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With respect to finances^ police, and justue — Famine and 
mortality all over Bengal — Bfubarcc-^d d^wlah, third son to Mtr 
djaafer nominal Naaem of Bengal^Intngues at his Court— 
Oblique hints against Mahmed reea^han — A strange wa^ of 
distributing justiee^Severe insinuations against Mahmed 
reaa^han — Strange character of Hoh eddin hosslin qkan, 

Governor of PSraniah — TTie Council resolve to investigate 
the f nances to the bottom— Bengal dtmded in six Districts— 
Charges exhibited in England against Vansittart by Lord 
Clive — Vigorously repelled by Vansittart— Who is sent back 
With honour to Bengal— Afester husktin bahadyr arrives in 
Calcutta where he spends ninety days and ninety nights in 
perusing records—Mahmed reaa qkan arrested— Skytab rAy 
arrested — The Naaem of Bengal s allowance reduced from 
twenty four to sixteen lacs a year — Shytab rAy honourably 
acquitted and sent back to rtseime kts oftce—Dies of a broken 
heart — Brilliant character of his—Hornble famine at Aaim 
abad and generosity of Shytab rAfs in that trying occasion— 
Curious anecdotes about Shitab rAy— Dies a Musulman in hts 
heart — Mahmed reaa-qhan released from his confnement— 
At rival of General Clavertng and Colonel Mon^son and 
St Francis 

Tiif thary of Mir djJinfcr qhan 8 government nnd life had 
hrrn already closed b) the hand of destiny when mtelligrnce 
nrn\ed in that \be renowned Lord OiYe that man so 

much tired in u-ar was coming from the country of England with 
an absolute authority over the provinces of Bengal and Arira abad 
As such an intelligence had nothing pleasing for Governor 
Vansittart, and be did not think his presence convenable in 
Calcutta at such a time ho set out for England some time before 
that nobleman could amve, and left the remaining gentlemen of 
the Conned to regulate and settle asSo\ereigns such basiness as 
concerned the Government And these determined that Nedjm 
ed-d5wlah heretofore known under the name of Mir pahlory(i) 
eldest son to Mir djaafer-qhan by Munny begum should succeed 

(i) Tbb nick aim* vu gfrrn him bli motlw who I all the atages of bar 
pregnaocy foand henelf loogiBg after PmUarits c ert aio balb of poUe fried hi 
rcume-oil and told about the atieeta. HU title of Nedlm-ed-dAwlab may tlgelfy 
the Sta of the Empire 
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to his fathei in the power of loosing and binding every business 
of Government and sovereignty with the advice of the gentlemen 
of the Council When this matter came to be settled at Calcutta, 
Mr Middleton, Chief of Moorshood-abad, and Mr Djonson 
(Johnstone), Chief at Bardevan, w’ent to the palace, and ordered 
Nedjm-ed-doulah to take his seat on the mesned of sovereignty, 
a favour for which this Prince shewed his gratitude by respectfully 
presenting them with such a sum of money as had been agreed 
upon And for some time he acted as absolute Governor, having 
Nand-comar for his Divan, a Minister who became the centre of 
all the private and public business of his master’s in Bengal Mii- 
mahmed-cazem-qhan, brother to Mir-diaafer-qhan, was appointed 
Governor of the province of Azim-abad on the part of his nephew, 
and Radja Durj-narain, brother to Ram-narain, was named 
his Divan or Prime Minister Shytab-ray seemed to have been 
forgotten in this arrangement He enjoyed already the oflice of 
Divan of the Bahar, on the part of the Emperor, and he had such 
connections w'lth all the English, and specially with General 
Carnac, the Commander-in-Chief, that Shudja-ed-doulah thought 
proper to take advice from the times, and to make him a present of 
a District about Azim-gur and Djohonpoor, called Mahoo, which 
producer? more than one lac of rupees a year , and this he gave* 
him as a free-hold or Djaghir Some little time passed in this 
manner, when Nand-comar, with whom H«nry Vansittart had 
been much dissatisfied, was sent for to Calcutta by the gentlemen 
of the Council, but not dismissed from his office, where his 
dependants continued to exercise full authority in his name 
This Governor had set down in writing this man’s misdemeanours 
and bad qualities , and he had got those sheets bound in the 
form of a book which he left in the hands of his brother, George 
Vansittart Hooshiar-djung, with.orders to produce it in Council, 
and to read it completely, whenever Lord Clive should 
come, and take his seat The Council struck with the con- 
tents of that memoir, forbade Nand-comar from stirring out 
of the city of Calcutta, but did not choose to dismiss him 
from his office , because that Minister some time after the 
revolution that had overset Seradj-ed-doulah to set Mir-djaafer- 
qhan in his stead, had served Lord Clive as his Moonshy or 
Secretary, and also as his Divan or Minister, at a time when that 
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Lord was yet ouly Colonel Clive and likewise because this 
Divan had from liicncc conceived mighty hopes that his power 
and influence would receive a great accession on that nobleman s 
arnval in Bengal Matters remained on that footing until Lord 
Clive arrived himself when George Vanaittart producing in full 
Council the book wntten by his brother, read it to that nobleman 
word b) word and aUhoogh the new Viceroy had intentions to 
oblige Nnnd-comar yet such was the impression made upon him 
b> the light thrown on that Minister's misdemeanoors and char 
acter that he altered hU opinion of bim at once and dismiss 
ed him from his ofhee uith injunctions not to stir out of the aty 
and pceancLs of Calcutta 

Nand-comars downfall made room for Mahroed reza'<jban 
son to the Phjsician Haddy^qhaD'akuIy of Shirax(a) a man who 
upon Mir djaafer>qhan s second accession to the mesoed bad 
been made Deputy Governor of the province of Dacca This 
man came at once aj*on the stage of the world, in order to 
become bv the mere force of Ins destiny the favourite object of 
boundless favours and endless graces from Lord Clive He was 
recommended to the Dcpntyshlp of Nedjm>ed-d 5 a)ab s by that 
nobleman who heaped honours and favours upon bim and gave 
him ao absolute aulbonty over bis master in wbateve^ concern 
ed tiie Govemmeot , ao office which made bim the centre of all 
business public and pnvate At the same tim^ he procured for 
him the titles of Mahroed rcra qhan the Valiant ever Victorious 
in VVar(3] and lutlc by little be obtained for him the further 
titlesoftheEmiaentofthcStatc(4) the Foremost of the Kingdom, 
and Lord of Lords To these was added the pnvUege of nding 
10 a Naleky(5) which lo Hindostan is a distinction reserved to 


(a) Shims M. dtj lo Penla, Ut« ftnor^fa io nok io that Empire, ud tbe capUsl 
o£ Part, tbe Penli of Ibe Greeki 

( 3 } MabmetWexO'qhui, UusMftr-djuug 

UuMitn-€d-4MtUk, 

(5) Tbe Nal^ b tb« ibeO of a PalaaUo, wftboct ti*gt or coreriox 
proper!/ tpealriiic tie M<Ua of tbe Prienidn ; for thb laat la to all bteots aod 
pnrpoMs a kind of bed buf ioj at the Core aod after part from a bamboo that rbe* 
archwiM orer h, aod tapports the tent or caaop/ Bat tba Naleb/ bar oebbrf 
tbe arcb! g oof tbe teat aad laatead of buffo; from oae bamboo, it It aet upoa 
two btnifbt ooe5, as an Eoropeu dudr wbb two bambooa that rest upoo tbe ^ 
shoulders of rifbt men 



MUrAQHERiN * 


5 


Sovcreignb. IL must be observed that, when the intelligence 
arrived in England of the revolution elTectcd in favour of Mir- 
casbcm-qlian, and of the troubles that had been the consequences 
of it, the people of that country conceived such fears for the 
Company’s safet), and fancied their affairs to be so teeming 
with mighty difficulties, that they thought no one equal to the 
task of re-estdblishing the Company’s affairs, and quieting the 
country, but Lord Clive himself And as such a commission 
was in their opinion an object of mighty importance and diffi- 
culty, they thought it incumbent upon themselves to make some 
amends to that Commander, by promoting him at once from the 
station of simple Colonel, to the dignity and title of Loi'd, which 
in England and London answers to the dignity of Omrah, in 
Hindostan He was furnished at the same time with such ample 
powers, and such an extensive authority, that no Governor to Lard Chvc 
this v’ery day has ever been invested with so unbounded an in- an'^^^oiuic^^ 
fluence, unless it be the valiant Navvab Mr Hushtin, who is the 
prop of the State, and the daring in war and in battles , and who 
by surpassing even Lord Clive himself in dignity and importance, 
can have no equal or companion either in Hindostan or in Europe, 
and really deserves all that elevation Lord Clive in taking the 
steps he had taken, or indeed in any business whatever, was not 
bound to deliberate with a Council. Looking upon no man to 
be his equal, he made no account of anyone, whether Hindian 
or English •, and to give a specimen of his power, he first of all 
informed Djonson and Middleton, that they had done properly 
in placing Nedjm-ed-doulah in his father's station , but that they 
had acted very improperly and very unjustly, in taking money 
from him He added, that such a sum must be accounted for by Attacks 
charging it to the Company’s credit To this requisition, the two 
gentlemen ans wered, first of all, by sending in their resignation, conduct 
and then by de daring openly, “ That so long as they were in the 
“ Company’s service, they were bound to obey his commands, 

“but now that they had resigned it, they had no further orders to 
- “ receive from him , and that, if he had anything to say to them, 

“he must say it in the Royal Court of Justice That as to his in- 
“ junctions for refunding the money they had received, they would 
“be ready to submit to such a measure, and to refund the two 
“ small sums they had received from Nedjm-ed-doulah, whenever 
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‘ liimuclf should Hunk it proper to pay into the sanie treasury 
“llie enormous sums he had received from Nedjm ed dSufaJi s 
' father at the time he had placed him on Seradj cd ddulah s 
“ Mcsped Lord Clive on lieanng so resolute and so undis- 
guised ail ansucr and on finding that they had resigned the 
serMce did not dare to enter into any discussion with them 
and he remained silent Djonson himself went home but 
Middleton who had been long In Hindis addicted himself to a 
mercantile life and after some lime he found means to be re 
admitted m the service, where he became Chief of Moorshood 
abad, when his last moment arriving he died at Pdinty a spot 
near Sbdti-abad midway betwixt Azim-abad and Moorshood-abad 
He was entombed on that very hill of Pdtnty where his monument 
IS seen from afar In hii nation he bears a eelebnty for good 
ness of heart and much benevolence But supposing that Jie 
was a man of mudi goodness nevertheless there was no com 
panng him in genius and many other good qualities to Doctor 
William Fullerton nor in bravery and miliiary abilities, as ivell 
as llrmness in fnendahip and steadiness of temper to Colonel 
Godard nor m wisdom of conduct or aUenUon to the rights 
of fnandship and loie, or in knowledge -and keenness in the 
intricacies of business and government to George Vahsittart 
cor ui goodness and in arilit) and many other qualificalions to 
Mr Aayoun Law and Mr Thomas Law who was younger brother 
to Mr Ayoun Law, and equal to bis elder brother in ment (6> 
Nor was Baalcxi Sabab infcnor to them Bat Tamsan SaJiab 
was incomparable in many valuable qualiBcatlons and so were 
Mr Anderson and Mr Eniiott two young men who had no equal 
m the very pcrfcctioa of wisdom avllity and kindness and in 
the whqlo assemblage of whatever could conaliatc respect or 
love to a character It is even reported of Mr Anderson s 
younger brother that he is equal to his elder brother and In 
some sdences, such as the Mathematics bis supenor Few men 
equal to these have been seen in that nation for ilthoogh some 
other English obaracters arc spoken of with encomiums, yet as 
I never had any business or connectionj with them I have not 
sufficient knowledge to write of them 


(6) All Utesc turfai; been at first burd wraef, ud tbea mlspeU and 

*t UJt III wriUtn and that too wHhout towsU thtrt I* no maklnf sojtblnif erf tbon. 
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It was about this time that Mr Billers succeeded in right of 
seniority to the Chief-ship of Azim-abad He was a man of little 
understanding, and on that account, much inclined to submit to 
the guidance of Mr. Middleton and Mr Djonson On his being Billers, 
appointed, he w'ent from the garden of Bauky-poor, the then abad, kills 
residence of every English ruler, and having traversed the city 
in great pomp and state, he proceeded to the castle w’here he 
ordered Mir-cazem-qhan to take his seat on the mesned of gov- 
ernment, as Viceroy of the province of Bahar. This installation 
produced him a sum oC money , but as at the same time he 
listened implicitly to the dictates and instigations of some 
Gentoos, as senseless as himself, he became himself guilty of 
some improper actions, wdnch rendered him distracted when he ^ 
came to hear of Lord Clive’s arrival, and of his great power 
and se\erity. He was seized with consternation on his past 
conduct, and killed himself wuth his own sword He was buried 
in that ve^y garden of Bauky-poor w'here he has remained ever 
since, a standing stock for the reflections of his own countrymen. 

But It was General Carnac who enjoyed now the full sun- 
shine of favour He had these many years enjoyed the friendship 
and confidence of Lord Clive’s , and he became now' the principal 
manager of his politics and government, as well as the centre 
of all business, public and private He had been heretofore a Doctor 

w'arin friend of Doctor Fullerton^s but havinor become his P'ullcrto" 

^ missed from 

sworn enemy, he had put some matters into Lord Clue’s mind, thespr\ice 
that made him dismiss the Doctor from the service This 
gentleman after taking an affectionate leave of his friends, by 
whom he w'as exceedingly regretted, set out for his country, from 
which he promised to come back again, on his being able to 
obtain certain conditions and stipulations for himself It appears 
that his intention did not tally wvith the decrees of Providence , 
for he has not yet appeared, although there is intelligence of his 
being alive and in health Wherever he may be, God, Almighty, 
preserve him in peace of mind 

Lord Clive’s first care, after his arrival in Calcutta, w’as to 
take cognizance t>f some pressing business, and to settle some 
important regulations After those arrangements, he resolved’to 
repair to Ilah-abad, in order to carry certain points wdiich he had 
settled III his mind , and the Vezir himself, on that nobleman’s 
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iovltatjon and that of General Carnac s, quitted Fdiz>abad, his 
capita], and took the road to llah abad, being moch encouraged 
thereto b\ the insinuation'^ of Sh)lab-r4/s nho u'as the harbinger 
of peace betueen the different parties There appeared at thi-^ 
time a certain person called Mirza-caiem-qhan a Persian 
born who b) marrying tn the family of Hassen reia qhan grand 
son to Hadji-ahmed had acquired rannv friends and in Ume had 
been promoted to the government of the District of Sarseram and 
Ch^n poor through the interest of Aaly hibrahim qhan As 
Lord Give had once knowm him when in Decan he now re 
memberqd his acquaintance made him an object of boundless 
fa\ ora and high preferment presented him w ith one lac of rupees 
contant and admitted him so far amongst his favourites that to 
‘^ll appearance it Is to hts interest and management that Mahmed 
reia^qhan owes his elevation to the summit of power The 
latter wanted to return the obligation and as he could not bear 
to see Sbytab r^y s extensive inhoencc and bis participation in 
every secret of State he recommended the new favourite as an 
able negotiator his Intention being to supplant Shjtab-nty in the 
future negotiation with the King and the Vciir This matter 
had even been settled with Lord Clive without the General s 
knowledge and it was with this view that the Mirza liadaccom 
panied tint Lord in hts journey to Hindostan But that nobleman 
who oil his arrival at Azim aback had mature]) examined Mir 
careni qlian the actual Governor and Dnrdj nar^n his deputy as 
uello8^h\lab rd> and had wrighed then soveraJ degrees of ment 
nnd capacity lo die scales of discernment and penetration eoon 
came lo take Ids resolution m favour of the latter whom he 
desired to aocoropany him in his journey his intention being 
to make nse of him as an agent and a go between in the ensuing 
negotiation As to the actual Governor Mir-cazem-qban he 
found him to be a man simple and plain but unfit for so weighty 
an office as the government of Axim abad He even seemed to 
listen to the proposals of Durdj narAin's who actuated by 
avance and covetousness wanted to be the sole disposer of all 
the affairs of Government to the exclusion of his benefactor 
This Gentoo unmindful of all the obllgatiops he owed both to 
the above nobleman and to his elder brother Mir^jaafcriKjhan 
thought only of advanemg his own affairs under pretence of 
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iiomoting his master’s interest, and he went so far as to la) 
'laim to the administration of the jiroMnce in his own and 
ole name Lord Clue who did not think the hurrv of a voyage 
i fit time foi dismissions and appointments, left the mattei 
indended , and t, iking Sh) tab-r.U with him, he joiirne)ed to Ilah- 
ibad, where h<* liad the honoi to pay his lespccts to the Emperoi 
\tter which he visited the \'e/ii , and having exchanged w-ith him 
^ome sumjituous entertainments and s< veral curious and magnili- 
ent presents, hv explained the project lu had in his mind, and 
isked that the Company should he invested with the Divan-ship 
)f the three Provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Ooressa, of which 
)flice he requested the proper Patents from the Vezir ani? the 
Imperor As both the Emperor and the Vezir were already in their 
ninds subdued by the superior courage and prowess of the English, 
IS well as overawed by the strength of mind and penetration 
)f Lord Clive’s (two articles in which they were greatly over- 
natched), they were obliged to grant the request, although 
eluctantly Having therefore ordered the Seneds or Patents 
o be drawn up in the manner that had been desired, they 
delivered them in the hands of Lord Clive's By these Patents 
wenty-four lacs a year vv'ere settled as the Imperial tribute, or 
quit-rent over the three provinces, for the future , and the 
Company’s acknowledgment and bond for the same, which are 
;he owner’*> voucher, were drawn up under their •seal, and 
entered in the Imperial registers Thus a business of such a 
magnitude, as left neither pretence nor subterfuge, and which at 
any other time vvould have required the sending wise Ambassa- 
dors and able negotiators, as well as a deal of parley and 
conference with the Company and the King of England, and 
much negotiation and contention with the Ministers, was done 
and finished in less time than vvould have been taken up for the 
sale of a jack-ass, or of a beast of burden, or of a head of cattle 
The Lord having accomplished his purpose, returned to the seat 
of his command, which is called Calcutta , and left for his 
Agent at the Emperor’s Court, Colonel Usmutt (Smith), who after 
the Lord’s departure for England, received the title of General, 
and became entrusted with the command of the English army 
His office was only that of a'n Agent near the Emperor’s person, 
but m fact he was his master and Lord t© all intents and purposes , 
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and he was himself so sensible of his power, that he look hw 
abode within the castle, and in the Imperial PaJicc whilst the 
Emperor was obliged to remain wthout where to conceal his 
shame, be amased himself in finisliing with brick and stone some 
Imildings whidi he had heretofore commenced But even there 
he was not free from insult For the Colonel one day being 
displeased at the noise which the Imperial kettle-drums and 
other wTirlikc instruments made In the place appointed for them 
over the gate of the castle{7) sent them order to cease and 
forbade their pln)nng any more with which order those poor 
men thought proper lo comply and henceforward they remained 
without performing their duty and without bread Verse — 

Hi\« patleiKe everyone mhali hnre bis torn for fire d>ijs. 

As to Mirxacaiems news of supplanting Shytab-r^y 
in the busiDcsa of speaker or Agent of Lord Clive s they 
totally miscarried Sbytab-r^y’s good manners and Bowing 
language together with his penetration, and kernness of 
genius had gamed so much on the Lords heart, and he had 
impressed his mind with so deep a sense of gratitode for the 
services he had rendered the Company and the EugUsh Com 
manders to whom he bore a sincere attachment, that Mina 
caxem missed the office which be aimed at and returned with his 
protector without obtaining his ends. However, he became 
instrumental in putting ao end to Aaly hibrahim qhan s exile 
For flltlioogU this nobleman enjoyed mudi consideration with the 
Vezir and his Minister nevertheless be lived uneaa> on account 
of lii^ being ilrprived of hij fnends and country ^ and hr became 
now desirou of returning to Bcngxl chiefly through the pei 
suasion of the said Mina. This gcnilcraan who remembered 
how instrumental that refugee nobleman bad once been in 
screening him from the blaze of Mir-caasem s resentment and 
how much he was indebted to a patronage that had sheltered 
him 80 effectually from the scorching rays of that burning suo, 
so as to bear him harmless and in the \ery j>alm of his hand 
now thought it incumbent upon him to make a return for those 
important benefits He therefore presented bum to Lord Clirc 

(7) ThJ wu a macb paver affroot tban d Bn r o p io coaid pprebeed; for 
tblj muilc, wbkfa 0/ a variety of initnimesti, aod placed three or four 

a <tay at>d ooce at algbty b ■ mar fc of Sorerelynty aad alirays of coaunasd. 
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and the General, and obtained permission for Ins return to Moor* 
shood-abad , to which city the Qlian was strongly inclined, on ac- 
count of his long residence in it, and the number of friends and 
acquaintances he had there Hesentoutthen with Mirza-ca/em, and 
was received amongst the favourites and friends of Mahmed-reza- 
qhan’s But although he was treated with much honour and re- 
gard, he was not held in that high consideration which he deserved 

Lord Clive being returned to Azim-abad, dismissed Mii- 
cazem-qhan from the government of that province, and appoint- 
ed in his stead Radjah Durdj-nar^in, as sole Governor, with full 
power for loosing and binding everything all over the country. 
Nevertheless, he assigned to Mir-cazem-qhan a yearly peflsion 
of one lac , and this nobleman went and took up his residence at 
Radj-niahal-ecber-nagar, where he had been born and bred, 
and where the easiness of his temper made him keep clear of all 
strife and contention, contenting himself with passing his days 
in quiet and affluence, by which he acquired the name of a good- 
natured man But Durdj-nariin, as if in retribution for the in- 
gratitude and underhand dealing with which he had used the 
poor man, his master and benefactor, was in a few day^ put to 
a deal of shame, and dismissed from his office with disgrace. 
Insomuch that this man who had been endeavouring to raise 
himself to the sole government of the province at the expense 
of his master, lost both his character and life, as we shall shortly 
mention in its proper place Lord Clive after a few days’ stay 
at Azim-abad, repaired to Calcutta, where he settled to his own 
mind every part of the administration He associated Mr Sykes 
to himself in the business of regulating matters of revenue, for 
which purpose he appointed him Chief of Moorshood-abad, whilst 
the late Djessaret-qhan was appointed to the government of 
the province of Dacca-djehan-ghir-nagar But the country of 
Bardevan was taken out of the hands of the Hindians, and en- 
trusted to the care of two or three trusty and approved English- 
men Roh-eddin-hoss6in-qhan, son to Seif-qhan, and grandson 
to Umdet-el-mulk-emir-qhan, Governor of CabSl, was continued 
in his Government of PSraniah He had chanced in a swift 
Morpanky(8) to overtake Lord Clive about Shah-abad and Piinty, 

(8) The Mor-panky, as its name implies, is a swift elegant boat, the poop 
whereof is fashioned and painted like a Peacock, whose tail, colored and gilt, 
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A\liilbt the latter was going up in the helghtli of the rams and 
he had rendered m) satisfactory an account of Ins conduct that 
he hid been confirmed in his post, with orders to send the 
product of his government which did not amount to more than 
SIX or seven lacs a year to the Cachery or Exchequer of Moor 
shood abad as it bad been customary formerlj But such was 
tbb mans ignorance of business, and Ins natural sloth , and 
such 11*33 Ins prepossession in favour of that ungrateful faithless 
favourite of Ins railed ^^kc^ aalv qhan nho uns son of his 
father 5 Pir rada or director and whom lie had entrusted with 
the management of ill his concerns small or great, public or 
pri\a‘c that in two or three years Ume, be lost his office and 
appointment as it shall be mi^ntioned hereafter As to the 
Djaglnrs Altum gabs freeholds and pnvate possessions of 
several people, wlnclj bad always been held free both b) AaJy 
>erd) qlian and b) Ins successors who never made any objec 
Uons to their pnvilege^ they were respected by the English 
who follouing tint example of Icnit) left them unmolested nor 
was an) injury or clilcane offered to a single mao amongst the 
possessors This proved to be one of the token* of Divine good 
the Engt^ Hcss and one mark of English munincence for bad it not been 
SSSoiaws f^^r ^hat lenity all was over with the ancient nobility ffnd gentry 
of japd nor could anyone of them pretend to live a 

single day in it even under the bare canopy of heaven The 
English did even more For the revolutions and alterations which 
resulted from the clianges of the Emperore, and which the wont 
cd faithlessness of men in office bad rendered almost certain 
and unavoidable were now put an end to by these strangers 
ulio established it as a standing rule that vvhocver wa^ actual 
possessor of a spot of land should remain in possession cf it 
for ever and that after him It should tlevolvc to his postenty 
TTitnks be to God Almighty that matters have remained on that 
footing and that it is becorue customary and established that 
those who satisfied wilfi little have let themselves down the 

extend* frtnn head to ttem It !• roved with pxddles maufod bj I w ta t j thi tj or 
forty toeo that hare thdr faces turned to thapixe* tbeylntead to fetch. Soch ■ reastl, 
of a ha drod feet la length wsa pnt oo board as S*st tndiMmmm, bj Gorerrior 
VaWttart, bat dlridod In Ihiw pnrta, which werp put together in Lo don and pre- 
aenled to King George I ^ewl tfUr 43 Sniltn 8 
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i-cant} stream of resignation and contentment, should be suffer- 
ed to glide safely in it with their children and families , and 
ma} God grant out of His goodness that we may meet wnth no 
w'orsc times than these ' 

It must be mentioned lhat Lord Cine, after a short stav at 
Moorshood-abad, had landed in the garden of Saaduc-bagh on his 
way to Ilah-abad, where he had been complimented by Nedjrn-ed- 
dowlah and iMahmed-n 7a-qhan, who had accompanied him so far 
On Lord Cli\t 's departure, these noble persons w-erc returning to 
their palaces, whtn on a sudden, Nedjm-ed-dow’lah w’as assaulted 
by some sharp pains m his bowels, which finding no vent 
at all, became so excruciating, that the young Na\ v»ab on his 
alighting at his pal.ice, departed this life It was on the twenty- 
fourth of Zilcaad, in the year of the Hedjra one thousand one 
hundred and seventy-nine He was succeeded in the government 
of the country by Seif-ed-dowdah (9), his second brotlx r, a young 
man of gentle manners, and who shewed himself inclined to do 
good and to oblige , but he too in a few' days hastily quilled hit, 
life and government, leaving a good nam<‘ behind His pow'er 
did not extend far. but so far as it went, he never sufTered it to 
fail, w'henever there w'as an act of benevolence and commiseration 
to be performed 
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(9) I was passing b> the young Prince’s gate at that very time I was stopped 
by a crowd, when lo! there came out at one and the same time, that he was taken 
ill, and that he was dead Immense crowds thronged the whole length of the 
street, where it would have been difficult to descry one single person that was not 
actually beating its breast, or bathed in teafs The desolation and screams of the 
women in particular, are not to be described, and the curses universally poured 
against the supposed author of that unaccountable death, will never be forgotten 
People pointed to Mahmed reza qhan, whose sway and overbearing temper, neither 
this Pnnee, nor his elder brother, could brook It is remarkable that people talked 
freely, of the first sudden and amazing death, , but on this second death, people 
became silent and sullen I was then at Aga-aaly's house, who was my neighbour, 
and an eminent merchant, attached to Mahmed-reza-qhan , and there were present 
then Hadji-mahmed-beg, Fodjdar of Moorshood-abad, Hadji-mahmed-lang, Aga- 
reza, and some other Moghuls, all attached to that Minister The general report^ 
said the translator, charges htfihmed-reta-qhan strongly 'what is your opinion of 
it ^ /ffl / 5 »r, said one of the company, /Ae, are all of his Cabal — all 

Moghuls but here he was interrupted by these words People do not talk of such 
matters at Moorsheodnibad, said very gravely, Aga aaly , and this admonition was 
followed by a long pause 
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bh)Ul>-riy had attended Lord Clive to Ilah abad by order 
but on tliat nobleman a departure from thcuce he of Ins oum 
accord, took his leave for a certain time, under promise of re 
turning soon as be bad some particular btismess of bU onm 
As to my forgiven father, he was so dissatisfied with the com 
ptexion of the times, and the contempt in ublch the Majesty of 
tlie Empire was held that he had chosen to live retired and 
satisfied, upon that small Djaghir or estate which he possessed in 
tins province from ancient times and from whence he used 
now and then to repair to Aiiro abad for the purpose of paying 
one or two visits to whoever happened to be seated on the 
mesned ok Government. For lie thought it expedient to be upon 
some terms with the men In office, lest he should be molested by 
those men who liv'cd by wickedness and it was on that account 
that he liad come to Azim abad to wait on Lord Clive. But 
that Viceroy, who always travelled in haste having already 
quitted that city, my forgiven father w ent no farther, but sent 
Seyd-aaJy-qhan, my brother who was a great friend of Rabu 
begums (mother in law to Mahmed reza qhan) His intention 
was that he shoula accompany Shy*tab*riy, to which lapt be 
wrote a letter, loUmating the design he had in view in sending 
his son for he requested his assistance in such matters^as de- 
pended on the Nuam cl that IS on the interference of the Nawab 
and of the English He informed him at the same time that be 
had sent his bon for the purpose of procuring some Seneds or 
Patents under the Nawab s sea! Tbe style of tbf letter was of 
so conciliating a nature that Sbytab riy who possessed much 
sense and good nature and knew bow to rate everyooes worth 
and station answered it with particular marks of civility and good 
will, promising his services and assistance with the best grace 
imaginable My forgiven father on this promise sent tbe 
harcara or head sp) Moorly dur who was one of the Columns 
of the Government of Azim-abad a man of keenness and 
abilibea, who had orders to attend Shytab-rdy and Siyd-aaly 
qhan himself was ordered to attend them both for which pur 
pose he went with them as far as Moorehood-abad 

On Shytab-riy'a arrival at Calcutta, Lord Clive by the General s 
advice proposed to attach him to his persdn by employing him 
in whatever was relative to matter^ of finance and government. 
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Shylab-r^y, who ^\r'ls sensible how mucli exposed he was to* the 
shafts of env} and obloqu} , and wlio wislied to shew' his 
resignation and want of pretension, brought many reasons 
forward for excusing his backwardness, but he wms not heard , 
and the \ icero} insisted so eainesll), that Sh\tab-ra> w'as 
obliged to acknowledge his being ill of a distemper, which w'as 
looked upon to be a confirmed lues On this intelligence, he 
was made o\ei to Lord Clive’s bod) Physician and Doctor, wdio 
was ordered and bound to attend Sh}tab-ra> The Doctor applied 
himself to his task so earnestl), that his patient’s distemper 
which had risen to its heightli, and raged wnth so much Molence 
as to pre\ent all bodil) motion, especially that of the ^joints in 
the legs and arms, was total!) expelled and put an end to, b)' 
only rubbing the parts ^^lth a reined) composed of quick-siher 
and hog's fat It disappeared so intirel) as not to leave a trace 
behind Sh)tab-r4y made the Doctor a present of ten thousand 
rupees , but as soon as he w'as in full health, he w'as promoted 
to the titles of Maha-radja and Bahadyr (10), to the high rank 
of Commander of fi\ e thousand horse, and to an allow'ance of 
tw’’enty-fi\e thousand rupees per month for the expenses of his 
Government, besides fi\e thousand more for his owm person 
Over a^d above that, he was complimented with an enlargement 
of his Djaghir, and likewuse with a more extensive share of influence 
in the management of Go\ernment matters, in which lie w'as 
associated to Durdj-nardin and to Mr iMiddleton, winch last w'as 
Chief of the factory of Azim-abad Moreo^er he w'as entrusted 
with the use of Seif-ed-dowlah’s Seal, wdio w'as reputed Nazem of 
all the three Provinces, after w'hich he was ordered to return to 
his office 

As to my forgiven father’s business, it w'as performed to 
his own w'lshes by the exertions of Seyd-aaly-qhan, my glorious 
brother, and by the patronage of Rabiah-begum, his patroness. 


(lO) These two words m the Shansent, or sacred language of Hindia, signify 
great King, or great Pnnee But since the Mahometants have taken possession of 
that region, they are become only an honorific title given to Hindoos of high dis- 
tinction , just as the word Qhan which in the Tartar, or Turkish language signified 
a King, IS now become an honorific title only, all over India, as well as in Persia, 
and the beginning onlj of the titles of honour , that of Bahadyr, which signifies 
valiant, is the next See the note 2S, Section f 
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c\cn some lime before Sh)'tab had relnrnwl to the of 
Moor^hood-abad 

During all tlii<; time I was h\ bortor T ullerton’^ rccommenda 
lion an atlcndant on Mr one of Ihe al)le«;t and most 

ron<;idcrable 1 ngltshman of dial tin\e a\ho conducted all the 
bu^inec*; of Rannref Moreo\er I enjo\ ed In that clt^ thehononrof 
pa\'ing a respectful attendance to the njo t perfect in<l glorloua 
bhcli mahnied-aal\ hcrln (whom (jotl nia> place amongst the 
hlghe‘'l of his elect*) \I\ forgi\en father wan residing with 
his whole famll\ relations dependants and retinue at Hoss^in 
abad a town which he liad founded and built on hLs Djaghirl 
lands w'^en at once and without an\ apparent cause his hoI\ 
person rcsentetl a slight indisposition which soon became a con 
tinuous fever It is reported that It struck Into his brain like a 
6t of apoplex) t-fls senses howe\cr, and understanding were 
little impaired i\e\ertheless the tw elfth da) after his first In 
disposition it being a Sunda\ the third of the second Djcmad\ 
STtotbof* thousand onfe hundred and sex enh nine of the 

the Prophet s retreat (on whom ma) be peace arid blessing for e\er ! ) 
let he was pleased to depart to the merciful mansions of the Omni 

potent King and was inhumed In the town which he had^ found 
ed Max GodsmerC) be oxer him and ma) he be admitted 
into the mansions of the pious and xirtoous ! This doleful in 
telligence was brought to me at Banares bx an express dispatch 
ed bx mx glorious mother (xxhose shadow max long continue 
to stretch oxer me * ) I rccched likewise repeated and pressing 
letters from mj Idndbrothcr Naky-aaly-^han fahr-ed dflxxlah and 
from some other relatfons and kinsmen who alf requested m) 
presence instantlx This intelligence haxing overset m> schemes 
I discontinued my attendance on Mr Sa^6 aw'd proceeded 
to Hoss^ln-abad ITc xenerable* just xxhom I hn%e just been 
mentioning and upon whom I had hlfherfo waited ^o rtspcctuous 
1) and so ♦constantly was dissuading me from that journey 
^ A little time more would he say ' and I xvill quit this fragile 
xxorld I xrish that at the moment you ma) not be asunder 
from me These words melted my heart But the Impor 
tnnities of mj mother .nd of those that sonived my forgixen 
father together xvith the feebleness of raj own destin) did not 
allow m) obeying commands so worthy of obedience or of 
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reaping the ci(l\antages of my attendance on that venciable man 
H id I been ,ible to stay, my attendance on liim would have 
proved the greatest happiness of my life , but tliere is no help- 
ing the failures of one’s destiny ' Verses 

“To those born to ill luck, of what use can be a complete guide (ii) 

'' See ! an Elia is bringing an Alexander thirsty from the fountain of life 1 
At last I arrived at Hoss6in-abad , and on hearing of mv 
forgiven father's demise, I proceeded to Moorshood-abad, where 
by good luck Shytab-r^y and Scyd-aaly-qhan had chanced to make 
a stay, and had got the conlirm.ition of my Djaghir’s Patent, 
which w’as drawn up in the name of the loudest of men (12), who 
w'as the oldest of the forgiven's children , and they brought it to 
him on their return to Azim-abad 

We left Shytab-ray on his w-a}' to take possession of his new 
olhce of Azim-abad On his arrival in that city, he thought it 
incumbent on his wisdom and uprightness to make it a rule, that 
the conferences for business of Government and finances, should 
be held, neither in his own house nor in that of Durdj-narain^s, 
but W'holly in the Imperial Castle, wdiich place had been time out 
of mind allotted for the assemblies of all such men as were in office, 
for all such as rented any land from Government, and for all such 
as had business \vith them It w'as likewise established that the 
English Chief should repair thither at the appointed time, and be 
seated in a chair of State , and that over against him, on a long 
mesned spread on the ground for the occasion, Durdj-nardin 
should be seated on one side, and Shytab-rdy, on the other, with 
each a cushion of State on their back (13) That on every Patent 
drawn up, Durdj-narain should sign his iaes (14) at the bottom 
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(u) Alexander (and there arc several of them), on being conducted to the 
fountain of life by the Prophet Eliah himself, met with so many cross accidents, 
that he was obliged to return without having quenched his thirst 

(12) The words, ihe poor man, at the third person, always signify, wie , but 
none but persons of the highest distinction have a right to call themselves, in their 
letters or in their conversation, the least of men 

(13) A cushion of State is called a Gdo-Takkid, an ox cushion, or a large 
cushion It is cylindrical, three or four feet in length, and twenty inches in di imeter 

(14) Letters are never signed in India, (but the Gentoos sign) The writer 
only, if he be a man of importance, writes the word Ba^z, or even ez, in large 
characters Now as the seal whereon the wntePs name is engraven, is put on the 
outside of the letter only, together with the place, name, and date, and all that is 
onlj set down on the cover, one may judge from thence what degree of authenticity 
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of il and that Sh)'l'ib nlj sliouid just by it or below Nedjai ed 
dOu lati b boal, u nlo in hii own hand and u ilh a floarhh the words 
// Aas been seen So iimdi regulant) could not please Dardj 
inrdiii a man who prided on liis ha\ing held the Government in 
Ills own single person as ucll a^ on his relationship to Ram 
nnrjtin and \rlio used to apply his own private seal to matters 
of business and as he bad no other overseer but his ownself 
and lio was known to have acted all along faithlessly in imitation 
of hib deceased brother an I of dl the other lessees hU prede 
ccbsors he fell himself inudi hurt b) the new regulations but 
liouoer submitted to them Hence his concurrence ceasing tc 
lx. cordial, it increased the breach and dissensions between hia 
and his colleague to such a degrei , that the officers of Govern 
uxnt ^pllt in tw o parties one of which sided with Radja Sb) 
tab-r;() w hilbt the other continued as usual with Durdj nariin 
Matters turned out much worse when the public accounts became 
objects of alteniion Shvtab rity being m dut) bound to inspect 
the paperb of the OtvansUip or the management of financeSi soon 
found that the estimates of the revenue bad been ver^ fulhlessl) 
made and that in ever) transaction thousands and ten thousands 
had been withheld as perquisites of office and as Nexers to 
Durdj nantio On which liberties he adverted with roilth bevcrilj 
as highly improper He therefore provided another set of 
lessees and renters of the revenue who undertook to preserve 
thc^rticle of perquisites and Nezer anas over and above the 
full finance due to Goverument On which offer he sent a ratb- 
sage to Durdj oarifin in these terras Either ohitge the actual 
incumbents to account fully for Uie late failures, or dismiss them 
and set up the ucw proposers m their bteatl As in cither case 
the incapacity and faithlessness of that man s would have come 
to light of themselves to hjs great danger and shame and 
tlicre appeared likewise in the receipts of Government and in 
the public expenses, mut II collusion and infidelity Sbytab r'lj- 
aclected some trusty friends of Durdj nantin s by whose channel 
be sent him notice that the public money must be replaced b> 
all means, but that be wished it might be done in snch a manner 
as should not tear the veil which hung o ver it Meanwhile 
fcoch Ttracicrj wmW bo ■Ilenrcd to i * Eunjpe* Court of Jubilee ml (kt 
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iMoorly-dui, the harcaia, who had joined Shytab-ray's party, 
being from longhand thoroughly acquainted with every minute 
circumstance relating to former transactions, was daily ripping 
open the lining from Durdj-narain’s secrets, and exposing to 
view the inside of his cloth But that infatuated man, trusting 
to so much merit as accrued to him from his brother Ram-narain’s 
having been thrown into the Ganga for his thoughtless attach- 
ment to Mr Amyatt and General Carnac, listened to no sober 
advice, and was full of excuses and pretences So far from 
attending to Shytab-rdy’s advice and reprimands, he would 
not hear even the surmises of his best friends , nor could he 
oe made to understand, that the English, on that single %ierit 
of hib brother’s murder, would not carry their complaisance so 
far, as to let him enjoy as a Djaghir the whole revenue of the 
province , so that he should cut and carve for himself The 
matter little by little taking vent, came to the knowledge of the 
Lord, of General Carnac’s, and of the principal Englishmen, all 
of whom by several fnendly messages had endeavoured to with- 
draw the cotton of sloth and neglect from out of Durdj-nar^in’s 
ears, and all of whom had advised him to listen to Shytab-r^y’s 
proposals, to submit to his regulations, and to replace the 
balances he had incurred To all these he used at every time to 
answer by a short letter of excuses And matters remained on 
the usual footing, until Lord Clive, for what reason God knows, 
conceived in himself the design of returning home , but thought 
it expedient previously to renew his treaty and conventions w'lth 
Shudjah-ed-dow’lah, with w'hom he wished to finish some business, 
especially that which concerned Radja Balvant-sing, a Prince 
ill-affected in general, but w'ho now' w'as impressed wnth a 
singular dread of Shudjah-ed-dowlah’s power and discontent 
On the other hand, Shudjah-ed-dowlah himself w'anted to meet 
the English Viceroy on many accounts All the parties then 
wishing for a parley, they agreed to meet at a place called 
Chaprah, and thither they directed their respective journeys , 
Lord Clive from Calcutta, the Vezir from F^iz-abad, Munnir-ed- 
dowlah from Ilah-abad, on the part of the Emperor, and the 
Radjah Balvant-sing from Banares 

On Lord Clive’s arrival near Azim-abad, Radjah Shytab-r^y 
went out to meet him with such a state and such a retinue as he 
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conld ‘ifford Rut Dnrdj naHin, who never thought but of hts 
digtiit) and grandear came out of the aty aiw, without once 
minding the balances he was adjudged to pft) or thinking how he 
might appease the Lord and his people instead of that he nent 
to meet him \nth a deal of magnificence and pomp and with a 
v’aal number of retainers As soon as the two retinues were 
descried at a distance such a sight could not fall to surprise 
both Lord Clive and the English rulers, as they had repeatedly 
wrote to Durdj narlin tliat unless he paid the balances due by 
him hr mu*.! not think of coming in the Viceroy s presence 
That nobleman hearing now that he was actually coming sent 
a mcfsengcr to forbid his advancing one step farther and the 
messenger having delivered the message just as he had received 
it stopped him short and made him return back But as the 
injunction had been pronounced aloud, and In the presence of 
so many friends and foes as well as of all those mnlutudes that 
had come out to meet or to sec the Viceroy it did no fail to 
cover that senseless and HI fsted roan with confusion and shame 
Shytab rdy on the conlrarr was admitted to the honor of the 
lord's prosence and received with mudi regard and favour 
Whereas Durdj nardin having drankfrora the hands of arrogance 
and inaltenUun several glasses of nholcsome but bitter beverage 
stopped short nnd returned back nnd now grown wiser from 
this rebuke he m a short lime provided for the payment of the 
outstanding balances, and soon obtained lenve to make his bow 
after whicii he mixed In the Viceroy s cortege md pi«;-?ed the 
( itign loj,ethcr with Shjiab r\y 

This hith affair being over, the travellers went on and in 

the month of Moharrem of the year I i8o of the Hedjri a meet 
ing took place at the appointed spot between Lord Clive the 
General the Vezlr the Agents Munnir-ed dfiwiab and the Radja 
Balvant Sing and the usual compliments and disconrses liaving 
been exchanged it was settled Fliat Radje Balvant hence 
‘ fonv’ard would pay a yearly revenue of twenty lacs to Shudjth 
ed diSwlah his Lord, who would forgive him the errors of his 
past conduct and leave him for tht- future In peace and tran 
qullllty but with a most solemn promise never to use any fraud 
or artifice whatever against him Moreover It was stipulated 
Ih-it a breach of thii article should be deemed a breach of the 
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"articles between Shudjah-ed-dowlah and the English ” As soon 
as these articles and conventions bet\\een the Vezir, the Emperor, 
and the English were signed, together with those between the 
Emperor and the Vezir, as well as those between the Vezir and 
the Radja, they were written fair, and at length witnessed by the 
principal English, and registered in the usual forms After which 
those noble personages eK( hanged entertainments, and curious, and 
costly presents amongst themselves , and the Vezir having been 
entertained with a mock battle amongst the European soldiers, 
who managed their guns and musquets wuthan amazing quickness 
and celerity, made them a present of some thou^^and rupees, and 
returned to his capital The Radja Balvant, after makibg such a 
present as was worth) of him, was dismissed , and he repaired to 
Ram-nagur, his nest, which is on the shore of the Ganga, over 
against Banares , and Munnir-ed-do\vlah himself after having 
accomplished his purpose, returned to his master 

As soon as these matters were over, Shytab-rdy mentioned 
in general terms the incapacity, sloth, and faithlessness of former 
managers, and he added "That the recovery of the balances 
" due by Durdj-narain, and by his officers and dependants, w-as 
" far from being an easy task , nor could such a sum be ever 
" obtained without constraint and chastisement , and that as 
" himself, Sliytab ray, w^as an improper man for such a business 
"on account of the high regard he bore to the ancient acquaint- 
" ance and friendship that had subsisted belw'een him and the 
"late Ram-narain , and such sentiments would never peimit him 
" to act against his surviving brother W’lth the firmness and 
"severity requisite for recovering such large sums, it was 
" therefore proper that after His Lordship’sarrival at Moorshood- 
" abad, Mahmed-reza-qhan, wffio was the centre and corner- 
" stone of all transactions, should vouchsafe to come over to 
" Azim-abad for a few' days to perform that service on His Lord- 
" ship’s instructions , after which he might return to his palace ” 
This request of Shytab-rdy’s having met withithe Lord’s approba- 
tion, was followed by many favours and kindnesses, and that 
nobleman returned to Moorshood-abad, firmly resolved in his 
heait to entrust him with the whole Government, and to dismiss 
Durdj-nardin, wuth whose incapacity and endless infidelities 
he was tired 
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On hiw imvil at MooMhood abad he diipalched Mahmed 
rezn qhan to perform the business he had so much at liesrt and 
this Ministpr arrived In a little time at ^z^m ahid tvith all the 
terrors of power and punishment marching before him At first 
he reprimanded and put underarrest the officers of Durdj nariin s 
and then he prevailed upon some of them to disclose the in 
fideitlies that had been committed On their dlscovenes he 
confined some lessees such as Sahamal and Mohammed 
nnky qhan and Mahmed^aahruff qhan the Cashminan and he 
arrested some others who at last acknow fedged their guiif 
Sahomnl w'as put to the cudje) and therrbv undrnvcnt a total 
disgrace' He ims then sent to prison there to remain until he 
had paid the baLaners due by him fhe (ike fate hung over 
the two others who were rescued in time by Radja Shytab 
ri\ s Interposition although not but after the\ had bound 
themsebes solemni) to paj their balances before the eTpiration 
of their leases But at this same time Durdj harrfin having by 
his infidelities and by bis evident incapaaty openly approved 
himself unable to perform a small servKe incumbent on his 
office of Governor Lieutenant wfu disgraced aod dismissed 
and It was determined that his rev^enues and Djaghirs should 
he sequestrated until the full of the balances due by him were 
liquidated but that meanwhile a small pension should be 
resrned for his support 

That envious man bore a grudge to m) illustnous and ev 
cellcnl uncle the valorous S<Sjd-abdol aaly qhan the Mooscvian 
sumnmed the impetuous in battles as if he had proved a thorn 
in his side and an object of envy to him and that too for nd 
other reason than the high regard constantly shewn him by Mir 
djaafer qhan and by his brother Mir-cazem qhan Durdj nariin 
in the heighth of his power and authorit) which after all lasted 
but a while after Mir cazem^han s dismission had out of mere 
jealousy and envv dismissed that illustrious man from the lease 
of the District of hhah-abad and although this Gentoo himself 
a*; well as his father and his cider brother had owed their 
elevation to the favour and their very sustenance and livelihood 
to the crumbs that fell from Mir djanfer qhan s table and from 
those of that Prince b family vet he no sooner mw himself in 
power than he abindoncd that venerable man to the npacitv 
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of hib officeis, who under pretence of examining hit. accounts, 
put him to a variety of trouble and anxiety, and this ^>ev{.re 
usage lasted until the Gentoo himself being dismissed from his 
borrowed authority, Ma!imed-reza-qhan and Radjah Shytab-rav' 
took the whole different under their owm inspection , and finding 
it destitute of any foundation, gave the \enbrable man a full 
acquittal He then received an invitation from Rabia-begum, a 
Princess who knew' the w'hole extent of his merit, and he w'ent to 
Moorshood-abad w'lth Mahmed-reza-qhan For this Minister 
having performed with Shytab-rity’s advice the business for w'hich 
he had come over, returned to Bengal , and Shytab-rcty remaining 
alone, was invested by the Council of Calcutta with the Authority 
of disposing and finishing every business and transaction relative 
to the province of Azim-abad As he was anxious for the honour of 
his character, he applied himself closely to the functions of his new' 
office in conjunction w'lth Mr Rumbold, who on Mr Middleton’s 
unjust dismission from the ChiefslnjD of that city, and the govern- 
ment of the province, had been appointed to command in his stead 
It was at the time w'hen Mr Sykes w'as appointed to act in 
conjunction w'ith Mahmed-re/a-qhan at Moorshood-abad Lord 
Clive satisfied with the state of affairs in these kingdoms, and w'lth 
those a?rangements he li d made, departed to his ow'n country 
This nobleman in his short sojourn in Bengal had always 
proved desirous of finding in Governor Vansittart’s conduct such 
blemishes and misdemeanours, as might come out of themselves 
before the Council in England, in consequence of certain lights 
which he had taken care to provide, and to hold out for that 
purpose For ingratitude and oblivion of benefits have at all 
times been, and still are, so far characteristic in the men of the 
world, and especially w'lthin this short period , and time serving 
and selfish behaviour, now deemed prudence and know'ledge of 
the world, are come so much in fashion-, and are risen to such a 
height, that no trust and no faith can be reposed in another 
man’s friendship or attachment Luckily, however, and'this is to 
be admired, these very persons, who have chosen, such practices, 
and have abandoned every claim to credit and honour, find 
themselves much disappointed in their reckoning , for these after 
having been much made of for a time by their employers, until 
the intended purpose is secured, come at last to be despised and 
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lialed b) them for llitir folly and wickedness so as to become 
In their company a standing stock for scorn and dension In 
consequence of suclt sentiments, those very persons apon whose 
information Lord Clive had reckoned so much and who in fact 
liad served him most sedulously in his vie^\5 proved to be those 
very men that had been over and over loaded with favours and 
bencfitb by Shems-cd ddwlali (Vansitlart) , and yet they joined 
’'Nand coinar his inveterate enemy and having drawn op a long 
list of his misdemeanours, they gave it to Lord Clive under their 
hands and seals A transaction of such a magnitude having 
made an infinite notsc, could not fall to come to iny ears bat 
It was without any certitude of particulars, as liftle is to be got 
from that nation, which never mixes with others and is suspici 
ous and cantious to a high degree being always so much upon 
its guard that strangers cannot come at any of their secrets ) 
nay it is quite impossible 

After this little digression which the ingralilude and wicked 
oc‘ss of the times had thronn in our way we shall return to 
our narrative The Viceroy and the General after having appoint 
ed Mr Veris (Verelst) Gorernor of Calcutta, and General Usmat 
(Smith) Commander lo Chief of all the forces, departed to their 
country It was about the time when Mahmed-reia qhah receiv 
ed from the Emperor, who resided still at Ilah-abad and was of 
late become fond of the company and conversation of the EngUsh 
the titles of Lord of Lords the Fdremost of the State and tbe 
Conspicuous of the Empire (15) with the privilege of being 
earned m a Naleky Through the same recommendation Sbylab 
riy obtained for himself the titles of the Prefect of the State, 
and of the Valiant and Vlctonous in War to which were added 
the honours and insignia of the Mabi He was now cutting a 
capital figure at Axim abad, where he passed his days with 
honour ease, pleasure and profit 

This Minister on the new Governor s installation made a 
voyage •to Calcutta whither I thought proper to accompany him 
his gopd mauneni sod avilibes having made a conquest of my 
heart Mr Veris in several visits received Sbytab rdf band 
Bomely, and dismissed him with regard and honour The 

( 15 ) 0b*D4 qh*n*D, Mnbaryr^-molr 

P*h»djrr Uanw-^ffant 
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administration was settled in tins mannei, that Sh^ab-ray and 
Mahmed-reza-qhan, and Djessaret-qhan, Bahadyr, should order 
all matters rclati\e to Government and Re\enue in the best 
manner the\ should devise foi the Company’s benefit , but that 
twice a week everUhmg they should have settled, should be 
imparted at full length to the respective Englishmen, their 
associates, who should sign in those twm days whatever should 
hav e been latterl) transacted , and that ev ery receipt and ex- 
penditure of each District, after having been so signed by the 
Englishmen of those parts, should be transmitted by each NAib 
or Deput) to the Compaii) ’s Registers of Calcutta at the end of 
each year The affairs of distributive justice were left to the 
Daroga or Superintendent of that department, with power to 
hear and determine in small matters, equitably and to the best 
of his judgment , but affairs of importance were to be decided 
in the Naib’s presence, and in that of the Englishman, his col- 
league, for two days in each w'eek, which days should be different 
from the usual justice days In consequence of such an ar- 
rangement, business went on , and the English commenced 
acquiring a knowledge of the usages and customs of the countr) 
For it was a standing rule with them, that whatever remarkable 
they heard* from any man versed in business, or ev^en from anv 
other individual, was immediately set in writing in a kind of 
book composed of a few blank leaves, wdiich most of them carry 
about, and which they put together afterwards, and bind like a 
book for their future use Matters vv^ent on in that manner, 
until Mr Rumbold having in the year one thousand one hundred 
and eighty-three quitted Bengal to repair to his country, was 
succeeded by Mr Alexander, as vv^as Mr Sykes at Moorshood- 
abad by Mr Beecher 

It was under the latter’s admipistration that a famine made 
its appearance all over the country It made its approaches 
with all its terrors, added to a sev^ere mortality, and to a small- 
pox, that spared no age and no sex S6if-ed-doulah himself fell 
sick of that distemper, and succumbed under its violence , as 
did his kinsman, Ashref-aaly qhan Foteh-olla-qhan, brother- 
in-law to Mahmed-reza-qhan, underw'’ent the same fate, which 
also svv'^ept avv^ay his consort This lady was sister to the consorts 
of Mahmed-reza-qhan and of Hadji-ismail-qhan, (all three being 

S M VOL III —4 
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daughters of Rabla begum whouas herself daughter of Hidjl 
ahraed’s) The famine and small pox haWng made their ap 
pearance at one and the same time in MuharrerUi that is, at the 
commencement of the jear one thousand one hundred and eighty 
four, they both rose to such a height, and raged so violently for 
A.D 176^70 full three months together, that \’a5t multitudes were swept 
a^vay, nor can their number be Lnoum but to Him that knows 
e\erythlng that Is hidden or invisible Whole \illages and 
whole towns were swept away by these two scourges and they 
suddenly disappeared from the face of earth It was in such 
calamitous times, that Is in the month of Zllhidj of the year 1 185 
that Mubarec ed dfiulah third son of Mlr-djaafer-qhan s was 
designed Naiem of Bengal and on Mahraed rera qban's re 
commendation Aaly hibrahim'qhan was appointed Divan or 
Superintendent of the new Prince s household which constitutes 
the whole of what Is called the Nliamet or Government of 
Bengal, and had then a revenne of twenty four lac® from the 
Company's treasury The new Minister who was a man of an 
approved character did not faiJ to exhibit many talents jojned 
to a thorough Inclination to do good and to oblige. Some 
farther changes likewise took place in the new Prince s house 
and family For Mahmed rexa-<)baD, who is a man of strange 
proceedings and still stranger Inclinations after having been for 
a course of years In close connection and in complete Intimacy 
with Menn) begum mother to S^if-ed-dOulah wanted now to 
pull down that Princess whose lofty spirit and extensive influence 
had given him much umbrage and that too after having entered 
with her mto certain stipulations and treaties solemnly sworn to. 
All this change of hands took place for the sake of similar in 
timacies and similar connections and treaties which had arisen 
of late between him and Babboo-begum Mabarec-ed-dOoIa’s 
mother another Princess whom he wanted to raise upon her 
nuns This new favourite having shewn at his Instigationa mind 
to quarrel with Menny begum the two Princesses became so 
mimical to each other that they avoided each other s sight But 
Menny begum whose extent of understanding nothing can be 
compared to but the Immense stock wiiich she is knoum to be 
possessed of in jewels and money’ thoaght proper to take no 
notice of such an alteration and although deeply wounded 
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by such underhand dealings, she thought il beneath her dignity 
to 'descend to an explanation , and she passed the nhole o\er with 
a disdainful silence Ne\ crllieless, Babboo-begum’s authont} and 
swa) were but of short duration 

It was obser\ed at this period that the English of some rank 
spent their time merrily and in pleasures, and Ined upon terms 
of much friendship and intimacy with the noblemen and other 
persons of distinction, nalnesof this counlr) They were endeax- 
ouring to engage them in conxersation, cspeciall} upon the politics 
of the country ,,and so soon as an Englishman could pick up any- 
thing relatu e to the law's or business of this land, he w'ould 
impiediatel) set it down in writing, and la) it up in stor,e for 
the use of another Englishman, nor had the} any other xiew in 
taking notice of a Moghul or a natne, or in courting an acquaint- 
ance with him No wonder then, if some persons, w^ho in these 
times of half knowledge, had conic b) mere chance to the helm 
of affairs and Goxernment, should pro\e fearful, lest others b} 
imparting more knowledge and affording more lights, might 
bring them under the imputation of neglect or infidelity, and 
thereby lessen their importance in the estimation of the English 
» No w^onder, if the) made haste to initiate them in those whatever 
little arts oppression and rapine, wdiich they had themselves 
emplo}ed through thick and thin, and through w'et and dry, or 
which had been devised by vile men, and set up as standing rules 
and established customs It w'as upon such customs tliat they gave 
lessons to the English, doubtless to the end that not a jot of former 
tyrann) might be abated, or lost by disuse An affair of Moorl}- 
dur’s decision came one day to be debated in an assembly, 
where I remember to have been present Two men disputed 
against each other When sentence came to be pronounced, the 
one that had proved faithless and guilty, w'as fined into a sum 
of money, by way of fine and amend , but the other man, who 
had the right on his side, was likewise made to pay some money, 
by way of thanksgiving Mr Rumbold, who did not want 
sense, and was then like his other countrymen, who in those 
beginnings of their dominion were more careful and more inclin- 
ed to conciliate the hearts of the natives than they are at present , 
Mr Rumbold, I say, could not help expressing his surprise at 
the decision, and said “ That to take a fine from the man wdio 
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«as in the ;vrong and had behaved in a surely imperttq,cnt 
manner is a proper way of punishing him it js punishing his 
' infidelity in kind But uhat I cannot understand ' added he 
' Is that a fine should be levied also on him who had the nght 
on his side and ti'as guiltless This seems to be very strange 
‘What can be the meaning of that Thi'i was answered by 
Moorl) dor and the other vile flatterers, who having observed 
the advantage arising from the thanksgiving added " That 
this business bad been transacted according to the rules and 
' customs of the land TTiat there was no innovation of theirs 
' in it nor had they set up any nevv Invention of their own ’ 
Thd’gentleman expressed his astonishment and detestation but 
remained silent for the money arising from the practices of 
that vile multitude of time servers has always a sweet 5a\our 
Can it be expected then that a nation that has been brought to 
suck n head by rcorldy minded men, and %hev}S no other mew or 
intent than that oj adding to its acquisitions will for anylengik 
of time abstain from such practices with such templaiions and 
such examples under its eyesT Even to this day when the veil 
has been ^vlthd^awQ from the whole matter and intirely set 
aside there never comes out of the bands of the English any 
such transaction or matter as may reflect an ill rencfwn on their 
own countrymen directly It is the Indians that are made usi 
of for such purposes and it is only m consequence of th 
behaviour of their dependants in the management of revenm 
raatlcrH and in the distribution of justice and In consequenct 
of the incapacity and baseness of the Hindians themselves 
that some corruption and some oppression lias crept cvei 
amongst the English in office I am inclined to believe that i 
ever these foreigners come to conceive an inclination to alleviati 
the sufferings of the people of this land and to attend to then 
supplications probably the oppressed would find some release 
from the tyranny and hardships under which they now labour 
For it IS observed that not one of those tliat shelved so much 
zeal for the Company’s benefit but in fact had sought only their 
on n n eUare ever thought proper to bestow a moment In Inform 
ing the English of the reasons of some minute institutions of 
tlie necessity of munificence and good will Imrards the natives 
of (he foandilion of ancient customs and for what purpose 
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such and such an institution wa*; set up, or what benefit miglit 
be derned from it Matters have come to such a pass, that the 
Books and Memorandums composed by the English upon such 
interested reports as those of which we have given an example, 
ha\e come to be trusted as so many vouchers , whereas they are 
onl} some faint idea of the exterior and bark, but not of the pith 
or real reason, of those institutions Meanwhile as these 
strangers are men of penetration and extreme keenness of mind , 
and they ha\c been sent b} God Almighty to chastise this guilty, 
criminal race of Hindostanees, over ■^omc of wdiose deluded 
Sovereigns they have been made to prevail by breaking this race 
of proud Pharaohs and improvident short-sighted Princes by the 
strong hand of those new-comers , so they are come at last to 
underv'alue the Hindostanees, and to make no account of the 
natives from the highest to the low^est , and they carry their 
contempt so far, as to employ none but their ownselves in every 
department and in every article of business, esteeming themselves 
better than all others put together It is true that they have 
commenced disputes and altercations with the rulers of their 
own appointing, and with their officers and dependants, but it 
is no less true that in the moment of inquiring about the infidel- 
ites, transactions and concussions of the latter, they have .stopped 
short, to pass over the whole, W'lth dissimulation and connivance 
Nevertheless, this very inquiry is become one of the tokens of 
the Supreme Disposer’s dispensations For these men brought to 
the helm of affairs, and to the summit of power, be the mere 
partiality of the English, had in the little time which their bor- 
rowed authority had lasted, assumed so much pride and state , 
they w'ere puffed with so much arrogance, and betrayed so much 
contempt for the rules of benevolence, and meekness and decence, 
that their behaviour is p^ast belief Neither the forgiven 
Mehabet-djung (i6), nor the illustrious Shudjah-ed-dowlah, 
although both born in the height!) of power and exercising it in 
the fullness of authority, ever came up to one-tenth of the 
haughtiness of these envious men , nor did they ever use their 
dependants with so much superciliousness and arrogance, as did 

(i6) Aaly-verdy-qhan, the last real King of Bengal He is hardly known by 
any other name than that title, which signifies the dignity of war, and possibly, the 
terror of war 
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these new men It ts obseirable of these envioas men that 
whenever they come to spy anyone enjoying some regard and 
consideration amongst the English they get up immediately 
and never give themselves any rest until they have depreciated 
and discredited his merit having made it a point to break the 
spirits and to lower the characters of everyone of those who 
can pretend to derive any native lustre from their noble descent, 
or from their radonal and virtuocs lives and it is a fact that 
everyone ol those new men siogUog oat for ruin and disgrace 
some man of an ancient pedigree allowed himself no rest until 
he had earned faU point, and had banted his game down In 
coDseqaence of which envioos persecution it is come to pass that 
at last all Hindostaoees whatever have gradually lost the consider 
ation and regard they enjoyed hitherto and have fallen promis- 
cuously in disgrace and contempt but in such a manner 
however as that the very perpetrators of those machinations 
have met themselves with a reward adequate to their own wicked 
intentions and have fallen in a greater contempt and disgrace, 
than those very men they bad been pursuing with so mneh 
eagerness Nor has anything befallen them but what they nchly 
deserved, and was of tbetr own seeking nor are they indebted for 
tbcir own disgrace to any bat to their own hand and heart (17) 
Such arc Thy dispensations O Almighty God I 

But let us leave these disagreeable matters We shall speak 
of them more at large hereafter so as to elucidate the above 
sentence for we mast now return to the coarse of our narrative 
We may remember how Mir rob eddm hossim qbart had by a 
sadden stroke of his destiny jumped into the Government of 
PSraniah and had kept possession of it This sudden Governor 
proved to be a man thoughtless and indolent opinionated ox 
cessivcly prodigal and unprovident ever immersed Id a sea of 
pleasures and sensualities and never emerging from the gulf 
of a vancty of strange practices, but to plange headlong inlOAll 
the excesses of drunkenness and forgetfulness of himself He 
had given the title of Qhan to a young man called Asker aaly, 
who was grandson of Shab Muatephi-cSly, one of hb father's 
Dirrctors and he had become so very fond of him os to invest 
him with fall powers over h« public and private concerns T^is 
(17) Ad Arabic scotrcc* of tk« Coraa 
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fondness for him gro\Mng every day stronger and stronger, this 
young man, who was excessively intriguing and ill-natured, and 
withal so impatient and passionate, as to forget himself every 
moment, no sooner found out that his master was devoted to his 
will, tlian he did whatever he pleased. He made it a system to 
undermine all those that kept at a distance from him, whilst he 
promoted and carried forward his owm creatures He spent 
sums of money in the company of dancers of both se\es, singers, 
fortune-tellers, farcers, and a variety of such sorts of people , but 
as he took care also not to meddle wMth some relations of his 
master’s, who were alwa\s of his table and company, he kept 
him in good humour, as well as fully satisfied wnth his owm 
conduct, and all this at the \er) time he was continually 
oppressing both the farmer and the soldier) No wonder if the 
revenues of the province fell into so much languor, that the officers 
of Government at Moor^hood-abad lodged a variety of complaints 
against his master on account of the scantiness of his remittances 
He was w'ntten to several times by some of his friends, wdio gave 
him w'arning of his danger , and even some of his intimates, 
fearless of Ins Naib’s pow-er, ventured upon giving good advice 
to their slothful lord, but did no good , and they soon W'ere ex- 
posed to the revengeful Nfub's resentment At last one Hossein- 
cooly, who had been a favourite eunuch to Seif-qhan, uncle to 
Roh-eddin-hosbein, prevailed upon him, after a deal of words 
and intreaties, to dismisb his favourite, after which he was 
himself made NAib in his stead , and it must be acknowdedared 
that in the little time his administration lasted, he brought 
public matters into some order, and regulated also his master’s 
household But Roh-eddin-hossein, who remained ignorant of 
everything, and minded nothing, but that young man, for 
tvhom he had, I know not whkt for, all the sentiments of the 
most impassionate lover, in a little lime sent for him again, and 
reinstated him in his former office. He devoted himself again to 
his will, dispossessed the poor Hoss6in-cooly, and again left 
everything in that wretched youth’s power and disposal No 
wonder then if Mahmed-reza-qhan, who like all the other men in 
authority of those days, could not bear to see an illustrious name 
enjoy some regard or any consideration amongst the English, 
took care to represent to the Council the arrears and balances 
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due by the Revenue of PSraniab, and got Roh-cddin hoas^io qhan 
dismissed from his office On bis dismission it ^raa bestoTred 
on Riy sduchut riy, who took a lease of that revenue- The 
Council at the same time settled a pension of five thousand rupees 
per month that is sixty thousand a year on Rob eddin hoss^in 
qhan Thiogs went on In that manner for one year ^7hen 
Sduchut liy himself was recalled and cast m pnson and Reiy 
eddin mahmed qhan appointed Governor of the province 

On this occasion it ivas observed that money iiad com 
menced to become scarce in Bengal whether this scarcity be 
ouing to the oppressions and exactions committed by the rulers 
or to the stinginess of the public expense or lastly to the vast 
exportation of coin which IS earned every year to the country 
of England it being common to see every year five or six 
Englishmen or even more who repair to their homes with large 
fortunes Lacs piled upon lacs have therefore been drained 
from this country nor is the cheapness of grain to impose on 
the imagination It arises from nothing else, bot the scarcity 
of coin and the paucity of men and cattle Nor are these 
deficienaes anvthlng else but the natural consequences of 
the non*existence of that numerous Hmdlan cavalry which 
heretofore used to fill up the plains of Bengal and Ba?iar, and 
which (reckoning those in the Government service as well as 
those ID the Zemlndary pa) together with the expectants and 
their servmnts) could not amount to less than seventy* or 
eight) thousand effective men whereas now n horseman is as 
suirce 10 Bengal as a Phccnix in the world. The decrease of 
products in eath Distnct added to the innumerable multitudes 
swept avrayby famine and mortality still go on augmenting the 
dcpoIIutatioD of the country so that an immense quantlt) of 
land remains untilled and fallow whilst those that are tilled 
cannot find a vent for their productions And this is so far 
true that iverc it not for the purchases of Saltpetre, Opium 
raw Silk and while Piece goods which the English make )rnrly 
throughout Bengal and Bahar probabi) a Rupee or an Eshreffi 
would have become in most hands at scarce as the PluIo59pher's 
Slone and it would come to pass that most of the people ncul) 
bom would be at a loss to determine what It was which people 
called heretofore a Rupee and what could be meant former!) b) 
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the word Eshiefi ( i8) Matters continued in that languishing state 
until the end of the year 1184, at winch time Mr Veris having 
thought proper to go home, was succeeded by Mr Cartier, the 
next in rank and seniority Under this new administration the 
decrease of the rents struck the administration with amazement 
and fear They were confounded at the great diminution of the 
revenue, and at the endless minutiae in which it was involved 
These men anxious to investigate the matter to the bottom, and 
to obtain a thorough insight in the rules and usages according to 
which the revenue was collected, came to the resolution of 
sending throughout the country one of their own nation, who 
should inquire what business the subject had with the Ruler , and 
in what relation stand the farmers to the Radjahs and Zemindars 
of the country (rg) , and what these are to give to the rulers of 
the land , and which and what perquisites and duties they draw , 
and under what name do they receive tributes The choice 
fell on Hooshiar-djung-bahadyr, Mr George Vansittart, who 
was also my particular friend , and who in fact proved a man of 
keen genius, much wisdom, and one of those who to a very 
valuable character of their own, joined a great acquaintance with 
the minute parts of business This worth}' man set out on the 
above busings, first by going to Dinadj poor , and there having 
acquired as much knowledge as his time could afford, he was 
Avelcomed with tl)“ applause of his friends and countrymen, as 
well as with the approbation of the Council But as his inquest 
had brought to light many infidelities and disorders in which 
the finances of Bengal were involved , and the Council had 
conceived some general suspicions e\en against Shytab-i^y’s 
administration, which they thought equally tainted, it nas 
resolved that the whole country should be divided into six 
departments , and that over and abgve the respective Councillots 
associated hitherto to Mahmed-reza-qhan, to Shytab-rdy, and to 
Djessaret-qhan, there should be appointed in each of the six 
districts, three or four gentlemen more, not Councillors, but yet 
of a rank next to it, by whose concurrence business should be 
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(18) A gold rupee is worth sixteen silver ones of Calcutta , but those struck 
elsewhere arc inferior in lalue 

(19) Radjahs and Zemindars impl)' nearly the same meaning, namel}, that of 
great land-holders 
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earned on Amongat these Mr Vanfirttart and Mr Palk together 
\nth the Chief of Aiim abad were appointed a Council for that 
province and the whole country n'as dn ided into 5ix collections 
fo wit, Calcutta Bardvan Radj shahv "ith Moorshood-ahad 
Djehan ghlr nagar daca Dlnadj poor and Arim-abad. 

As soon as the appointment of Mr Vansittart to Anro- 
abnd as a member of that Council became public those that 
were mimical to Shytab rij conceived mighty hopes from snrh 
a change although hi* able conduct and hi< obliging man 
ag^ment uere such that few were the men and hut fru 
throughout that whole province that conld find fanlt with hH 
adrhinlstratioQ Nevcrtbcles as it is impostible that everyonf- 
of hi* dependants should have been like his master or that a 
single man s behavionr however equitable and just should be 
of one tenor with all the world those that were envious 
of hi8 greatnesi got everything read) to light up a mighty 
flame in so much that he was intimidated And although the 
hem of his robe was pretty free from the dirt of infidelity and 
the few blemishes in it If any at all could not enter in com 
panson with his many services yet inch was his diffidence at 
the inconvenients that were likely to arise from a di^erence of 
nation and language as well as from his unacquamLnnte with the 
man s character and genius that he became somewhnt rloubtful 
oi what might become of him At la^t VansUtnrt Inmself arrived 
when Shytab-riy went out to meet him as far ns Falwa where 
having taken him upon his own elephant they retunted to the 
city together to tfie no ktnall regret of those envious of Im who 
nought only to rilse disturinnces and hid hastened to wilt on 
Mr Vansittirt with no other view but that of setting up i 
shop of chicane and malice They were struck dumb on seeing 
Shytnb-riy s artful behaviour ladccd he was a man of great 
sense and great honor and not only ivcrse himself from oil acts 
of oppression and infidelity, but vigorously nctive in restraining 
Ins dependants from anything villamons At a great statesman 
and a great accountant, he had ready every kind of piper that 
could be called for Firm and steady In bis behaviour and 
answers, he never boggled or tergiversed at all the numberless 
questions put to him by Mr Vansittart and never shewed nnv 
hesitation in affording whatever information wis desired or 
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whatever Iiglitb were expected He continued to answer w’ltli so 
much firmness and propriety, that he never afforded him any 
opening by which any imputation might be fastened upon his 
character No w’omier if Mi Vansiltart surprised at his candour, 
and convinced of his fidelity, w’lsdom, and knowledge, should have 
set open for him the gates of friendship and union , nor did the 
Radja prove w'anting to himself on such an overture After 
having thoroughly cleared the path of justification, he came 
forth himself from the door of love and attachment , and by a 
respectful behaviour, and a variety of curious present*', he gained 
so much upon the man's mind, that the latter w'as thoroughly 
satisfied with him After Vansittart’s arrival, Mr Alexander, 
who had been recalled, was succeeded b) Mr Djakul, w'ho being 
likewise recalled after a short time, Mr Barwell came in his 
stead \s this gentleman had a strong interest at home, and 
was impressed with a high opinion of his ow n wnsdom and 

f* 

penetration, he did not live upon good terms wnth Mr Vansittart , 
and to show’ hit. own power and sufficiency, he expressed a 
wish that Shytab-ray should entirely close w'lth his measures, 
and give up his connections with the latter To this Shytab-riy 
answered, ‘'That without solid grounds and strong reasons, he 
“ could not estrange himself from his friends , and admitting,” 
said he, '* that f should do ii upon your commands, what de- 
” pendence can you lodge in me yourself after such a proceeding ?” 
This answer was full of fense , but Mr Barwell, who w'as of a 
haughty and violent temper, and likewise indisposed against him, 
could not understand his meaning , and he not only became dis- 
contented, but remained in that mind of his until some time after 
the arrival of the valiant Mester Hushtin, the prop of the State, 
and the impetuous in w’ar (20) This man, w’ho in strength of 
genius, extent of knowledge, beauty of style, and propriety of 
manners, has no equal in these times , and who by his winning 
deportment, and the affability of his temper, has gained so much 
upon the inclinations of all the world, that there is no individual 
but finds himself beholden to him for some favour or some 
benefit, no soonei landed at Calcutta, by order from home, than 
he invited Mr Barwell to a seat in the Committee of Calcutta, an 
assembly of five persons that manage and controul the affairs of 


(20) Umad-cl-mulk, Mester Hushtin'bahadyr, Djeladet-djung 
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all Hindobtan \n order to that purport having been dii> 
patched to tliat geoUemao he repaired to Calcutta, and left 
Mr VansitUrt sole Chief of Arim abad as n'cll as President of 
the Counal which composed the government of that place and 
consisted of four men more to wtt Mr Astnvun (StevenKin) 
Mr Doorox {Mr Droxe ) Mr Avoan Law and Maharadja Shytab 
riy 

VVe have left Governor Vansittart on his u ly to England 
After liif arrival in that country his administration had become 
the oblect of a severe inquiry Lord Clive had taken care to make 
It a general topic m the Counal of that kingdom But Vansittart 
(who was a raan of such an extent of genius and so much firm 
ness of mind that his countiymen themselves acknowledge how 
difficult It would be to find such another man througliout all Eng 
land) look care to give such rational ansuerb to eacJi charge as 

overthrew the accusations prepared again»t him, and set in an 
advantageous light the vMiuabi" services he had rendered lo the 
blate Amongst all (he articles of cJucaoe exhibited *igainst 
ItiQi a prinapal ooe was this that they imputed to him the death 
of (he Eogiisli prisoners sbiughtered by Mir cassecn s order 
But he soon confuted the Imputation by prtxiiicing a paper 
written at Calcutta at (he time of Mr Amyatts death where 
the Counaliors openly disclosed their raind< and importuned 
their Governor for a declaration of war against that Prince 
He proved bis having represented Tlial as there were so man) 
Engluli prisoners In that PrinLC s power it wouM be proper 
to make some accommodation with him at pretoiil until the 
pnsoners should be released after which it might be time to 
go to war but the CouodUors blinded by Uieir pasiion and 
b) the fur) of tlicir resentment unanimously clamoured for WTir 
and gave U under their Ivands that wheiker the prisoners were 
to be zlauf’htered to a man or not they would fps to war /m 
mediately Vansittart on this declaration had consented to an 
immediate W’ar but be kept the paper carefully b) him and 
now he presented It open to the Coundl of England and asked 
whether they conceived now that the slaughter w’as Imputable 
to him or to the Members of the Counal adding that if they 
had Ihe least doubt about the matter it would soon be cleared 
up b) inspecliiig the paper This paper in reality turned 
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the tide in his favour , and the members of the English 
Council, on seeing the contents, applauded his penetration, and 
conceived as much esteem for his keenness of mind, as contempt 
for the precipitancy of his accusers But there was another 
misdemeanour which those accusers wanted to fasten upon him , 
and it was this That he had forborne trading in salt on the Com- 
pany’s account, although he knew that such an article of trade 
w'ould produce immense benefits, w'hen exported duty-free to 
distant places , instead of w'hich, he had left in entirely to 
the Indians "To this new charge Shems-ed-dowlah answered, 
" by acknowdedging the immense benefits that might haye accru- 
ed from trading in salt for the Company’s account ; but he 
" added, that he had been overawed, by a variety of consider- 
" ations arising on that subject , and had been deterred from 
" the attempt, on reflecting on the various branches of trade 
" already enjoyed by the Company throughout the w-hole country 
" That should it be admitted, that the inhabitants of Bengal 
"consisted of five kinds of men, to servants to Govern- 
"ment, handicraftmen, men hauls, labourers, and necessitous 
" people, that is, old and poor men , it would be found that the 
" servants of Government alone amounted to several hundred 
" thousands, who had no other way of subsisting than by dealing 
" in salt, from which article, by-the-bye, they w^ere wholly debar- 
" red in the Company’s own dominions That to those myriads 
" must be added another multitude that have subsisted entire- 
" !y by trad^, at a time when the Company was enjoying but a 
" part of the trade of Bengal, whereas now it enjoys the whole , 
" and another multitude of the belter sort again, w'hich being 
" accustomed to subsist by serving in the cavalry, had found 
" now that such a species of service was entirely disregarded, 
" and had betaken themselves to merchandising It is then for 
" those multitudes,’’ added he, " that I have left alone that branch 
" of trade which might afford them a livelihood , multitudes that 
" amount to as much again as all the people in England and in 
" the Companj^’s service put together , my views having always 
" been, that there might remain some veil over our system, and 
" that every man in Bengal should not become our personal 
" enemy In one word, I was fearful, lest the whole nation, 

" already oppressed by our traders, and by the Company’s 
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encrtx-chments, might be driven to despair, on finding that our 
' knife has cut deep and to the very bone What if bmea arc 
not all of one tenor? Wliat if a change of events shonid take 
plate? Would you choose then to have everyone of those 
‘ people turn out upon yon as your sworn enemies? ’ This 
speech of Vansittarts was greatly applauded by the wise men 
of those parts, and they expressed their contempt of his accusers 
in strong terms In fact these sentence* were very pithy and 
those admonitions proved full of p>eoetTatIoo and of good sense 
'ind what if his adversaries had heen told that ruling and 
government need the assent end satisfaction of the governed 
and that it was far from finding its aeevunt m Hit injury and 
ruin of the subject T 

* If thoa htrt cotrrprtbeflded tbi«, lei aaa Um thj wiukm 

** Rot if thoQ art ioteraFbk, what a pity aod what a pity ( 

Mr Vanslttart having come off vjctonous from those ac 
cubations, become, henceforward so conspicuous that Uiose who 
liad the pcaer of binding and loosing in that conntrv conceived 
that there was no man fitter for (he pmpose of iotrodunng order 
and regularity in that distracted country than himself After 
his departure they sent some further orders for bis perusal 
Misfortune would ba^e it so that the ship which earned him 
was swsllou'ed op b) the sea, in such a manner that no in 
tclligcncc and no \e3tige could ever be discovered of her in an} 
part of the world. When this piece of new* reached England 
the wise men of that country after a thorough examination of 
the case resoUed that in such a conjuncture they had one person 
equal to Mr Vanslttart and none fit to make amends for hts 
loss but Mr Hushtin who was the \er} man fit to be sent and 
to be sealed In hb stead The said Master was then Bard 
sahdb or Go\cmor of Areal in Deuan (ai) The) therefore made 
haste to send him an order to depart for Calcutta where he 
was to take charge of the affairs of that country to peruse the 
Company • dispatches and likewise to attend to the in 
structions destined for Mr Vansittart, which he was to put in 

(ai) As M«limed4a]j>^hao b only a ooeiliial SoTtre lg o of tbt pforloce of 
Amt la Oeesa, tlte people of Iliadostu make do aocoaai of Um, bot always 
reckcra that the GoTCTDor of Madrtst or a they tall h McadradJ or ChJnrnpalan, 
IB fact VkTToy of Arcaf 
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execution in the manner which he might think coin enable At 
the same time the} dispatched another packet to Calcutta, with 
injunctions to leave closed and scaled the instructions destined 
for Mr Vansittart, until Mr Hushtin himself should open and 
peruse them These two orders ha\ing reached their two 
destinations, Mr Hushtin went from Mendradj to Calcutta, 
w’here the packet, that is, the letter of the European Council, 
containing the instructions and orders, had been kept under 
seal ; and duiing the three months w'hich Mr Cartier remained 
in Calcutta, he contented himself with acting onl} as his second 
in the Government , but he availed himself of those three months 
to spend da}s and nights in perusing the papers relative to 
past transactions, and also in meditating upon the orders and 
instructions brought by the said packet At the end of that 
time, which probabl} was the term fixed for Mr Cartier’s admini- 
stration, he took his post in the Governor's chair, and in a few' 
da} s after, he dispatched orders for putting Mahmed-reza-qhan 
and Shytab-r^v under arrest, and for bringing them to Calcutta 
The two orders w’erc addressed to Mr Gram, (John Graham), 
Chief of Moorshood-abad, with so much secrcc} that Mr. V'ansit- 
tart, Chief of A/im-abad, knew nothing of them But it is 
reported that Mr Gram, who was a great friend of Mahmed-reza- 
(jlian’s, had said, that since his endeavours had failed in saving 
and sheltering that Minister, it was proper that Shytalj-r/i^ , 
wlio w'as in a similar office, and upon ill terms with Mahmed- 
re/a-qhan, (but for whose deposition and arrest there was no 
ordei from Europe) should partake of the other's disgrace 
Djon-gram, in consequence of such a management, wrote such 
letters to the Gov'ernor, that he obtained an order foi recalling 
Shytab-ray also, and for putting him in confinement, as well as 
Mahmed-reza-qhan God preserve the innocent from such 
artifices, and such partialities ' 

Mr Djon-gram was at suppei in the house of one of his 
nation, when the Governor’s orders directed to him, were suddenl}' 
brought in He quitted the company sooner than usual, and re- 
paired to his house, from whence he wrote a note to a Captain of 
troops , and straight this piece of intelligence was earned, I know 
not how, m the very w'ords to Mahmed-reza-qhan But he was so 
full of the authority which he enjoyed, that he paid no regard to 


Mr Hushtin 
arrives as 
Governor at 
Calcutta, and 
spends ninety 
days and 
nights in 
perusing 
records 


He sends 

an order for 

arresting 

Mahmed- 

rera-qhan 

and Shytab 

riy 



40 


THE SpIR 


the Intelligence bat recommenced another nap with the almost 
neglect and security There remained no more than one hoar of 
night when the Captain with a battalion of Tallngas arrhed 
close to Nyshat bagh accompanied b) Mr Anderson and he stop 
ped at the gate Mr Anderson ndth some serv'ants went into 
the Nav>ab s apartment and after Intimating the Governor s 
order upon which he condoled with him, he added that there 
was no intention to do bim any harm or to make him nneasy at 
all on any account but that such an order had come and must 
be obejed As Mahmed rexa-qhan bad neither the heart or the 
power to make the least resistance he inclined the head In token 
of submission and consented to whate\ er was required of him 
rhe Captain of troops after dismissing Mahmed reza-qhan s 
Tallngas placed his own in e\er> place and e^e^) spot as a 
guard wdth Injunctions to offer no rudeness and no opposition 
to any of that Minister s servants or to anv of his visitors but 
only to send their Commander immediate notice should anj of 
these offer an} resistance They had orders also to beha\e res- 
pectfully to that Minister but to hinder anything from being 
canied out of the palace and e\«n to take care that himself 
should not ualk in the precincts of the garden unaccompanied 
After such a regulation a Lieutenant (uhleh Ls an ofHcwr next 
in rank to a Captain) was dispatched uith a detachment to that 
Ministers Palace In town which Palace goes b) the name of 
\d8 saqht (33) and coritaiof the apartments of his ladies Such 
Tallngas of the Minister s as he had found on dutj were left as 
the} u'cre but he stationed an equal number of his own nen 
nt ever} door and e\erv gate without offering ho^^e^er an} 
injur} to anyone or even potting an\ question to a single man 
This rcvolntlon nffecte<l dlffercntl} the principal persons of 
Moorshood-abad and It w'as expected that Menny begum who 
had her mind so obscured b} the dost of boldness and discontent 
as to wish for Mahmed reza-qhan s disgrace wmold now avail 
herself of so fair an opportunity to complete his ruin But that 
Princess on the conlrarx had generosity enough to forbear 

ta) Ni>S4«qbt c}£Dlfies otw bnih It i» P<Uc« r^Iavd mad fitted In the 
lliukMta j min Her Bot or Ibe jarden o< letoxle tinf pleucm Ii 

o lefMt «it at fir* mllM Irom Ui#t»e* botH, fumlihed, ind fitted lo the Fnfn^b 
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her pursuit, and benevolence enough lo seek that Minister's 
release, by every means and every endeavour in her power , and 
she performed some manoeuvres to that effect, which would 
have done much honor to an able man, versed in business It 
is with that same steadiness, and uniformity of conduct, that she 
remained attached to Governor Hughtin in the sequel, when he 
came to be attacked by General Clavering, although it was a time 
of doubt and speculation But she remained steady, without ever 
betraying the least weakness, or committing anything wrong 
After Mahmed-reza-qhan’s disgrace, she was appointed tutrix to 
Mubarec-ed-dowlah, and invested with the inspection and absolute 
direction of whatever concerned the Nizamet of Government of 
Bengal, (words, which now signify no more than the household 
of that young Pnnee) To execute the detail of that office, 
she appointed for her N5.ib, or deputy, an eunuch, who was now 
her servant, but who had once been a slave to the forgiven Navvab 
Issac-qhan Unfortunately Itbar-aaly-qhan (for such was the 
eunuch’s name) was a man of a slow comprehension, and a 
distorted disposition, narrow-minded, and of an unequal temper, 
who gave a deal of trouble and uneasiness to an infinity of 
people -(23) , and this proved the only blemish in that Princess’s 
conduct For although she is not of a virtuous family, nor of a 
noble birth, yet she is a woman of infinite merit , and her good 
sense, as well as her steadiness of temper, are never so remarka- 
able, as when she has any scheme to carry forward For whatever 
she has once undertaken, she never fails to perform , as she al- 
w'ays finds some expedient to bnng it to perfection And had she 
brought herself to the practice of sitting behind a curtain, and of 
hearing herself from thence the representations of suitors, in order 
lo determine them afterwards with her deputy, there is no doubt 
but the Government of Moorshood-abad, and the direction of the 
affairs of the Nizamet, (at least such as it is at the present day). 


(23) Numbers of people, who know Itbar-aaly-qhan personally, (and the 
Translator is one of them), differ greatly from our Author in this portrait 

They say, that he is a man of much sense, and very extensive charity But 
he has been a man in office for a number of years, and in an office which chiefly 
consisted in rejecting some people’s requests, and in admitting others , and such a 
state of things cannot fail of producing much odium, and still greater envy and 
jealousy 
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would have never been taken oat of her hands Instead of that, 
she gave herself up to the eunuch entirely, a man opinionated, 
deatitate of sense, and incap^le of the art of ruling By that 
man s counaeli she reduced both Mubarec ed-dftwlah, and bis 
mother Babboo b^nm to ho 1oi\ a condition (although she 
herself had been bred o itlave girl in the house of Babboo 
b^ura s father) that both th< mother and son came at last to be 
bereft of all power and to lose nil credit and consideration 
But it must be confessed that Mubarec cd dfinlah deserved no 
belter usage as we shall shortly mention after relating some 
other events of more importance 

tVe ha\e left \fahraed reta-<jhaD under arrest and with an 
English guard upon him He was in suspense between fear and 
supplication when there came a vcond order from the Goremor 
to bring him down to Calcutta and thither he was sent und r 
the same guard which had been already charged mth him it 
A-Din' w*s in the year of the Hedjrah ii86 A vast concourse of 
people whether from a pnnciple of time serving or from i 
regard to the known adage tMe ntgkt ts prtgMnt what skill 
it bring forth to morroto T attended him as far as Palassy from 
whence they returned but ouraber* who wanted to^be before 
hand witli their rivals went as far as Calcutta from whence on 
finding his affairs desperate they returned after a short stay 
Insomuch that none remained with him but a certain number of 
persons attached to him personalK Here it must be observed 
that Calcutta IS an Immense city, not unlike the ocean no one 
cares for another m the English territory , and as Mahmed rexa 
qhan was now mthln the Companyr^s precincts he expenenced 
daily a gradual diminution of that regard and those honors 
which hdd been hitherto onstantly pnid him Tbe attention to 
bis concerns dimmisbed every day bis answ'ers and demands 
were postponed and set by and otht r busmtrss taken in hand 
Meanwhile Djon gram xvho was a warm friend to him, and 
a stranger to Sh)tabrdy, finding difficulties In supporting 
the former conlnved to involve the Utter In Mahmed ren qlian s 
misfortunes (although probably there was no such ordirfrom 
Europe) and he managed so dexterously as to have ‘•urli an 
order sent to Aiim ihad Bat such u is tho obliging brhaiiour 
of the Ridjah s and soch liis art of conciliatin'^ Ihi. minds of 
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everyone, and of giving satisfaction to all, that Mr 'George 
Vansittart, to whom the order was addressed, contented himself 
with advising him to repair to Calcutta before such a day, and 
he carried his regard so far, that without informing him of the 
purport of his orders, he only advised him, as a friend, to take 
such a journey , nor did he disclose the matter to him until 
about the end of the month of Sefer, in the year ii86 So that 
there elapsed a whole month betwixt his arrest and that of 
Mahmed-reza-qhan’s The Radja, on the appointed day, got 
into his Badjara, and proceeded on his journey to Calcutta Mr. 
Vansittart having appointed a company'of Talingas to do him 
honor, gave secret orders to the Soobadar, that is, to the Com- 
mander of it, to let him proceed as far as the confines of the 
Government of Azim-abad, after which he was himself to embark 
on the same Badjara, by way of attendance , but without depart- 
ing from ihe usual custom of paying his bow in the morning, 
or of shewing every mark of respect and regard, until he had 
earned him to Calcutta Shytab-ray having been in this manner 
conducted to that city, landed at the house which he had always 
used But the detail of the answers and questions relative to 
these two prisoners, is not public , nor is. it come to light how 
that affair «nded Whenever it comes out, properly attested, 
mention shall be made of it in the continuation of these sheets, 
if it pleases God 

After about two months more the Members of the Council 
of Moorshood-abad, and of Azim-abad, received an order of the 
Council of Calcutta, by which Radja Shytab-rdy and Mahmed- 
reza-qhan were declared dismissed from their respective offices 
of inspection over the Imperial Qhalissah, (that is, over the 
estimate and collection of the Imperial revenue), with injunction 
to those two provincial Councils, tp take that business into their 
own hands The next day, in the morning, Mr Vansittart 
having assembled in the Imperial castle the principal men of 
the city, and the heads of offices, repaired himself thither, with 
his Council , and having retmed with them into a room apart, he 
translated the supreme orders in Persian, and gave them to 
the Moonshy or Secretary, Setadj-eddin-mohamed-qhan, with 
orders to read them in a loud voice to the whole assembly , to 
which he was to explain them distinctly, article by article The 
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purport nas ' Tliat Mabaradja Shytab rily had been diamlsaed 
from the office of Divan of the Imperial Revenue and that 
the Council qf Aatm abad bad been appointed to rule In hta 
‘stead to whose orders of course the officers of that office 
were to pay obedience but that the said Maharadja having 
been confirmed in his office of the management of the Niramet, 
they were therefore to acknowledge his authority in that 
branch ' From that period the Members of the Council Iiave 
continued in the management of the Qhahs'^ali or office of 
finances singly and m full authority without the assistance of 
an}^ Hindostani N4ib, or deputy and althougli it is certain that, 
long before tin period and so early ns Mir daafer-qlian's 
demise the English had ever borne a sovereign sway in every 
thing and had enjo)ed full power cverjwhere yet upon the 
whole the management of the finances was id the hands of 
Mahmed reza qhan and of Shytab-rdy nor was it but some 
years after that is. on the amval of Governor Husbtiu in llie 
A D 1771 year 1 186 of the Hedjrah that the Eoglis'i gentlemen have ac 
cuatomed themselves to govern without the assistance of an 
Hmdoiatanee Nitb or of any other creditable man from the 
natives excepting hov?cvcr some clerks and bome other depend 
ants of Mahmed roxa-qhan 8 and of Shytab-rdy s, which were 
kept as registers and detail men but slHl under the absolute 
controul and tbe sole direction of the gentlemen of the Council 
It Is true that the English retain at Calcutta a Gentoo who is 
son of D8l8b ram, and grandson to Radja Djanki ram one of 
Aaly verdy qhan s Ministers but it Is only for show and 
allhoagh he bears the name of Divan of the Imperial -Qballssah 
lie IS in fact no more than a clerk to Mr Doocreel (Ducarel), 
and to every Englibhman that shall be appointed real Divan or 
bupenntendent of that office Who knowi what shall happen 
next? We have seen stranger things than that 

For on the beginning of the year 1 ipj Qbyaliram went to 
Calcutta where be took a lease of the revenues of Azim-abad 
partly on his owm account, and the rest on account of Radja 
Caalyan sing son to Shytab-rdy but ho ^vas hardly returned, 
when there nrow feuds and heart-burnings between them both 
In a little lime Qhyalirom and after lum Sadooram were s>ent 
into confinement and disgraced so ns to lose at! credit by 
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which revolution Caalyan-sing was left in the vortex of necessity 
and embarrassment, endeavouring in vain to collect the balances 
due from the districts of those two Gentoos, and from his own 

“ The world is undone by the men of world, * 

" The pretence is Siavush and Afrasiab (24) ” 

When Mahmed-reza-qhan and Shytab-r^y arrived, under a 
guard of English soldiers, at Calcutta, the Governor was prepar- 
ing to take a journey to Moorshood-abad, in order to acquire a 
knowledge of the affairs of Bengal, and to put them under 
proper management But first of all, in compliance with the 
instructions arnved from his country, he suppressed the Council of 
twelve that had hitherto presided over the affairs of all, Bengal , 
and in their stead he established a Committee of five, of which 
himself was the head Mr Barwell, who arrived at the end of 
the year, was the fourth of that Council, but at the end of a 
twelve month, he went home The names of the three others I 
do not know The ten or twelve former Councillors were 
ordered to oversee the Company’s mercantile affairs, but under 
the controul of the Committee Committee signifies an as- 
sembly that has full authority to bind and lose all matters, high 
or low, relative to this country, whether for making conquests, 
for waging war against obstinate Princes at the head of armies, 
or for making peace with those who are abandoned by fortune, 
and submit to their fate All these matters, and many more of 
that importance, are all determined in that assembly, in such a 
manner as they think convenable The Governor, after having 
taken these arrangements, set out in the month of the first Rabi, 
of the year 1186, and came by himself, or only with some 
Members of the Committee, to Moorshood-abad, where he spent 
about two months and-a-half in putting in order the affairs of 
the country, and in dismissing or confirming some officers and 
other persons who had been concerned in raising or depressing 
Mahmed-reza-qhan’s power , after which he returned to Calcutta 
He reduced the Nazem’s, or Nominal Navvab’s allowance, 
from twenty-four lacs a year to sixteen j and out of regard to 
Mubarec-ed-dowlah’s tender age, he left the disposal of that sum 
to Menny-begum’s discretion It was destined to defray the 

(24) Two ancient Kings of Persia , the first of whom in particular occasioned 
very bloody wars 
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housclwld^ expenses of the>oung Navvab s, as well as soma 
articles of luxury and parade customary with the Pnn<.e« of 
these countrica , likewise to pa^ a number of pensions to Mir 
djaafcr qban's relations and to the women with whom he h i ’ 
cohabited as well as to some of liie descendantb of Aaly verdv 
qhan , lastly, to afford some resource to a number of deserving 
persons to whom much attention had always been paid by 
former N«uenis In the like manner a small sum was allow'cd 
for the subsistence of some families allied to that of the young 
Prince s A like sum was made np for the decayed families of 
Aiim abad differect from the salary allowed to the Naiom of 
that place who is now Shvtab riy a son Bat as this *nm is not 
confounded in that allowed to the Nazem it is regularly paid to 
tlie proper persons without any cbargLP whereas that of 
Moorsliood>abad being not kept distinct from the Nazem s 
allowance, it falls within the disposal of hm officers, and of his 
N4ib, all men who being changed or dismissed every second or 
third year (whilst tho e actually in office are perpetually busy in 
undermining each other dependant') and Inends), unavoidably 
become covetoas, and think of nothing but of the various arts 
of filling their own purse* without minding the pensioners who 
arc always left in the lurch For these poor people, rvho are 
nameroos, and the remaining stock of the auaenl nobility, being 
kept out of their peosioo* some (or sixteen and some (or twenty 
five months together lose very often the whole of their arrears 
it being customary to make them sign a receipt In full, under 
solemn promises of their being henceforward paid regularly, and 
iftenvards to inform them that upon Inquiry it is found that 
the treasury is unable to discharge the baJances due but most 
assuredly would be put for tho future upon a better footing and 
the officers and clerks having thereby got a release fall anew 
m the practices of their predecessors So that those ill fated 
men, and especially the Moorshood abad pensioners, who in 
these hard times have not a single resource under the canopy of 
the Hlndoitany heiven arc reduced to such miseries as God 
relieve mankind from nor do their drcumstanc?es or the 
suffering* of the wretched, affect in the least either the Nazem 
or hu NAlb, or the Begums or any of th< men m power or 
any of the officers of justice, and >ct wca even that sum which 
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IS fixed, to be distributed properly, and according to the rules 
of common sense and commiseration, numbers of people would 
thereby get a sufficient subsistence, and pass their lives in some 
comfort But such is their hard fate, that their rulers and ad- 
ministrators, regardless of the tears of mankind, and unmindful of 
the fear of God, remain entirely insensible , being themselves in- 
capable of any sense of honour, and fearless of any danger from 
the publicity of the facts , whilst, in matters which cannot con- 
duce to, either their happiness in this world, or their safety in 
the other, they spend thousands and thousands, nay lacs and lacs, 
and never abate from their vanities and misdemeanours > as we 
shall mention shortly, if it pleases God, when we shall by-and- 
bye say something of their lives, although only'as one would 
mention an unity out of a thousand, oi shew a sample out of a 
heap But this is enough at present upon so disagreeable a 
subject , let us revert to politics 

The Governor, after having finished the business which he 
had in mind, returned to Calcutta, and on a Tuesday, the sixth 
or sixteenth of the month of the second Djemady, in the year 
1186, he arnved in that city, where he ordered the Committee 
to commsnce the trial of Mahmed-reza-qhan, and of Shytab-riy, 
in such a manner, as each of t'hem should be carried to make 
his answers and questions separately, and upon alternate days 
They commenced with Shytab-r^y , but as this man had with 
him some decisive papers, and the hem of his garment was free 
from any dirt , as there did not subsist against him any such 
grave accusations, nor any such high discontents, as might spoil 
Ins affairs, (which, by-the-by'e, was exactly the case of Mahmed- 
reza-qhaii’s) his trial w^as soon closed His conduct proved 
quite free fiom the blemishes and false steps of which he had 

o 

been suspected and accused , insomuch that after a y'ear’s con- 
ferences and discussions, he was honorably' acquitled The 
Governor, and all the Members of the Committee, after many 
' vcuses and much apology, shewed him every kindness im- 
aginable , and they sent him back to his office with a letter con- 
ceiv< d in these terms ‘'They confessed, that the suspicions 
“ on Shy tab-r4y’s fidelity, w'hich for cctain reasons had found 
"their w'ay into the minds of the Committee of Calcutta and 
" of the supreme rulers in Europe, had proved, after a very' long. 
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and a very exact exammation deaUtule of any (oundation 
‘ and that nothing bad appeared from that excellent mao bat 
‘ proofs of fidelity, fair attachment, and seal That it followed 
therefore that the hard treatment he had experienced, had 
been unmerited and far from what his valuable services had 
deserved To this they added a dress of honour suitable to 
his rank and merits with an elephant and a number of jewels 
and be dismissed to hts former station of associate in the 
Conncii of Azim-abad Bat tlte man had already broke his 
heart accustomed these many years to the kindnesses and cares^ 
ses of the English Rulers he conld not brook the ill return he 
had received for the many valuable services he bad rendered 
the State He fell into a despondent state of mind and took a 
dislike against all the world, as well as against his own life 
The truth is lluit his predestined time being likewise at hand 
a slight looseness nhbh chanced to come upon him on his arnval 
nt Azim abad turned into a violent flux and made him covet 
victaaJs and things he was not accustomed to. The steadiness 
of bis mind and bu utoal temper forsook him and he hence 
forward made no disUnctfoa between what was hurtfal, and 
what \ras beneficial to him It is true that the learned Piu«aaiy 
(whom may this salute of mine reach at some lacky bonr I) a 
famous physician who m these days has not bis equal at Azim 
abad bad attended him some time and there appeared evident 
signs of his good management having been beneficial but there 
were about the sick man’s person some sycophants and illiberal 
men, who made it a point to represent me (who was one of 
Mr Vanslltart 8 friends) as inimical to his welfare and at last 
found means to remove from his person the physician above 
who then lived with me after having represented his just re 
pnmaods and bu unfeigned zeal together ivlth his attachment 
to me as so man) proofs of hatred and enmity insomuch that 
when the sick man was forced by neccaait) to recall him again 
and he heard him stronj^ly recommend hu abstainmg from the 
man) coraponnd medicines which ignorant persons of all sorts 
used to prepare in secret for him this ill fated man already 
prisoner to death, abstained altogether from all physic and 
left the whole to the course of nature. Nevertheless In con 
sequence of the solicitations of the Gentlemen of the Council 
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who so far from being mimical to him, were sincerely desirous 
of his recovery, he applied to a doctor, which in English signifies 
a physician , but this doctor having conjectured that it was 
proper to evacuate and remove out of his body the impure mixture 
which had taken consistence in it, he gave him a purging dose, 
by which the sick man’s stomach, alread reduced to extreme 
debility, became weaker and weaker, and at last lost all power 
of digestion 

Raja Shytab-r£y, originally a Cahtri (25) by tribe, was a 
Kahut-suka-sun by race, and born at Shah-djehan-abad. He was 
bred in the family of Semsam-ed-dowlah, son to another Semsam- 
ed-dovvlah, better known under the name of QhandoSran, Lor^ of 
Lords to Mahmed-shah , and he commenced by getting into the 
service of one Aga-sol6iman, a Georgian, who was slave and 
steward to Semsam-ed-dowlah, as well as everything in his house 
He had at first but a small salary , but by his abilities in business, 
and by his meritorious services, he soon became the centre of 
all business in Aga-sol6iman’s house, and of course the absolute 
ruler of Semsam-ed-dowlah’s affairs On that nobleman’s 
repairing to the mansions of God’s mercy, and on that capital’s 
becoming a continual scene of revolutions, he concluded that 
there was no safety for him in those parts , and he obtained the 
Imperial Divanship of Azim-abad, with the management of the 
Djaghirs of his master's son, being the districts of Poluch and 
Malda in Bengal Thus provided, he came into these eastern 
countries, and, as it has been already mentioned, soon raised 
himself to the summit of power He was a man of great sense, 
a Minister knowing in business, and a clerk of a quick dispatch, 
keen, and full of penetration in everything he .took in hand , 
and he had so many other valuable qualities besides, that I 
always thought him the most deserving, and the ablest man 
amongst the most eminent men of Hindostan Although 
originally a clerk and a penman, he proved that he did not want 
either courage or prowess upon an emergency , and although he 
had seen himself courted by Vezirs and by Emperors, neverthe- 
less he had so little pride about him, that he behaved to men 

(2$) The Cahtries are one of the four grand tribes or races, into which the 
Hindoos are divided, it is the second The buca suns are a sub dnision , and 
there is an mfinitj of subdivisions 
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of virtue or of distinction with a modesty and an humility that 
disarmed envy itself Ho comprehended at once and at the 
very first outset, the intent of everyone s supplication and he 
used to grant it with a deal of condescension^ if he bad it in his 
power and the subject deserved it or else he would offer a 
handsome excuse, in a condoling language , so that no petitioner 
evt'r went away from hU presence dissatified or discontented 
Pifpetoally in the hnrrj of business and in conference u ith a 
\anetj of people from day break till noon day and from the 
e\ ening to three o clock in the rooming he seemed neither fatigued 
with the number nor impatiented with the singtilanty and 
extravagance of the demands endlessly crowding upon him but 
nonld attend to everyone with a regard always proportioned to 
the petitioner's rank never chiding or rcpnmanding anjone or 
making uieof a harsh or dishonest expression nor did ever a word 
of abuse or rudeness come out of hls mouth Keen and knowing 
mevciytbing and wcif appnsed of the pifees of all kfnds of 
wares he never disputed with merchants hut wonld give them a 
handsome pace at once; nor vvoold he admit stinginess or 
econom) whenever he wanted to make a present Fond of living 
high and u-ith elegince, he used to procure from distant cheap 
places such provisions as he waDledforbisonm use endeasounog 
to reconale that taste of his with the dimensions of his ptine 
Magnihcent and generous id bis household, he,strove as much 
as bis finances could afford to live up to the grandLur and 
hospilalitj of a middling Orarah of Hindoslan For on the very 
arrival of some person of distinction m town he would send him 
according to his rank and stAtton, a number of tables covered 
with a variety of sweetmeats delicacies and dressed victuals, of 
which be had always quantities made with the utmost nicety and 
attenlion Jn the entertainments and feasts which he used often 
to give he always imitated the splendidness and the customs of 
the Moghuls (36) and when at table he used to Invite his 

(*6) Ahtioa;^ tlM Mc^ol that Is th* Htadaitiox way at llvlrtf b so rtrj 
icif»i4or to so Earepou tsbis both for tht raristy sad costJIaess of the rtetasb. 
aod for th* nprutreoeas of Dq 0 iMa aod other rtlclra, yet saefa as it Is, tt U In 
cocDparaily snpertor to the III doo or Cento wayof flria^ j the very Radjahs 
sod Klop of that pemaslon llvtox whh tuch aa tyttr'almtacn as voalj fHcbt 
oat of their boles, a]] the b«nnlt of Earope 
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mind even jo Ujvs manner his method was then to sftid for the 
person and after having excused him^eU In a rational manner 
he ended hia apology by making him t handsome present over and 
aboie a sufficient sam to carry him back , and he ahvays finished 
Ids compliment by dismissing him with politeness and regret 
Shell shenf-eddin mohammed a descendint of the Protomartyr 
Sheh siid mohammed, (whose station may God exalt to a higher 
one Ij was an aged learned pioos mao and one of the prinapal 
citizens of (27) Ned|ef eshreff (the nobility and holiness of 
which spot may God augment 1 ) who urged by neL( ssity and 
by the distress Into which he had fallen through some accident 
had conceived a design of repainng to India on hearing of the 
opolence of thfc country and of the rich presents made and the 
high regard paid by the Grandees of that land to the officers and 
serN'ants of the sublime places and to those that liad lived in or 
had visited the holy alics (and indeed such was the custom in 
India when the Empire wusyetin its lustre) In these hopes he 
armed in Hoogly in his eightieth year and for i full year made 
a shift to live in that city and m MoorshocKl*abad bol although 
both the Naxem of Bengal as well as his NAfb or lieutenant (28), 
were men of much wealth and power both Mussulmen and both 
served b) dependants rich and opulent, yet no one took infficicnt 
nobce of his circumstances so that the venerable old man 
resolved to try his fortune elsewhere and be set out for A8d 
and Lnenow the capltab of Shudjah^d dOwIah s donuiiions as 
well as for llab^abad, then the capital and residence of ilie 
Emperor Shah-aalem On bis w'ay thUher Tie arrived nt Arim 
abad where having bad myself the honor to pay him a visit, I 
procured the same advantage to Radjn Shytab r£j This 
Minister on his first heanng of that venerable man s arrival and 
circumstances got into his paleky and aJlho a Gentoo he left 
at the door hi» retinue and insignia, and went in only >vitb one 

{Tj) Nedfef'Otirfff slfolSos tlw faoljrapot abort lb* wu*t«. Inf*ct,It(sa 
spot aln)ri fre* from tbe loBirdctloiu ef tbe Porst or Etpbntes, vbereoa Aitj tb« 
coatlt «on4a-\air of Maboenct. Jt tolotobtd. H%oc« lK« dlj of C8tah ItscU 
bears PC ftber D«nM thiD that of Nedjeff^hrdf. Tbta spot as w«]I u KvrbdU. 
near Bagdad, where Hostfit) soatoAal/ h entombed. Ii ilwa^ d«tl|rned bj' tbe 
words, fJL/ /fores for It Is on]/ Mecca, tbe (lorloos aed bletHoa, tba flln 
miflited, that are desifned hj the wwds, eitifi 

(39) ^tobarec^-d&wUh, at»d his depot/ ^(•brard reia-^hae 
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or two ser\ants, and no oilier company than Mir-ca\am-eddin- 
qhan He made his bow with llie utmost modesty and respect, and 
whate\er instances weie made by the holy man lor his taking 
his seat upon a mesned, winch he had provided for the purpose, 
he constantl)" declined sitting upon it, but took his place in a 
corner of the carpet, whereon the old man was sitting, and 
after having spent a full hour in lns^ compaii), and obtained his 
acceptance of an entertainment, withdrew with a respectful 
posture In the evening, which was the time appointed, he ordered 
to be spread for him a superb mesned, used by himself only on 
festnal days, and then took his seat upon a small white carpel, 
forbidding all Ins people to intrude upon him during the w hble visit 
The hoi) man haMng set out with me after the e\ening prayers, 
was met by the Radja, in the \ery middle of the yard, where 
having paid him a profound bow, he took him by the hand, and 
conducted him to the mesned spread for him, and there enter- 
tained him in such an humble, pious manner, that the Shell, 
highly satisfied, could not help expressing himself in these w^ords 
“I wish, sir, that God had given also to the Mussulmen of this 
“ land, a part of those good qualities which He has bestowed 
“ upon you ” As he spoke Arabic, the Radja did not understand 
him, ancM served as interpreter The Radja returned thanks 
for the compliment, and observed how' little he deserved it , and 
on his departure, he presented him wnth two tables covered wnth 
fine stuffs, such as paired shawds (29), kimqhabs (30), choice clothes 
and other rich gifts Out of respect to him, bethought it improper 
to bring any money in his presence , but after his departure, 
and when the Sheh was arrived wuth me in his company, to the 
house of the forgiven Zehir-hoss^in-qhan, he sent after him, by 
the hands of a trusty servant, a bag of a thousand rupees, which 
the bearer put secretly in my^ hand, and which I presented in a 
respectful manner to the holy, hoary man 

Once there ''came at Azim-abad a person well-known to 
Shytab-rdy, but also a friend and a favourite of the Prime 

(29) Shawls (a delicate, costly stuff, now well known in England) are sold as 
, well as presented in couples 

(30) Kimqhabs are silk stuffs, sprinkled over with gold and sliver flowers 
The best come from GSdjrat , for there is a manufacture 6f them at Banares, 
which although worked and inspected by ' GSdjraties, nevertheless affords stuffs 
inferior in quality, as well as in liveliness and colour 
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Minister Naknr mul Divan of the Imperial Qhalisaah of Hlndo 
Stan who resided lo Shah djrhan abad, a than accustomed to go 
apon a par with Vriirs and Omrahs This person came from 
^hah-djehan-abad for the jiurposc of perfor ning the ccrehion} 
of the Gijah (31) a rite which the Geotoos perform for their 
departed parents and which is for them a divine institution so 
obligatory that without it they do not believe that the departed 
soul can be saved On his asking at his departure a letter of 
recommendation for Radja Shjtab riy Naknr mal answered 
Maharadja Shytab<n(y Is one of your acquaintances as well as 
myself nor is he void of dvility and good manners and as we 
Gentdos have the performance of the above rite in high venrra 
** tion and hold it highly meritorions doubtless he will not fail 
to oblige 3 ou As for the letter yoo request of me it may 
'^perhaps be of disservice to you What if my self love does 
not bear to write lo him in a style suitable to the station and 
rank he now enjoys there ? And what if h!s &elf love would 
‘ not bear a style answerable to the station and rank be once 
held here ? He now rubs hts forehead against the third heaven 
and the pernsal of my letter would spoil your business It 
must be observed, that Radja Sbytab rdy in imitation of tJie 
most attentive and most sensible Grandees of HindosLan used to 
spend great sums of money In getting intelligence about every 
Sovereign and every Governor of that region allowing those in 
the secret of affairs monthly and j early pensions and keeping 
for that purpose in every Court an agent who comrolted to 
writing without addition or retrenchment every transaction 
and every speech worthy of record reguIaHy transmuting the 
same to other agents stationed for receiving such intelligence 
No wonder then if Shylab r 4 y being so well served this speech 
of Nakur mul s had been faitlifully conveyed lo him in the very 
words that bad been used On the first interview therefore 
with the person in question he contented himself with saying to 
him Sir that a person like you should cpme from so far and 
tliat His Excellency the Pnnic Minister should have not wrote 
me two lines on your behalf looks very strange and Is of bad 

(31} Gijnl) U a tova at thm of fenir dayi lootti of Axim-abad or Pstn*. U 
nA place of great resort for tbe llladooi wbogo tbUber !■ pUgHmige from in 
psrt of India 
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" omen for )ou." The person answered, Unit as himself had the 
honour to be of Sh} tab-rily’s acquaintance, there was no need of 
a letter*, for as the Prime Minister is a ‘sensible man, helms 
understood that the Maliaradja (my Lord), that is Shytab-r.-f) , 
was already informed of the intention. Not so, sir, replied Sh) tab- 
r^y, not so Then, rejoined the man, your Lordship is well 
inlormed of the whole matter , and if that be the case, there is 
no in cessity for your putting any questions about it Shylab- 
ray's friends, such a*: Radja Qliy-aaly-ram, and iMir-cavam-cddin- 
hossein-qhan, who were pro'^ent, understood not a word in the 
abo\e enigma, but thought it improper to put any questions in 
the new guest’s pre‘?encc , howe\tr, after he was departed, they 
a'^ked what w'as the meaning of all that mysterious dialogue ? 
Sh}tab-rit} recited the intelligence he had received, and the very 
w’Ords of the speech, and then expressed himself in this manner 
/ hope to he up unth hiviy tf it pleases God , w’ords winch liad a 
reference to what he knew' himself, but which no one could com- 
prehend , still less could anyone guess what he meant by that 
expression of his , nor w'hat he could do to one who would not 
meddle with him When the person in question came to be upon 
his departure, Shytab-ril} made him a suitable present, and put 
in his hands a letter for Nakur-mul, couched in a very respi'ct- 
ful and very humble style , although he had no manner of expect- 
ations from that quarter, and stood in no need of any service 
from that Munster It was to this purport “ The letter you have 
“ honored me W'lth lias been an object of pride and consolation 
“ fur me It is hoped, from the good nature of your Excellency’s 
“ character, that you shall vouchsafe to gladden by a small token 
*■ of your good will, the hearts of those your petitioners, that are 
“ doomed to live at such a distance from \ou ” And to this let- 
ter he added a curious present, -to the amount of ten or twelve 
thousand rupees, or even more , consisting of Atur of Aagur (32), 

(32) The Agalla-wood, called Aagur in India, and 8d by the Turks, Persians, 
and Arabs, yields, especially at the knotty parts, h rosin, from which they extract 
an essence highly scented, and so dear as to sell even in Bengal for twenty-five times 
its weight in silver Some even prefer that essence to that of roses , and in Hindo- 
stan, whither it is imported from Bengal, it sells full as dear, thst is, twice or thrice 
its weight in gold This tree, which is now found only in the Feninsuli beyond 
the Ganges, and in those parts of Bengal that border on it, is exceedingly scarce, 
and IS hardly found, but when the rains and floods have tome it from its place, 
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or AgaJla wood delicate coUon linen manufactured only in 
Bengal and such aais hardly to be procured elsewhere bedstead 
feet, of Ivory watches and dock:* mad<* In Europe lostrcs and 
pconces of a glass that emulated rock-crystal looking glasses 
of great dimensions and a vanely of curiosities from Europe 
pnd China all which he entrusted to the above person But the 
latter sent them beforehand to Shah djehan-abad as he had come 
lo perform hia pilgrimage at Gityah Nakur mul on hearing 
of the words uttered by Shytab rrfy and of the manner equally 
noble and delicate 10 which he had acted was lost in amaiement 
and s^id This gentleman has acted with so much sense and 
nobility that he has given me a lesson from afar and has totally 
' covered me with shame and confusion 

But it was in the famine of 1183 that this singular man 
had a full opportunity of exhibiting his character In the most 
advantageous light Tins famine desolated the whole country 
of Bahar as well as the whole kingdom of Bengal Shytab 
ri) melted by the sufTenogs of the people provided In a band 
some manner for the necessities of the poor of the decrepit 
the old and the distressed and here U the method which he 
cuntnved for that purpose In that dreadfnl year uhef;) famine 
and mortality going hand m hand stalked everywhere, mowing 
down mankind by thousands Shytab riy who heard that the 
grain w'l a little cheaper and m greater plenty at Banarcs 
htt apart a sum of thu-ly thousand rupees and directed that 
tlie boats and rowers belonging to his household should bring 
regularly to Aiim-abid three times a month the grain provided 
vnlh that sum at Banarcs This grain being landed at Azim abad 
was sold at the Banarcs pnee whilst the boats were dispatched 
for another tnp by which management there were a!wa)*8 hosts 
Innding and boats loading in this manner during the whole 
time which liie famine lobted Ins num rous boats dlinded in three 
squadrons, were constant!) employed in bringing corn whlcli 
his people sold at the onginal price without loading it with the 
charges losses and transport and it was purchased by the 

Hd kft It Btlckb^ o the tm»Jd/ ThoM thit bar* b*CB la tfae caw of m«k 
erf tm ofShiibetn*T S t e i oo’waod for common foeiand tuv« attended to the 
>amrtc»» of mell will be wy mock toeU led to TOptet that the Aefnr-tree most 
be nothiof die bot lorne See-toolree frowa very old 


\ 
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necessitous, who flocked to his granaries from all parts But 
as there were still vast numbers that could not afford to purchase 
gram so dear (33), he ordered them to be divided into four 
classes, which were lodged in three or four gardens, or seats, 
surrounded by w'alls, where they w’ere w'atched, as prisoners, 
by guards, but daily attended as patients by a number of clerks, 
w’ho kept an account of them, and were assisted by a number 
of servants, who at stated times used to come loaded wuth vict- 
uals ready dressed for the Mussulmen, and with a variety of 
grain and pulse and a sufficiency of earthen vessels, and of fire- 
wood, for the Gentoos , at the same time, several ass-loads of 
small money, besides a quantity of opium, bang, tobacco, apd a 
variety of othei such articles, were distributed severally to each 
person, according to tlie kind he was accustomed to use, and 
this happened every da) , and without fail On the report of 
such generosity, the English and Dutch took the hint, and on his 
example, lodged the poor in several enclosures, where they w'ere 
regularly fed, tended, and lodged In this manner an immense 
multitude came 10 be rescued from the jaws of imminent death 
But in Moorshood-abad, such a proceeding never came into any 
one’s head , and it is reported, that although Mahmed-reza- 
qlian had ^een appointed Inspector of that branch of Police, 
grain was often not to be had at any rate , for such men as 

(33) Rice sells in gcnenl at Azim-abad at the rate of 120 pounds avoirdupois 
for a rupee, that is, for twenty-two pence English , wheat at 150, barley at 200, 
and Djevar, or African millet as well as some other grains, at 300 Hence, when 
gram sells at thirty or forty pounds, as it did in 1769-70, it becomes so dear that 
the generality of people cannot afford to pay for it The carelessness and inatten- 
tion of the Indians, (to say nothing of their ingratitude, that bane of the nation) are 
such, that although in that famine thousands of necessitous people were daily fed at 
Calcutta, by several charitable English, who had clubbed together for that purpose , 
although in the year J784, a daily distribution of wheat was ordered at Azim-abad 
by Governor Hastings, at his private expense , although the same year Mr John 
Wombwell, and some other English of 1 ucknow, had rescued from the jaws of 
imminent death, to my certain knowledge, more than two thousand people, whom 
they used to feed ever} day for six months together , nevertheless, not one man 
amongst the natives, at either Calcutta, Patna, or Lucknow, ever mentioned if m 
conversation, although I put the question to several hundred of the better sort, 
and have been end'essly inquiring from amongst the poor So that to this da} these 
three events are as unknown amongst the natives of Bengal, and as little minded 
or talked of, as the five or SIX scores of English smothered at Calcutta in 1756, or 
the three or four hundred massacred at Patna in 1764 

S M VOL III — 8 
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Mir sol^lman qhan, and some others like him, nho bad been 
appointed overseers of the poor proved so intent on their ou n 
nterest, that so far from being able to procure plenty of grain, they 
\ere tlie foremost to use violent metliods to engross 11(34) 
Whenever an) loaded boat chanced to come escorted to the 
market by the Government people, the gram was draggf* 1 away 
with force bj some one of the favonntes of Mahmcd rezH qhin 
and tamed to tlieir oi\d houses Vamberb of them v\ere guilt) 
of hoch pnctices especiallj Radja Amret sing who gave himself 
all the ain; of a swertheart of his masters and made nothing of 
resting a boat load of gram out of the hands of a number of 
famished u retches who had thrown themselves upon itijs) Nor 


(^) It Is QOt I'npraper to meotloa hefe Nuinc{*ottih-qhsa, imoog^l (be 
VTVi t* of • who en gfoss e d the silt tJ ric& This nun, who 

TTu a meolil semot of |inr><l}ajfciM)hbD a, and Is oow stewjnl to hUbmed^zt- 
qfasD b reputed worth eighteen laoi bat he trts lo acqaelnUnce of the A thors 
135) There a 0 oaOoa In the world so Jefectire In comroeo eenw »s the 
lodi ns, wbenerer thej here • dliuftnitloo to m%b* to the poor Look at that man 
who bu tfrdaj prodilowd a dUtr b tio of fralo and doth for Tueadajr next 
Tbla mao. bj bb aeoMlea dlftrlbatloa, will caon twenty raarden, aod rather 
more than leas for I resember of a Geotoo who about ten ymn ago, was the 
to oecot btrt thoogfaUeas, ctoae of aerentj CDenSdag trampled to death aHhcmgh 
( informed bln of a method I hid mjrself practised to prvre aditorden, and 
offered Co premdo at the diatrlbutiocu A coaple of bojsdred stoot faldrs with 
imoctj bamboos la thdr haods, take poas ea sloo of the bouse jaxd, aod morder 
or maim or trample to daatb (hov fambfaed eblldreo those Impotent old women 
those decrep t old men tho^e btlad aod lame, that eaooot stand upon their lag^ 
to the famine of 1784 or 6^ tbe Nawab of Laclruow dbtHbatad fire thonund 
roper-i a daj that I*, k Ued about 6ftr Impotaot people rrerj momi g reffularl} 
t r th ee months togoher and Id hb own wrda pot an end to tbe famine — ind 
I 7 diml Uhl g tbe number of uwath A man of sense, nho was vrry nei I 
viiothered b7 ih rrowd, aod aho woold have never extricstad bimself had h not 
bra lgorOusl7 s pported br th ahow of a brace of empt/ pi tol aod \jy th 
cxertkmi of a dozea of TlgoroQs kemoti, presented a petitlno the nett moralBg 
to tbot Prince on what he bad been sAHng the^ a dajs and proposed to les-,en 
the price of grain bj fall fiftj per ceoL Id fire daja, on coodlllcm onl/ (h t he 
was prepoved to th« distribution not of mooe/ but of gral and dressed >lctasli| 
aod on co dltlon, that three pr«parator7 steps were Uktu ImmedUtalj it srff — 
Sending forthwith foarteea hundred elephants, wHb dre thousand of their 
atteudaots into the woods of Mahmedl 0 rt dsTs fournej north of Lucknow 
*' Serent/ elephants onl/ to be kept ocar the Prince's person. 

Dlimfs I g Immediately towards Ba ares, with each three months pa> before 
hand, the Hfteen handred men that atteadcTl three bond ed tboeund plgcoos 
••j^ppolotlng • nomber of rook* to roast or boH ererj d y five thouund of tho^e 
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(IkI anyone trouble himself about these practices, or about securing 
the grain, or getting it sold at a reasonable price , or about execut- 
ing strict justice against those engrossers , and matters rose at last 
to such a height, that this neglect came in the end to cut a 
considerable figure amongst the articles of accusation urged 
against Mahmed-reza-qhan, by the Committee But let us drop 
those matters, doubtless they are better known to the Almighty 
Scrutini'ser of hearts, for our part is now to continue our 
account of Shytab-ray’s way of life 

He used every year to purchase large quantities of fresh 
fruits of Iran(36) from the merchants, and to send them in 
presents to the principal English, and to the Grandees of 
Bengal Besides that, he had it in custom, two or three times 
a year, to compliment with such delicacies, all the persons of 
Azim-abad, that seemed of distinction, whether by their rank, 
or by their merit or virtue , and as he found that still some 
people were forgotten, and had no share in the distribution, he 
betook himself to this expedient Over and above the sum of 
money yearly spent for his own use, he set apart another sum, 
which he used to lend to the fruit-merchants, who were to 
employ it in fruit, to be sold publicly in their shops So that any 
one might become a purchaser, and whatever remained unsold, 
he took it off their hands in part of payment, by which manage- 
ment neither the merchant became a sufferer, nor did the public 

" pigeons, to be distributed to so many famished wretches, disposed properly by 
" classes ” 

On these conditions, the petitioner, without having recourse to any breaking 
of shops, and magazines, or to any compulsion, offered to forfeit his head, if grain, 
which was to be had nowhere, was not within five days sold in many shops, and 
in a month, at full eight or ten seers, instead of three or four seers, (that is, eight 
pounds avoirdupois) which small quantity nothing could fetch now but gold, 
secrecy, and interest The petition was laugjied at, as being that of a man that 
had no common sense And no wonder if it \vas For meanwhile His Highness 
with his five thousand rupees a day, had brought plenty in three months’ time, and 
this was, by killing, or which is the same, by suffering to be trampled to death ten 
or twelve thousand wretches , and at the end of those three months, the ram fell 
plentifully, and grain sold at six and seven seers in the markets 

That man had promised, and that too upon his head, that the first day of the 
distnbution of victuals, there would be no more than fifteen ^murders , the second, 
SIX, the third, four, the fifth, one-, the sixth, none, and so on to the end of the 
famine 

(36) Persia 
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want for frmt Not satisfied with that ht bv dint of money 
engaged some frait gardeners amongst thone that either cnltivat 
ed frmt trees or dealt in fmit, to qmt their abodes at Sha'i djehan 
abad and at Labor and to settle at Aitm abad where be lent 
them capitals sufficient to pot it lo their power to cultivate such 
fruit trees as the climate would bear and such as could afford 
an object of trade. As a farther encouragemcnb he used yearly 
to make them presents of seeds^ which he procured from Lucknow, 
from Agrah and from Cabul(37) espcLially of musk melons, 
serdaaCjS) a^d other fruits and so soon as they bad produced 
a erpp he purchased that product and distributed it m presents 
At last p^apes of a good size and complete rastunty as figs 
and several other fruits came to be in fashion at Azim-abad 
aod to be sold from one seer and a half lo two aod three seers{39) 
to a rupee insomuch that those ranti< s arc now to be had not 
only in gardens of distinction but even in the shops of the city 
After having spoke so much of Shjtnb riy s generosity and 
industry it is proper we sbonld 8 .iy something of his religious 
prinaples He was food of the notions and practices of a 
Mussulman of seose(40) for be wrent into deep and respectful 

\yj) Csbai b a fortrm aad a p ferlo ce of (ndk, the tut tovards Persia ( h ia 
rooomted erao I that Empire, for th mpenor fiaroar of its frails Pears, apples 
qolacea, aod adrnlrablo po m e g r a natea com* frois thence to the lottHor p rta of 
lufia, bnt eapeastly frapea of two iDcfaef la ioofth, and eaceediDjty load oca. AH 
that cotne* orerland, orer a tract of four or fin bondred htgata to Aaim-abad 
bat then It aoMwatJ to neb a prica that a single grape sells at Lockaow for a 
penny CogOah peara apples, and pomagraoataa for hilf a crown the conpte 
FrofO Locknow they are sent to Calcutta. In presaots, by the po<- 

(3S) Serdu are a longUh sort of mosk melotiJ that bare the nod, yellow 
a d the pnlp green 00 the contrary of the ordinary iQaik*aelofts, wblcb bare 
tb rl d green or yellow and the pulp of a aagroo or golden hoc. Some of both 
species are admirable. B t people must go to Persia, and to Conjtantlncrpl# to 
eat thOM fndla lo tbe greatot pcrfectloV Aa to grapes, properly speaking besldea 
their being eice*»i\sly scarce In Beogai u well ai in Babar they % cry seldom 
come to matnrlty in eHber of tboae couotrieij becaoM in the months of blay 
June, and Jnly when tbe grain hu acquired lu fall growth and wants only the 
benefit of mneb stmihln* lo mellow Ita jalcvs, there fall soch floods of rain, aod 
tbeaeotherlr so constantly cloudy that no axsellitlon can be espected. In 
Luck ow where ruins f II nnfy In July tbe grapes grow to maturity 
(J9, Th seer weigh abo thlrty^wo ounces arolrdapois 
(40 A hlnoolraan of aeoM in our author’s opinion, h a Sbyah, that fs, ■ 
mansthogl es to Aaly the titles of Sole Rightfnl Soccessor and of King of 
Brares— The t*o Prlocei of Martyrs are, that same Atly called the JWrt'rra or 



MUrAQHERiN 


6i 

mourning for the Prince of Martyrs, (on whom be peace for 
ever ') and the twenty-first of the holy month, which is the day of 
the martyrdom of the Prince of Martyrs and successors, Aaly the 
MSrteza (whose eulogiums may foi ever be upon the increase !) 
he used to order quantities of rice boiled in milk, and other 
sweetmeats and victuals, to be prepared with the utmost nicety 
and cleanliness , and these he distributed throughout the city 
after having offered a prayer over them In turning himself 
from side to side, he had in general the invocation of Ya Aaljy, 
(O Aaly) (41) in his mouth , nor was he at any time heard to 
' pronounce the name of any of the Gentoo Saints His usual 
oath was Wallah, and Billah (42) Once every year he used 
to spread the table of the King of Braves (on whom be peace ') 
and that too with the utmost cleanliness and elegance , and 
after the prayer of the Fateha, pronounced according to custom 
over it, the whole was distributed away One day some one 
said, that before the distribution should have taken place, it 
W'ould have been proper to wait for the appearance of the si^n 
on some of the salt-cellars, or on some of the dishes upon 
the tables ” This, said he, is an essential condition, and does 
“the Maharadja neglect the same?” Shytab-ray answer- 
“ ed, that such an appearance, being a deviation from the 
“ natural order of things, is what cannot be asked from, nor 
“ granted by, the King of Holiness (43) ; nor does it become a 


agreeable, because he was the only man living whose name was mentioned in the 
Coran, besides Mohammed, who is called Mustepha, or the select The second 
Protomartyr is Hossdin, the second son of Aaly, who is buned at Kerbela, near 
Bagdad Nor is it to bis wondered at, that Gentoos or Hindoos should slide into 
the practices and customs of Mussulmen, especially if they be showy or affecting, 
as are the theatrical rites of the Muharrem Man, when not persecuted, naturally 
becomes imitative and apish , and hence, we see every day, in India, Mussulmen 
insensibly sliding into the practices of Hindoo customs, rites, and festivals, as well 
as Gentoos turning Mussulmen, and especially Shyahs, by shoals 

(41) No Shyah, in making any effort to raise a weight, or otherwise, will ever 

say Ya Qhoda I O God 1 The invocation is always Ya Aaly 1 i 

(42) O God I By God ! This is the usual oath of a Mussulman , but in judic- 

iary matters it is amplified m this manner Vallahil Aaetm I O BMahiUkerivi ! 
By the Most High God and by the most Bountiful God I The usual invocation of 
Gentoos is, Fa ! Ya Pertne^ser J tvfo attributes of God, in the Shanscnt 

language, which is the Latin of India 

' ' I43) The King of Holiness is Aaly i 1 i 1/ 
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‘ poor Pagan like me added he to request a mirnilc for uch 
a matter As I ha\e in His Majesty such a faith as I ouglit 
should I wait for such an exhibition (44) ? On the other hind 
nobody has a right to lay his commands on His Majest) in 
such matters and supposing that for want of precaution and 
requisite cleanliness or for some lack of sufficient respect the 
sign bhonld not make its appearance then a door would be 
set open for pouring abuse and reproach upon poor me who 
am but a Gentoo and would become exposed to the taunt‘5 of 
those who Vnovf -aot the tnitnor 0/ my thoughts aiul who iii 
' that case would not fall to say Look at that presumptuous 
Pagan I He to expect a sign of approbation from the King 
of Braves 'as if he had had the honoor to be one of ll e 
Believers (45) I 

Once he was going to receive General Asmeet (Smith) at 
Bar and it happened that his tents were pitched behind 1 
temple of Idols (46) in a spot of ground used by all comers In 
the morning, as he intended to go forward lIl^ paleky was act 
ready at the door of his tent close to which his servants and retinue 
having formed a long line that extended afar wailed for the 
moment of making their bow At that moment I walked In and 
a little after came out again in bis company when the Brahmans 
who served that temple of Idols av aiUng themselves of the 
opportunity advanced in a body (47^ at the moment of his getting 
into hi 3 paJeky and made their de roand observing that this 
spot was consecrated to A/ahad^ and as to day w'as full 
moon and a lucky day they hoped he would pa} some regard 

U4) Look for tbsK mlrtcoloiu »lfn> at tbc Note 171 Volume I SccUod III 

U5) The Sbjribj know do Bellerere aiDOox^t Massulmeo, but tbeJr outMircj f 
d he ce they call themselru Mooramlolii. 

(46) Tbls 0 otM of thoee atiocfoof lies, be^tee by fgwnnct Mod fanaticism 
a^aiost Genloes or Hfndoos, and like to many othera pfopapUeda|:il wt Maiotnet 
um. If there be a people (ba( bare (be aablimest ootioib of Lb e Deity it oimt 
be the Geetoos. Bat (bese are not ooty penaHted, bot tnjolaed to tom themselres 
1 thefr prayers towards the no, towards the Sre, towards tba elements and aho 
towards simolachcrs, as ao many emblamt of the Dlrfalty which serve tbe pnrpost 
of fiauif the miad, and of keeplnff tbe ImajlnatJoQ from wioderlrtf Thas a rvck 
of CTUD or CTtn a bushel of mask fa a very food emblem of the Deity ; and a 
mao to keep himself recollected may fix his eyes tbereofl dur]n( hU prayer 

(47) The Brahmam ontheco trary of all ledisDS never salate anyo e v>rlh 

ikIicuuoq of the body or be d. but God AH others an Mlot d ooly with the 
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also to their circumstances ” - Shytab-riy answered, that they 
ought to make their request to whoever had come in pilgrimage 
to this place, or to offer his prater at this altar As for me, 

added he, / have 110 husincs': with either your po sons 01 temple 
This said, he got in his paleky, and pursued his journey, without 
gi\ mg them anything at all, although he was far from wanting 
sentiments of generosity For it w'as often observed, that w'hen 
Gentoo mendicants applied to him, he w'ould not give them even 
a farthing , whereas when any Mussulman asked him alms, in the 
name of His Majesty, the Commander of the Faithful, or of his 
children, or of his descendants, straight he would give them one 
rupee It w'as reported by people of worth and credit*, w'ho 
were ahvays near his person, that in his many journe}sto 
Calcutta and to Bengal, where the sight is everywhere assaulted 
by idol temples, some of his friends, who were zealous in their 
wmrship, proposed to him to visit those places , but he constant- 
ly excused himself, although he w'ould give them one hundred 
and tw'o hundred rupees at a time to visit them themselves, 
desiring them to do it also in his behalf, and to fulfil the usual 
rites in his name On his finishing a magnificent palace foi his 
residence, his Gentoo friends proposed that he should consecrate 
it, by givihg the Brahmans a repast in it He "answered, that 

they would sully, and spoil his house, and fill it with dirt , and 
that if it w^ere necessary to feed them, they were welcome to 
take his mone), and to entertain them upon the strand, on the 
shores of the Ganga 

At the time of that famine, which did so much havoc, and 
wdiich W'as distinguished by so great a scarcity of rain, some of 
Ills Gentoo friends, such as Moorly-dur and R^y-kituldas, and 
Surd sing, w'hom he consented to humour, pn vailed upon him, 

hpb the body remaining erect, and the palms of the hand being turned upwards 
towards Heaven, as if to pray for him, or to give him their blessings , this also 
being the posture taken in praying to God MahadeS, or the great Saint, is, accord- 
ing to some Gentoos, the first man , but as these people neier know but the bark 
of their religion, and on the other hand, the sacerdotal tribe, who know better 
would rather suffer death than reveal their tenets, we had as w'ell believe other 
Gentoos, who report, that MahadeS is a name given to the destructive power of 
God , and possibly is it on that account that he is represented with a chaplet oi 
twenty or thirty human heads hanging from his neck, he has also a large vertical 
eye in the middle of his forehead , and the Ganges is seen to issue from his hair, 
made up m a bundle on the top of his head 
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to go ^vlth them to a Brahman, who waa highly respected by the 
Gentops, on account of hia learning and the holiness of his life 
The Brahman ^ho thought himself much honoured by the Radja s 
visit, used often to repair to him with a view to increase his 
faith In his person and also to conciliate his good will One 
day he was heard to Bay to Shytab-riy, ' My Lord, wc have 
“ made choice of A name for you according to your horoscope 
accept It and use it m telling your beads over / Aavc 
answered Shytab riy madt my ckotct already and it ts one 
from the one thousand and one names of God (48) and that ts 
enough for me Pray what is it added the Brahman? The 
Radja would not disclose It the Brahman became urgent and 
he was answered that it was Gods holy name it ts Hahitn 
(roeicifnlj On this the Brahman guessing at bis meaning and 
desirous to soothe his mind replied My Lord, Ram {49)» as 
well as Rahim are equally the name of the same Eternal One. 

/ ask your pardon replied the Radja there ts a difference 
betmxt them and on the Brahman s enquinog the Radja 
answered that the xeord Ram alteayi reminded him of Dusrut 
his father whereas ike name of Allah implied nether fliaiton 
nor paternity Prom such, and the like eapresstons menlioned 
above as well os from the whole tenor of his depdrtment it 
appears, ihat his belief was not conw^nant to the tenets of the 
Gentoos and that in his heart he was a Mussulman but this is 
known only to Him who views inlnitivcly the minds of men 
and sees the innermost secrets of ibeir hearts (50) 

He ivas not so cautious in oftcr parts of his behaviour 
Fond of obliging and gratifying bis friends and acquaintances 

(48) Tb« tutnea of tb« attHbotcs of God are to the naxober of a tbooaod and 
one birt tbe Uosnlmao Roxaric* bofoK oalj of a bondrod aod oo* praJits, people 
content tbetoselrei with repejda; 011I7 a huodred and one opoo (balr bead* ; for 
lastaoce O Almlfbty I O ImmeaMl O Sopmne I O Aaalatcr I O Cbarlibef I &c. 

(49) Ram U Dot ocUj tbe nam of a Leflslator of India (aad ob a erv e that Ke 
b alvajra rep exnt ed Mae or black, wHh as ^ffptiao Data In bis band, asd an 
iCfTpHao cap os fall haad) bat it la alio the sanw of rs« of tbe ten Incaroatloat 
c< tbe Deltj npon earth 

150) It is noCorioos that Sbjtab-raf abhosib a Geatoo, and of oee of the 
hifbest tribes, waa Id bb heart a fdnxaslman, and aonertt a fasatkal Shjah | a d 
an Dotoriom, that hUftwo tons, ahhoefb d ieu ta cb ed nd bred Id &t bocsetlnn, 
hare a^ntrocf blaa towardn Gestlllam, asd Isdctd lire like supfrrtitlooa Geotoon 
Hot GeriUn m admits 0# no proaelj^ei 
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he WAS so careful of Ills character, that he compassed his end, 
without committing anj infidelities m the in vn.igement of the 
public money, from wh.-h In abstained leligiouai} , but as his 
salar), and pcr^ollal income, ft 11 so verj •hort of his expenstt, , 
and he was often in the necessity of bestowung sums of money 
on some Englishmen, recommended b) the rulers of that nation, 
and hkew'isc of supplying the difference betwixt his income 
and his expenses , he made use of two methods, cquall) improper, 
and iniquitous, to till the chasm Tlie first was^ that in mailers 
of AilaCy (whirli word signifies the sending one or two constables 
for compelling payment of sums due to the Ircasur) ), he used 
to send them b) whole do7ens at a time , and as the debtors 
arc ahvays obliged to find tliese people in dict-mone), he used 
to enter but a small part of it in the hooks of public receipt, and 
to keep the remaiiuler, as a suppl) for his liberalities His 
second mi thod was no lesi. iniquitous He used to bring under 
contribution, the possessors of Djaghirs, Altumgas, and other 
freeholds, by telling them, that such an Englishman w'anled to 
see their charters and vouchers , and W'hen he had once^ got 
them in his possession, (and this w'as always m that Englishman's 
name) he used to put thosi vouchers in tlie hands of one of his 
own dependants, or heads of office, who, without any possible 
reason or justice, would exact from each incumbent or possessor, 
a sum of money propoitionable to his income After this he 
got together all those conti ibutions, w'hich amounted to a large 
sum, <ind bestow’ed them on the Englishman that had been 
recommended to him In this manner, he seemed wholly 
occupied by the thoughts of keeping the individuals of that 
nation in good humour , but without ever minding the Divine 
resentment, in an affair of so much consequence Doubtless, it is 
on such sorts of men, that historians have made such severe 
remarks, .uid it is such men as these w'hich Sheh-saady, of 
Shyraz, had in view', in his G81istan{5i), when lie says, “That 
“ whenever anyone forgets himself so far as to postpone the 
“ Creator’s service, to that of the creature’s, it happens soon 

(51) The Golistan is a book of Persian poetry, translated into Latin, by Angelas 
PoUtianus It IS made up of a number of sentences, stones, apologues, and 
apophthegms, all enforcing, in beautiful verses every moral duty Even children 
know it by heart 
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or late that God Almighty sets that very creature on him, so 
‘as to cat off the root of his wellbeing An observation 
which has been bat too visibly vcnficd in Shytab.rity's case, 
wbo to obbge those that had hoodwinked their hearts, and shat 
up their cars and eyes against Gods eternal justice made no 
scruple of vexing and oppressing His creatures It Is from those 
very persons whom he wanted to keep in good humour that his 
rum took Its origin at last, and as it was under pretence of Atlan 
that IS -of letting loose a number of exactors, that he ransacked 
tormented and ruined such a number of innocent deserving men, 
so it was by falUng himself m the miseries of sucb an Atlac or 
looseness that he lost the garment of his existence and was forced 
to set out for the other world where no one but the Seardier of 
all Secrets, can know what may now be his fate although nothing 
Is more certain than what wc read in the Holv Writ where we 
find that Hii forgmnest is always greater than onr dements 
Radja Shitib-ri^ was hardly arrived at A*im abail when 
Governor Hushtin resolved to go to Banares to meet Shudjah 
ed^OwIah The fifteenth of the second Reby he was arrived 
at Moonhood-abad and at the end of that month or at the 
A. D 1773 beginning of the first Djemady, in the year 1187 of the Hedjrah 
he was arrived at Azim-abad where he proposed to Shytab- 
rdy to accompany him In hts journey But this Minister who 
was now on the wing for the regions of rternitj excused 
Inmv-lf upon the til state of health under which he really labour 
ed and did not accept the proposal TTie Governor after a 
hta) of two days pursued hb joume) to Banares, where he 
met Sbudjah ed d6ivlah wbo was come (hither also to see him, 
and where he finished the business for which he had come so 
far and it was there Ilkcwnsc that the new T^raindir Radja 
Clieyt sing son to Radja Butvant sing which latter departed 
this life a little time before had his fir t interview with Shudjah 
ed-dOwlah b) the Governors mediation whi having firml) 
established him In his Zcmindary of Banares look his leave 
and returned to Ailm-abad a little time after Radja Shytab 
ri^ had departed this world It was obont the middle of thr 
second Djcraidy in the aamr year 

Although this man s principle^ as well as those of Ids sons 
were much more consonant lo^e Mussulman religion thin t » 
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the Gentoo tenets, yet for fear of di>;'»bl!ging his rclalioiib and 
kindred, and also out of regard to some other consideiations, 
Ins body was burnt to ashes, in compliance with the Gentoo 
custom The Governor, to shew that he entertained no dis- 
inclination to the de< eased, and to prove that he retained no 
suspicion against his fidelity, took care, of his own motion, to 
bestow the father’s office on his son, Radja Cal}an-sing , although 
tlie latter did not shew that capacity and fitness w’hich might 
have b( en cxjiected from a man of his age and ediu^ation He 
confirmed likewise to him his father’s salary and his Djaghirs , 
and he also incrca'^ed the pension allowed to his mother, relict 
of R idja Sh}tab-rity Bulat the sam< time he suppressed tlie 
twenty-live thou^'and rupee*' a month, hiihi rto allow'cd for the 
charges of the Nizamet, and which were in his father’s disposal 
Instead of that, he fixed such a sum of nionc} as he thought 
proper, and directed, that it should be managed henceforward, 
wholK b\ the Council And having further made some additions 
"and some retrenchments in the several pensions paid by Govern- 
nunt, (w'hif h last he appointed to be disbursed bj the Council 
and by the Qhalissah office) he set out in all haste for Calcutta, 
It being his custom to dispatch much business in the least time 
possible 

Mahmed-reza-qhan meanw'hile, undd^r all the terrors of 
arrest and confinement, w'as in continual alarms, and in great 
distress of mind He w^as friendless, and without an adviser , 
deserted likewise by most of his men of business, to w'hose 
treason indeed he had afforded some pretence by his former 
carelessness, and his neglect of their w'elfare The Divan or 
Minister of his heart, Amret-sing, w'as a young man of unequal 
temper, proud of his wealth, averse to men of honour or 
penetration, hating cordially whoever pretended to anything 
like fidelity and scrupulousness, and w'lthal destitute himself of 
that capacity requisite in those matters properly of his resort , 
such as examining papers, and auditing accounts On the other 
hand, everyone, tired this longwhile wnth Mahmed-reza-qhan’s 
haughtiness, as well as exasperated at the violence of his temper, 
and at his abusive language, went his own way, glad to have 
got so easy a riddance. Nay Amret-sing himself, that darling 
of his heart, under a feint of disclosing some secret which he 
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knew obtained a full clearance and acqultt il from bn. donln g 
master(5a) and he retired to cnjo^ hih o\m rase In a house which 
he took in Calcutta. Not one at that Ume thought of AaJ) hib- 
rabira qban who however unacquainted uith the records and 
papers relative to past transactions houever uninformed m 
matters concerning the revenue and collections however ungp 
pnsed of the accusations brought against Mahmed rexa qhan 
however almost a stranger to him resolved tj come to Ins 
assistance and without having ever benefited anvthing by 
Mahmed rexa qhan s full power and influence he paid so much 
regard to his misfortune and to the very name of fnend that 
he tucked up the hem of exertion and xeal into the xone of 
acUvitj and vigour and having In a little time acquired a full 
know ledge of all the papers, records and transactions relative 
to bis fnend a affair he undertook to answer all the accusationa 
stated against him and to act as bis advocate in the whole 
circle of questions and answers Kcsolscdtu make of bis own 
breast a buckler agomsl all the shafts of those times betook 

(5a) Uihfficd r«u*qbta w*s eoeSiud loan l«^Dt tIIU at CMtpoor wUch 
ahboQcti a nburb ot CatcTKta, aad fall of aeaU aod ganfess b four m/la from 
tba Old Fort, th« cntr« of that dty whovaa Amrtt ilog tixl^a home i tows 
Bnt aa oar author (• hi tJog, lo more thaa oee place at the natore of the iaihaac)' 
that rubibted betveea Amret slag and bta master and thb hl&tiag haaa refemc* 
to the moralf and costocne of those Ureea ootblag will give ao thcroogh an lutght 
lotothe atraaga genlas that reigned la thoae daja, aa a peep ieto aaceiM that 
happeaed tiro ^oars before that period, I th PaJ ce. Asd hera H most he oh« 
aenred that Aalj hlbrahloMjhaa, who bjHb»^/ew rojpected of aome heterodoorj 
{□lora mattera, was bf tribe a Skeh the fatol I e of which i the HlDdostaoj’ 
language, h as the feratoloe of Ueim re j l/ M (the honorlAc title of Amret 

sing) Is If kM-rani One daj Aal/ hlbrahlm-qhaa comtag loto the hall srUh a 
Urge bundle of papen, rrh ch ha wanted to get flgned, foaod fault wHh Mahmed 
rexa-qhin s closet-door wbteh remained fast sh t op tbe Dirao or Prime Minister 
Amret slag who was a yooth delicately beaatiful, being within, with another 
beodU of paper At last (he yoaog Diraa came out and took bit seat dose to 
the Qhae bat witboat taklag the least ooHcc of him. Tbe latter who by this 
time was fully dosed with Imp tfence and peerlshoeas taraed towards the Dlrau 
with an oSclcms air aod a aootb! g tone of voice, and nme said be raai/ ifaA 
am enu mjr Ledjr jmrr leemt to hefiutked end mtuJt enlefhrtMih 

Pmjr^mjLedj detaietki fflUw,end rtfw yountlf Shell f $md fern rwrt e d 
aawr Wotrr / watAym LedjtMSf /meet Mistress Shtbanoy answered the 
other ^ouhad better keep jour ewer and water to yoerself | nor do forget you 
“ may ba\e occasloB for both before it b midnight ** To render this a swer more 
cauiUr this was »ald in a fawning feminine to of voice 
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upon Innii-clf lo stanrl out in lu‘> n.mie, and to refute and repel! 
all the accu'^alions M*t up In the Committer, or proposed by the 
Goxernor, which la^t, howe\cr, has not his equal in the fairness 
and rquil\ of his questions, and in the uprightness of his manage- 
ment lie answered c\er\onc of the accusations set up In 
\and-tomar. who was a shrewd, powerful man, deepK \crsed 
in business, informed of e^cr\ secret, and a sworn enemy lo 
Mahmed-rera-<jhan H< set at nought the whole of that man’s 
inllucnce. and stood alone against all his machinations, artifices, 
and rexengefu! temper It is reported to this day, that his answers, 
as if 1)\ enchantment and In some hidden charm, had flt^c power 
of soothing his enemies, and of pleasing the b> -standers, wbo 
astonished at his solutions and reasonings, were lost in amaze- 
ment, and had no other facull} left, but that of applauding, 
admiring, and assenting It was that able man who both 
In his pen and longue stxmrcd Mahmcd-rcra-qhnn from the 
hands of his accusers, and pul it in his power lo rcccne a full 
clearance from the Council This c%cnt happened the 25th of 
the first Rain . in the )ear 1187, and in the ne\t month,- he A D 17 
obtained a dismission of the guards that had been set upon him, 
as well .^s of those that were upon his palaces at Moorshood- 
abacl Ne\crthcless the latter, e%en after that release, thought 
proper to tarry a long\\hilc at Calcutta, on the hopes, that like 
Sh)tab-rfi}, he would be restored to his station, and again 
appointed associate lo the Council in the provincial department 
of Moorshood-abad, na^ of the whole kingdom , an office w'hich 
in fact would ha\e invested him with the chief direction of 
affairs, and rendered him the mam hinge of all transactions in 
revenue matters Full of these notions it is not surprising he 
should be prone to lend a willing ear to the sycophants of Calcutta, 
and to the dependants of some Englishmen, who daily fed him wuth 
crude reports, and idle expressions, wuth wdiich they ever kept him 
in spirits , and from whence he always fancied, he foresaw a com- 
pletion of his wishes, As for instance, “ such a Lord (53) to-day 
“ said so, at liis breakfast, — and such another said so, yesterday, 

“ at his dinner, — and such an one has received such an intelligence 

(S3) The English, from the highest to the lowest, are not designed in Bengal 
by any other word than that of Sdhab, which signifies both Lord, Master, and 
Gentleman 
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‘frora homcj — and such a Gentleman has heard snch a Member 
‘ say ’ — ft IS upon such and the like intelligences, that Mahmed 
reia-qhan Avas conceiving mighty hopes from the influence of his 
friends it is such bablers he took to be his well wishers , and it was 
upon their adWce he bestowed beforehand large sums of money 
to several persons for their future assistance in his designs 
Not contented with that he promised ^'ast sums more on hl<; 
being restored to his former station and rank and it ivas in 
this manner he accumulated on his shoulders an immense load 
of debts and charges by borrowing on all hands at Calcutta 
I was thfn arrived in that city myself where under the impulse 
of a pious desire I was making preparations for my visiting 
happily the forbidden House of God (54) and the Tomb of the 
Prince of Men (on which be peace 1) and it was in snch cir 
cumstances I happened to make a small reqnest which was re 
fused although so small a service would not have coit Mahmed 
reza-qhan a single farthing nor would it lia\e caused the least 
detriment to his affairs or to those of any other It ivas no more 
than this — To order the Overseer of his Djaghiry’ lands to take 
charge also of mine and to discharge from the product the 
amount of the debt I had Incurred by borrowing from a banker, 
%vith injunctions not to lea\e during my absence in the tenants 

(54) Tbe forUddea Hoom ot God b that aquare boon or roo m holH ot lan^ 
Uoe ftoass, Id the open air aod la the middle of tha Imcr am or janl of Ort 
jnai texpie of Mecca, trr which H b ranoondod ererrwhcre at aboot thirty 
yards dbtaacs. It may be thirty feet hifh. apoe a length and breadth of aboot 
twenty or tweoty-fire. Thb eqaare bouse or CeoSe is tbe pbce to which the 
MahooKtaas reaort to make tbeir pOfThntCBs that la to changa tbcfr Urea, and 
to become better It rs railed /fwrwM nr fbrUddeo because all mes are forblddeti 
to approach It, and eVeo to look at K, Quleee they hare sodergone certah] coodi 
aod porHlcatloes the first of which L, to pot od the Ehram or wlmHog sheet, 
to be dead for three days, aod then to resesche (o order to recommence a new 
life, — But eren to enter the outer Umple, all theae conditions are rigortrosly re 
qnlred,— 'It Is for that same reaaoe that SeragUoe are called Harmmx, aod Htnm 
arras all ore* tbe Mabometa world. Hcoce that word Is often traustated here 
by that of ^aitc^iur^ a place which Booe cao pr e er u ne to eater without certala 
cotuEHous. Hence abo the email faooteof (tbe Mctsesger's farourlte coiw 
eort), wbkh contain Mahomet t tomb aod b K«eH eurroeDded by tbe great 
temple of i/rd/wa tk/ iUmmfMMifJ b abo called aod when Joloed Id 

sp e e ch with the tempieof Ufttm (kt fUri»*a which bst b ten days tooth 0/ Medina, 
they are both called by tbe ArabUa DumU faoiocs all orer the MahocneUB world 
Utrrmti -ikenffin^ the two noble aod holy places, (or thlep), forbidden 
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hand, the overplus of my rents, or my growing revenues , but 
to collect the whole regularly, and to keep it in store against 
my return He was also requested to interpose between my 
banker and me, so far as to afford me time to sell my furniture, 
and to liquidate his debt before my departure, with the product 
of the sale All that would have cost him but one word, and 
that one word was refused I was then necessitated to tarry 
filteen or twenl) dajs more at Calcutta, in which interval I had 
frequent opportunities of being in Mahmed-reza-qhan’s company, 
indeed almost every day , and I always heard him mention Aaly- 
hibrahim-qhan’s name with the highest encomiums, and the 
warmest expressions of gratitude He used often to say in my 
hearing. “That w'ere he to spend his whole life in serving that 
“ beneficent man, he w'ould still fall short of the return he 
“ deseived for the animated zeal he had shewn in his disgrace, 
“ and the infinite services he had rendered him , but that with 
“ God’s blessing he would do so and so " — Nor did he address 
him, or mention his name, w'lthout the respectful w'ord (55), 
and my Kybla , and he often added in my presence and that 
of many others, these very w'ords — T/iose that had gained lacs 
in my service^ and owe me the veiy biead upon which they now 
live, have abandoned , and deserted me in the day of need, and 
have left me alone , nor has anyone been of any use to me in the 
day of trial, nor am / undei the lea'it obligation to a single one 
of them, save to Aaly-hibt ahim-qhan, my Kybla, that benefactor 
of mine, who has bought and acquired every one of me No 
father, and no bi othei , would have sei-ved me with so much 
zeal, nor done what this man has done These were his 
words , nor did he speak in that strain once or twice, but in 
every company, and at every turn, he would be rehearsing that 
worthy friend’s praises, and extolling his cervices All this w^hile 
he was in expectation, that some better prospects would open to 
his view , when there arrived three men at Calcutta, wdio had 
authority to act both on the part of the King, and on the part 
of the Company, as Directors of all the transactions of the Com- 
mittee, and as enquirers into the Governor’s conduct and that 

(55) The Kybla is that part of the horizon towards which one prays by law 
Hence Mecca is the Kybla of Mahometans, and Jerusalem, of Jews, as it has been 
of the Christians for several hundred years together 



72 


i THE S^I R 


1774- 


of Mr Banvpil's Thcae were General Clavenng, Colonel Mon 
son and Mr Francis They were to examine what those two 
men bad done, although tliose t^^o men bad been at the same 
time confirmed m their stations This happened about the 
middle of Shaaban in the year 1189 
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The iJnee ticic contci r Kccm lo hove In ought gnat ptcjudicc': 
a^atost hJudiini and Tai'vcH — A dud hetvHcn the tattn and 
the Gencto! — Govo not //t(sh/in\ tt/nptfote conduct — Nand- 
conto} , /n^ gnuapot accusit, /r h!tn<; // oicu^id — fic /v cou- 
demved and txccuted — Ht\ nniutnu g) opa fy — Mahmed-reza- 
qhan, h) the Gt nn a/’^ tnf/tu nee. n appointed Fodjdai -giiiti at 
ait ovci Benina/, that is, ^ugicniL Ci tint not Magtsi rate — 
Edifying death of Rahiahdicttuni , the last dtscendant of Aaiy- 
'trdy-qhan's faintly — // violent toithquake in Bengal — Divi- 
sions in the Com f of Moot shood-abad — Some st i icturcK on Scyd- 
inahmcd-ghaiij favourite of Mahmcd-i cza-ghan\ — Dispute’; at 
Calcutta — The gcncial attempt’; to ’;cize the Govei nment — But 
rein cs abashed and confounded — He dies of a biohcn heart — 
Mahmed reza-qhan n disgiaced — An old decrepit man appointed 
111 hts stead — The author gasses to the affairs of Dccan — Mannci 
by which the English have found then way in most pai ts of India 
— Dark and sevete hints against Mahmcd-i eza-qhan — Some 
account of Ycngbi DSnia, Alias Amciica, and of the new Eng- 
landcis — The Ireuch join the Amci lean’; — Piojcct of Govei not 
Hush fin’s — Colonel Godai d appointed, much against his will, to 
seiveundci Colonel Lesley — M Elliot , a man of mei it, appoint- 
ed Ambassador at the Court of Ndigpoor — Dies in the way — 
Death of Sadr-el-hac-qhan, Supieme Criminal Judge of Bengal , 
and some account of him — Aaly-hibrahim-qhan declines that office 
— Hts 1 easons foi that lefusal — Djan Biistow obtains for the 
English the sovereignty of the Province of Banai ess — A coalition 
between the Governor and M Fiancis — Mahmed-reza-qhan in 
office again for the third time — Death of Mii za-tredj-qhan, and 
also of Ahtiram-ed-ddwlah — Flagitious conduct of the sei-vanfs 
of the English at Azim-abad — The Members of the Council of 
Aznn-abad, accused of enormous infidelities, are all dismissed 
— Hyaliram appointed to the management of the finances of 
Azim-abad — His chai acter , with an affecting little story, that 
does him a deal of honoi — Lesley suffers a loss for having 
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engaged hxs army tu a tract that had no water — He dies 
suddenly and ts succeeded by Colonel Godard — The latter cuts 
his way through all Htndoxtan, and ts going to effect a junction 
with the army from Bombay but the latter ts defeated — He 
retires to Surat — The Council of Bengal refuses to ratify the 
treaty made by the vanquished arm^ — The English acquire in 
G^djrat a potent ally — The Radja of Gohud becomes their ally 
also — The Afarhnttas join together to make an end of the Eng 
hsh — Some account of Hdtdcr ndtc — He fights the English mth 
ad-^nntage after a variety of success — -Sets up a cavalry of 
Persians and other foreigners which he drscipltnes after a new 
method — Provides a numerous artillery well sened and a 
numerous infantry well disciplined after the European manner 
— Gives the law to the Marhattas with whom he projects to 
attack the English — He invades the Carnatic and bears down 
everything to the tery gate of Mendradj (Madrasf) — He beats 
the English — And pushes them to the very gates of Mendradj-^ 
Colonel Godard takes Besst {hassaiu) — Governor Hushtin 
exerts himself tn supporting Mendradj which ts going to Jail — 
Opinion of the English on the interference of the Diety tn tko 
affairs of this world — The English of Mendradj heqten again^ 
General Monro beaten again — Distracted state of the Council 
of Bengal — The important fortress of GSaliar taken by the 
English — Chiyt sing Zemindar of Banaras being expelled 
retires to Scindtak s camp — Governor Husk fin sends by land 
another army to succour Mendradj — Haughty answer of the 
Court of Catec — The author quits his subject to give an account 
of \fubarec-ed-dBwlah — Hts thoughtless character — Some ac 
count of BabbS begum hts mother-'-And of Mennt begum his 
step mother — -And of Afahtned reea qhan s private life and 
family — Some account of the English East India Company and 
of their servants avil and military — The author commences a 
critical examination of the English system of Government 

A< the three new-comers were Imked and knit together, 
the) formed a compact body, wliich being inveated with both 
the King sand the Company a authority earned n mighty weight, 
cipeciali) when tlicy set op an inquiry into the conduct *in«i 
principles of the Governor Hushtin a man ngainst whom th'*\ 
veemed to have formed n confederacy Genenil Clixenng 
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cl man of clisUnction in tliat country, and a King’s sei vant , 
Colonel Monson expt'cted to have the cominand-in-chief of all 
the troops, whenever the General should succeed to the chair 
of Governor , and Mr Francis aimed at the next rank after the 
General’s As these three men acted in con'cert, they bore a 
mighty sway, made an immense noise, and caused a great 
disturbance It was observed, that in receiving visits, they 
constantly refused the nuzurs presented them in compliance 
with a custom peculiar to India, and that they returned un- 
touched, even presents of fruits Their method in their inquiries 
was to attach to their interests, people whom they found sin 
opposition to the Governor, or who had some discontent against 
his person Amongst these Nand-comar cut a conspicuous 
figure He had been this longwhile out of office, and lived 
neglected and forgotten, so early as the times of Governor 
Vansittart and Lord Clive , nor had Governor Hushtin taken 
grc'ater notice of him This man went to General Clavering, 
and to tile others of his party, by whom he w'as received with 
honor and regard , and it w'as by his management, that numbers 
of covetous, ambitious men, fond of trouble and dissensions, 
loined the thr,ee Members, on the prospect of being put in office, 
and the) commenced informers in tne enquiry set up about the 
Governor’s administration and secrets Such a conduct having 
produced a rent and disunion amongst the five Members that 
composed that Council, the mutual aversion was carried so far, 
that the partisans of either side became as animated as their 
principals, and soon extended their principles and animosity 
throughout the whole kingdom The fury of both parties rose to 
such a pitch, that a duel ensued between the General and Mr 
Barwell, who fought together with pistols, as is the custom of tliat 
nation One of the two parties consisted of Mr Barwell, which 
last continued to have but one mind and one heart with the Gov- 
ernor , whilst, on the other hand, the General was closely linked 
with the twm others But as these last always agreed in opinion, 
and stood as three to two, the General’s party prevailed almost 
every day, and almost every public business came to be trans- 
acted by his dictate It.w^as in consequence of this prevalence 
of the General’s that an Englishman, named Goran (Goring), was 
made Chief of Moorshood-abad, as was Mr Sage of Azim-abad, 
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and Mr Fouck of Banarrt as well as Mr Bnstow of Aood and 
Luckoou TTiese were promoted on the General s rccommenda 
tion and it was bv the same dictate that Mnbarec-ed d5tvlah who 
wtb hi8 mother Babboo begum had fared so hard under Menny 
begum s rod was now emancipated on Mr Goran a advice who 
acted totally under the General a rod Tliat Pnncd was left at 
liberty to dispose of the affairs of the Nixamet that la of his 
own household. It was in the year 1189 Thus these two 
peisons got out of Menny begum s grasp and out of the reach 
of lief eunuch Aitbar aaly qban But what did they gam by the 
eunoch s being turned out of his office ? Menny begura continued 
to sway everything For as she bad a great deal of money, a great 
deal of authority and a great deal of genius ind Mubarcc-ed 
dflwlah who was used to her sway expected one day to become 
heir to her vast wealth she would sometimes frighten him into 
compliance by threatening to squander her nche* amongst the 
poor or to leave them to strangers and Frenghees (Europeans) 
tn fact Mubarec><d ddwiah s turn of mind and bis particular 
temper are such that neither his resentment u an object of 
fear nor bis good will an object worth seeking nor does be 
himself seem to have a turn for the affairs of tiiUi world, so as 
that people should become anxious about hia opinion Everyone 
therefore in bis household does as be likes nor is lie inclined to 
meddle mtli anyone# doings Let him have his personal 
pcn8lon(56) and he cares not for the rest For these reasons 
Menny begum's s^vay Is not likely to be at end yet, and 
the affairs of the Niiamct, (and this word signifies now no 
more than his pnvate bout>ebold} are m a stale of perpetual 
fiucluatioD It was in this same year 1 189 that Mir mahmed 
hossiin fa*) 1 (57) a man of great subtility of mind and great 
extent of knowlc«Ige look a journey to the country of England 
in company with Mr hllioll an Englishman of much goodness 
of heart much uprightness and great Jlbenllty of prinaples 
His intention was to acquire knowledge to see the world and 
to inquire into those discoveries wliicli the learned of those parts 

(50) Thfl p«T]iloQ pkid him bj tho tmnry U of sixteen Ufs, or a 

hcodred and terentr tbenn d poandaitarOnf; Abotii »l{ht thomand mpen per 
moDth twt of that fticn may be recfcwitd hi pcrtorul pension or priry porae 

(57) ThI trorJ slgclfre* tbe learned 
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liail made in the science of a^ilrononi), in the clioicc of Min pie 
medicine'', .mcl tlie art of compound one^ , in tlic qualiin s of 
plants, and the function'' of htavonl) bochc'' In these studies 
In •'jicnt his lime in his sojourn, which was a short one , but 
in which he lound mean' to acquire .i \aruty of knowIcdg<* in 
some arts, cspeeiall\ in tliat of translating books latue to those 
sciences, m dissecting bodies, and in such like acquisitions 
On Ills being returned to Moorshood-abad, in the \ear 1 192, he 
ga\e the principal men of (hat cit) notice of the acquisitions he 
had brought with him but found no fa\our wiih a set of Grandees 
who did not \aluc the ojiportunil} Nor did an) one of tlicm think 
of setting apart a small sum for thn business, which W'ould have 
published their gi nerosity to the world, insured to his character 
a lasting life with postent) , and handed down their names to 
the recording page of history Instead of that, all that store of 
knowledge has remained shut up from tin world for ever But 
there is no assistance, and no succes'- but from God Almight) (58) 
It must be acknowledged, howevur, that men’s minds w'ere then 
engrossed by the dissensions in the Council, and b) the fati of 
Governor Hushlin This man, w'ho has been endowed by nature 
with a kfcn penetrating genius, ind a superior intelligence, and 
whose wisdom, in mattcr^ of State and in politics, has not been 
equalled in this age by an) one, did not think it consistent w'lth 
his dignity to dispute upon small inalteis , and having thought 
it accent to adopt a system of diflercnce, he resolved, first of 
all, to clear himself of the accusations brought against him, and 
of the infidelities and misdemeanours he was suspected of ; and 
then to expose to publicit) the General’s ignorance, together 
with the grossness of his behavidur and the precipitancy and 
violence of his temper He intended afterwards to bring to 
condign punishment those short-sighted accusers, that had raised 
such a disturbance in the country, and especially Nand-comar, 
that man of a wicked disposition, and an infamous character, 
who had made himself their leader and director He expected 
that after having provided for all these matters, and quelled the 
commotion excited by the General’s party, the General himself 
would become an easy object With this view he spent a deal 
of time in confuting the accusations brought against him by that 

(S8) A passage of the Coran , , 
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offict-r on tlie inatigJlion of Nand comar and his foHoiPera 
and he thoroughly juatiBed hU ovyn conduct by exposing the 
falsehoods of his advcrsanca But whilst he wai exposing to 
publicity Naod comar'a infamies and giving proofs of most of 
them or indeed of all it came out that this mao used to forge bills 
of ejcchauge under the hands and seals of eminent men nnd that 
after having imitated their seals exactly he kept them at home 
ready at all times for manufacturing as occasion required bills 
of exchange and bonds m any ones name and band to be 
hereafter produced at bis pleasure by which iniquitous practice 
he used to keep every one in awe of hts displeasure Amongst 
these pieces of his roanufactury be had forged an obligation 
bond m favour of Bolalddas, a banker at ail times of much credit 
but who had acquired a great name in Mir-cassetn qhan b time 
He had presented it to the Company’s cash keeper, and had 
received the full amount, which he bad kept to himself To 
enquire into so heinous an olTeoce, and to discern the punish neot 
due by lau it became necessary to have a Grand jury A Grand 
jury signibes an assembly of twelve creditable Englishmen 
chosen by lot, which the culprit ma> recuse one after another, 
so far as to get tliem changed two dlSerent times if hp should 
object to them all but at the third time he ceases to exercise 
the nght of recusing any of them and they remain twelve in 
number Their duty Is to examine what u to be his punish 
meat (59) but tiil they have found out this punishment they 
cannot be spoken to anyone, lest they might be influenced 
to swerve from the dictates of justice and equity 'fbls Grand 
jury Avaa made up over and over and twice changed (the Court 
of Justice at that time being full of people) until it was proved 
and determined that Naod'Comar was ^Ilty and deserved death , 
and that hU kind of poniUon ought to be hanging He wab a 
man of a wicked dispositioo and a haughty temper envious to a 
high degree, and upon bad terms mth the greatest part of 
mankind, although be had conferred favours on two or three men, 
and was Ann in his attachments The moment bo perceived that 
anjrone had ceased to pay him his court for a feiv days, either out 
of sickness, or because ho wmnted nothing from him that instant 


(59) AU Uib trarttlatloaif vCTjr ob<ciTre i bit holitti let! ; I bare nu(l« h ji 
poiDi ia tbfa part wpecUIlj to idbere to h. 
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he became his enemy , nor did he gi\e himself an) rest until he 
had run him down, and demohished lum totally. At last he 
met with what he descr\cd, and his supplice took place It 
IS observable llial as tlie General had given liim strong assur- 
ances that none should ever hurt him, and that were he even to 
be carried to the foot of the gallow's, he never would have any- 
thing to fear, provided he exerted hims(df strenuously in bring- 
ing to light the Governor's misdemeanours, that man predestinat- 
ed to de.iihr never ceased both out of firmness of temper, and out 
of hatred to the Governor, to accumulate accusations against 
him, without ever minding how exposed he was himself-, to an 
attack That man, advised and instigated by the General, and 
become bolder and bolder, had of late set up a number of new 
accusations against the Governor , and in the violence of his 
vv ickedness and malice he had never minded that he was left alone, 
ami had remained exposed to an attack The Governor having 
refuted all his imputations, brought proofs of Nand-comar’s 
great misdemeanours and crimes , and this affair made so much 
noise, that questions and answers of these two men were 
written down in the English language and character , and the 
whole being bound up together in the form of a book, was sent 
to England, from which such vast number of copies were drawn 
out, that this subject is become famous, and an object of much 
curiosity in that nation Nevertheless the General’s protection 
having proved of no avail against a crime that had been fully 
ascertained, Nand comar underwent his sentence in the manner 
statued , and on the seventeenth of Djemad), of the year one 
thousand one hundred and eighty-nine, he was drawn up and 
hanged by the neck His money and effects were registered, 
and then delivered to his son, Radjn Goordass Thev say that 
the w hole amounted to fifiy-two lacs in money, and full as 
much more in effects and other property in his possession 
Amongst other strange things found in his house, there came out 
a small casket containing the forged seals of a number of persons 
of distinction In consequence of this discovery, his malicious 
arts were dragged to open light, and they met wnth wdiat they 
well deserved 

This trial which occupied the attention of the public, did 
not divert it intirely from the manoeuvres of Mahmed-reza-qhan 
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Thb man who a great 3cjil of hastinesa as well as incon 
stance in his composition, no sooner observed the prevalence of 
General Clavenng’s party than he conceived a desire of joining 
him Such a step was vigorously oppos'^d by Aaly hibrahim 
qhan in whose temper, prudence and foresight seem to pre 
dominate Thu nobleman used often to say “Let us go on as 
“we have hitherto been going The Governor lias certainly 
^ved yoar life and honor Without forgetting such benefits 
and becoming ungrateful of soch favours let os jvait and see 
what will become of the two parties If the Governor holds 
out he shall tl ink himself obliged by vour firmness of temper 
and the steadiness of your friendship and attachment to him 
and he shall find means enough to promote jonr welfare in a 
manner adequate to >our rank and should the General become 
absolute he will not for that bear yon any grudge for jou 
‘have not done him any wrong nor have yon minbclmved to 
‘bun nor have you done anything to render him your enemv 
It u even probable that pleased with the steadiness of your 
temper he shall use you In a manner suitable to your rank 
and station Thu discourse vvas unquestionably full of sense 
but It was more than could be digested bv the proud mind of 
Mahraed rexa^han who u naturally oplniooited in his temper 
and who swelled with tlie reincnibrance of that degree of power 
and auihont) which a< cidents of chance had once ihroum into 
hli hands looks upon the predictions of provident men as so 
many reflections upon hu own prudenre Mahmed reia qhan 
not choosing to pay a regard to tl e Qhan ^ advice opened a 
correspondence with the General and with hu adherents,, and 
shrvved a desire of attaching himself to his party Such a htep 
could mot but displease the Governor who how ever said notlnng 
and let him go his ways meanwhile the General recommended 
him to the office of Deputy of Mubar x ed dSwlah In the Nlinmel 
tint 15 in the dispoval of that Prince s household and nldo to 
the general Fodjdary w hich in these days means the preservation 
of the country from highway men and house breakers and the 
power of pronouncing final judgment upon the crimes of house 
breaking thieving murder and fornication He added to this 
1 large salary^ and prevailed upon the Council to invest him in 
those offices by a splendid dress of honor towldch were added 
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several others for liis children and dependants After so much 
success, Mahmed-reza-qhan set out, dn the 15th of Ramazan, 

1189, and in a few days he arrived at Moorshood-abad, the 

second of Shevval, where he applied himself closely to the 

business.Of his office And as it appears that the inhabitants of 

that great city, accustomed to him long ago, shewed themseb'es 

submissive to his authority, he on his side pleased with a return 

of good fortune, took care to display broad open the standard 

of authority and command On the tenth of Zilhidj of that 

same year, he married his eldest daughter to Mahmed-zeky- 

qhan, soil to his elder brother, Mahmed-hoss^in-qhan , and his 

eldest son, Behram-djung, to the eldest daughter of fladji 

Ismail , the two spouses being both children of Rabia-begum’s 

two daughters But the satisfaction of the two families- was 

damped by the death of Rahia-begum herself, who was daughter 

to Hadji Ahmed, and consort to Ata-ollah-qhan She departed 

this life the 23rd of Djemady, in the year 1189, and by her 

death she deprived Mahmed-reza-qhan of the only remaining 

stock by which he held to the family of Aaly-verdy-qhan, the 

majestuous in war This Princess, although famous for her 

vices and debauches, had likewise many good qualities Long 

ago she hcJd repented of her j^ast life, and in her last sickness, 

she had renewed her repentance, had taken witness of it, and 

in her last moments, she had not ceased, in the presence of a 

number of persons, to pronounce the fine words (60), which 

implied her firm belief in the unity of God, and in the ministry Edifying ^ 

of the seal of Prophets, both tenets qualified by a real confession Ra^ia.begum 

of his successors Slie departed her life in full repentance of the last re- 

1 1 1 r 11 r 1 r mainifig de- 

ner past conduct, and in the lull invocation of the Divine for- scendant of 

giveness O Lord ’ should you punish her fo} hei mildeedSf you 

— ( 

(60) 1 he fine words are these There ts no God but God, and Mohammed is Hts f 
Messenger These words which constitute the Mussulman profession of faith, are 
revealed in the Coran To these the Shiahs have added, some hundred years after, 

And Aaly IS the holy of God and the heir of the Messenger of God , and it is this 
profession of faith, which by engrossing the affections of those men, has introduced 
tha*^ blasphemous saving, so common in Persia, and that has found its \\a3'even into 
India Egher aaly Qhodd n’lst, eo Qhoddhem djoda n'ist If Aaly be not God he is 
not very different from God neither Nay, there is a particular sect amongst the 
Shyahs that operly attribute Divinity to Aaly , and these are called Nassenes, iiid 
moreover take a pride it that appellatioli ^ 
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have that right she ts^pur bond voman, and your culprit 
And should you forgive her you would not be inconsistent far 
Yon aie the Most Merciful of the merciful (6i) 

It was in the same year that we were frightened in Bengal 
by an eJirthquake It was so \iolent that nothing equal to It can 
be remembered these fort) or fifty years past It happened on 
tlie 27th of She\'\’»l in the "yime \ear that Mahmed reza qlinn 
conferred ihe Dlvanship of ihe Nizamet to Asly hibrihim-rjhnn 
who had laid him under such a load of essential services and 
obligations At the same time he sent Dentenants of his 
Fodjdary office all over Bengal for instance N«er baki beg 
of Ba^qh w^3 appointed to the Lleutenanc} of Axim ibad n 
man uho comported hims If uith so much moderation and 
benignit} os to render his person equallv agreeable to the 
English gentlemen and to the nobles and people of those parts 
He even acquired such a good character that no complaint was 
ever preferred again t him So careful was he that no injury 
and no harm should be offered to the people entrusted to his care 
It was remarked on this occasion that Mahmed reza qhan having 
this year offered some rudeness to many of Mubarec ed dGwiah s 
favourites aud disobl^ed that Prince greatly the latter so far 
from affording them i tance and protection did not even 
forbid ^uch an incroacbment upon bis own independence The 
Deputj dismissed likewise Qhadum aaly qhan a nobleman in 
man) respect resemblmg his father ybadum hoss6in-qhan and 
ivho after the eunuch Aithar aaly qhan 1 dismistion had for 
somew bile acted a absolute Director of Mubarec ed dOwlah s 
househol 1 Mahmed rtta-qhan who had taken umbrage at his 
influence had cavaherly dismissed him from bis office nithout 
his mabter’s hating even attempted to utter a single word 
In his behalf although there were promises enough and con 
teoiions and much attachment belween the mister and the 
Minister Mahmed rcra-qhan was likewise guilt) of some other 
stresses of authorit) which drew upon him a genera! blame 
It must be observed that the times were now become so 
comipt that every man in Mubarec ed dfiwlahs household 
was iddicted to inftdelitj md milversntion and had it in 
custom to reckon is fair boot) everv rupee which lu couhl 
itfli An Anbtc puia/re of the CAno nhr^n toed In the of the cTaJ. 
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embezzle out of his tharire So much liberty could not please 
Aah -hibrahim-qhan's reserve and strictness, who being a stranger 
to the family, would neither plunder himself, nor suffer any 
oth« rs fo plunder This gave a general offence , and people 
turned Mahmed-reza-qhan’s mind so effectually, that those 
infinitt obligations ^^hlch he had so often acknowledged, slipt 
out of his memory , and at last a breach took place between 
thrm And as originally there was but little resemblance or 
similarity bet^\een their respective tempers, the instigations of 
envy were sown in a favourable soil, and soon grew up to a 
great head, so as soon to effect a lasting breach 

*' The candle where the wick smokes yet will easily catch fire again ” 

It was at first a sort of vague insinuations against that 
honoured Qhan, \vhich being often mentioned amongst his depend- 
ant'', soon took an air of complaint, and at last degenerated 
into formal reproaches Mahmed-reza-qhan was often heard to 
use these, and the like expressions “ Gentlemen, I have no 
“ genius for making verses , nor do I roll my turbant, or wear my 
“ clothes as the Hindostanies, that I may pretend to enter into 
“ any comparison with tliem with regard to genius and taste” 
All these expressions glanced at Aaly-hibrahim-qhan's way of 
living In’deed it must be acfcnowledged that this noble person 
has received the gitt of making his turbant, and of wearing his 
clothes, with a taste and an elegancefba) peculiar to himself , 
and in that he has been endowed by nature with a felicity of 
genius, and an amenity of manners that render him the admira- 
tion of the high as well as the low One of his many talents is 
the faculty of uttering often extempore verses , and as Mahmed- 
reza-qhan acknowledges himself destitute of those talents, it 

(62) Had the author seen his friend at Banares i\ith bracelets at'his wrists , his 
feet, toes, and nails, dyed in red, and his hands stained in saffron J his eye-lashes 
and brows, and his hair and whiskers, painted black , a verj tight paj-djama or 
long drawers, as tight as an> worn by women, with intent to.exprtss every part of 
their bodies , his hair cut in bobn, like a petit maitre , in a word, affecting all the 
little artifices which are objected to even a }outh of twenty, and which surely 
must look glaringly odd in a man of seventy, had our author seen ’all that pcencrj, 
he would have not taken so many pains to tell us that Mahmed reza-qhan, in order 
to turn one of his dependants out of office, had betaken himself to the expedient of 
engaging him, first of all, into an intrigue with a rich sister-in law of his, and 
thcreb} dishonouring the contrner’s lanply, as a step una\oidabl> ni.cessar> before 
he could with safeU proceed on the intended dismission 
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folloos of course that the equalitj of tcuiper and tlte elegance 
of action and speech, so conspicuous m the Qlun ucre taken 
up as a matter of indirect reproach upon himself He broke 
forth at last and dismibsed him from his office It happened at 
that time that Bann> begum thi d daughter of Rabia begum 
and a svoman of a vicious life and shatnefnl inchnalions hailing 
ID imitation of the great folks of Hindostan formed into a band 
some of her slave girls joined to a number of other loose noinen 
which she had taken in her paj she got them instructed 111 the 
arts of dancing and singing and often amused herself with 
their performances This woman who was of n shrewd and in 
trigxdng turn of mind, undertook, to seduce Ail) hibrabim-qhan 
80 that she laid a snare to bring him into disrepute Under 
pretence of making him some return for the obligations under 
which he had laid Mshojcd rexa qban bt r brother lu law she 
adopted him for her brother and as she was not restrained by 
those scroplea wldch alvMya have tbeir neij^ht with women ac 
customed to live veiled and immured and she had never made 
any difBcuUy of shewing herself lo mol people UDvtiIed(63) 
slie commenced giving entertainments to Aaly hibralum-^han 
and appearing always in his presence and that loq unveiled 
As there were always m these enterUinments some particular 
favourites of Mabrocd rexa^qban s, as folly envious of that noble 
mans reputation as their roaster himself everythiig W'ss 
slralgbl reported to him and maUers went no further for a time 

'63) Tbr« wWch h re ht feet It, irogth sod four in breadth ins ihri)* 
of the thinnrU miirnal, or of «mi« g ue-like rtuff eteginU/ edged with ■ this Ucti 
lod Hr>ed it the edj with ■ piece of coloured Uffety foar finger* brouL Some of 
Ibem made of »irk do not weigh abo e two ooem Th«*e toIIj arc placed opoo 
Ih he d bjr the middle of thHr te gth w la th t the Uffetj and gold edgtnC 
thoold f ir on Ibe forehnd ■ d lo pre eot the Rapi from ha ging to the groucKf 
Ibey arc cmlralj th own orer the abcwJdw- by which maeagement the wbol* 
VcMiyu far MheW the middle li corered with that thio oraaraeot ai well a* part 
cf tlie face and were the Udie* i Eu ope to Ireow what a bewltchlpg effect that 
coied g h apt to har* upon an elegant ah pe fmd thb Had of beaut/ with a 
gmtle f re fi epdte eommop In lodU th#/ would oaYre be wHhoot H.— Ho**Ter 
tb whether reited or not before a ma f, of more Importaeco tUfi 

Eo ope ru» woflld l« apt (o believe AcCo diog the Ulndort y olio * such 
n oaodewe Jrece ratpllc* or concede* every other compUhaoco Hence the IwEaU 
t pirtuo ahe aland* lojilm, doe* oot fiy from hitn 1 tbit Is ah* 

I pon the rno tf ilfj r term w th'Mm. 
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when the Princess observing that one of her girls had made an 
impression on the Qhan’s heart, offered her to him, adding that 
she was a girl of her’s, and that she made him a present of her 
person The other guests, as well as the favourites of that artful 
woman, who were all of the complot against the Qhan, having 
observed scruples in him, made it a point to encourage his 
timidity “ What harm is in that ?” said they “ Is not the 
“girl her property? Her mistress transfers it to you What can 
“ be then the cause of so much precaution and so many denials?” 
It must be observed that in those days Moorshood-abad wore very 
much the appearance of one of Loth’s towns (64), and it is still 
pretty much the same to-day, few people caring to look at* their 
honour, or at that of others Nay, the wealthy and powerful having 
set apart sums of money for these sorts of amours, used to shew . 
the way, and to entrap and seduce the unwary, the poor, and the 
feeble , and as the proverb says So ts the King, so becomes his 
people , these amours got into fashion Doubtless some poor and 
virtuous people must have preserved vestiges* of modesty, and 
<- must have resisted the general corruption of manners , but most 
of the Grandees and rich men, on whom you could cast your eyes, 
were enslaved by this vice 

"Every hem on which I could thrust my hind, proved soiled with dirt 

‘ Do you see that lofty mountain ) onder ? Behind it ts a desert plain ” 
Although the Qhan was a man of great sense, and naturally 
averse to such kinds of intrigues, yet he lent a willing ear to 
the devil’s suggestions, that enemy of mankind , and on the 

(64) This very severe observation of our author s against the city of Moorshood- 
abad, IS the more extraordinary, as there is a man of sense and observation who, 
after having lived seventeen years consecutively in that city, avers, that although 
the crime of non-conformism is neither punished by the Magistrate in that country, 
nor pointed out with that detestation with which it is hooted in Europe , and although 
apparent Ran Nantes in giirgite vasto, nevertheless the Ran Nantes are known and 
pointed out , which proves that the crime is not so common as some have been apt 
to think who have thoughtlessly compared that city to Naples Indeed excepted 
amongst foreigners, such as Persians and Tartars, it is hardly heard of amongst 
Indians in general, and especially amongst Gentoos But such an apology could 
not be made for the city of Shah-djehan abad were the author was bom nor for 
those of Azim-abad, Lucknow, and Patna, w'herehe had spent so much of his lime 
The former of those cities is notoriously known to have contained Seraglios in the 
style of that which accompanied Trajan in his expedition in Persia , and the other 
two cities are known to contain houses of prostitution ot such a nature as would 
make an Englishman shudder ^ 
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follows of course that the equalitj of temper and tlie elegance 
of action and speech so conspicuous in the QImd were taken 
up as a matter of indirect reproach upon himself He broke 
forth at la&t and distnibsed him from bis oQice It happened at 
that lime that Bannj begum thi d daughter of Rabia begum 
and a u Oman of a VICIOUS life and sbamefnl indioalions having 
in imitation of the great fo)ks of Hindostan formed into a band 
some of her slave girls joined to a number of other loose women 
Inch wlie had taken in her pa) she got them instructed in the 
arts of dancing and singliig and often amused herself with 
tlieir performances This woman who was of islirewd and in 
trigoiDg turn of mmd undertook to seduce AaJ) bibrahim-qhan 
so that she laid a snare to bnog him into disrepute Under 
pretence of making hira itomc retorn for the obligations under 
which he had laid Mahmed reza qban her brother in law she 
adopted him for her brother and as she was not restrained b) 
tliose scruples which always have tbeir weight with women ac 
customed to live veiled and immured and she had never made 
any difficult) of shewing herself to mo I people UDveiIed(63) 
she commenced giving entertainments to Aaly hibralnm qlian 
and appeanng always In hts presence and that too unveiled 
A* there were always m these eolertajumenls some particular 
favourites of Mahmed reza-qbans, as folly envious of that noble 
m»n b rcpotation as their master himself ever) thug was 
straight reported to him and matters went no further for a time 

62) Tb0^ rdls which bir* el bt feet to len^b aod four lo breadth are always 
of the thinnest niaicna] or of sonM (aue-like rtnff elegaatlj edged w Kb thI lace 
aod Hoed at the edge with a piece of rolotired taifetj four fioger* broad. Some of 
them made of allb do ot wagfa above two onocea. Tbe>a ralb are placed opoo 
the held bj the middle of tbelr length »o as that the taffetg and gold edging 
shculd fall on tbe forehr d and lo pre ent the flaps from hanging to the ground 
they are c roienlj’ th own oier the shoulder hj which naaaagerDeot the whole 
bod)" a« far n* below the middle 11 covered with that thin omaraeet, as well as part 
cf the face and were the Ladies I Europe to know what a bewhebi g e/Fect that 
cmeri g Is apt to hare upon an elegant shape (and this Idnd of beiotj with a 
gentle face, it quite common lo India thej wooW oertr be whboot iL-- Hcw*\er 
th whether relied or »ot before a man i» cf more Importaoce than 

L opeam would be apt to baHere According tbe liladost aj notions auch 
a coodesce Jence Implies or concedes eTcr> other complaJtsoce Hence the Indian 
exptession she stsnda does not By from him that Is she 

U npon the mo^t f niiHar term j»lth blm.. 



mutaqherin 


S5 

when Lhe Princess observing that one of her g^rls had made an 
impression on the Qhan’s heart, offered her to him, adding that 
she was a girl of her’s, and that she made him a present of her 
person The other guests, as well as the favourites of that artful 
woman, who were all of the complot against the Qhan, having 
observed scruples in him, made it a point to encourage his 
timidity “ What harm is in that ?” said they “ Is not the 
“girl her property? Her mistress transfers it to you What can 
“ be then the cause of so much precaution and so many denials ?” 
It must be observed that in those days Moorshood-abad wore very 
much the appearance of one of Loth’s towns (64), and it is still 
pretty much the same to-day, few people caring to look at* their 
honour, or at that of others Nay, the wealthy and powerful having 
set apart sums of money for these sorts of amours, used to shew , 
the way, and to entrap and seduce the unwary, the poor, and tlie 
feeble , and as the proverb says So ts the King, so becomes his 
people , these amours got into fashion Doubtless some poor and 
\nrtuous people must have preserved vestiges* of modesty, and 
e must have resisted the general corruption of manners , but most 
of the Grandees and rich men, on whom you could cast your eyes, 
were enslaved b\ this vice 

“ Every hem on which I could thrust my h^nd, proved soiled with dirt 

‘ Do you see that lofty mountain j onder ® Behind it ts a desert plain ” 

Although the Qhan was a man of great sense, and naturally 
averse to such kinds of intrigues, yet he lent a willing ear to 
the devil’s suggestions, that enemy of mankind , and on the 

(64) This very severe observation of our author s against the city of Moorshood- 
abad, IS the more extraordinary, as there is a man of sense and observation who, 
after having lived seventeen years consecutively in that city, avers, that although 
the crime of non conformism is neither punished by the Magistrate in that country, 
nor pointed out witli that detestation with which it is hooted in Europe , and although 
apparent Ran Nantes in giirgite vasto, nevertheless the Ran Nantes known and 
pointed out , which proves that the crime is not so common as some have been apt 
to think who have thoughtlessly compared that city to Naples Indeed excepted 
amongst foreigners, such as Persians and Tartars, it is hardly heard of amongst 
Indians in general, and especially amongst Oentoos But such an apology could 
not be made for the city of Shah-djchan-abad were the author was born nor for 
those of Azim-abad, Lucknow, and Patna, where he had spent so much of his time 
The former of those cities is notoriously known to have contained Seraglios in the 
style of that which accompanied Trajan in his expedition in Persia , and the other 
two cities are known to contain houses of prostitution ot such a nature as would 
make an Englishman shudder ^ 
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intreaties of the Princess he sent (at least so it is reported) 
two or three times for the girl on her mistress’s repeated 
mtreaUes or at least, they Imputed that foible to him This was 
soon knowm and soon waa laid hold of as a snfficienf cause for 
a breach The Nawab parted with him and In public Derbar, 
or in fnil Court, he drew op narratives of that proceeding as ha\ 
mg dishonoured his house and family and rent the \eil that 
covered their chastity although In reality such a pnbllcation 
tended only to dishonour It still further but be had his motives 
in that For he was fearful lest the English shonld find fault 
with him for parting orf so easy terms with a man to whom he 
confessedly owed the highest obligations This at least is ^hal 
occurs to feeble minds like mine for otherwise such a conduct 
^ is incomprehensible Be It as it will the Nawab having intro- 
duced the subject more than once at his levee and always with 
a deal of acrimony he at last (this was the igth Snfur In the 
year 1191) dismissed -Val) hibrahlm-qhao from his office and 
the same day he carried his eldest son Behram-djung to fbe 
palace and got him installed in that office by Mubarec>ed 
dflwlah who honoured him with a rich dress of honour called 
Qhylaat Aaly bfbrahim-qhan on this Intelligence which he 
received \vith a deal of ease and tranqillit) retired to a corner 
of his bouse aad from that time intirely abstained from going to 
Court or making visits But not%vith5tanding that retreat such 
was the opinion entertained of his probity and disinterestedness 
that although his revenue was but small and bis usual temper 
seemed altered by his dbgracc yet he Ihed In the utmost honor 
and estimation and the public opinion on hls account ran so 
strong that hls house became a rendei\ous for the high and low 
It was In those times of Mahmed reia-rjhan s prevalence 
that his favounte S^yd mahmed-qhan a Persian by birth but a 
man shrewd and waiy to a high degree who had got such an 
ascendant over his master as to govern him intirely married one 
Som* ftrfe- of the relicts of Rexy-eddin mahmed-qhan and got by that means 
pcmesjion of hl5 ejUtc The matter ame to pass In a pretU 
o( >t™n8' manner It appears that Rei)-eddin mahmedajhan 
Uiimed-raa intending man) years ago to perform a pilgrimage to the 
giorlons Mecca liad giren him a paper b) widch he appointed 
hin\ Idi executor in hls absence and that although the testator 
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had long ago altered liis resolution, and many years had elapsed 
since that transaction, he had departed this life without minding 
the paper He left a great estate in money and jewels, w'lth a very 
noble palace, and a fine bath After his decease S6yd-mahmed- 
qhan, armed with that paper, w'hich had been all this while for- 
gotten in his hands, took possession of the deceased's estate, 
brought his wives and son under his controul, and some time 
after, he managed so dexterously, and interposed the mediation 
of so many proper persons, that he espoused one of the deceased's 
consorts, but a different one from the lady that had a son (altho’ 
still the person most beloved of the deceased’s three consorts, 
and likewise the person which proved the richest in money and 
precious effects) He bound her by the formality of a marriage, 
and took possession of both her charms and wealth But this 
marriage became so very odious to the public, and it excited such 
a detestation in all ranks against the w'ord executor^ that Sadr-el* 
hac-qhan, the first Magistrate of the Province, being then upon 
his death-bed , and his physician, Ased-ollah-qhan, who had an 
unlimited influence over his patient’s mind, having introduced a 
certain pretended Arabian, one S^yd-mahmed (w'ho by-the-bye 
IS indeed a strange fellow likewise) for a very proper man to be 
made his executor , this word was no sooner pronounced, that the 
dyin^ man’s consort, who actually was at hand behind a veil, fell 
a-crying , and she exclaimed as loud as she could, that she w'asan 
old woman, that needed neither an “executor nor a husband,” 
and that she would suffer none at all The sick man overcome by 
her intreaties and tears, retracted Ins word, although accustomed 
to obey implicitly his physician’s nod , and he died without ap- 
pointing any executor at all , nor is there anything so strange 
in that What is really very strange, is that the physician, ruffled 
by this refusal of appointing that man of an ambiguous character 
for an executor, quitted the house exceeding discontented, and 
never returned since 

Whilst this singular affair was a subject of geiu ral animad- 
version, Mahmed-reza-qhan thought proper to marry Mahmed- 
aaly-qhan, his brother’s relict, a nobleman w'ho h id been suc- 
cessively Governor of Islmam-abad, H8gly,and Pooraniah, at which 
last place be had departed this life Tins lady had two sons 
from lu r late husband, who had left her a great fortune in money 
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and jewels nor would she hear of a second marriage But by a 
proper mediation and the use of proper means, she was after a 
deal of trouble and intreatles, prevailed upon to yield her consent 
It IS said that at the period when Mahmed reta qhan nas a NAib or 
Deputy governor of all Bengal he bad already conceivedanattach 
ment to this lady (which of course roust have been of old stand 
ing for he had already had a glimpse of her charms some years be 
fore when in the heiglit of hts power) Hfs bouse was necessarily 
resorted to by both the women his relations and those of many 
other persons of distinction at which time he had often oppor 
tunlties of taking a prep at them and is often conceived the 
desire of enjoying their company for uhich purpose he uted 
to employ a variety of means to overcome the reluctance of 
some fair ones that rejected his proposals Although there vns 
then a great deal of talk about these matters (which somehow 
never failed to become public) and a great deal of slander about 
the answers of some of those women which were alwavs given 
at length and in the very words (65) yet it would be improper 
to mention them here and it would be a pity to spend any 
time m relating such sobjects It was in those times that 
Mahmed aaly^han s consort, frequenting her brother in laii s 
«;eraglio on account of her near relation to the family he found 
means to see her once and conceived for her person an inclina 
tion i\hich he could not satisfy but some years after when the 
lady becoming a widow was prevailed upon to consent to a 
maraage and was married id all the forms presenbed by law (66) 

(65) TU« ladj wfaJefa If ■ tall, fair womu of • oot>lc t fifur* U extrfmel/ 
mpectadforher modest chute widowhood, aod for b«r prcMBt modest coodoct 

(66) One of those retmetory hdJe* whleb hj the bye ww of a hijh pedlfree 
beiof ■ (rand-d OKhter of the Namb Ser-efmx qh d, and to which a tn • had 
bef to wed that pale |;oId hoe ao moch eateemed la India (where U it mnefa more 
raised tKaw the fair cr while coloor) waa aetnU/ foJof to a Rendrsroai bet ■■ 
chair* uaed for women are to fareloMand relied, that the peraen ftctinf, oarer •ees 
whhher fha I* carried, r>or bow nor by whom her chairmen who bad been bribed, 
carried her plamp into the middle Mahmed rexa^qbao a apartmeat Thif 
eoblemao who bad more than oace aaked aiou of that fiae lady and had as often been 
rrfnfed, now oude bb appearance, iotreated her charity and made nee a* before of 
many lotreaties and mpplteaiiona, to which he added two tray* covered with fine 
fctuffi aod aomn Jeweb To all that the fair ooe did oot pay the Uait atieatlcm nor 
eren did*beTOuch*afe*omncb »* to east t look it It. InfUad of that, fhecowtantly 
kept her eye* aloof where abewafcoldijr hmy In eonotlofOTer the bnmr tod/ofrfen 
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and let the credit of this story stand upon the faith of the 
reporters and ineinorialists 

B} this time the dispute between the Go\ernor and the 
General having risen to the utmost height, each of them used 
to write his complaints to the King of England, and to the Corn- 
pan), and each of them received vearly answers Tlu' third 
year after the General’s arnvMl, b) which time Colonel Monson 
was alreadv dead, ther<" came a letter fiom homt, mentioning 
the Gove rnor’s intended departure, and that in that case, he 
must place the General in his stead The General was likewise 
wrote to by hi- friends, tluil as the Governor was coming home, 
he, the General, had bt en appointed to the Gov'crnnu’it of 
Bengal On this surmise the General, without waiting for the 
opening of the dispatches to the Governor, Lonclud^d that he 
had been in fact appointed to that high ofbee , and coming into 
the Council-room, he look his seat where the Goveinor used to 
sit, as President of the assembly The latter reprimanded him 
for such a precipitation and w'ant of sense , but the General, 
naturally violent, becoming still more violent on what was just 
passing, uttered a number of inconsiderate w’ords, and a quantity 
of un worth) expressions On which the Governor, according to 
the custon? of his nation, submitted the whole of the dispute, 
with its questions and answers, to the decision of the Supreme 
Royal Court ol JusUct . and those Magistrates on mature ex- 
amination adjudged the cause to the Governor, moreover, the) 
reprimanded the General for his hastiness in such terms, as 
affected the credit of his assertion In this manner the Governor 
kept his station and rank , but the Genera', unable to digest 
the shame he had undergone, retired extremely ruffled to his 
house , and a sense of his disgrace pressing incessantly upon 
his lofty mind, he became so deeply affected, as to fall sick He 
was an old man , and his sorrow and resentment preyed so mucli 

of the roof, nor did she condescend so much as once to casta look upon her 
disconsolate petitioner , instead ol that she went on rallying him mercilessly and 
with the most disdainful look upon that insatiableness of his, which made him 
covet every fine woman he came to hear of, whilst at the same time his stock in 
bank proved so ill furnished with cash, that his desk was full of bills unanswered, 
and of draughts unhonoured The brow beaten lord, finding that nothing was to be 
got from that haughty fair one, but merciless satire, was obliged to dismiss her, 
and she went away without so much as saluting 
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upon Ills constitution that he soon appeared to be quite dispinted 
and sunk It happened that in those \cry letters from home 
that had caused so much ill blood the Go\ernor had received a 
license to marry a Ladv to which he was greatly attached (67) 
Tnd having on that account given a great entertainment he first 
of ill others, invited the Genrml to honour it with his presence 
The latter excused himself on hjj sickness and on the neakness 
of his body but the Governor himself having repaired to Iiii 
house and by dint of entreaties prevailed upon him to come 
with him to the assembly the General made such a long stay 
there that on his return home, he found himself much worse 
Unhappily the physician wholn onl of precantion he had brought 
from home and who was particularly attached to him having 
mistaken his case so as to order a cly'ster agninst the General s 
intreatiea and inclination the remedy -vs soon os it wan received 
brought on a Sjneope and (he Ocneral surrendered his sool to 
hi3 Maker 

From this time Mr Franci<» suffered a diminution in his in 
fiuence whilst there accrued to the Governor an accession of 
power and although Mr Wheeler who had succeeded Colonel 
Monson sided with Mr Francis and became hi® friend, yet the 
latter a party benefited nothing bv it being overber ne by the 
Governor's high station and overau ed by hli superior genius and 
superior knonledge The fact Is that the Governor’s influence 
HtH alrcTd) taken the upper hand ond soon after Colonel Mon 
son s death, the General B party NtH lo't much of i(s cnerg) in 
^omneh that iho^e English rulers and otJier^ who had been 
appointed by his intercut agninst the Governor s mini! now lost 
their usual support but after th^* demise of the Oeneml himself 

(67) Tbo rtary reported 0/ thti L*<!jf b »1 r 1 ‘T eooo h, Bk t AFchufel 

In the Ttry north of that erj oorthem coo try Rimlv, iSe mi rted 1 Germa 
©fflerr wh w*i rrformed *i»d who findinjth t m t*w wmt (II whh him repihrd 
to Erijland to seek a llvel hood and from thmee to I dia wh re he Qrad by 
peodllloj rainUtoTW for which he h d aorne am-dl talent. But the Oorrmor har 
lof put It Iq hb power to pnrebue »o est*!# in Stxoay be dlrorced hi wl/o wbl h 
wiirtpouaed by the former end indeed the mart hart been a woman of oncom 
mon merit to hire owd so tarti ff =»" Jmpreealon on *o auhllme a a 

Marti r» dme It moat he aebnowiedeed thrt she did him aonv 

mtIoharm,b7ii[mawDablyp radinc in ] » I Encitnd althmjgl 

thrreare ow Udicj In EngUod that mart h re Imported from India a g e*t d I 
more of that giltterl g H d of property than berarlf 
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Llieirxfate louIcI not long remain in suspense Mi BiisLow was 
TLcallcd from Lucknow, Mr Sage from Azim-abad , Mr Fouk 
from Banarcs, as well as Mr Goran from Moorshood-abad , and 
olliers w'ere appointed in tluir stead, that is, Mr Middleton and 
Mi Law, and Mr Gram , but Mr Baber was sent to Moorshood- 
abad, to be the hinge and centre of all business there As to 
Radja Goordass, son of the deceased Naiid-comar, the Governor 
both to condole w'lth him, and likewise to oblige the General, 
promoted him to the Divanship of Mubarec ed-dowlah’s house , 
and after tliat, still out of regard to the General, he appointed 
him to the Divanship of the Khalissah of Bengal, althougji he 
w^as little capable of such an office But he did not enjoy it long, 
and on the General’s demise, or t ven after Colonel Monson’s 
ch mise, he lost that appointment, and remained shut up in his 
house for a long time , w-hen by Menny-begum’s interest, lu 
was appointed a second time to the superintendence of Mubarec- 
ed-dow’lah’s house , and he arrived at the city about the middle 
of the second Djemady, of the year 1192 As to Mahmed-reza- Mahmed- 
qhan, he lost by the General’s demise, much of his strength His gr^ed^'and'^ 
influence grew daily feebler, and at last it was reduced to 'dismissed 
nothing X^iey add that the Governor struck with some 
particulars of his conduct, did not trust him altogether, so that 
he was dismissed from the office of General Fodjdar and principal 
Magistrate of Bengal , and he lost also his appointment of 
Deputy to Mubarec-ed-dowlah Sadr-tl-hac-qhan was appointed 
to succeed him in those two offices, although the Governor him- 
self must have been sensible, that so much business was by all 
means above the old man’s capacity and strength Nevertheless, 
as he had become one of the Governor’s acquaintances, so early as 
the latter’s first appearance in Bengal , and at his second coming 
he had proved himself an assiduous worshipper at the altar of his 
pow'er, w'lthout ever relaxing in the revolutions that had follow- 
ed , and as great men with much tenderness of heart, are apt to 
prefer a personal attachment to any public qualification , the 
Governor devised those two offices for him as a reward for his 
attachment, although they seemed to be so much above his desert. 

The man was at once raised to the summit of honour and power 
Radja Goordass, who had preceded him by some time, brought 
an order for Mahmed-reza-qhan’s dismission, and a letter to 
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Mubarec cd dbwlab requesting that until Sadr el liac qliao b 
arrival he should conlinoe all the officer of the Fodjdary os 
the} stood w ith Maluned leia-qhan but undi.i hi ovvn order 
Such a revolution could not but plea^ Menny begum uho liad 
beeu all thi while putting up fervent prayer for buch a return 
of happy days as these She assumed a new lift but became 
desirous of keeping from the old roan the office of Mubarcc-ed 
dfiwlab b Deputy and she even carried her views so far as to 
endeavour to wrest also the Fodjdary afld llie Divanship from 
Ills bauds if possible Full of this scheme she dispatched her 
iiouschold Divan to Calcutta to lay her requests before the Gov 
ernor espetlally about wresting the D putyship from the old 
man a hands The Governor to humour lier promised wonders 
and some daj b were spent lo conference vnth the two parties but 
at last the matter coded just as the Governor had determined at 
lirst with some alight alterations however lo oblige Mubnrec cd 
dSwlab and Menny begum Al last on the second of Djeroad) 
Sadr el hac qban arrived at Moor liood abad As be was a 
man of niudi snnplicity of m inoerb and had become decrepit 
with old age it happened that lo transacting business and even 
10 going to or coming from Couit and in prcbenUng himself be 
fore Mubarec-ed dflwlah he was unadverlenlly guilty of some 
actions that discovered llic debility of his body and not only 
detracted ranch from Ins weight but also rendered his person 
ridiculous He had appointed (for a sum of money they say) 
one Aga tnahmed aaly a Persian born lo the hodjdary of Aiim 
abad the iiiagistiature of which aty he gave at the same time 
to Aga abdol raheem But as this Mahmed aaly who was a 
man of narrow princlplc»> came boon to behave very ill he soon 
lost hu. command which lasted but lUtlr and he acquired the 
aversion of all the iuhabitants of that city which he filled, with 
discontcnU and hi art burning But it is lime for us now to 
take our leave of these transactions of interior police ill over 
Bengal in order lo tom our eyes upon those events in whicli 
that country Han cut so great a Figure in the Indian world and 
especially in those southern parts of it known under the name 
of Deran 

Tlie MarhatU Empire which has still Us two scaU or 
Capitals in those southern r^ions bad been for a length of 
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liinr g()\crnL(l b\ Ibil.ndii-rao. uho on tho doiiuse of S.ilio- 
racln (O^S) lia<l n‘'SUfnffl tin* atlmini'>(iahon. .iiul beronu Soveicis^n 
nt tlic Marhatia doiniinons where he < ul so i^rcat a hgiitc, Ihal 
we •'hail ho ohh"«‘fl lo make full mention of him in the sections 
lelalixt to Dccan. as much at Ic.ist, a" his affairs arc come lo 
our knowledge On his demise his son su( corded him of course 
liui thcMlcceascd h,ui also a hrotlier, and it was Ragonat-r.io , 
"ho thinking his prolonsioiis much superior to those of the 
\oung Prince, his nephew undertook to support them 'I his 
produced some < i\ il ilissciisions which ended h\ pulling the 
uncle under some conhnement , and he was thought well secured, 
when he found means to gam his guards and h\ tieason and 
artifice, to kill his nephew, after whu h he took possession of 
the administration and sate in his stead But as a great differ- 
ence of sentiments prevailed amongst ihe (irandees of that 
Cmpirc whilst >.c\eral of them look parl\ w ith Ragonat-r/io, 
the greatest number, hovvev (*r, sided w ilh Ihe relict of Raladji- 
rao's son, who was left pregnant Her parlv raised the Princess 
lo the supreme command, displayed the standard of contention, 
and having vanquished Ragonal-rao in battle. lhe\ confined 
him agaiiv Nevertheless, aflci some lime, thev concluded a 
Irealv of friendship and union between the Princess and the 
uncle, but the latter dissatisfied with the terms imposed upon 
him, found an opportunit) of escaping again , and he fled to the 
Rnglisli of the factor) of Bombay, where he entered into an 
agreement w ith them, and was receiv'cd under their protection 
Nor IS this a novel event It is in consequence of such and the 
like divisions that most of the strongholds, na) , almost the 
whole of Hindostan, have come into the possession of the 
Englisli Tor instance, two Princes contend for the same 
counlr), and one of them applies to the English, and informs 

them of the way and method of becoming masters of it By 

his insinuations and by their assistance, he draws to himself 

(68) The words, Saho radja, after having been a proper name of one of the 

first Marhatta founders, are now become an appellative title of the Emperor of 
that nation, a Prince of the Radjpoot or military race, who always resides at Satara , 
whilst the acting and real Emperor, who is of the Brahman or sacerdotal tribe, 
and resides at Poona, two days N -N ,-East of Satara, is called his Nana, or mater- 
nal uncle, and as often the Ptshva or the agent (or precursor ) 
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^ome of the leading men of the conntn who being hi^ friends 
are already fast attached to his person and meanuhlle the 
English ha'ing conclnded to their own mind some treat\ and 
agreement Avith him they for some time abide b\ thos.e terms 
until the\ have acquired a good insight into the go\ emmcnt 
and customs of the countr) as well as a thorough acquaintance 
^^■ith the several parties in it and then thn discipline an am} 
and gelling themsei\es supported b} one party they soon m-cr 
come the other and little b\ little introduce themsehes Into the 
countr} and make a conquest of it And although their intro- 
doctor should prove too shrewd for them and should give them 
the slip still the} never dispute with him but bemg a set of 
men alwa}'s wise and alwavs in temper they patienti} wait 
until b} his death some unu-orth} son comes to succeed him 
at which time under hU name and without opening an} dispute 
with him or creating an\ ill renown to themselves thcv complete 
the conquest, and have the art to finish their business In such a 
si} manner that no reproach can be made to them Bv which 
means the downfall of the people of those parts espedallv of 
the great and powerful ones is soon obtained bv the hands of 
one another and all this is brought about so artfullv that the 
idiots set up bv them unaware of the above management do 
of their own accord and motion work at the ruin of their equals 
and meanvv^ille the Engibh who seem quite passive as if suffer 
mg themselves to be lead are in fact giving motion to the 
machine and turning those soU into so manv objects of endle^j* 
contempt and ralller}’ both In Hindostan and in Europe Mean 
while those fools fanc}ing themselves shrewd in business plume 
themselves and strut about until the seeds of mischief planted 
b} them coming to shoot up the da} of retribution and veng 
cance comes with them and thev pa} and smart in their turn 
for having squandered awav the little monev thev had <craped 
together in working themselves Into those honours and those 
stations the} s© Ullle deserved Thcv seem to be the centre of 
a mighty bustle but In fact do nothing more than ruin still more 
a countr} alreidv ruined fall at last under the lash of out 
standing balances and after pa}ing into the treasur} of the 
English as an equivalent all the mone} the} have before hoard 
ed the} are now obliged to sit down with the odious character 
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of h.iMiig been liie carriers and porter*' of exaction and tyrann) 
So tlial Iho-'O glorious rulers after ruining all the world, and 
burning their own feathers, now become sensible of Ibcir losses, 
turn repentants , Imt it is on!\ at .1 time when repentance 
cannot mend their circninsinm es, and when the\ have become 
alreath *=0 infamous and so odious, that this distich becomes 
quite applicable to their case 

•’ I fa Vo \ m wlni fns ilono that jark.isv of a litllr mnn '(Op) 

' Hr has bi>rnc all tlie odinin of tho oaartlon, anti another has run 
"auiv With all thr profit" 

1 o return to our narratiNc, the Cio\crnor of Bomba) gave 
notice of all these troubles to fjovernor llushtin, and it \;as at 
a time when the disputes between the French and l'>nglish, dis- 
putes which were of old standing, were revived again on account 
ot the assistance which the former had given to the men of 
\merica These men. who are of the same rate with the Fng- 
Iish, had these two or three luindrt'd years past settled in America, 
which IS a New-found.lantl called Vcngbi-DSnia (70), much re- 
sembling Ivnglantl and where those men lived, bred cliildrcn, 
spent their lives, and died Oiilv the) were under the jurisdic- 
tion of the K'lng of England, and }icldcd obedience to his orders 
These men^bince some time (which cannot be more than four 
or five vears ago) had re* oiled from their King, on .iccount of 
his demanding more of them than was customary They had 
fought Ins troops, and having killed the people that had exercised 
in the King’s name the power of binding and loosing, that is, 
the members of the Council of that land, they had set up of them- 
selves a government like a Council Not content with all that, 
they had more than once given battle to the King’s troops, had 
come off victorious, and had occasioned to the King and Company 

(69) These verses were made about the j ear 172J when tshrefF, the last of 
the Afghan Princes, obliged to quit Isfahan, on the approach of Nadyr-cooly qhan 
a/ms Tahmasp-cooly-qhan, plundered and sacked the city as well as the royal 
treasury, loaded his booty upon some hundred mules, and in his flight to Shcerar, 
was beaten and obliged to run farther, after having lost histieasure He was shin 
at last in endeavouring to make his escape through the country of the RTllooches, 
where these ferocious people put an end to his life. 

(70) These words, which in Turkish signify 7jeiu wor/rf, have passed togetic" 

, with the I ews of the discovcrv', from Turkey to Persia, and then to India , just as 

the Ijties called by the 1 urks Frenc TLahmciy or the Kuropcan tormens now known 
in Persia by that name, and in Hmdostan by' a translate of those words 
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losses to the amoont of corors The French, at all times sworn 
enemies to the English resolved to ingratiate themselves with 
the Americans and to turn their ^c^olt to some account for 
fhemsehes and with that \ie\v they furnished them with cannon 
muskets, powder and ball and all the necessaries for warfare 
Tlie King of England, incensed at such an assistance giien at a 
time i\hen the term of peace between two nations was not jet 
expired declared war against the King of the French also 

It was at a time when the English nation secure on ever) 
side in Hindostan fet some Inquietude on the side of the 
Marhattas and from Haider ndik This Holder n^ik bad ten or 
twelve years ago waged war with the English in such a manner 
as to come off victorious and to make some advantage of Jt 
The Marhattas were foil as dangerous as the) have a way of 
fighting of their own and will ten times a day attack and is 
many times again retreat or take to flight and the) are ac 
customed to reduce to great straits for want of wTiter and 
necessaries such troops as arc less handy than themselves at 
this work of plundering and running awa) The English on those 
accounts reckoned 1 war with them to be a difficult piece of 
work and they knew very well that Hilder ndlc w’as in corres 
poiidence with the French On those two consider^ Ions Gov 
ernor Hushtin who Is bv excellence the man of genius of his 
nation and who displa )3 everywhere a consummate ^kill ami 
wisdom thought it expedient to close with Ragonatr^os pro- 
posals an all) that put In his hands the great advantage of 
fighting the Marhattas In theJr own countr) so great was his 
foresight Hts project was to send an arm) into Decan on pre 
tence of assisting flagonat rilo whom the English were to bring 
over to their camp and by his means to engage the Marhatta 
nation to a peace and an alliance with them which alliance 
would have put It In his power to grant Ragonat rdo the comple 
tlon of his fondest wishes After having brought the Marhatta 
rulers to submit and agree he Intended to draw both Ragonat 
rJo and his adversaries into such an alliance as should bind 
them to a pact of never joining the French and such a trcitv 
he intended to strengthen b) a paper signed and sealed b) both 
Ragonat rdo and the Marhatta rnlcr» who were to secure it 
under their most solemn oaths. Ml that was Intended to be 
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done by art and persuasion But in case the matter did not 
succeed to his wishes, then he hoped that so soon as he should 
have effected a junction with Ragonat-rio, he might force the 
Marhatta rulers to a compliance with his views For he knew 
that this Prince being himself a man of importance, and the son 
of a man of importance in that nation, there was no doubt but 
some great men w'ould join him of themselves, and that some 
others would easily be brought to do the same, wdiether by per- 
suasion or by force , and as the English led by a destiny, (that 
designed to make use of that nation for punishing a wicked, 
thoughtless race of men, unmindful of their God) had so suc- 
cessfully fought battles, made such amazing conquests, and with 
a deal of ease pushed their victories as far as almost wnthin sight 
of Shah-djehan-abad, the Capital of Hindostan , so the Governor 
thought that the w'ar in Decan would prove full as easy , and 
that after beating and dispersing the Marhatta armies, it would 
prove an easy task to reduce H4ider-n4ic to straits After 
w'hich operation he might without any anxiety from the French, 
or other Europen Powers, and without much hindrance from 
the Princes of India, bring in a certain number of years, and with 
proper management, all Hindostan into submission , and then 
sit dowm in ease and content to enjoy his prosperity All this 
scheme was founded upon much foresight and much knowledge 
of India , for the enmity of the French is of old standing, and 
that nauon by joining the Americans had acquired so mighty 
an accession of hatred and power, that were they now' to listen 
so far to their jealousy against the prosperity of the English m 
these countries, as to land in India with some thousand Euro- 
peans to the assistance of Hdider-naic and the Marhattas, they 
would raise such commotions, as would be very difficult to quell , 
and there is no doubt but in such a case not a man from the 
Marhattas, and not a man of consequence from Hindostan, 
would side wuth the English Whereas now' Ragonat-rdo himself, 
the pretender to the Marhatta Empire, was ready to join them 
of his own accord , and it was probable that those schemes of 
the Governor’s would take place of themselves, and would be 
followed by further victories and by the subjection of all Hindo- 
stan, without much expense or trouble In fact, the Governor’s 
piercing genius having beheld as present all those contingencies, 
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Tvhlch were yet in the womb of time had resolved to sow dis 
sensions and to encourage and nurse them bv sending succes 
sivel^ numerous troops towards Decan It tvas reported that 
this scheme of the Governors not having met ndth Mr Franus's 
and Mr Wheeler s approbation two Members of the Committee, 
the) contended that they ought to remain satisfied vvith so much 
dominion as the) had ahead) acquired withonf stretching their 
feet out of their frontiers and It may be tliat such likewise 
were the orders from the Council of Europe and such the safest 
part) But the Governor disapproving of such timid opinions 
took upon himself singly all the risks of this business and set 
out in earnest with this war 

It was at this time that is about the end of the year iiga, 
of the Hedjrah that Colonel Godard who had alwa)s shewn 
me a deal of fnendship and attachment, having set out from 
Lucknow for Calcutta to pat an end to some qnestlons and 
answers of his own I availed myself of that opportunit) and of 
the Colonel 5 couoteoance to repair from Arlm-abad to Calcutta 
in order to posh an affair that concerned me greatly, and great 
were the hopes I had conceived when the poor Colonel by a 
sodden stroke of chance was obliged to give up his own schemes 
for returning towards Lucknow and to prepare himself for an 
expedition in Decan For be was appointed to a command In 
the artn^ which was to march from Lucknow and Ilah-abad a dis 
appointment that affected already his affairs os well as his spirits 
This departure of the Colonel s having left me alone and without 
support I lost all hopes of succeeding m m) own business 
especiall) as the English immersed in disputes amongst them 
selves and in preparalhes of vvar did not pa) an) attention to 
the afTajr«: of Hmdosttnies To mention such matters in these 
historical sheets would be Improper What for to go on sing 
Ing tllrges upon m) dcslin) and uttering complaints again-'t 
the world? M hatever Is predestinated to happen in a certain 
time and in certain circumstances will cerlainl) come to pa s 
** t et m • in or not wilt wb^t h f our dcstJ / ihjJI cotw lo yMss 3 wreJh 

The cause of Colonel Godard s iliscontcnt v\'as the appoint 
ment of Colonel Lesh) to the command of the above army, in 
consequence of hi ‘vupcrlor rank In the service to wliom of 
course he would be obliged to obc) Now Colonel Godaril 
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\^a‘^ upon vci} bad l('rms with liim , noi Iiad Lesley the least 
cipaeit} or fitness for such a coniinand But according to the 
rules of seniority, customary amongst the military of that nation, 
roloncl Godaid liad been obliged cither to resign entirely the 
service, oi to submit to him As f liad long conceived an attach- 
ment for that odiccr, I used to tell him, that the expedition in 
which he was embarked, was an object of the utmost impoitance 
Rut he was so proud of the easy conquests and the repeated 
Mctories of his nation, that he thought the whole an easy matter , 
and he w'ould often answer that two regiments of their Talingas 
were enough to bt at all the Hindostanies put together Such 
high-flow’n notions of his, rendering it improper and useless in 
me to insist upon my admonition, I chose to be silent 

As for Colonel Lesley, that officer, in consequence of his 
appointment by the Council, set out from Ilah-abad to repaii to 
Calpy, from wdiencc he was to begin Ins march through the 
Bundul-cund, and the d( pendencies of Barar, quite to Aoreng- 
abad, and so on to Decan His orders w'ere to take Ragonat- 
rko w'lth him, and to effect a junction w'lth the army from 
Bombay at the appointed place , after wdiich he was to proceed 
jointly w'lth^ him in the busines-^ of bringing the Marhatta rulers 
to a submission in the mannei projected by the Council of 
Calcutta The Governor had taken care to facilitate the success 
of this expedition, by dispatching to Great-N£igpoor(7i), Mr 
Elliot, a man wdio in sincerity of speech, and propriety of 
conduct, has few equals amongst his own countrymen, as well 
as amongst the Hindostanies His orders were to renevv the 
treaties, and to pay slowdy the balances of money due by the 
Revenue of Bengal to Moodda-dji and to the po'^terity of Rago- 
dji-bhossla , and he w^as to return after having put that court in 
good humour N^igpoor is the capital of the country held by 
Rago-bhossla, as Mucasdar(72) of the province of Barar This 
Rago is the same who after a twelve years’ bloody war with 

(71) A city, the capital of the Marhattas of Barar It is called the great, to 
distinguish it from another Ndigpoor called the lesser, which is the capital of a 
Zemindary or Principality in the western parts of Bengal, from which it depends 

By the treaties alluded to by the author, Bengal was indebted to the Couct of 
NAigpoor into a yearly pension of twelve lacs 

(72) Collector of the revenue in behalf of the Marhatta Government , the 
word IS also meant for Feudatory 
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Aaly vcrdy-qhan whom he had fought with a variety of successes 
bad at last made an accommodation with him by which the 
English his successors have abided inviolably avoiding all 
dispatrs on that subject with the Marhatta s postenty ^ trusting 
nevertheless so far to their own power and prevalence as never 
to pay regularly the pension stipulated by that Viceroy They 
act in that business in a languid ambiguous manner giving 
little at a time, and wilholding much Not but that messages 
and letters were going on constantly from Ndigpoor to Calcutta, 
demanding the outstanding balances but yet it was in a soft 
moderate style In short the intent of Mr Elliot's embassy 
was to renew the treaty and to manage so as that Rago s 
sons and dependants should not offer any opposition to the 
Engllbh array than marching towards the Decan nor mean 
while avail themselves of the opportunity to make an irruption 
into Bengal and Bahar Now it must be observed that as 
Rago s postenty on one hand were nephews to the Sahoo Radja 
and pretenders to bis dlgni^ and station and on the other 
Baladji rio after the said Radjah s demise bad availed bimaclf 
of the power and authority of bis office of Generalissimo of the 
forces, to take possession of (be dominions and treasures of 
the deceased, and had set aside the right of Rago s posterity to 
the throne the Court of Niigpoor therefore did not live upon 
good terms wnth the Court of Poona and neither Moodda dji nor 
his Ministers, made any difficulty to renew the pact and agree 
meat with the EngUsh So that the Colonel s army marched on 
without opposition and the provinces of Bengal and Baliar 
meanwhile remained free from their ravages Unluckily as 
Mr ElUot was cutting bis way thro a mountainous tract in the 
height of the rains, he was suddenly overtaken by his last hour 
and haring laid his foot in the valley of deatli he departed for 
eternity His embassy ivas taken up and its intent fulfilled 
by the younger Mr Anderson, who returned to Calcutta by the 
w'ay of Axim abad and Bahar 

As for me who had conceived such mighty hopes on my 
coming to that aty In Colonel Godard s company, with whose 
assistance I was to cany a point in the Council, and who beiides 
had an old acquaintance with the Governor I could obtain only 
two or three Interviews with him in one of which, he asked 
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me whether at an) time I had been in Decan ? T answer- 
ed that I had never been there, but that I had some little 
knowledge of the affairs of those parts , and I continued the dis- 
course in these words “Colonel Godard, wdio w^anted to carry 
“this poor man wuth him, as a friend and companion, propbsed 
*' tw'o conditions to me The lirsl, that the olTice of Monshy 
“ should be under the sole direction of this most inconsiderable 
“ of men, without whose inspection and correction no letter 
“ should be dispatched The second, that the poor man should 
“also undertake the voyage and embassy into Decan The 
“ second condition f declined, on account of old age, anjd the 
“ fear of remaining a longwhile parted from ni)' children and 
“ famil) , but especially of being deprived of the happiness of 
“ keeping prostrated at the feet of a mother, who had an 
“ affection for me In short, as my destiny had not set apart 
“ any grain or water or air for me in Decan, the \oyage did not 
“ take place As to the affair for wdiich I had come wnth 
Colonel Godard, that gentleman on setting out for camp recom- 
mended it to Mr Elliot, and this best and most obliging of men, 
obtained in fifteen days a letter from the Governor to the 
Council of^Azim-abad, which he backed by another, very strong 
of his owm, and also b) another to Mr Anderson, w'ho was 
then a Member of that Council and an intimate friend of his My 
business was in a fair way, when Mr Anderson w^as recalled to 
preside at the Board of Revenue in Calcutta, and Mr Golding 
set out for Europe So that my affair which w'as already in a 
fair way, remained spoiled, and is at a stand, until my destiny 
shall produce some favourable event But it is time for us now 
to leave my private affairs, and e\en the English army with 
wdiat adventures it shall chance to have in Decan , it being my 
attention to postpone that narrative to a view of the state of 
affairs in Calcutta and in Bengal ' 

We have sometime ago left Rabiah-begum, departing for 
the other world with all the tokens of the sincerest repentance 
Her daughter, Banni-begum, followed her a few years after, and 
departed this life in the year 1193, when Mahmed-reza-qhan 
was already out of office Her distemper was a loss of blood (73), 

(73) That loss of blood had been brought by an abortion forced some years 
before 
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for which somehoH} hanng giveo her an aslnngent remelv to 
repress the superabundance of blood it stopped likewnse all the 
custormry e^acuatlons of c\er} kind until it struck into her 
heart and brain hfahmed reia qhan ^ent her a remcd\ intend 
ed to strengthen both ft a\'affed nothing and she df’parted for 
her long pilgrimage Her wealth which was great was taken 
possession of by that Minister m appearance to guard it against 
accidents and It was reported that it had been recened by her 
heir But no one has ever been able to say that he had ^een 
that herr or heard of the divisron of that monej and of those 
jewel^ which she was known to he possessed of Doubtless that 
piece of knowledge is reserved for the Glonons One Who knows 
all things 

It was about this time likewise that Sadr el hac qhan the 
new Supreme Magistrate a man well stnken in jears, alwiys 
sickly and who most of his time was out of order departed 
toward the regions of eternity after having answered his Creators 
can wath the words / am ready O Lerd (74) * It was the 19th 
of Zilhidj of (he Tear 1194 after having lived for one) ear four 
montlis and about twenty five or twenty six dnys with the name 
of Fodjdar General ft is not improper to give some account of 
him He was bom in Godjrnt and open some emergency came 
to Shah djehao-abad with his father where the old man died and 
the son not hndlng any prospect of advaocrement in that capital 
repaired to Bengal and to Moorshood abad where he was 
introduced into Aaly verd) qhan s service This Prince gave 
him a pension and after the demise of Cax) muzaffer aa!y>qhm 


(74) ArtWe irord*, whlrb trtry nwfl « obliged toprocouDcs with * loud rok* 
ot wtUeb are proDOoRced bj blm by the by^^tuden Thb li the cam Prin c e w 
wbo frigbteoed be^ood ber iritJ by one of (he Sloterln or Jadg;e3 of the Fodjdiry 
or Crimlnet Court of thofe times wbo made her bcHere tbit fomJcatkn mi uin 
more ponbhabie by the Eoglt^b tbao by the SUhoinetani, riaJomed heneff with 
e tnm of Efty tboouad rup ee * eqaeczed from her tuidcr the urae of tbe Eag 1 l>h 
Chief, (U wu Mr Snmaei Middleton) The money wu paid down | bet two da>s 
after kcme one baring nsot ber word that ahe had belter apply to the EaglUhmao 
himiell the went to him, w pnfectlywe'l ccelreJ and obtained full redr li 
The money that h the greatest p rt of it, was recoverod oat of the haldJ of llolsn 
Honilaf by (be EngUsbrnt a Bmyan Santyram, who kept it to himself Thu 
Sentyrmm li the M-ne who road * fortone of fifty^lno lacs uoder hi* kind, but too 
eopJoe ma,tef In 1775. and 1774, *nd 1775 »*>d i 17715 laffrred him to be cimed 
to a Jill for a earn of forty thotuaod ropees 
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he appointed him Daroga, or Auditor of the Court of justice 
In the sequel, that i^, at the time of tiie Marhatta irruption, 
he nas -'cnt Emba‘isador to then ruler‘> in Decan, where he 
acquiied the e''tcein and good will of both sides., and was honour- 
ed with presents b) both Ceing now a man of some character, 
as well as of some money, he came to ha\ e a regiment of his 
own and to be 1 eputeil a man of distinction \nd this wms his 
rank under Valv -\ erd} -qhan s reign, and under that of his suc- 
cessors and relations, until iMahmed-re/a-qhan came into pow'er, 
and then he was appointed tO the Government of Baghalpoor, 
where he remained but little, being turned out of his officq On 
Governor Hushtin’s armed in Bengal, he attached himself to 
him, and remained so steadfast in his attachment, that he w'as 
rew'arde'd for it b) being appointed to the ohice of Fodjdar-Gen- 
eral, as well as by being decorated wuth a title of honour But 
he enjojed little so lucrative an office, nnd having ^ald fniewell 
to this fragile world, he took his journey low'ards the regions ol 
eternu). This dtath occasioned a change in the affairs of 
iMoorshood-ahad 

As the Governor-General disapproved of Mahmed-reza- 
qhan’s conduct, and Menny-begum was not pleased wuth that 
Minister’s disposing of the Ni/aniet, and spending the young 
Prince’s money as free!) as he pleased, and on the other hand, 
Mubarec-ed-doulah himself w'as sometimes on this* side, and some- 
times on the other , there arose differences about the appointment 
and distribution of those offices, w'hich badr-el-hac-qhan had left 
vacant The Governor, w ho is the first man in the w'orld for 
appreciating any one's merit and capacity, wanted to sound Aaly- 
hibrahim-qhan, who is really capable of putting in order affairs 
of the utmost importance, as well as of uniavelling their utmost 
intricacies and subtilities The -Governor esteemed the Qhan 
a fit man for such an high office , and with that view' he wrote to 
Mr Baber, Chief of Moorshood-abad, and an intimate friend of 
the Governor’s, including a letter to Aaly-hibrahim qhan, in which 
he requested to know whether he would accept of those offices 
The Qhan, appnsed of the dissensions then existing in the Com- 
mittee, and sensible how unlike he was in his own temper to the 
great men then in office, and how difficult it would prove to 
keep in good humour such a set of discontented masters , felt 
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likewise a certain disiocJmatioD against the oGRce of Fodjdary, as 
it stood then, and which in fact consisted of little else than a dis 
charge of a Cutval s ofBce, that is, in 6nmg and killing, and hanging 
and maiming, and in imprisoning and confining people. He con 
eluded it highly improbable tha^ such an office could be at all 
times exercised without eometimes injunng and wronging man 
kind and tnthout rendenagone s self responsible in a high degree 
both in this world and the other and he excused himself from 
accepting such a charge He was likewise seusible that it 
would be difficult m such an office -nay, out of his power intlrel) 
to keep fair and to live upon good terms with a number of 
English gentlemen who governed absolntely in esery department 
He therefore excused himself m a handsome manner that did 
not disoblige either Mr Baber or the Governor and he disen 
gaged himself from the proposal He knew that, m con 
sequence of the necessity of keeping fair with some persons 
who did not agree amongst themselves, the exercise of his office 
would have very little solidity for that id every business and 
in every transaction he most of all necessity manage so, as to 
oblige five persons that have absolute power in the Committee 
and ten or twenty more that arc attached to them and expect 
equal regard And how long would a man be able to keep fair 
with tliem all and to pay some small regard to his duty and 
character at the same time? In reality these dissensions that 
have now spread in every branch of the administration and the 
spint of party that has now taken possession of the pnnapal 
English so os to become a second nature are of such a species 
as will always afford a sensible mao many valuable reasons for 
declining any office at all under them nor can a man dependent 
on them but jealous of his onn consaence and diancter pretend 
to keep himself harmless from the consequences of that spirit 
of party and dissension which runs to high amongst his masters 
eveu waiving all regard for his honour and character such a man 
cannot aimld running a great risk What if when striving to 
oblige one of those cholenc men bis enemy at some unluck> 
day finds it in his power to make me feel his resentment and 
out of a spirit of revenge is soon up with me b} susdUng opon 
me a variety of troubles and distres^.es ? One of the main 
causes of the ruin of thlscountiy, and une of the mam hinges 
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upon which turn the distrcs‘^e>^ and miseries of its inhabitants, 
IS this very spirit of dissension, that has become customary and 
current amongst the English, who are now the masters and 
rulers of tliose kingdoms a spirit that runs away with tlieir 
faculties to tlic utter neglect of many duties There are some 
other reasons likewise, which shall be o\plaitud in a short time 
at the close of this book, when mention shall be made of the 
conduct of tliL English rulei-', and of their piincipal mem in thes(> 
regions 

Ltl us now ictiirn to the intrigues set up by Menu) -begum 
It IS \tr) probable that tins haughty Princess, who does not love 
to s( e Mahmed-re7a qhan in power, and could not bear his mecMl- 
ing with the affairs of the N!7amct, did write to the Governor to 
insinuate, that if he intended to keep that department in his owm 
pow'er, he must prevail on Aaly-hibrahim-qhan to accept the 
above office, as the only method for keeping it under Ins owm 
controul The Governor, for these reasons, engaged both Menny- 
begum and Mubarcc-ed-dowdah to renew' their solicitations to 
tliat nobleman, and to say to him “ If you be apt to mistrust our 
“sincerity, we shall give you an obligatory paper under oui 
“ hands, by w'hich w'c shall bind ourselves to do nothing without 
“ your consent and permission , nay, that U'c shall not meddle 
“ W'lth anything at all, if you W'lll have it so Oi, if you feel any 
“inquietude about the expenditure of tin monev wdiith may 
“come to take place upon some particular emeigencies, for 
"which Mahmed-reza-qlian, in consequence of the pow'er w'hich 
“ he enjoys, might bring you into trouble , and you should find 
“yourself at a Iqss how either to account for it or to refund the 
“same , then we take that case upon ourselves, and will give 
“ you a writing under our hands, by which we shall acknowdedge, 
“that whenever such a case shall happen, we shall account for 
“ it ourselves, and shall bear you harmless ” But all these soli- 
citations availed nothing, nor w’ould the Qhan lend an ear to 
them 

These divisions in the Council, which had deterred Aly- 
hibrahim-qhan, had not produced less considerable effects else- 
where, and especially at Lucknow Two or three years after 
Shudjah-ed-dowdah’s demise, that is, in the heighth of General 
Clavering’s influence, Mr Djan Brishtoo, a very sensible young 
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man, bad been appointed to the residency at Lucknow a modest 
word which implies no less than the absolute disposal of every 
thing In the provinces of Aood and liah abad That >oung man 
availed himself so nell of his own talents, as uell of Assuf ed 
John Briftow dOwlah s ignorance, and of Moqhtar-ed dflwlah his Ministers 
supinenrss, that be transferred to the immediate dominion of 


B^&^tothe the Company the country of Benares nhich was part of the 
lease of the son of Radja Balvent sing's But the Gene/al being 


nou dead this service of his availed but little and he was turned 
out of his office Bnshtoo who had made money and Jikomse 
done very well the Company s business, set out for his country 
with intention to come hack after having established his interest 
in England But as long before his departure the General and 
the others had wrote home to recommend him os n man of merit 
that had rendered emment services, there came after his depar 
tore, an order from Europe to continue him in his office with 
many commendatiODS and encomiums upon his couduct Whilst 
that order was coming Bnsbtoo himself arrived InEngland and 
be availed himself so well of the services be had rendered and 
of the General s recommendation as well as of the joint efforts 
of thnt officers fneuds that he obtained a new order for himself 
and another for reinstating Mshmed reta-qhan in the Fodjdary 
which two orders he brought himself to Calcutta. It was at a 
lime when some appearance of a reconcIlMlmn was taking place 
betwixt the two parties Fhe defeat of two Engltsh armies in 
Deran had induced Mr DoocreeJ (Mr Docareil^ heretofore 
Governor of Pooraniah and who now was at the head of the 
Qhalissa or Finance office to become mediator between the 
Governor and Mr PniDcis to whom he was a common friend 
He made them understand tliat this was not n lime for them to 
dispute and to wrangle between theiiisrlves and lliat tlie) had 
better postpone their differeats for urh times as would follow 
afterwards on a cessation of trouble And as on the other iiand 
Mr Barwcll who had lililicrto had but one heart and one mind 
with the Governor tu whom he Imd shewed a constant attach 
ment was now resolved cither out of somo dibcontent against 
him, or for some purpose* of his own, to repair to England of 
cour e some union and friendship between the Governor and 
Mr Fmoci* had become the more necessary and it took place 
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accordingly , after bonic btipulatiuns in favour of the latter, amongst 
whieli, the appointing of Mahmed-re/a-qhan to the Fodjdary 
was a pniKipal one The Go\ernor, \\ho wished to oblige him, 
agreed to it, and on the twentieth of S('fer, of the year 1194, 
that Minister retook possession of that ofhtc , so that the water 
that liad quitted Ins shore, commenced flowing again They 
report on tliat occasion a very strange anecdote A man well- 
acquainted witli Seyd-mahmed-qhan himself (who is the same 
person to whom (h<* Minister is so much attached, as to admit 
him to everyone of his secrets, and to undertaki' nothing without 
his advice and approbation) averred, as holding it from his oi\n 
mouth, that Mahmed-reza-qhan had vowed and promised to the 
Divine Author of all gifts, and had WTitten w'lth his owm hand upon 
a Coran of one of his friend's, " That if he ever recovered his 
" offices and dignities, he w'ould, as an offering to God, distribute 
“twelve thousand rupees to the poor" What is strange, is that 
to this day, which is the end of the year 1 195, and a full twelve 
month after the completion of his wush, tlie promise has not been 
fulfilled yet Seyd-mahmed-qhan likew’ise had a positive order 
to execute, as delivered in these words '* And if you observe 
“any tergiversation or neglect in me, after I shall have obtained 
“ the full of my washes, then be sure to seize me by the throat, 
“ and to hold it fast squeezed, until I have paid down the money 
“ which you may then distribute yourself “ Accordingly at the 
appointed time, the Qhan made serious instances, but to no pur- 
pose The Minister brought forth a variety of apologies, such 
as “ that Mubarec-ed-dowdah had already distributed so much 
“ money in alms, in his intention , the necessity of putting in 
“repair his palaces of Now-Saht and Nyshat-baqh , the urgency 
“ of some expenditures, and such other matters, all w'hich he 
“ thought sufficient excuses “ What looks singular is, that in 
order to tranquillise the Qhan's conscience, he added “ That he 
“ (Seyd-mahmed-qhan) had got out of his promise, but that him- 
“self was «till entangled in it, and that he hoped to see the day 
“ when the Divine Providence would put it in his power to dis- 
“ burse and distribute that money" Wonderful God! may I 
admire that variety of traces, everywhere discernible, of your 
Divine dispensations, by which you have spread amongst a single 
species of your creatures so much difference of tempers, and 
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such a diversit)’ of dispositions that one individual shall spend 
so much of bis tonscqaence and time m covetous]} Jiuot 
mg after a dlgnitj nhich another mdividuaJ a thousand limes 
inferior to him in wealth shall have spumed at and rejected 
although offered to him with solicitations and intreaties b\ the 
reigning powers and by the Lords of the land ' Aaly hibnhitti 
qhan struck the feet of contentment and rcbignation into the 
head and breast of that office(75) and remained unmoved b} all 
its temptations and all ihcir prayers Bnt }Ou are so O worthy 
man by a particolar gift of the Author of all love 1 

About forty two dajs before this event Malinied ired 
qhan wm to Acbar cooly qhan and father in lav\ to Scradj-cd 
dflwlah and illustrious nobleman of whom we have spoke in the 
history of Aaly verdy qhan departed towards the regions of 
Divine mercy ft was the ninth of Muhairem about the begin 
ning of th^year ninety fonrth of the Hedjra and the fourteentli 
of second Rebv of the same year Abtiram ed dSwUh mir>caiem 
qhan brother to Mir djaffer-qban and uncle to Mobarec'cd 
dGwlah set out likewise for tlie maosioDs of the Divine Forgiver 
He fell bick at Radj oiahal where be lived and HndJng himself 
il( he was repainng to Moorshood abad to get himself treated 
but the ^ngel of death Intercepted him on his Wd} and con 
ducted him towards the road that leads to eternity He was 
entombed In the monument of his family with lus father and 
brothers He bore the character of a good natured man but 
not without a mixture of lodolence and supineness in his com 
position as if to venfy that sentence of the Coran, Thai most of 
the inhabitants tho Paradise are simple of heart Ma} Gods 
forgiveness and mercy rest upon him for ever I flie changes 
Imppened at Moorshood-abad and Lucknow were followed b} 
some further ilteratious at Atim abad 

About the middle of the } ear ninct) third of tlie Hedjra 
Mr A}oon law Chief at that aty was for some particular reasons 
dismissed from his dignltv and office and ho thought proper to 
repair to Mendndj from whence he went to England He was 
succeeded bv Mr Macsool (Maxwell), second to him in rank, 
who m conjunction with the other councillors conducted the 
business of that Province Mr Neec one of them was a man 


(75) A IRenl 
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of a violent pasbionate temper, although full of bense , as well as 
vigorous and stilT in his attachments But his Divan, Ram- 
lochun, a Bengaly of a strange savageness of temper, was 
narrow-minded, and of a very uncommon cast of mind , yet 
such as he was, he had gained a thorough ascendant over his 
master’s mind This gentleman was much displeased with 
Radja Hyaliram and some others, who being supported by, 
and connected with, Mt Law, thought propel to keep at some 
distance from Mr Neec, and his sa\age of a Divan But as on 
the other hand, the latter drew a mighty credit and much 
countenance from his connections with Mr Barwell, a leading 
Member of the Committee, to whom the Governor paid great 
deference, he had on those two accounts risen to so much power 
and influence in the Council of Azim-abad, that he did as he 
pleased Radja Hyaliram, after Mr. Law'’s departure, found it 
necessary to join Mr Neec, and under a promise of presenting 
him with a large sum of money, should he obtain the lease of 
some of the public revenues, he made his peace \vith him, and 
became the disposer of all matters and transactions in the 
districts of Chayn-poor, Sarseram, and .Seress-cotumbah, to 
which places ho repaired to hasten the collection w'lth all his 
might But as the money did not come in as fast as promised, 
Mr Neec came forward, and let loose his Divan Ram-lochun, a 
man who bearing already a cordial hatred to Hyaliram, plunged 
him into so much chicanery and trouble, that the Radja fearful 
for his honour as \vell as for his life, resolved to repair to Galcutta, 
and to refer everything to the Governor But the difficulty 
was how to get out of Azim abad, and how to elude Ram-Iochun^s 
clutches and w’atchfulness He therefore applied b)^ several 
petitions to the Governor, and represented, that should he 
(Hyaliram) be sent for to the presence, and rescued from the 
* danger that hung over his head, he would demonstrate his own 
zeal and gratitude, by making many important discoveries 
Maha-radja Calyan-sing, son to the late Shitabri^, was so slothful 
and so supine a nobleman, as to have lost all power and in- 
fluence at the Council Board of Azim-abad, wffiere he was looked 
upon as a cipher But as he was much discontented with all the 
Members, he came to Hyahram’s assistance, and wrote respect- 
ful letters to the Governor, setting forth the other's good conduct. 
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and his punttuality in business The Governor who at once 
comprehended that administration might drau some benefit 
from these disputes commanded Radja Hyaliram’s attendance 
and the latter thinking It a piece of good fortune to escape from 
the paws of Ram lochuo repaired to Calcutta, where he soon 
found admittance For although he is not always well intentioued 
yet being as he Is full of sense and wit and the times ad 
mitting and even requinng men of such active characters he 
was handsomely received by the Governor to whom he gave an 
account of the real causes of the endless failares and outstanding 
balamxs m the collections of the province of Azim abad He 
informed him of the numberless Infidelities of Ram lochun s 
aniTof the endless oppressions and exactions, which he had been 
gndty of on the inhabitants of that unhappy country and which 
he was still committing by himself and his dependants as well 
as by the ofBcers of the Fodjdary-office at the head of which ho 
was in hli master’s nghU The Governor on hearing such a 
dismal acconnt of that country could not be brought to believe 
that men of tus oadon could be guilty of sulIi excesses nor wonid 
he on Hyahram s suggestions dismiss the whole Coundl of Axim 
abad a necessary measure, however and in consequence of which 
the people of God might have been rescued from the misenes of 
ycilding obedience to such a set of rulers and the necessity of 
dependmg on their nod and pleasure Nevertheless impressed 
by Hyaliram s sense and wit, and by the Bowing easiness of his 
delivery the Governor granted him most of I115 demands and 
left the disposal of the collections of those parts fo his dis- 
cretion and knowledge although Hyallnm had no money of 
his own and he was supported by no one protector Thus in 
consequence of his representations and good management, all 
the former collectors of revenue were dismissed and himself 
was invested with fall powers and a decisive autbonty over the 
affair* of that resort Hyaliram oat of attachment and gratitude 
for former benefits received from Calyan sing set apart for his 
account some dlstncts of that province and kept onl) some 
others for himself , and thus after having performed a voyage 
that did him a deal of honour and credit he returned to Axlm 
abad, about the beginning of the year 95 of the Hedjra- A 
little after all the Members of the Council xvrre dismissed from 
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their share^iin the Revenue-office , and the two Radjahs addicted 
themselves jointly to the care of putting the finances in order. 
On the other hand, the people of the province, glad to return 
to the sway of their own countrymen, trusted to the appearance 
of unanimity and unity of command, whicli seemed to reign 
between them , and they imagined tiiat the oppressed pubic 
would soon be released from the miseries of its former situation. 
But such are the revolutions of heavenly bodies, and such the 
instability which they impress on human affairs and dispositions, 
that hardly was Hyaliram armed from Calcutta, hardly was he 
recovered from the bodily labour he had undertaken, partly on 
Radja Calyan-sing’s account, than the latter, notwithstanding 
all the obligations he owed to his colleague, became altered at 
once At the instigation of some foolish proud young men, he 
had the impudence to write complaints against him to the 
Governor, and to accuse him openly in Mr. Macsool’s presence, 
w'ho w’as Chief of Azim-abad But the Governor, who is the first 
man of his age for knowledge of the world, and w'ho to form an 
estimate of a man’s character and abilities, needs only to see 
and to hear him once, the Governor, I say, who in a few con- 
ferences with Hyaliram had already wuth his eagle-like keen- 
ness of sight, made himself master of the degree of that man’s 
abilities and genius, and was likewise thoroughly apprised of 
tlic soft and ductile character of Calyan-sing's, paid no attention 
to the latter’s imputations , but sent to the other, the investiture 
and honorary dress of Deputy to Calyan-^ing, making him the 
sole disposer of all revenue matters My Go 1 Almighty turn 
tlic dl^senslOlls and jealousies of the people of this country into 
union and love, so that all its inhabitants may enjoy lesi and 
comfort, and may they exchange evil for good ' 

It is not improper to observe on Hyahram’s subject, that 
although he is so determined a liar, tliat there is no trusting to 
his woril, yet such as he is, he must be endowed, and he is really 
endowed with so many laudable qualifications, that it would be 
difficult to find his equal in thjs present time, as characteis go now , 
nor would 1 be surprised at all to see him turn better than lie is, 
and improve his character essentially, on being favoured with an 
accession of power, and more extensive office , nor would it 
De at all improbable, but that in such a case, the people of this 
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province should come to better their unhapp) condition and to 
enjoy a release from tiie pains and miseries they endure, for 
there are some particnlara in that man's odd character that do 
him an infinite deal of honour 

A feu days before our uTiting these lines there came from 
Bengal to Azim abad a venerable gentleman with a flowing 
uhift beard He n as a Persian bom and a stranger TTie da) 
of his nrrival after having fatigued hlmtelf m setting his little 
things in hia new lodgings hu was suddenly taken III and died 
about midnight At da) 4 )reak the officers of the Fodjdary 
office jushed headlong into his lodgings with an intention to 
take possession of his effects He had four small chfldren all 
motherless Tlie poor fellows waking suddenly at the noise 
and aeeiag their father motaonless and so many strange faces 
in the house, took fnght and clinging as close as they could to 
the dead body as if for protection they fell a weeping and a 
trembing The man s servant waking at last, and being at 
once overwhelmed by a number of questions and by the threats 
of those oppressors wanted to part the children from the 
corpse and these aogaring nothing but ill from that violence 
fell a screaming nil together with all their might, so as to fill 
the whole quarter with an uproar which people compared to 
that of the Day of Judgment Radja Hyahram came to lirir 
of this matter but his chairmen not being at hand he ran on 
foot out of hb house and going into the lodging in qnestlon 
he exerted himself m soothing and pacffyfng the affrighted 
children Sending at the same Ome for a MmUter of the 
Mussulman lellgion and for a winding sheet uith some other 
necessaries he ordered the prayers directed bv law to be pro- 
nounced over the deceased his body to be w’aslied according to 
those nles and then to be burled in a particular spot which 
he had bought a few days before for his own bunal, and which 
he from that moment bequeathed as a bur) Ing ground for poor 
faithful lravellers(76) Thu done, he took by the hand those 
children who were now orphans indeed, and carried them to 
his house where he desired hu consort to bring them up as h1-« 

(76) By fiHhfal, the author ouderttuidi do other* than tho»e of hh owa wt 
that Kthe bhyah »oct to which Hyalham •« wdl a* his roM^n hhyub-riy 
were *0 itrongly Hawed, 
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own^ with no difference at all in the treatment , and that very 
day, he settled a pension upon them, appointed a servant to 
their service, and found out a tutor to leach them their letters, and 
to bring them up in their father’s religion Lastly, he appointed 
a retired part of his lodgings for their habitation , and now they 
are carefully educated, until some relation or other, conies over 
to claim them , otherwise, he intends to adopt them himself, 
and to marr) them amongst the Mussulmen May the Most High 
God, by His favour and grace, augment that man’s inclination to 
perform such meritorious actions, and may He turn other people's 
hearts toivards practices of benevolence and charity * Amen 

It IS to be wished we could speak with as much fulness’of 
the affairs and campaigns in Decan , but the detail of the 
battles and transactions in that countr}' cannot be well knowm 
to any, but to those Commanders, who having been in battle 
against one another, have made trials of each other’s valour and 
strength As for me, I know only as much of them as has been 
published by common report, or has been written by Indians 
constituted in powder and dignity , and it is these reports and 
relations which I am putting in order throughout these sheet*; 

I w'as at Azim-abad, when I heard of the expedition and 
achievements of Colonel Godard’s That Commander being 
arrived at Ilah-abad, heard that the army in w'hich he had been ap- 
pointed to serve, w'as gone to Calpy , on which he made haste, and 
soon joined it at that spot, where he found that the English Com- 
mander had opened a correspondence, and a commerce of friend 
ship w'lth some Zemindars of those parts, and wnth some of the 
enemies of the Princes and Radjahs of the Bundul-cund, with 
whom he had concluded treaties, wnth a view to open a passage 
through their countries, and to conciliate their good will to the 
expedition But on advancing a little beyond Calpy, Lesley 
who commanded in chief, and to whom Godard obeyed against 
his inclination, had the imprudence and thoughtlessness to 
engage himself in a parched country, where for some leagues 
together In eveiy direction, no w’^atei at all w^as to be found, 
and no habitation to be seen , and this too at a season of the 
year, when the heats are intolerable,tas it is ahvays the case in 
India, just before the setting in of the rams , so that this 
imprudence cost him in that single day, three or four English 
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officers, ten or twelve or even more English soldiers and above 
a hundred of those native soldiers that go b} tlie name of 
Tahngas all \\hich dropped dead for want of water to quench 
their thirst The remaining officers shocked at this enormou«i 
thoughtlessness of Colonel Lesley^s as well as it the co\ptoiis 
ness of his temper and the supineness of his conduct hecime 
discontented against him and wrote an infinity of complaints to 
the Committee of Calcutta Colonel Godard himself wrote m 
the same style He exposed his reasons of discontent , and 
observed that as no anion and concerj could take place between 
Leslc) and him he requested either to be excused from so 
disa'^eeable a service or that some other officer should be 
appointed to the supreme command The other officers did not 
fall short of such a style in their letters and even some of them 
wrote in common ' That if the Committee intended the safety 
' of this army and to see it victorious the} must appoint 
Colonel Godard to the command of it The Governor and 
Council on these universal complaints thought proper to repn 
mood Lesley and then to recall him from the arm) and liaving 
raised Colonel Godards station and rank the) appolnteil him 
to the sole command of that arm) A brevet drawn up in \eri 
honorable terms was sent him at the same lime Dut b) \ 
singular good luck it happened that before the order could come 
up the nilnL^ters of destin) and fate Imd dismissed Lesle) s spirit 
from the command and government of Ins bod) and had forbidden 
iltc latter to obe) an) more the directions of the other so 
that Godird was alrcad) in the full command of the arm) 
when the order arrived fins officer who in good manners 
and in the art of commonding has not lus equal in the world 
g-iined so much upon the hi arts of Ins soldiers nndevehof 
those of the Zcniladam on his passage and he kept <0 strict 1 
discipline over hLs people ihathe nu I great progret,se5 in In 
joumc) Having given two shameful lefeat to the troops of 
Bundul cund which at two illfferent times attempted to oppose 
his passage he ra irche I on b vldly through an enem\ s eounlr) 
and over an unknown tract of Ian I and with no more lliati 
five or six thoosan 1 men ^nd ten or eleven piccen of cannon 
and mortars he cut his vvi) with great vigour and conduct for 
three months together until he arrived veiy near to the spot 
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(leblincd foi the jmiclioii ol hib Lroopb with the other English 
anil) tliat liacl set out from Bombay , but iieic he found matters 
\cry much altered General Carn.ic, Commander of the army 
from Bombay, proud of his command, and anxious to acquire a 
great name before Godaid's arrival, liad hastened forward, and 
iMth an arni) under his eommand, uhich both in numbers and 
in artillcr), was superior to Colonel Godard’s (77), lie attacked 
the MarhattaSj and was completel) vanquished He w'as even 
besieged and enclosed in such a mannoi, as to suffer a total 
defeat, and to bring a eomplete* disgiare upon the English arms 
Those llial survned that defeat, joined General Carnac, and we’re 
obliged to enter into some shameful articles with the victorious , 
and after Iiaving exchanged sonic^ stipulations, they returned to 
their fortress and homes at Bomba) Colonel Godard being 
apprised of that event, concluded that as his arm) hail greatly 
suffered from the length of his march and from the very nuim roiis 
engagements in which he laid been victorious, Ins troops to all 
appearance would prove unequal to the task of facing an enemy 
flushed w'lth victory He thcieforc thought it expedient to strike 
to the right, and to march on to Surat, which was a city and 
port in the pow'cr of the English As soon as he arrived, and he 
had put his troops into quarters of refreshment, he wrote to the 
Council of Calcutta, wdiich of late had been invested wnth a Dicta- 
torial power over all the English factones on the Indian coast, and 
w'lth the absolute direction of all the English armies and officers 
in India The Governor and Council, together with the Council 
of Bombay, refused to ratify the treaty made by General Carnac, 
and they commanded General Godard to fight the Marhattas 

Whilst that Commander was in cantonments, Umed-el-mulk 
alias Mir-sheab-eddin, the same who had sown so many troubles 
m Hindostan by his endless infidelities, and eternal intrigues , 
and had brought on the ruin of the Empire and even of these 
very kingdoms, by the revoluiions he had caused , at once made 
his appearance in that city That wretched, who had projected 
to ruin the sons of his owm uncle, that is, the posterity of Nizam- 
el-mulk (78), and to complete the d ownfall of the remainder o f 

(77) This IS a mistake of our author's Carnac's army did not amount to more 
than four thousand men Godard’s troops exceeded six thousand 

(78) He was son to Ghazi»eddin qhan, elder brother to Selabet-djung', to 
Nizam^aaly, to Bessalet-djung, and to Mir«musberff, all sons to Nizam»«I»mulk 
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that family (nbid) to this day enjoys great pouer and great 
dominions in Decan), was gone Into those sonthern parts with 
binifiter intentions But the Grandees and Commanders of 
those countries, who luckily had still in their hearts some respect 
for their masters welfare as subjects and some regard for 
tbeir own reputation ind characters as soldiers refused to pay 
any attention to his intrigues and suggestions and the mao 
now reduced to straits as well as unable to find throughout all 
the cities of Hindostan or even in all those of Decan a single 
spot whereon be might tread in safety repaired to Surat, under 
pietence of a pdgnmage to the glorious Mecca and he kept 
himself concealed for a length of time, nor iras he discovered 
but by some jewels of value whiuh he got out for sale Colonel 
Godard was obliged to wnte to the Governor and Council to 
know iheir pleasure with respect to this man and he was at 
hrst forbidden to have any connections witJi him but in tbe 
sequel they concluded that an intriguing mao is always a shrewd 
mao and that being acquainted with all tbe chi^f men of Decan 
as well as allied to the family of NuaiD«eI mulk he might be of 
great use Accordingly they ordered the Colonel to have con 
nectioDs with him in hopes that at some future emergencies 
his abilities and knowledge might answer some purpose in their 
cause The General upon this letter admitted him to bis 
friendship and gave blm a pension for his sabslstence 

^Vhllst the Bengal army wasyct in Surat the English interest 
had been recmited by a new all} This was Rio Fateh sing 
ciicvar one of the principal feudatories of the Marhatia Empire 
He had been invited over by Ragonat rio who bad engaged him 
to conclude a wnlteo engagement with tliat nation in which Ijt, 
was promised to have the whole Gndjrat (79) for himself under 


(79) Th« KUrhslti Emplw coasUti oF fereral fcadaioHe*, tb« prindpsJ oF 
whkh an the BhowUbi^ who po»m* » conotry almort ai crtenalTe a» Boacal, 10 
the aoatb-w«t ol It, bnl more wirilke the Slajhiti, who pwe« the Main ; the 
CUevars who poaten abovt fifty laca oF rcreaoe In GSdjrat and tht Ilolcan, who 
are maslttv of tbe country round UfrfcanpSr They are obfljed to appear fn the 
Sold, wb eac TCT called apo and thafrquota Is From twenty to Ihlrtj thcrasaisd hcr>c, 
all paid and madntafoed by them. Oat whoeror ibould Imatina that this Vassalaje 
aoioonta to little ineve than that oF tbe Prlocm oF Germany to the Empercr, wcptild 
be much mbtnl n and here la a prooF of ft So locj as tbe MirhalU arm wttc 
kept at bay by the soccets of the Bnflnh In Decan the Cotirt oF Pooiuh ptrt up 
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condition of his joining the troops to his English, and of his being 
assisting in their expedition The Colonel, after that junction, 
conceived the scheme of taking the city of Azim-abad-Gudjrat , 
and about the end of the year iigo of the Hedjra, he marched 
out of Surat, and presenting himself before that city, he at first 
offered the Marhatta Commanders terms of capitulation for sur- 
rendering the place , but this being rejected, he in a little time 
ruined the walls, and took the place by mere force and by assault , 
and although it is not customary with the English troops to 
plunder or to kill after a victor}', nevertheless at the capture of 
this place, there was some plunder made, and some bloodshed, 
whether because the CAic\ar, with his Marhattas, was in their 
company, or for some other reason that has not transpired This 
much IS certain that some plunder was committed, and possibly 
some blood was shed The Colonel having delivered the city 
and fortress to Fateh-sing-ckicvar, and established that Prince’s 
government over it, came out and marched forward, resolved to 
fight another Marhatta army that had come to the assistance of the 
garrison But such brilliant successes having spread the renown 
of the English far and near, did not fail to suscite in their favour 
a new ally , and this nas a Prince called the Rana of Gohud In 
a few da}s his agents arrived at Calcutta, and offered to join the 
English, but requested at present a small number of troops The 
reason of this, negotiation was, that the Rana of Gohud, who had 
this longwhile disputes with the Marhattas, and was always at 
variance with them, hoped that as the English were now waging 
uar againt that nation, he might avail himself of that new power 
to snatch from his enemies some distncts and fortresses of his 
which they detained this longwhile , after which, he would be 
ready to shew his gratitude to his new allies, by proving his 
zeal for their cause The Governor had too much wisdom and 
knowledge, not to perceive the utility of an alliance with a great 
Prince who had money, troops, and dominions , who could afford 
so much local knowdedge of the countries and affairs of the 
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with Modadji-bhosselah’s tergiversing conduct, and with his ambiguous connection 
with that nation , but as soon as peace had taken place, he was sent for at Poonah, 
threatened with a resumption, and obliged to redeem himself of the corors by which 
his dominions were in arrears.to the treasury, by making concessions, and paying 
down one coror of rupees, or a million and-a-quarter sterling 
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Marbattas upon whom his dommionii bordered , and who offered 
hinisdf to the Fnglisb as a guide for )ii3 country became of 
course a new conquest that cost him nothing So that the 
Governor looking upon such an event as a favour from above 
sent to hib assistance Captain Palmer, with three regiments of 
Talmgas This officer was accompanied by Tefei lul hosscin 
qhan who hid once been tutor to Mina saadet aaly second son 
to Shudjah-ed dfiwiah (80) and was now sent m quality of an 
agent from the Governor to gam the Rana s heart The two 
envoys being arrived at Gohud look possession of the castle 
under pretence of lodging themselves aud under the mask of 
friendship and a visit they kept him pnsoner and surrounded 
by their forces 

But before we continue the history of that expedition ue 
must take a view of some other parts of Decan In conse 
qucnce of the necessity of some affairs of my own and of the 
tyranny exercised by destiny I wsa obliged to make an apph 
cation to Calcutta and of course to take a journey to Bengal 
and It was in the year 1 194 On my arrival at Moorsbood abad 
and at Calcutta, I learned mth a htUe more detail what concerned 
the Decan from the pnncipal men of those alias and as I was 
actually writing the rough draft of this book In that journey 
I used to insert occasionally in it whatever I heard wortJi notice 
and credit It amounts to this TTiat the Grandees of the Court 
of Poona and Satara, who now govern the dominions of the 
Sahu Radja and of Ram Rajali (61) finding the English bent 
on the destruction of their Empire had united together and had 
invited over ou one hand Fateh sing cdicvar, who had already 
joined the English and on the other the sons of Rago bhosselah 
who from Aaly verdy qhan's time had ever been at peace with 
the rulers of Bengal and had now by the means of Mr Elliots 
and Mr Anderson s embassy and negotiation renewed that 
peace and entered into a new treaty of friendship and amity 
with Governor Husbttn These were now called upon by 


(80) TbU Sudet-^ilj Ilres now at Buim, (b« Eoplub, after having 
rrcomratrided him to a peatloa erf four Uc a jear from A«a«f-«<]-dftwlah. Navrab 
or Klnt orf A8d keep him then u * Bu^earto Mghtra occ2jioo2}lf hh eider 
hrethcr iotopood maoBm, 

(81) Tboe ere t«o of ibe firat Emparors of the AiirbitU EmpUr. 
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(lint of tbrcati- to unite with the othcrc , and tlic} agieed to an 
union of conceriKs at last, ft was about the middle of the year 
if94> \\lurli time Colonel Godard had alread} discovered 
Fat<'h-sing-c.iirv.ii 's dt fection , and as he found, on the other 
hand, th u the rain\ season uas roming, he bccniiK lir<d of a 
Kind of warfare tint liad no en»l, and served onh to render tlu 
diflii ulties and nev''essilies of his armj greater and greater 
With this ucw lit' returned to Sural That cit^ was onl\ a feu 
da)i>journe} But the enonn eternally hanging on his rear, it 
cost him full fort\ or lift} days lighting, to cut his way through 
,m hostile country , and this he did wiili a dt al of steadiness 
and activity \t last he arm < d m that city, u here he p'ut his 
troops into quarters of ndreshment But whilst he was pre- 
jiaring all the necessaries for commencing early anothi'r cam- 
paign, Fateh-sing-caicvar, who had got so easily and so cheaply 
possussion of the (i.Sdjr.it, but iiad now become envious of 
Colonel Godard’s prosperity, put himself at the head of his 
own forces, and took his station in the districts which originally 
had been in his posst ssion Whilst such a change was taking 
j)lace in GSdjrat, Chimnadji, anothei Marhalta General, w-ho 
was nr phew to Rago-dji-bhosselah, having listened to the instiga- 
tions and menaces of the Ministers of Poona ( 82 ), set out with a 
good ,irmv from tlie Grcal-\.figpoor, his capital, and marched 

(82) To sonu idci of those Vlinisters, uhich rmn} might be npt to cill 

bnrbnrnns, it mu-.t be reintmbfred th.it they consented to le' go trom Varg.im nn 
arms of Englisli, uliich thev had beaten and defeated, and whirl) they might ln\e 
kept besieged until it should have perished to the hsl min Insteid of th.it, the} 
give It a pass, and in cStortc \\V must lii ewise read some of those letters written 
h} people whirl) ire called Idolators 1 n Europe Here is the beginning of a long 
onr written to Governor Hastings, the first April, 177C, by Sircarim baboo, Prime 
Minister of the Court of Poona has a Barahmati tbit spe.iks 

“ The all-wise Creator ind Protector of the Universe, formed min superior to 
“ all other of his creatures, and endowing him with reason, made him lord over all , 
“and by the gift of speech, idorned b} the gom of veracity, put into liis hands the 
“authority overall the terrestrial world It is consequently the duty of ill Magistrates, 
“and all those invested with autlionty, to provide for and protect the people of God 
“ entrusted to their care As this is not to be affected without apparent means, 
“ wise men have established the mode of corresponding with each other by letters 
“ and messengers It was therefore my earnest desire to establish 'such a corres 
“ pondence with you, and although certain weak and little minds considered this 
“design as the effect of timorousness, jet in the sight of wisdom it will he regarded 
“ as a proof of a great soul ” 
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towards Djagennat and Cateck There he took up his winter 
quarters, whilst his agents were now repairing to Calcutta, and 
professing amity and friendship to the English cause The 
Governor who di(J not trust altogether to their professions 
opposed an army of English to the Marhatta army in Cateck 
and stationed troops besides at alt the passes in the mountains 
where those enemies liad used to pour into the provinces of 
Bengal and Bahar Tliese troops had orders to oppose force b) 
force should they make any mobon that way (83) 

But as H4]der ndic is now going to cut so great a figure in 
our history It is proper to part with our subject for a while in 
order to give some account of that extraordinary man Hdidet 
nfiic originally was a Commander in the service of the French 
m Decan in which he commenced by serving as a Nile which 
signifies a Commander of ten or fifteen men By degrees he rose 
to the offices of Djemaat dar Soobadar Comidan (Commandant) 
which last IS the highest title of command to which one can 
attain amongst the nations of hat wearers. What appears very 
singular is that notwithstanding that superior stabon, the 
surname of N^ic stuck to him ever after In the sequel he served 
the Radjahs of Oecan made himaelf a character aod acquired 
much power and becoming famous little by little he was taken 
into the service of the Radja of Malavar (84'' where In a little time 


(Sj) UcxUJl-bhondab, wbo would oot (sU oat vltii U>e Coart of Poona, who« 
feirdatory be was tent aa armj of tw«atr>STe tbaojand faooe apoa the {maderj of 
Beopil And ai be woakl not fall Oal wbh the Hnfibb neither from whom be 
recelTed a psniloo be tent that armjr bj »o arcuitom a road that imtead of two 
months aod-a half ft did oot arttre opoa the frOBtlen of BenjfaJ bat after a aereo 
moatfaa jocmej that La, just at the rory bexLnnJrif^ of the ralni, wUcb alwajr^ liat 
with vkilenco for alx full reoetha. Oo the other haod. aa he had a mach i^ter 
lUclne to Eofllib rapeea than to EngUdi Canoon>balb be aralkdjilmaalf of their 
lean and aoxletie^ to aqaeert from them under two or three ptaoalble pretencee a 
coDtrlbotloo of about two^od-tblrty laa 1 a anm whkh the EoxQah had the wHdom 
to think rery Infenor to two or three hondred bca of damaft, which those merdlera 
freeboot er ! might hara eaally dooe 

(64) The acthor who hid CK) better memolrt upon the aifaln of Decaa than 
hearuya, haa miatahen the ctae Hilder nilc did not take aerrice with the Radja 
of Milavmr bat with the Radja or King of Ma/i»r whoac little coaatry exceed 
leglj veil peopled and cultlrated^ sa are all Hindoo coentrlea, jleids no let^ than a 
Coror of rupee! a year or a mnSloa ajKi.><qaart sterUeg The tnlh la that all 
Ulndostanlea hare bat conftiwd cKttlons of any diffw-ence betwlit the ^laUrar aad 
th hUysoor 
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lie fell out with that Prince’s Divan, who according to the custom 
of that country, disposed of the revenues and expenditures of 
that Prince, and directed all his Councils absolutely Hdider- 
naic, who despised that Minister’s pusillanimity, as much as he 
confided on his owm valour and talents, had the boldness to fall 
upon him in broad day-light, and to kill his rival , after which 
he took possession of his office. From that day he acted wuth 
an absolute sway in everything, but still w ith the policy of 
leaving the Radja alive, and in his usual employment That 
Prince is still alive and whenever his keeper thinks it proper, 
he IS produced in public as an ancient relic , at which time 
he ne\er fails to pay him every mark of respect and veneration 
After his establishing in this manner his authority over the 
Malavar, he thought proper to march to the assistance of Nizam- 
aaly-qhan, son to Nizam-el-mulk, Sovereign of the Decan, who 
having fallen out with the English, and with Mahmed-aaly-qhan, 
Viceroy of Arcat, had marched at the head of an army, and given 
them a great battle, in which he was assisted by H^ider-n^ic, 
with his person and a body of troops But the English having 
obtained the victory, Nizam-aaly-qhan in despair of his defeat, 
obstinately remained on the field of battle, resolved rather to 
perish in the field than to survive his defeat It was at this 
moment he was descried by Hdider-ndic from afar, w’ho being 
informed of his despair and resolution, galloped up to him, and 
made use of force and violence to turn his elephant about, and 
to make him quit the field of battle Nizam-aaly-qhan consented 
at last, but told him that it was under condition that he (H^ider- 
ndic) would provide for his obtaining his revenge of that defeat 
The other promised it ; and really after having spent some time in 
making his preparatives, he turned about, and fell on the English , 
or else, he let Nizam-aaly-qhan depart, and then in a few days 
he turned about, faced the English again , but was defeated and 
obliged to fly for life Either from some particular emergency, or 
from the concourse of destiny, he w'as obliged to turn his back, and 
to return to his own country But the English, bent on his pursuit, 
arrived in his dominions, where they took, one after another, 
whatever fortress opposed their passage , and after having 
established contributions in the country, they used to proceed 
forward These many sieges having given him time to collect his 
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resources, he quickly repaired to a strong fortress of his, dopos 
ed there roost of his baggage, and having taken out of It as roach 
provisions and aromonition as would serve for some days all his 
troops, he turned about, and by rapid marches, he fell suddenlj 
upon the English, and gave them a great defeat But as the van 
quished army continued in a body and after having been drawn 
up m battle array wanted to renew the combat, he at once dis 
appeared from before them without their being able to knou any 
thing of his motions and having marched by roads which nobod} 
suspected he sudden!} made his appearanie before Mendradj 
(Madras) which was empty of troops and where there were no 
preparatives made ag<unst his coming and he surroonded It on 
all aides The Governor and principal men seeing no resource at 
hand set open the gate of amity, went to meet him, and made a 
treaty with him by which the troubles ended by a peace But this 
peace having afforded some repose to Holder niic, be returned 
to bis own country and diligently employed himself m discipho 
log his troops, and in providing every implement necessary for 
war and cooqoest After a length of time had elapsed, a dispute 
arose betweed the Marbattaa and himself In which he was shame 
fully beaten and obliged to fly to his country where he soon 
repaired his losses. Tl»e Marhattas meanwhDe overawed by his 
supenonty of genius and intimidated by his art of finding re 
sources, united with Nizam aaly-qhan and undertook to demolish 
his power and to rum lUm totally For this purpose they joined 
twenty five thousand horse of their own to some thousand more 
which Nizam-aaIy>qbao bad sent them under the command of 
CaIa>qhan>dboasa and they made an irruption into Ills dommions. 
Hilider ndlc finding that he could not stand against such a force, 
abstained for a whole year from encountering the enemy But yet 
he constantly kept at the distance of some miles uithout losing 
sight of him unless be sometimes cho< lo make a sta} and then 
he utis aluTiys provided with such n numerous body of pioneers 
and such an immense artillery, as enabled him at any time to 
fortify a good post, and to tarr) there nor did his enemies dare 
to attack him in such a fortified camp Nevertheless with all this 
good conotenance he wiscl} concluded that In time his counlr) 
uonld be ruined by such a warfare and he sought his safcl} In 
a treat} of peace by which he gave a deal of money to the 



9 


MUtAQHERIN 


123 


Marhattas, to Nizam-aaly-qhan, and to the latter’s General, Cala- 
qhan , and in this manner he extricated himself from his difficulties 
After this peace, he passed ten or twelve years in rest and 
tranquillity , but spent this interval in making mighty preparatives 
He sent Embassadors with rich and curious presents to Kerim- 
qhan-zendi (85), then master absolute of all Iran , and these in 
their master’s name requested leave to raise in his dominions some 
thousand men of cavalry The permission being soon granted, 
the Envoys, Avho were furnished with large sums of money, 
soon brought from thence some thousand Persian Moghuls, 
all young vigorous men, commanded by proper officers of tKteir 
own On the other hand, he opened a correspondence with 
the French of Mauris, an island over against his country, and 
by their means he opened another correspondence with the 
Ministers of the French kingdom Thither also he sent curious 
and rich presents Meanwhile he imported into his country a 
number of excellent horses, which he got mounted by Bar-ghirs, 
or men which he paid (86) a part, afrit is customary in India 
These he disciplined in a manner particular to himself, teaching 
some thousands of them to form their ranks, and without break- 
ing them, to face about and attack on a full gallop some thousands 
of others opposite them He also obliged the Moghul and 
Indian troopers that were in his service, to be exercised every day 
for nine hours together, in the evolutions and rules of moving 
and fighting in order , insomuch that he rendered them expert 
in their business, and capable of any service To this numerous 
body of cavalry, he added seventy thousand musqueteers. 
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(85) Kenm qhan was his name , Zcndi, that of his tnbe, which was a tnbe 
originally Iranian, living in the Lorestan, a mountainous tract, in the north of 
Pars There are other tribes of Iranian origin, settled in the middle and southern 
parts of Iran or Persia , whereas the Turkish tribes, that furnish almost all the 
soldiers of that Empire, dwell in the northern parts of it from west to east 
The Sefi family, that has just become extinct in our days, was of a Turkish tnbe 
settled in Ader-bdy-djan or Media , and Nadyr-shah {alias Tahmasp coolyqhan), 
who put an end to it, was an Asshar, of that division of that tnbe, which is settled in 
Qhorassan It was remarked of Kenm*qhan, that although a Monarch absolute, 
and a conqueror, he never struck money in his own name, but only under that 
general one, of Sahab'semam, the reigning Prince 

(86) In India the trooper finds himself in horse, arms, and accoutrements 
The Bar-ghirs or burthen-bearers, find themselves in arms, but are found in horse 
and accoutrements by the State 
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firmed tvith flint locks, and which he disciplined in the European 
manner This mighty army was followed by a train of seven 
hundred pieces of artillery mounted and served exactly In 
the English and French manner After spending some } ears 
in these preparations, he became so conscious of his owm 
strength that ho sallied forth and conquered both from the 
Malavar Princes and from the Marhattas an extent of ground 
that jdelded a revenue of about four Corors a year (87) His 
army accoutred and furnished abundantly with every necessary 
exactly as in Europe is kept under the strictest order and 
discipline. They say that his eldest son who is now his best 
General does not dare to deviate a hair s breadth from any of his 
orders so far are any others from daring it themselv’cs One da) 
he commanded him to be on horseback seven hours after sunset 
and to go to such a spot It happened that although he mounted 
at the proper time it was however after a short delay But that 
short dela) was taken up that very moment he sent for him back 
and made bun undergo the pualUon of the whip Nor was he 
less exact In other respects On observing that the Moghul and 
Persian Officers In his arm) were perpetoa lly fighting amongst 
themselves he sent for them and represented to them In a 
moderate tone of voice and in a friendly manner ‘ That as he 
had procured them from afar and they had cost him already 
an immense sum of money they ought to reserve thcmselv'cs 
for his service instead of killing and slaughtering each other 
as they did every day he added that as they were strangers 
in this country they ought to live upon good terms with the 
Indians and by all means upon terms of tenderness and love 
with their own countiymco But this friendly reprimand had 
no effect and the) went on In their usual w-a) above all making 
no account of the Indians and endlessl) quarrelling and fighting 
amongst themselves and against the others Two or three times 
he repeated his reprimand and two or three times he repeated 
it in vain At last he grew tired and one day he ordered two 
or three of those disobedient officers to be seized and made 
fait to an elephant’s feel where the) were trampled to death 
From that day the) returned to order and obedience and 
having tucked up the Item of obedience into the sash of zeal 


(8;) Fire tnlDkws ktcHloe 
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and buhmihsion, they are now brought under a strict discipline, 
and are at all times ready for immediate action To defray 
such expenses, he has got possession of immense treasures, 
amassed from ancient times by the Princes of Decan for several 
ages past, nor is there in all Hindostan a power comparable 
to his in wealth, strength, splendour, discipline, and number of 
good troops However, all this I mention upon general report , 
for after all, God only knows whether I am mistaken in that 
assertion H^ider-naic finding himself able to assert his rights, 
conceived now the design of recovering several territories which 
the Marhattas had wrested some }ears before from him,, and 
he sent them word, that if they returned quietly those countries, 
and made a treaty with him, he would as'^ist them with all his 
forces in their quarrel with the English, else, they must prepare 
for war * The Court of Poona which w'as now sensible of 
the importance of such an ally at such a critical time, concluded 
that it was as happy an offer as they might wish for , and 
having soon agreed to his demands, they proposed a treaty 
with him on these two conditions The first, that he should 
himself come over to their assistance, and fight by their side 
The second, that if his affairs did not permit him to come so 
far, then that he^ should invade the province of Arcat, carry rum 
and devastation in every part of it, and keep in continual alarms, 
the armies and power of the English H^ider-naic, finding it 
impossible and inexpedient to join the Marhattas, accepted 
the second condition, 

As soon as this treaty had been concluded and executed, 
he prepared to fulfil it on his part In the middle of the year 
1194 of the Hedjra, he invaded the province of Arcat with an 
army that covered the plains, like the waves of an angry sea, 
and with a tram of artillery that had no end Being arrived 
at about forty or fifty cosses from the territory of Mendradj, he 
stopped there, and suddenly dispatched a strong body of troops 
under his son, with orders to push hastily to the capital This 
General arriving unexpectedly, made himself master of that 
city, as well as of the palace of Mahmed-aaly-qhan, the Viceroy 
of the province, together with whatever they contained They 
say that he did not <^ffer much injury or damage to tlie inhabitants 
of the city, but that he ruined the gardens and country-houses 


Gives the 
law to the 
Marhattas, 
with whom 
he makes a 
treaty 


A D, 1780 


He invades 
the Carnatic, 
and pushes tc 
the very gatei 
of Mendrad] 



TH£ SEIR 


lafi 

belonging to the English and made pnsoners those he found 
there Gen Monro the same who Iiad heretofore beaten 
the Veiir of Hindo^tan at Bacsar when he was onl} a Major 
was now General and appointed to the defence of the factory 
and fortress of Mendradj He came oat of the walls mih ten 
btltabons o( Tallngaa and sizteen pieces of cannon furnished 
ivitb every necessary such as ball and powder and he intend 
ed to fight ^at HiUder niic hearing of this wrote to his son 
to retreat from thence and to draw the English army into the 
plain, and meanwhile to retrograde himself gradually tow'ards 
his father The son having obeyed punctually Gen Monro 
put his army in battle array and having ordered a regiment 
with some Captains and Lieutenants and Ensigns and some 
Sergeants with two pieces of <»nnon, and necessaries to advance 
forward as usual at two or three cosses distance from the main 
body he followed himself with bis whole army; and in this 
manner he advanced ten or twelve cosaes farther from the 
fortress. Holder niic hearing of this sent a body of troops 
under the command of his son with orders first to charge the 
foment m question and then to send intelligence every moment 
and meanwhile to stand ready to execute further commands 
The son did as he was commanded and he attacked (he 
regiment with so much vigour that the Commander of it after 
having bravely stood bis ground and received the enemy with 
a fire of musketry and cannon sent word to the General that 
the combat was drawing to a length that his numbers were 
thinned, the enemy numerous and that he wanted immediate 
relief As the distance was great and one-quart of the day was 
already spent when the combat commenced, it was noon before 
the trooper with the intelligence amved and some time more 
being spent, before the General could fix his mind on a resolu 
lion, there remained only one third of the day, when he sent 
four regiments to the assistance of the first, two of wldch were 
European white soldiers, new landed from Europe the others 
being Indian Tallngas. But it wras evening before the} could 
amve The five regiments being joined passed the night on 
the spot On this intelligence, Hiider niio sent bis son in law 
with fresh troops to his sons assistance and these rccom 
menced the attack at day break The English were worsted 
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and finding that their General had erred, in not marching up 
with his whole army, they thought it expedient to retreat to the 
main body , and they commenced a retreat, but always in good 
order, and always turning about, and always facing their pursuers 
The enemy continued pressing on all sides, and perpetually 
attacking with rockets, cannon-balls, muskets and bombs , and 
they had already burned the plants of the lives of numbers of 
English soldiers, when they were likewise favoured by fortune 
It happened that one of the English carts of powder and 
ammunition took fire In an instant the whole provision blew 
up, and carried away such vast numbers of men, which happen- 
ed to be near or at no great distance, that those that survived the 
disaster, proved not numerous enough to continue the combat 
The enemy having surrounded them, sent them promises of 
quarter The English who are a courageous nation, full of military 
pride and firmness of heart, refused to surrender , upon which an 
order came to put them to the sword , and the poor souls were all 
hacked to pieces (88) It happened that three or four men escaped 
from the slaughter, and reached General Monro’s encampment, 
but their report struck such a panic in his mind, that this General, 
whose courage had never been doubted to that day, no sooner 
heard the detail of the slaughter, than he lost his wonted firmness, 
and betrayed every mark of tear, trepidation and dismay The 
report goes that he passed the night without going to bed And 
that at day-break he mounted a fleet horse, and without stopping 
anywhere, or giving himself a moment to breathe, he retired within 
the fortress of Mendradj The forlorn army following in much 
distress and disorder retired into the fortress likewise , and the 
victorious in full pursuit of the runaways, entered the city of 
Mendradj, w'hich they mastered ; so that there remained to the 
English nothing but the fortress of that name They say that in a 
few days after, the fortress of Arcat, the capital of Mahmed-aaly- 
qhan’s dominions, who was the Viceroy of the Carnatec, was 
taken by the enemy, as well as that of Pool churr}', which last 


Beats the 
English 


The English 
pursued to the 
very gates of 
Mendradj 


(88) The author is mistiken All those troops surrendered, and were taken 
prisoners , and even then Col Bailie was at the head of seven hundred English, and 
of three thousand Sipahis Nor did the English want either courage or numbers , 
they wanted powder, and were exhausted by three days’ continual fighting against 
troops continually renewed 
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had been lately taken by the English from tli<“ French , and as in 
times of calamity, a misfortane never comes iJone, it happened 
that a difference arising between the English and the Talingas of 
the gamsoQ of Is-hac patan (Viiagapatam) these last who were 
numerous fell upon the email number of the English and killing 
some of them, imprisoned the others and thns that place also 
came cheaply in Hiider niice power 

General Monro having quitted the field m so disgraceful a 
manner did not fail to be accused both by friends and foes who 
covered bun with shame But this news- bad not yet reached 
Calcutta, where meanwhile the fire of dissension which had been 
raging with so much violt?nce betwren the Governor General and 
Afr Francis had now risen to such a height that from bad words 
and disputes, they hid proceeded to fighting with guns and at the 
end of Redjeb or the beginning of Shaaban both parties according 
to the established custom of the nation, went oQt themselves 
and fought with pistols The Governor, being befriended by 
destiny came off harmless but Mr Francis W'as wounded Ashe 
was predestined to live a great deal more, the pistol ball, although 
it entered at his nghl side did neither break the bone nor even 
lend the curtain it stopped between bone and flesh and m a 
few days be was cured It was justly at this time that General 
Coote a Kluges servant who had succeeded General Clavenng 
as Commander in Chief of all the forces in India arrived from 
Lucknow whilst Mr DoocrccI (Mr Ducarell) am\ed from 
Bardvan Tliese two men who had connections with both 
parties interposed their good offices and became medfafors of 
forglve^e^s and peace between the Governor and Mr Francis 
The) brought them together and made them take their seats at 
the Coundl board and it was about this lime that the Intelli 
gence of Monro s defeat amved at Calcutta TTie letters men 
tinned that the enemy grew dally more powerful and that 
General Monro bad fled from the field of battle 

News came likewise of General Godard s having come out 
of Surat and of his now besieging the toun of Bessi (Bassoin) 
which is one of the ijtrongcsl fortresses In the Marhalla domi 
nioDS It n'as likewise at this time that an Englishman of some 
consequence arrived in a Packet ship from Bomba), nhith 
means m English a Courier ship and God knows what neus he 
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brought witli him He found the Governor-General with all the 
principal Englisli of Calcutta overwhelmed with sorrow, but busy 
contriving expedients to raise a great sum of money, and to 
form an army The Governor after borrowing upon interest, 
from the wealthy Bengalies of Calcutta, so great a sum as one 
coror of rupees, engaged General Coote to repair to Mendradj, 
and to take the command of the arm}' there 

It was in those times of calamity and distress, I arrived at 
Calcutta, uhere I paid a visit to the Governor-General That 
Viceroy', who has a vast fund of innate goodness in his nature, 
condoled much wuth me, and promised that I would one day see 
the accomplishment of my wdshes , but he was so overwdielmed 
W'lth public business, that he could not afford to give me many 
hearings, or to remember his promise As to General Coote, he 
both objected to the scarcity of men and of money, until both 
being remedied, he consented to go to Mendradj w'lth three or 
four battalions that had been brought together , and these being 
joined to the six or seven regiments now shut up in the fortress 
of that name, the whole w-ith some other troops then in those 
parts, w'ould form a body of ten or tw'elve regiments a force 
which w'as thought sufficient to fight Hiiider-nidc in the field 
For the English trusted much to the goodness of their troops 
and to the talents of their Commander , nor do they admit any 
interference of the deity in the affairs of this w'orld, but attribute 
their repeated victories, and numerous conquests, to tlie good 
conduct of their officers, and to the bravery of their troops, 
nor do they ascribe the defeats given to General Carnac, and 
to General Monro, to anything else but to the misconduct of 
those two men, whom they loaded wuth imprecations and obloquy, 
as the principal authors of those disasters that had disgraced 
their nation There is no doubt, indeed, but that wisdom and 
prudence bear a great sway in the direction of the affairs of the 
w'orld, but not so much neither, as that the Original Mover of 
all events. He that has created and bestowed that wisdom and 
prudence, should remain idle himself, and as it were out of 
office , or that the affairs of the world, for want of apparent 
solidity and permanency, should be wholly and entirely in the 
power and disposal of human wisdom, and foresight Be it as it 
may, General Coote, who commanded in chief all the troops in 
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the Company's seme© in India, and bad under his care all the 
affairs of war, as his particular province consented to repair 
to Mendradj Urged by a thorough sense of the cntical situation 
of affairs both in Mendradj and m Decan he embarked in the 
middle of the blessed month of Ramaxan, of the year 1194 on 
board of a ship (89), and repaired to that fortress As to myself, 
perceiving that the Governor could not pay any attention to 
my affairs, and that I had no chance for any asslstaoce at 
Calcutta, I returned to Moonhood abad being very uneasy on 
account of a threatened invasion from the Marhattas of Catech 
arjd on account of my having left my children and family hke 
so many forlorn sools in a city that had no Governor and no 
Ruler that might partake of the distresses of families, and 
watch over their safety For both the Nsiem (90), and bis 
Lieutenant were perfectly free from sneb cares nor could much 
be expected from the English themselves who had in most 
places bestowed the offices of Rulers and Lieutenants on some 
pnnapal Indians, who tmstang to ibclr interest with their 
masters paid UtUe attenUon to the situation of the people of 
this land. I arrived at Moor&bood abad the seventeenth of 
Sbavval and remained there tHl the a5tb Zllhidj of that same 
year and all the while J was beanog aceounis that differed 
from eadi other Ncveriheleas whatever was most confirmed, 
has been inserted in these sheets and it amounts to this modi 
that General Monro having us has been already aaid retired in 
that shameful manner within the fortress of Mendradj, bad 
become a standing stock for the shafts of reproach from ever} 
one of bis countrymen as wdl as from the enemy But as 
Holder ndic s troops had taken possession of ever) thing without 
the w'sUs, and even of the* ciiy itself, ns far as the precincts of 
the fortress, the English shut up within the place resolved to 
fall by surprise upon those bodies of the enemy that were en 
camped close tu their walls, In hopes of making an impression 
upon them For this purpose there came out of the fortress at 

169) It V I ScpCnsber a tlis« cxcMdiaelj anfit lad d^fnen tor pAaf oil 
c/ Ui« G (n ud still mor* so for nartfitkw to Madrut bj MS saJenltmlfLl 
bo a drcmitoei BaTjpaUoo of two or three raooths j ajod jet the Oeoerol wii « 
mlracalonilj lockj as to fetch «adra*t to a foetnijht 

(901 Unbarc<Ned'dO«UIvaad Mahmed renwibao, (h Nilb or OqHtj 
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day-break, nay before day-break, two battalions of Grandils 
(Grenadiers), whicli word signifies in their language!, picked 
men, tall and stout, and of tried bravery But as Hfiider-n^ic 
IS fully acquainted With the particular turn of genius of the 
English in war matters, and is indefatigable, and always thorough- 
ly informed of the motions of his enemies, he never suffers his 
people to be supine, or off their guard, or negligent in their 
duty His troops therefore proved to be ready fdr the enemy’s 
reception A furious combat commenced , and troops being con- 
tinually sent to the assistance of those engaged, the two bat- 
talions in question were surrounded, and finding no way open 
for a retreat, they continued fighting heroically, tintil they all 
rushed into eternity, leaving to Haider-ndic’s troops a full pos- 
session of the victory It was after this disgrace that the news 
of General Coote’s cOming became public General Monro 
seemed struck with' the intelligence , and fearing for both his 
life and character, should that Commander land unexpectedly at 
Mendradj, he resolved to exert himself in recovering his honor 
With this view, be Came out with all the troops he could muster, 
leaving only sucb a small number as might guard the gates, 
and the Company’s magazines He had With him a great tram 
of cannon and mortars, with every necesSary for some important 
expedition On the Other side, H^ider-m’^rc’s son. With an army 
of disciplined troop's, and a' good train of artillery, advanced to 
meet the enemy, and a mighty battle ensted’ But again destiny 
would have it so, that Hdider-nfiic’s son gained a complete 
victory; and General MonrO' being vanquished again' and defeat- 
ed, was forced to retreat within the fortress with the shattered^ 
remains of his army, where probably, he is safe frOm an attack' 
For it IS reported that Hdider-naic does rtOC cate to fight against 
walls and fortresses, and' has been heard mOre than once to 
say, that it would' be a folly to' expose the lives of so many brave 
men for the sake of acquiring the possession of three or four 
thousand yards of ground-, and that, provided God Almighty 
would give him the open country, an'd victory against the English, 
he did not care to dispute walls and brick-bats with them 
This much is certain, that he must have known how little they 
could hold in a place destitute of everything He knew that 
as the fortress of Mendrad] is seated by the sOa-side, it has no 



THE Sfel R 


I3J 

sued water at all and although prcrviaionb of it are dailj 
imported from abroad it ^vas impossible tliat they should answer 
the necessities of twenty or thirty thousand persons of all pro 
fessions and sexes r\hlch >TOre shut up within its \vall3, and that 
too for a space of three or four months Add to this that 
Mendradj is not really a fortress (91) it is only a \vall drawn 
round the habitations of an lnfinit\ of merchantb and other 
numerous pebple residing there These men dally import their 
o\vn ivatcr from wlhout the walls where there is a city apart 
But e^cn supposing that m times of fall peace thev should ha^e 
fqrmed an aqueduct or a nil that should carry a supply of water 
op to their habitations still snch a contrivanee would prove of 
little avail as an approach to that rill is now opposed and full of 
danger Now as it is certain that they can no more import 
provisions than their water it becomes altogether Incomprehensi 
ble how that multitude can have subsisted all this while ^vithoul 
suffering every extremity (92) It Is a pity that the English do 
not mention such matters and the lilkC details pnbllcly They 
oev er talk of them to such people as we and 1 cannot get any sure 
intelligence from any one cbe Bnt for that reservedness of 
theirs we should ha\ e set down all those ev ents with a full detail 
It has been already related that the Governor, from the 
very first atTi\-al of General Clavering and his party, had found 
it out of his power to come to an understanding with them For 
although now and then both sides listened to the persuasion of 
covHCTxTf? friesds polsicd ost the Incom eeleacies o! 

dissension and the advantages of concert so as to seem Inclined 
to unite tc^ether yet such was the difference of tempers and such 
the diversity of Interests that no union and no concert could take 
place Even of late, that Is some time after the duel had happen 
ed some appearance of peace and e\ en some union had been per 
ceived between the Governor and Mr Franas on the mediation of 
Genera! Coote and Mr Doocreel but after the General s 


(91) Thhbambts^ Madntf aKboogh rer/ la/erior to Borabaj and itlll 
more lo to Calcnlta, ia oeverUiclau a fortress batvlat tbc mood and third order 
(93) They aubsltted, Kowffrer bj tht cadlesj Sqaidrotu parpetoaUy forwirded 
from Deofil — Sqaadroai that carried Qreatoeb u weU ai fraick, aod aah prorl 
klOu— the Goveroor ahocarablmaatf ao rest oe tbit bead, ha rlap exerted btouetf la 
cupportlag Madn!>t and IH torftory wbkb be cooridered tj tb« ootaoric of Deagal 



MUTAQHERIN. 


133 


departure for Mendradj, matters took to their former course 
For Mr Francis wished that some arrangements might lake 
place, to not one of which the Governor would listen The first 
was the sending back Mr Brishtoo to his office of Lucknow, 
^Mth his former appointment and authority, for both which, 
repeated orders had come from Europe The second, that the 
Divanship of the Calcutta depaitment should be given to Ram- 
chund-riy, instead of Ganga-govind, who now holds it The third 
was, that Nand-comar’s son should be put at the head of the 
Qhalissah or Revenue-office There were some other demands, 
to none of which the Goverhor would consent He had of late 
met \Mth several new subjects of discontent , insomuch that his 
enmity had risen to a height 

But whilst there was so much dissension and enmity at home, 
great misfortunes had befallen the English arms abroad Two 
or three veteran armies, with a number of renowned Commanders, 
had been destroyed , and an immense sum of money having been 
spent in those expeditions, the Company’s treasury was become 
so empty, that Government had been obliged to have recourse 
to a loan, which was obtained from the Bengalies , and all that, 
at the very time that the Supreme Council were forbidden from 
making any new conquests It was from such events, and from 
such formal disobediences of orders, that Mr Francis who brought 
them into one point of view, thought he could prove a great body of 
misdemeanours and mismanagement in the Governor’s conduct 
He now re-digested the whole into a methodical writing, which he 
got bound like a book , and after having obtained its being 
registered, he thought himself strong enough with such a piece, 
and he departed this country at the end of Zilcaad, of the year 
1 1 94 of the Hedjrah He was attended by a number of gentlemen, 
all dissatisfied with the Governor, who all repaired to London, 
which IS the Capital of the dominions of the Kings of England 
By this departure he freed the Governoi from a troublesome 
antagonist For hitherto the latter had been at some trouble in 
managing the Government in an absolute manner, although he 
took all the risks upon himself , but now that the whole Council 
is reduced to his own person, and to that of Mr Wheeler’s, he is 
become sole master of binding and unbinding, of appointing, and 
dismissing in every department, without either controul or dispute. 
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Time only can show in what manner shall end theae dissensions 
as u ell as these troubles which are jast commencing and time 
alone shall determine what completion his schemes are likely 
to have. Then shall we know somethiDg of what is to become 
of the poor mjared people of this land who now have no 
other fnend and no other comforter but God Almighty As to 
myself having set out from Moorshood ahad the J6th ZHhidj and 
in that same year having st pped some time at Radjemahal for 
some particular business and especially for performing the rites 
of the ten days of Moharrcm on the ninth of that same month, 
I beard from a person of consequence and credit that General 
Coote, having joined the troops he had brought with him to 
those he found at Mcndradj bad set out from that fortress with 
a great tram of artillery and hanag given battle to the troops 
of Holder nilc, he had been beaten as had already been General 
Monro, and forced to retire within the walls without which 
Holder nitc is now master of evcrylhiog, throughout the province 
of Arcat and up to the walls of Mendradj 

Nor did the affairs of the Eoglish wear a more favourable 
aspect m Hindostan where the troops which had been earned b) 
Captam Palmer to the assistance of the Rana of Gohod having 
lodged themselves for their own coovcDiency m the fortress of 
that name, tamed therr thoughts towards recovering some other 
strongholds and places which had been in fbe posseulon of 
the Rana 8 (93) ancestors That Commander put to the Radja 
a number of questiorrs about every spot and everyplace in that 
region The Rana amawered “TTiat one of the pniictpal 
‘ possessions of his ancestors, was the fortress of Goallar a 
place renowned for strength a1) over Hindostan and nhich the 
" Emperors of the family of Babr (94) had seized b) force having 
‘■maintained their conquest by a superionty of power That 
'* ' from that lime It bad belonged to them being called by 

((0) Tli« word lUna dfalfin mor« tlua lUdJa or Ktac, U comw 

froo tfae sun root. It b as appellatlre, bj wUeb Ute Radji Gotrsd 
bhnseU, u docs the Rid|a of Cbftor bb nel^bboor 

(94) Tba reader kso«* that altbooah th« retfslsf taailh* ef HladosUo de> 
aceada Id a direct Iln* from Tfanor orTIoarlaajr lb* cooqscror of that coostij 
yet h U better koows ssder the oam* of 8abr freat*f^Ddaoe of that cotupiaror 
aa tl b he who fint thoajht of tearlof bb domloloos Is Eotbex^artary (a/^« 
Toorao; to aeltle la th* few dlfienff rrjfow 0/ Hladortao 




M U T A Q H E R I N 


^35 


'' excellence the Imperial fortress That in process of time as 
“ the Empire came to lose of its power, and the Marhattas to 
“ increase theirs, it happened that the Governor and Garrison 
“ finding themselves neglected by the Ministers and Grandees 
“ of the Court, as well as reduced very low’ for want of pay and 
" necessaries, thought it high time to listen to the offers of the 
“ Marhattas, to whom they consented to surrender the fortress on 
“ condition of being paid the whole of their arrears , and thus 
' having received the money in exchange for the fortress, they 
‘ had surrendered it to a body of Marhatta troops That from 
' that day it had remained in their possession , a tran‘>action 
' which w’as fresh in every one’s mind, as it had happened in 
' the time of Ahmed-shah, son to the Emperor Mahmed-shah, 

‘ of the Babr family ” This was the information given by 
he Rana Now as tliat place is only at about thirteen cosses 
rom Gohud, and, it had been constantly an eye-sore to the 
jentoo Prince, he was thoroughly informed of every corner of it, 
ind of every manner of approaching it, as w'ell as completely 
ipprised of a particular path, hidden by the rock, and quite out 
)f sight, where the rampart w'as low'er than any elsew'here Of 
ill this he gave information to the English, and added a number 
Df men who had a local knowdedge of every part within and 
rtithout the walls The English Commander formed his project 
jpon those lights, and having with great secrecy prepared a 
number of ladders proportionate to the height of the wall, and 
meanwhile spread a report of an attack being intended against 
another fort, lie set out from Gohud, the place of lus residence, 
stopped at about five or six cosses distance , and from thence at 
the beginning of the night, he posted his army, and with a 
proper number oi light troops which he furnished W’lth ladders, 
he marched forwards At the end of the night, being arrived at 
the spot he intended, he placed his ladders, and availing himself 
of the nt-glect and supineness of the garrison, he got upon the 
wall, and commenced firing at the garnson, which was thrown 
into the greatcot consternation For one or two thousand of 
such troops, being once got within the fortress, were by all means 
an overmatch for any ten thousand of such slothful fellows as 
composed the garrison. They say ihat the Marhatta Governor, 
either out of despair and shame, or for fear of being called to 
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and account killed himself and there Is also another report, 
that this surprise had been concerted with the anaent Imperial 
Commander, who dissatisfied with his not being paid his 
arrears, had onlj dissembled his resentment, and bad remained 
within the fortress until he conid find some opportnnity of 
introduang an enem} It was in this manner that so famous a 
fortress fell in a twinkle in the hands of the English who 
took care to put a garn'^on in 11(95) 1 Calcutta 

when nens came of the capture of Goaliar and I heard with 
my own ears the discharges of cannon, by which that happy 
event,was announced to the public It was there I learned also 
that Maba^dji sindia one of the pnncipal feudatory rulers 
of the Marbstta Empire who has the absolute government 
of the provinces of Malva and Oodjdin as well as of the castle 
of Goaliar hearing of General Godard s being gone to Surat 

(P5) That Prloce, tike aQ the Zemlodiirs o£ lodU, whether freater or lesser had 
eonoecdoni with • tribe of Ughwij men, who htrinf d is c o Tcrtd a bidden path by 
which tber climbad ev er y nlffat op the rock, and from tbance op the wall, were 
let la by aooM of tbdr assoc Ut ei settled wltUo the for Uaa . And tl was nrer that 
aama path that the Hofflsfa wHh rneh ^das at their head, fooDdsuans to scramble 
ores the rock and to sorpriM the place And H Is ohserrable that the Unpreg^ 
hi Goaliar has always been taken throogb treachery or by sarprtse. The fortraaa 
of GoaUar b aeated on a rock, of servo or dght raDes lo extent, lo which there are 
woods arable pasture Ukei and pond^ an rrerythlsg reqnlrfte to f rnbb for 
years together to tbe oe ceari ties of a farrtsos All thb b nrroooded by a wall and 
towers thirty feet high, thtt leare betwixt the foot of tbe fortlEcatloo and the bdak 
oftbe-ro^ a berme of aboot tea or twenty feet In breadth anrroanded by a 
plrapet over which the plaia below b loolmf at tbv frfgbUQr depth of two or three 
hondred feet. The rodt, which stands aiogle and Insulated, raises abmptly freed 
the plain and Is er er ywhers clUfy and were not nataraJly to, U cot perpendlcu^r 
with tbe rhlseL Nor b there any way of approochlog aoseen that strange forti 
ficatlon, but by a hidden by the rock which by a very dJffiealt and v er y 

laborlons asce nt rbes obOqaily antll It laads yon at the foot of a berme of thirty 
feet perpesdrcnlar and U Is over that berxae that the wall itself rises at ten feet 
dbtsDce. The whole b boih of as eicelleat klad of pink stone, sod wHh the 
m ignl Scent Palaces, a od boll diogs wtthhi It enU a most superb appearance oach 
kinds of fortresses, after all, are not ancommoo In Indb there may be serenty or 
eighty of them Rhotas lo Bengal, Aasir and DOwlet-abad in Decaa, Gondsrlr and 
CotxlapITIy In tbe oelghboorhoed of UasnGpatim, Gandlcotta and Glogl In the 
Camateck, arc all of the sitae kind, Howerer It most be otwe i red here, that thb 
rery dffienh and very dangerons piece of serrlee, was performed by Captalo 
Popham, ao officer «ho acquired a great character In those wars, tod not by Captain 
Palmer who ahbongh ■ roan of merit Umself happened to betfacn opon a different 
comma ad. 
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A to take his winter quarters there, had set out in the height of 

^ the rams in the y^ar 1 194, and had p-issed that difficult season A 

in that count'-y, \vithout it being known whether he intended in 
the sequel to fight General Godard, who was to besiege the 
fortress of Bessi (Bassein), or whether he would turn his 
thoughts towards recovering Goaliar, from the hands of the 
English , or rather would think it better to make a diversion 
against them, by invading the piovinces of \tava and Corrah 
and Ilah-abad Some others, however, conjectured that he 
would tuin Ills arms against the English troops about Gohud, and 
especially against that body commanded by Colonel Camac, w'^10 
having taken his route through the mountains in the height of 
the rainy season, had invaded the provinces of Malva and 
Oodgein, and made great progresses Notwithstanding all these, 
tlje English came to be tired of this warfare, both on account of 
the immensity of the charges, and of the difficulty of subsisting 
armies in such countries, where a dearth and a scarcity of 
provisions is ahvays to be expected , for the Marhattas seldom 
fight, but only endeavour to cut off an enemy from the necessa- 
ries of life, especially from grain and forage, burning and 
destroying every village and every heap of grain, wdiether it be 
their own or of the enemy’s country, so as to surround him with 
a desert, to all intents and purposes The English, moreover, 

> w'ere disgusted w'lth this w'ar, as there appeared at this very time 
, 'signs' of defection in the Radja of Gohud, and this Gentoo 
Prince seemed tired of his new allies This discovery made - 
them take their lesolution suddenljs and leaving that Prince 
to himself, they abandoned the fortresses of Goaliar and Gohud, 
and expressed a di<;position of coming to an accommodation 
with the Marhattas, nor w'as Scindia bimself averse to such a 
''measure Reckoning such an event to be a favour of Providence, 
which came unexpectedly, he slackened the preparations foi 
w'^ar, and abstained from committing hostilities a conduct w'hich 
wms imitated by the English Commanders themselves, who 
returned tow^ards Corrah and Canpore, and encamped within 
the frontiers of the province of Ilah-abad, on the hopes of a treaty ' 
of peace and amity, w'hich is wished for by both parties They 
abstained therefore from hostilities on their side, but peace 
is not concluded yet, and we must see how' matters shall end 
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Meanwhile this suspensioa w^s the cause of the Rana s rum 
Sandia incensed against Mm for his hanng aVailed himself of the 
assistance of the English to snatch out of his hands the fortress of 
Goaliar, and for his having projected to recover all the countnea 
they detained from him undertook to ruin and demolish him totally 
insomuch that at the time these lines were writing, he had so much 
reduced the Rana as to hive recovered every spot ind e\ery 
fortress out of his hands save those of Gohud and Gnalfir which 
his troops were actually blockading so that the Prince was re 
duced to extremities We must see how matters ire likely to end 
Scindia possibly had then another project In his head He had now 
in his camp a Pnnce who having given some trouble to the Gov 
emor had been entirely dnven out of his hereditary dominions bv 
the English This was Radja Chdyt sing Zemindar of Banares, 
who hoped by the Marhattas protection and support, to be one 
day reinstated in his dominions We shill also see whit Is Iikelv 
to be the result of all bis endeavours and as to General Godard 
nothing IS heard of him but new's that clash with each other If 
In process of time some congruent intelligence should come to 
hand I hope If I live to writp a full account of his expedition 
as ucll as of that of General Coote s. As to the latter It Is cer 
tain that iftcr his departure for Mendradj the Governor proved 
so lenioua m his cans'* tliat he resolved to send to his assistance 
another ueJI np^minted army bv land through Catec, and Jager 
naut and Gandjam and SIcacol This army was pnt under the 
command of Colonel Pearse Governor of the Citadel of Calcutta 
a Commander renonned and a great Mathematician He was 
satisfied that the Marbattis of Catec would not form nnj opposi 
lion to such a passage os thor*- subsisted 1 p'*ace of long stand 
mg between that Power and Bengal which h id been renewed of 
late and moreoVer their ambassador affirmed lliat their mister 
had nothli g but friendly intentions f r the Fnglisli This much 
IS certain tliat (he rainy season behii, on the point of setting In 
and the troops who were all picked men which the Governor 
had assembled from vanous parts shewing an eagerness for 
their departure, he ga\c bis Inst orders on that subject (96) For ‘ 
(96) Tbe U«rh*ttJi of CMee had terffremd for *omrtime Is pr otlnf a pus 
jige to those troop* % th»t tho CorerooT who JoIm ft> hb person coonp d mlod 
to wilmal cottnfv •etit tirtn c»rdei* to go ea »hb tWrJoamejr wbrtbrr the 
MaT 4 v»tt« mncMtMl OT rvot 
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further precaution, a gentleman from amongst the English 
advanced forward with the sum of three lacs of rupees, and a 
variety of rich presents, as curious and costly jewels and precious 
stuffs He had taken with him from Calcutta the Ambassador 
of Chimnadji, nephew to Ragodji-bhossla, Pri ice of the Oressa, 
which Chimnadji was now Commander m-Chief of the Marhatta 
forces actually in Catek , and he set out for Ndigpoor with him 
He had letters from the Governor, requesting that out of regard 
to the amity subsisting between tlie two Powers no opposition 
should be made to their passage Chimna<i}} having in appear- 
ance shewn a friendly disposition, took the presents, but left Wie 
finishing of the negotiation to his lather’s pleasure, who resided 
at the Great-Ndigpoor, his Capital They say that the Ambassador 
went thither, exposed his errand, but received for answer, “That it 
“ appeared from the usage offered to the Sovereigns of Bengal, and 
“of late, to Lfie successors of Shudjah-ed-dowlah, (usage became 
“notorious) that there was no trust to be reposed in the treaties 
^ “ and promises of the English , and he added, that the Court of 
“Naigpoor wa->, in matters of w'ar and peace, bound by the pleasure 
“ of the Ministry of Poonah , and that whatever party those should 
“ take, would prove a rule by which the Court of Ndigpoor would 
“ be bound to abide That as to affording passage to their people 
“ through the Oressa, the matter did not depend upon us, added 
“he, but upon the Court of Poonah, who have ordered us to 
“ oppose such a passage, and moreover, to put everything to fire 
"and sword in the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, which in- 
“ structions we have not yet complied with, on account of the 
“ several pretences set up by ourselves, for instance, ofthe treaties 
“ subsisting of old between the Court of Naigpoor and the rulers 
“ of Bengal Let then the English remain satisfied that we have 
“ not yet put these orders in execution " Such an answer had 
nothing very encouraging, but the Governor, who had his views, 
and IS not a man to be intimidated, took care to send word, 

“ That as the Princes of Ndigpoor had treaties of old standing 
“ with the rulers of Bengal, he did not see what could prevent 
“their joining the English in the present case, after receiving, 

“ as an earnest, the present sum of three lacs, nor what could 
“ hinder their joining the English troops going to the south, 

“ with a body of their own cavalry, who should receive their pay 
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regularl) fvcry montli , the more bO as tliia bum of three lacs 
nould be o>cr and above the pension due of old on account of 
‘the Ch68L’ This representatton had its effect on Cbiranadji 
\\ho \Mth his fathers consent accepted the proposal and 
answered th^t the case standing as stated tliey had no objec 
tions pronded the English should discharge fall) tl e sum of one 
hundred and sixty lacs of arrears due on that Ch68l, together 
T\itli the intere t du- thereon and should hencefonv-ard pa) the 
future Ch&8t regularly every month after which they would find 
the Marhattas of NdigpSr disposed to join their cause TIjl 
G overnor finding that such exprcbsions and such a tone of voice 
savoured much of an loimical dispoMtion declined the teoder 
and bospended the departure of Colonel Pearce and the 
English troops, as before continued to watch every passage and 
every inlet that would afloid the cnem) an entrance Into Bengal 
and Bahar uliUst Cbimnadjis troops are spread all over the 
Orcssa upon their own frontiers each pa^t^ seemingly in am 
busc^ide ogaiQst the other arid waiting only for an opportooil) 
to fall upoo him We may possibly «ee what seeds of peace 
and arnil) the Supreme Disposer of cvenU ma) have concealed 
under such appearaQcci> of opposition and hostility and at what 
time It shall be His pleasure to bring forth the fruits of union and 
concord It has been since said that the Coart of Ndlgpoor Lav 
iiig turned the e uegotialions to Its idvantages, had been paid 
ibff h)} arrffjrs oS Ihff Ch&Bt our ab&ic ib^ >aiii3b}e' pre 
seats which they hid already received and tliat Ihcir very 
Agents and VaLeels at Calcutta bad been honoured with pre 
senta and enriched with eetatcs( 97 ) It must be observt d 
(97) The Gorrmor ilot cootmt with paying down lonw monej to tbe Coort 
of NiJgpoor on iccoe t of tbe two Coror< which were daltned upon the 

ChOSt or pcQ^on doe t>> Oenga] to Oreu (and thU peoslon K of twdre Ito « 
j-eir) end with the M rhalU Vakeel or agent la ob aining a luan of sixteen 

laca more in Calcutta, that b with becomiog anawerable for the pa^iria t (which 
In fact waj oerer nude bj the Usrhattasl the Goreniar not aatlsGed with all that 
threw an thertuttintheMarhatUaw y {]et4}olc into hla pay a body of two thousand 
of tSefr Carmlry who »eio to ocorl Colonel Pearce through the Oreaaa. This Urt 
article rireted tic UarbtUi Prfnco’e Incnoatlon nd after U that C^iralry be- 
hared In an orderly manner and prored of aome tm to tbe Colonel ■ detacbmeot 
were It but ti\ rot molesdog hb baggage andhUconroy* Aa the Vakeel or 
Ambaf^ador from N&lgpoor the Goreraoe took with him the ^ary nme method* 
talreo ercry d y at Uoonbood abad and elsewhere by aoltorsi these bribe (he 
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iiouo\er, that Ihe Cnuit of Kriigpoor bore a cordial cnmify lo tin 
Miniblcr'' ot I’ooiiah, and to the Rulers ol Decan, on account of 
prctcnMou'' of old slandinq’ (98) , and the Co\ crnoi lia\ ing a\ ailed 
hiinscll of lliohc dibconlcnts, Cliimnadji had thouijht proper to 
return to In^ father and to lea\e Colonel Rearce at full hberl} 
to inarch at the head of a \cteran arnn through the whole 
Orei-'^a from whence he continued hi^ journe) thro’ Oandjam 
and Sicacol, and Mendradj, w here he effected a junction with 
General Coote After which both (hose (jeneials ga\e several 
battles to Ilaider-naic, but reaped no other advantage from 
them than that of clearing the environs of that fortress, for 
Haider-naic, has remained un<loublcdl) the master of the whole 
province of Arcat W'e have learned smee, that Colonel Pearce 
having got on board of a ship, was arrived at Calcutta, from 
whence he had taken with him the great sums which thefiovcrnor 
had obtained as a loan from the principal men of his nation, 
and from the Pengalces Hut he had hardiv reached Mendradj, 
when General Coote himself returned to Calcutta, on account 
of sickness, leaving however the Colonel and the armv,^ in that 
fortress, where It IS univ ersall) reported that the dearness and 
scarcity of grain, na>, of cvcr\ necessarv of life, has risen lo 
such a hcighth, as to be past suffering But such is the strength 
and firmness of mind, wdiich the English arc possessed of, and 
such the wise dispositions made b) the Gov'crnor in sending 
endlessi) supplies of provisions, that the garrison has kept a 
firm fooling, notwithstanding the distress felt within , nor has 
the fortress of Mendradj been conquered in these three years’ 
time God only knows what is lo happen after this , but as our 
accounts do not reach farther, we intend to continue these 
sheets, wdienever vve shall have assembled materials 


very Attorney cnipIo)cd by their adversary This ambassador was Beniram- 
pandet The Go\ernor enriched him, won him to his side, and made him instrumental 
in winning his master's heart 

tpS) These pretensions of old standing were as follows Madadji-bhossla, the 
feudatory Prince of the Oressa, being of the elder branch of the Radjpoot or Military 
family, which reigned at Satara, could not see without a sore eye that Baladji-rdo, 
the founder of the Sacerdotal or Brahmanical family, which resided at Poonah, at 
two days’ journey to it, should govern everything throughout the whole Empire, 
under the modest title of Nana or maternal uncle, and of Pishva, or precursor 
and agent 
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Mcannhile we shall compliment our reader ^nth some ac 
count of Alubarec-ed dSwfah and of the English Go^emnient 
and polic) in Bengal This prince is the fourth son of Mir 
djaafer-qban, and is now aged about twenty two years He Is 
a \-ery chil young man alu'ays speaking In a kind friendly 
manner to any that approaches him He seems particularly dis 
posed to she^\ a regard to such persons whether men or women, 
as descend from Illustrious families and is alu'a)‘s read^ to 
oblige them bj word or by action, or at least to compassionate 
their case, Nafurallj tender hearted he listens with patience 
to ti\pse that are unfortunate or oppressed and he Is always 
disposed to relieve them But bis time is not well distributed 
and he is alwa}s dissolved In all kinds of effeminating dellces 
and always Immersed In the pleasnres of the table, or In the 
company of dance women this is his whole care being perfect 
ly Indifferent to e^erytblng else, either in this ^vorld or In the 
other his apath} being such that no man Is the gladder for 
his friendship nor the uceasler or worse for his aversion The 
■very least of his slave boys or of those of his father s will 
make no dllBcuIty to sa) or do io his presence, vrhatever comes 
uppermost In his mind nor do they paj an> regard to the rules 
of serving modestly or to those of a respectful behavdour His 
very liberality Is of a kin to the thoughtlessness of his character 
there being nothing more common than to see him give awa) 
where It is improper to give anj-thing at all and to refuse 
ohstlnatel} wdiere it Is proper to give- And here is an instance 
of this The people of India have a singular custom in the rain) 
season Thej make boats of paper orstravv which being support 
ed on bodies of plantain trees and filled with lampions and Ian 
thorns are let loose upon (he stream where the) make a prett) 
effect In a still night. After this they boil wheat with a quantlt) 
of milk and sugar and make a composition which thev givT 
away to the water bearers that the) ma) pronounce a pra)'er 
over this fare which the) deem an offering to Qhadja-qh)d)T or 
(the Lord green) (99) upon whom be peace I This offering which 

(p9) Wlut tbf EptfUi most BUccKnotsbljr csl) in lufli PUmimtn (lod tbb 
b bot iQ htrb or ■ {imnlo EarDpfl)lsMitlila£cU« bat tbs UuxmotfiaisPa adisUt* 
ottht boobs, Tba ratlres can K lad jCtU. Tbe*Q bolts in tiude of colour 
td piper npported bjr a stlcbt btmboo fnmc jist aootifh to ihew the appear- 
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IS of Hindoo origin, was heietofore introduced by that idiot of 
Seradj-ed-dowlah, an ignorant Prince, who knew nothing of 
either religion or rite, and who in the pride of youth and wealth, 
celebrated that festival with a deal of magnificence and ostenta- 
tion He assembled a great number of boats, some of them big 
enough to carry a hundred men, and having filled them with an 
infinity of lampions, and with gardens and parterres of all sorts 


nnce of a boat , and this is supported by the body of some Keld tree, which 
although so soft and jmcy, as to be cut through with a small knife or even with 
the nail, has the faculty of floating The providing at least one such boat, and 
the launching the same, is deemed so obligatory on all the Bengalees, esjecially 
the Mahometans, that the very women, those beings immured the whole year round, 
are no more to be kept under controul, at that festival They sally forth in droves, 
preceded by their boats and by drums and hautboys, and carry their boats to the 
water side, where they are filled with lampions and a variety of coloured fires. 
There they launch them, leaving on the shore some sliced ginger, some raw rice, 
and some keln fruits , and having cried two or three times Qhadja Qhydyr (Lord 
Verdant or green), the piece of devotion is performed, and they retire to their 
homes This festival happens about the middle of September , and this is the 
way of celebrating the same amongst the Mahometans (of Bengal), who cannot give 
any account of either the origin or intent of such an institution The Gentoos 
of Bengal celebrate it likewise, but it is by a rigorous fast of three dajs, where 
the most delicate take only some frmt and water At the end of that fast they, 
come m crowds to the river side, bithe devoutly, shift their clothes, and leave on 
the shore some sliced ginger, S^c, &c, being the fresh productions of the land 
after the inundation of August, an inundation which would destroy the nee 
(although the latter cannot grow but in water), were it to last more thaiT a few 
days This m the Gentoos seems to be a religious ceremony, to thank the Author 
of all plenty, for the fnntfulness of the earth, for the cntical disappearance of the 
waters, and for the subsequent crop of rice, which they had left free, but which 
however is mostly reaped in boats It is observable that neither Gentoos nor ^ 
Mussulmen can give an account of this festival but whoever reflects that it^ looks 
exactly like the festival of lanthorns in China (festival, of which the Chinese can 
give no rational account neither j , whoever remembers that this festival, which the 
author attnbutes to Seraj-ed-dSwlah (who only adopted it) is very ancient in Ben- 
gal (and only in Bengal, e-vclusively of all India) and recollects also that inoculation 
and silk-worms, which are so common all over China, are to be seen only in Bengal 
(and nowhere all over India), a country once conquered by the Chinese about a 
thousand years ago, who knew it under the name of Mandji, a name by which all 
boatmen are known to this day all over Bengal , whoever perpends all those 
scattered branches of knowledge, will not be at a loss to guesS whence came the 
three institutions of inoculation, silk-worms, and the lanthorn Add to this a fourth 
the Chinese have also left in Bengal their very method of constructing boats For 
whereas the Europeans with all India, set first the keel and timbers, and then cover 
the whole with the skin, that is, with the boards, the Bengalees, first of all, make 
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of tnnsparent fir^s he let them loose on the nver whilst 
the shores were as well as the water Ulominated by an infinity 
of fires of vanons colours a sight at which he seemed exceedingly 
delighted Such a whira did not fail to be continued by his 
successors, who tooL care to look upon it as an yearly institution 
and a law inviolable and sacred And of coarse Mubarec-ed 
dQwIah himself could not fail to adopt so wise so useful an 
institution although he 11 not possessed of the thoujiandth part of 
Serad] ed dfinlah a wealth and his servants and officers as ucll 
ns men of the highest rank suffer and go to wreck for a ant of 
their planes and sometfmea for want of the very necessanes 
of life Nevcrthelesfl money and plenty too is found and 
squandered away for such idle senseless expenses and so 
addicted is he to that childish shew that he oversees it liimself 
and makes nothing of spending upon it ten or fifteen thousand 
rupees a year In this as In every other matter, bis ignorance 
and neglect are so notonously known that one half of that sum 
Cs embezzled by the infidelity of bis people and only the other 
half spent tu that and die like childish pastimes , and although 
religion invites to other expenses and every one of bis depend 
ants suffer real distresses for want of being paid their salanes, 
yet he sets apart another sum of five or six thousand rupees 
for performing the rites of the Divaaly (100) which is a festival 
of Ocotoo institution the pnnapai nte of which is thi 
that people send to each other for their children a number of 
simulachres made of clay or sugar or of a composition of sugar 
and meal uhlch is cast In imitation of men and beasts so as to 
represent a v'anety of actions and postures They arc to be 
found ready made in the shops As for the HSU (loi) itself it 
IS again a festival of Hindoo institution but held so sacred 

Dp the frvne wd fifore th« boat vitb boanb it>d fiaUh It totalljr aod then 
only pot In the rib*, beam*, kc^ Stc 

Qbad^a qhjdjr (or tbe Lord Verdant) U the oanM onder which the Prophet 
EJlth, deemed alire by the hlaboroetaDs, b known all over the 

(too) Tbe DIrabn, I* which all kind* of xame*, riKfa ai haxard, dice &c. 
are permitted, teem* to be a wbe initlhitlon. The lefblator atuble to rettrrio 
ahocether the propenilty to irambliaa, haaahat It up wllhia thoM three day* of 
the Dhratee. 

(loi) The HSn ha* been described more than once. /Ae aWei dp 

0nd nj »f Vtluwu / 
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amongst our delicate Grandees, and so very obligatory, that they 
never fail to spend a deal of money in da,nc^rs, and such kind 
of spectacles, and especiallv, in malting presents to low people, 
who, at such a particular time, are in possession of acknowledging 
those fa\ ours by the liberty of giving to the dopors, as well as 
to each other, a great deal of abusive and shameful language, and 
that too, not in obscure terms, but in the broadest and coarsest 
language, and by naming everything by its proper term, without 
any regard to rank, station, or decency ( q 2) fn one of these 
HSlies I happened to be at Moorshood-abad, when Mubarec-ed- 
dowlah was circumcising his children a ceremony in which he 
spent thirty-seven thousand rupees in clothes and presents to 
his slave -girls, to his favourite women, to principal eunuchs, 
and to those of his mother, Babboo-begum , and all tips, w^hilst 
the screams and complaints of his creditofs were rending the 
air It w'as remarked that amongst a|! thpse he so compliment- 
ed, he had been sedulous iq distinguishing one Saader-mend- 
qhan. Overseer of the household of that Pripcess hje received 
a rich paleky, an aigrette, and a serpitch or circlet, all of jewel- 
work, with a rich jewel called calghy, a chaplet of pearls, and 
several other articles, to the great w'onder of everyone, w'ho could 
not understand w'hat business an eunuch could possibly have in 
such feasts as these about a circumcision , nor wdiat such might)' 
services (103) he could ha\ e performed, that should intitle him 

(102) Should we observe that in the H8I1 people disguise themselves, throw 
dust at each other, and that the politest people syringe coloured waters at each 
other’s faces and clothes , that servant are then allowed to do or say what they 
please , and that nothing is more common than to see them, and especially the 
chair-men carry upon their shoulders, in burlesque pomp, and much laughable 
ceremony, an-old man with all the insignia of grandeur and sovereignty, rendered 
ridiculous and extravagant , we should be apt to think that this festival has passed 
from the Indians to the Persians and Lydians, (which two nations appear to have 
had but one language and one religion), and from the latter to the Tuscans, and 
at last to the Romans, whose Saturnaha need no description 

(103) Had the author been more prying and inquisitive, or possibly less impress- 
ed with an idea of the gravity of his history, he would have easily learned what mighty 
services stout eunuchs can render to immured Ladies , although indeed it was impro- 
per to publish them to the world by conferring so much extra distinction on the per- 
formers It IS certain that Indian eunuchs, although totally and completely so, con- 
trive to afford a variety of consolations to sequestrated Ladies , and as certain that 
Indian Ladies come in time to acquire such a relish for such kinds of intimacies, 
that they conceive a disrelish to all other modes This is so far true, that we have 
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to such high favours aod to so much dlsUncUoD But this is 
not the only thoughtless expense of Mubarec-ed dfiwiah There 
are many more, and more indeed than can be numbered, should 
A\e take into the account the high salaries pnid to a number 
of singers and dancers, to whose abilities as much re pect and 
regard is shewn to-daj as was ever paid in times of ) ore to 
men of learning and of north by the former Sovereigns and 
Emperors of Hindosfnn But no wonder in that since Mubnrec 
ed dSwlah himself is become one of them at least, he is a sdiolar 
to some of those dancers and singers (104) Justly at that time 
^here arnved at Moorshood abad one of those dancers and 
storytellers He was son of one Sheriff-<jhan a famous storj 
teller and dancer who had been superintendent of the people 
of that profession in the service of All dja mir casaera qhan 
such was the pedigree of that mighty personage Imrae<hatpl) 
a house was provided for him as if he had been some man of 
Importance a high salary was assigned for Itls expenses and a 
rich Persian sabre (toj) which doubtless had cost no less than 
a large sum of money vns presented to him together with n 
couple of shaw Is fit for a Prince without reckoning some other 
rich presc nls and be was held m as much honour and estimitlon 

B bag's lui th« Camow miktrsM o( N*vaaUh>mahmed qbi continae to lire 
thirty jaan tcgelber with oae euaoch with whom sb« >ud contracted an i timacy 
doling her lord I fe'Ume And thrra are to tbb d y at LucLoow two pretty rliton, 
who hare ng eed to abar* amo gst themael es the peraon of a young etmoch oo 
wbom they had ca-xt tbd eyei^ whllit they were yet Jp djah'ed>dowlah a Seraglln 
Some ycnog womeo, wbo aaw them at a wedding barl g mUIed the atsten o the 
oddby of their tailea, a d eveo cracked a luadona double mlendef o tbetr coonec- 
Uoo were at ooce alkoced by a form dable aiuwer qoaJIy I getiloits and (roe 
whirh made a great effect oo the company but which Boghih pap-jr w^u'd not boar 

(104) DancI g and t! glog ia an occompllahment all orer Per^a n d Ta k«y 
amo gat Ladles and In T rker performing opon aome ljutrament A wotiin who 
shoald bar do akiU le at least one of them w nM be deemed 111 edneated a d 
ckiwntsfa (a fodia both dancing and alaglag are I ifrely confiDed to profeaslonal 
aoroeo which abbougb not alwaya prosHtutek, ar bowerer repoteJ mch being 
equally railed to pierform I companlca of men a well to lo fhoM of women. This 
Is the etke both In (edla and Pcnla with regard to aorneo dsocera hot In TarLey 
they hare th misfortune lo admit amoogit mn none bat daodagboys It mo t 
be obaerred here that, altboegfa al glog and Iperfomilnj nd di dng ar q^mnl 
acctrapllshments both lo Persh and Tnricay it h only for women foe amo 
men dancing would be deemed an Inf my and It Is tbe same lo Ind i 

(105) There are plain Persian LI des thrt will fetchj^oo R pees 
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ab any of Ihe nobility, and indeed in a great deal more, being 
exceedingly carebsed and courted 

So much bad example has had no influence on his motlui, 
Babboo-btgum , and that Princess, although originally a dancer 
herself, and of a dancing family, is by no means intoxicated 
with the fumes of elevation and wealth On the contrary, it is 
remarkable that she never speaks to \vomen of distinction, but 
with modesty and deference , and that sensible of the advantages, 
which nobilit}' and high descent are possessed of above the other 
ranks in life, she makes it a point to shew' to persons of that 
description every marie of distinction and honour in her pow'er 
If to those valuable qualifications be added the high regard, and 
tender gratitude, she constantly pays to those of her owm family, 
and the attention she constantly shew's to all her relations what- 
ever, and even to any person she remembers to have once known, 
to all w'hom she is exceedingly complaisant and generous , the 
w'hole of such a character W'lll form a ^ery amiable person 

Much may be said likewise, in piaise of Menny-begum, 
step-mother to the young Navvab It is observable, that although 
she w'as once a dependant of Babboo-begum, and a slave-girl 
to that Princess’s mother, who introduced her to Mir-djafTer- 
qhan’s bed, yet she enjoys a pre-eminence, and a priority in 
that office, over that t’rincess herself, who w'as known to that 
General but afterwards She is a w'oman of much sense and 
spirit, but haughty and over-bearing , although at the same 
time, she proves so steady and stiff, in supporting and protect- 
ing her officers and friends, that she cannot be brought to 
dismiss any one she has taken into her service, unless indeed 
he be guilty of some enormous misdemeanour Her conduct in 
other respects is alw'ays regular, and her liberalities always 
rational I remember, on that subject, an anecdote that does 
her a great deal of honour I was just landed at Moorshood- 
abad, when it happened that one' of the women, attached to the 
service of the Princesses, her daughters, stopped short in the 
preparatives she was making to marry an only child On 
notice of this failure, Menny-begum sent her immediately seventy 
or eighty Mohurs (106), wnth a quantity of necessaries , and it 
is in the like manner she has raised Itbar-aaly-qhan, an eunuch, 


(106) A Mohur IS more than a double Guinea 
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from the loweal distress to the height of afiBuencc and power 
and has lilcdwisc conferred nches and favours upon Hekim 
askery, her body phyataan %\lthoat seemingly intending to lay 
him under any obligation Nor are the^e instances of generosity 
few in number Indeed there arc so many of them that it 
is become a standing observation that whoever has been so 
lock} as to get into her semce, 13 sore to have found a true 
receipt for the pbiiosophical stone Such a man has from tliat 
moment turned his back for ever from the door of the avariaoos 
and he is for ever secured against the unfeeling look of the hard 
hearted If to so many qualihcadons, she could add some 
sneetncfis of temper and some condescension in her behanour 
and would she place at the head of her affairs a wise man by 
whose counsels she could consent to be advised she would 
indeed prove an incomparable woman 

At, those two Pnneesses of whom we have )ust spoke have 
had similar intimacies and similar connectiODb with Mabmed 
reaa qhan his name comes naturally after theirs This nobleman 
of whom mention has been made more tlian once m these sheets, 
has a very slngnlar character Although well btricken in years 
and as such supposed to liave seen mneh of the world, never 
theless be is blunt and Ibougbtless nor does he in hu words 
pay a snfGcient attebtion to what he is about, or to those that 
overhear him \ad on the other hand, he does not seem to 
ba>e right nobotis about troth and falsehood nor does he seem 
vciy sensible of the different consequents whicli the} never foil 
to produce As to his morab they say that some years ago, 
when he had the absolute direction of the Revenue office, os 
well as of everything ebe 10 Bengal, he shcwed^Jlhe utmost 
disregard to every matter of chaatity and decorum still less 
dio he know the value of men of learniug and menu Un 
mmdful of his own rank alihuugl) so full of himself lie passes 
much of his time in pbying at cards and dice and makes 
nothing wbto In company, of talking much and in rebUng 
during whole hours together stones which be has picked up In 
andent times and books without once minding the ignorance 
and unadequateness of bis audience It is singular that whilst 
he proposes hb ownsclf for pattern to his dilldrcn ho lives 
meanwhile like a thorougli spendllirilt and although ho is 
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provided with an ample estate (107), and man) other emoluments, 
he manages so well by being always busy in building, and per- 
petually adding to his houses and places, (of which he has 
already loo many), that he contrives to be constantly in debt, 
and eternally borrowing a management that keeps him ahvays 
needy, and ahvays embarrassed Unable through whim and 
thoughtlessness to set some bounds to his prodigalities, he 
IS ever ready to snap at wdiatever he tan hook in, either by 
borrowing or otherwise , and above all, careless and unmindful 
of the necessity of payment Hence w^e see him eternally 
dunned by his creditors It is in this manner he has provided 
to himself a bad character, and he is become a standing-stock 
for the curses and imprecations of mankind His children, 
in imitation of their father’s pride, think themselves equal 
or even superior in rank, to every one, and also better Nor 
do they think it con sonant to their exalted rank to speak to 
men of distinction and high pedigrees, with that modesty 
and that deference wdiich is agreed to in good companies , nor 
do they seem to be scrupulous in matters of decorum But 
w'hat is singular, these two hopeful sons of his, although actually 
suffering from scarcity of money and straightness of influence, 
are no less proud and haughty in their behaviour , indeed they 
are haughty to an excess Their whole housOhold does not 
consist of more than a hundred people of all sorts , nor can they 
afford to go abroad with ittote thin thirty or forty , “and Oven 
these, fot w'attt of being paid their arrears, pass their time in 
suffering famine and in sobbing It is in the middle of such a 
court of famished wretches, that those hopeful noblemen firmly 
believe themselves equal to Assef-dja(io8), and have such high 
notions of themselves, that they think it a sin to bow the head 
of modesty and civility to any man (109), or to go to visit any 
one , and although he should be of an illustrious family, they think 

(107) About eighty thousand jibunds sterling a year 

(108) Assef-dja, aliUs Niiam-el-rtiulk, possessing all the rich countries that 
extend from the river Nerbeda to Ope Comorin, bad an income of ten millions ster- 
ling , and this in acbnfitry where grain is five or six times cheaper than in England 

(109) The Indian salute consists in putting the fingers and palrti of the right 
hand, (and never that of the left which is reserved for uses of cleanliness) to the 
forehead, so as to cross it vertically, inclining the body at the same time , and there 
are many niceties in nfaking such a sklute, and many more in returning it, or, as iS 
the Indian phrase, in taking up. 
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It a reflection upon themselves whilst at the same lime, the small 
ness of their means and income is such that thev hi\e not one 
gentleman to attend them and to keep them company Hence 
lhe\ are desirous of seeing their houses frcquented(i lo) and 
this IS so far true that whenever any one chance^ to fall m their 
hands they lay hold of him, and detain him so long by prolonging 
the conversation that he is read) to lose his temper \\'lth 
all this they will not suffer any one to smoke his Horca(i 1 1) 
in their presence, nor to ease hia legs b) (i i i) altering his respect 
ful postore On all these accounts the few that freqnent their 
houses are discontented but no man of rank chooses to go there 
ft IS not so with Mahmed hobs^in qhan cider brother to 
Mahmed reza qlian He is a benevolent learned man and an 
able Physician and his son Mahmed reky qhan who has es 
poused one of Mahmed r«a qhan s daughters is a young man 
well bred and of a good disposition as well as capable of holding 
a conversation with men of sense and abiliti es Bend aal) qbah, 
son to the Physician Aaly nack) qhan and of coorse cousin to 
Mahmed reza>qhan to whom be has been further allied of late 
by marrying his daughter is a young man who although verj 
much of the same temper and disposition with the young men 
of Hiodostao is not void of some good qualities nor does he 
assume such lofty airs as do most pertons of that family He 


(i 10) All thm Sbictor^ «re mocb UahxnH ma-qhu, when be 

pleoei, Is certaialj « coid ol i^rekt veoM bit elder loo Bebrun-djqpf Is dow 
dad (1797) bat ba 70UD|;«r mo DiUrer-djoDf a alire, has two or three 
cbildrrti and forems Us father's booseliold oor does the Istter coimime dov 
his dme at cards aod at ftieh pasdates. This second toe Is bandsotnelj fester 
ed, and so was his elder As for the father bis chest is 00 broad, his bodj so 
ertet, his tone of roice so ceiy krad and his eyta so rer^ full of fire at the a;^ of 
saverUj that be seems to tuve jet tbirt/ jears to lira 

(III) The Hoccs or as the Eo^Dsh cal) it the Hoocaw has been meetiooed 
more than once 

(fia) The lespntfa] poftorefrom Coestsotinople to Tebet when srtlin^ I to 
Imed dcrwtL, and to beod both onder ones tcii^ Mas that tbsj sbooid touch 
tbs {Toaod, and then to lean the hams upon them so as that the soles of lbs fest 
khoold be tamed opsrard* Thb postorr wMcfa is M rerj paJnfsI to a Earopesa 
b become so sTTj sosjr to the Oiieatals that thej sdll all sneraJ hoars aithout 
strffmnf aoy IncommodJty from h. The famUtar postore Is to h « ss that the 
lep shosdd rrtm each other onder the hams ssfatch behind ars leialrYg on the 
graond. This latter posture it called or four corners th other la 

called w two cornsra. 
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IS fond of the compan} of gentlemen, and lives upon good terms 
with them As to the other persons and dependants of that 
family, they all copy their master, and seem perfect strangers to 
the fear of God, ''as well as quite indifferent to the acquisition of 
a good character And now after having misapplied some of 
our time in giving an idea of the man set up b}' the English at 
the head of these countiics, it becomes highly pioper to atone 
foi (hat excursion, by saying something of the English them- 
selves, as well as of their India Company 

The word Company signifies in English an assembly of 
some men, and on that account, even amongst Militar}\men, a 
certain number of soldiers, is called a Company And formeilj' 
a hundred Musqueteers constituted a Company , but now only 
seventy-five form a Company, whose chief man is called a 
Sobahdar The Commander of twenty is a Djematdar, or a 
NiCic , of ten or twelve, a Havaleh-dar , and of six, and Amaldar 
Ten Sobahdars wnth their men form a Paltan (i 13), and the Com- 
mander of these ten Sobahdars is called a Comidan(Commandant) , 
but every Paltan with its men and officers is under the orders of 
an English Captain, who has the power of confirming, dismiss- 
ing, and appointing the officers, as well as of bringing others in 
their stead , of disciplining the men, and of giving them their 
pay, with a turbant, a coat, and a sash or girdle , of repairing 
their arms, of examining them , and of giving them new’^ ones 
All that IS in the Captain’s office, who, in the command of this 
single Paltan, has many benefits, which amount to a good 
Djaghir or landed estate 1 14) , so that whenever a Commander 
IS inclined to oblige a Captain, he gives him a Paltan, else, the 
officer remains with his particular pay. as a simple Captain (115), 
and u'aits for the moment of being appointed to such a command 
As to those European warriors that come frofn their country, if 
they be vile and low born, they are first turned into soldiers, to be 
afterw^ards advanced to the office of Sergeants. Now a Sergeant 
has a command in disciplining the men, and in keeping them in 
order But amongst their gentlemen and men of the better 

(I13) This word is a corruption of the English one Plattoon, which comes 
from the French Pelotton clusters 

1 114) To about two thousand Rupees per month, and some say, to the double 

(115) The paj of Captain of Infantr} in the field iS abo\e three hundred 
half croi\ns, and some that are in office, have a great deal more 
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sort the first rank is tliat of Ensign which word is to be written 
with the ^/ly Barraounted by a Kesra as i5 the sin by a fetah 
^ quiesctnt After that, they became Loftununs and after Uiat 
Captains The next rank is that of Major ^hc next after it 
IS that of Cormi after which comes that of Gernai (General^ 
which IS the highest rank to which Military men can pretend to 
The gentlemen liken ise other than the Mililary nho are in high 
offices and employments have amongst themselves degrees of 
scmcc and rank which have not come minutely to my knowledge 
but the whole of them collectively ju-e called Cjrrtfwix (i i6) 
TTie rapks and degrees of both corps arc reckoned by seniont} 
of time and by priority of rank so that whoever has got soon 
est into the service has an advance upon the others and who 
ever has got into it latest is later in station and preferment 
likewise And thos they follow each other in order nor can a 
junior servant pretend to the preferment of a senior, unless 
some link shonld happen to get loose from the chain and this 
cannot be the case but only by a demise by reslgoatloD of the 
service or by a dismission for sdme fault or misdemeanour in 
this manner so toon as this one is got out of the chain the 
others follow of course and advance by one degree in their 
respective classes irlthout Deeding an) mtreat) or application 
for that purpose and if three or four happen to go out at a 
time bj so many degrees do their junior* become at once nd 
vanerd So that it is possible that in the Military Ime lor in 
sCaocc, a Loftonun ('fieuteoant) mthout bccommg a Giptafn 
may at well as a Major become at once a Colonel and this 
barely by the departure of his senior it la the same in the 
corps called of wnlcr* The Companj itself that bodj which 
DOW under the name of Divan of the provinces of Bengal Bahar 
and Oressa possesses m lad ihe sovereigoly and dominions of 
those conntnes as well os that of most of the coasts and port 
tonus of India, is composed of a nurab«r of nch and creditable 
Englishmen of the countrj of England, inhabitants of the city 
of London, whidi is the Cdpital of the English King*. These 

{IlflJ Tbe •othor tskes this tron) to be EofUib for Writer* or Cbrit*. Cerr 
m/ h ID Anbic irord bet ewd oeijrct the Cout and it If stfifulAr tb*t 

oar author fboeld kfiov u^tblnx of IL However h I* keowD In CalmtU aadrr (kit 
ilfBlficjfloB. nKboetfc*!! over IIlDdoftaDtbejhSTenocther word for Ibat profewlo* 
bot that of'>%rri’«wM «rbkh fa Pertfan,»od that of MArir which fa Arable 
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in the beginning were a number of wealthy merchants, who 
having got themselves authorized by the Council of their country, 
and by the Ministers of their King, commenced trading and 
merchandising in the kingdoms of Hindostan , and as they soon 
became knowing and intelligent in that branch of trade, they 
kept it going on by admitting from year to year into their body 
their 'Own children and heirs, or any one else that would apply 
These last also became Company, which they are to this day 
And ‘they went on trading and commercing, until the throne 
of Bengal chanced to be occupied by Seradj-ed-dowlah , and as 
that Prince’s able government, and military talents, and political 
qualifications happened to be inherited to the full by his successor 
and kinsman, Mir-djaaffer-qhan, and by his Minister, Radja 
D818b-ram , there is nothing strange in those merchants having 
found the means of becoming masters of this countr}^ and nothing 
so wonderful in their having in the sequel availed themselves of 
the imbecility of some Hindostany Sovereigns, equally proud and 
Ignorant, to turn conquerors, and to rise to such a pitch of strength 
and influence, as to become in that vast region a preponderant 
power, that outweighs and overawes all the Sovereigns of India 
They are so powerful even in Europe, that the Sovereigns of that 
nation, whom these people call K^ng^ although absolute in his 
commands, cannot give them an order, without the advice and 
consent of his Council, and that of the nation , and if he should 
venture so far, the order w'ould not pass the seals, and uould 
remain unexecuted 

The Members of his Conncil are Omrahs, or great Lords of 
that land , but the Council of the nation is composed of a number 
of persons, w'hich tlie principal inhabitants of every city and 
towm of that land have chosen amongst themselves, some one, 
and some two, and whose attachment and knowledge they have 
approved So that those chosen men are entrusted w'llh the 
concerns of the whole, and become the Advocates and Attorneys 
of those by whom they are sent All these assemble in the 
Capital, where they immediately turn their attention tow'ards 
the public accounts , and then occasionally examine whatever 
business happens to offer, or wdiatever is proposed by the 
Sovereign, and his Council, as objects likely in their opinion to 
become beneficial to themselves, to the senders, and to the 
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people in general fhey weigh and examine it carefully 
amongst themselres and when it hasibeen approved by them 
it i*? from that moment willingly admitted and obeyed as law 
by nil the inhabitants of the land and in ^ucb a manner 
that whatever those Attonie>s have approved of as beneSaal 
and intimated accordingly to the senders is immediately pat in 
exeCDtJon by them with all their might, and all their heart nor 
IB there an instance of their having ever covered themselves 
with any excuse or pretence whatever An admirable institution 
this, extremely useful and beuefioal and an excellent rule 
whjch •these people have contrived for themselves! It is 
capable so productive of order I Here in India, as well as in 
England these people are guided by Iboae luititutious, and keep 
them amougit themselves but only amongst themselves for 
as yet in what concerns the welfare of the people of these conn 
tnes, and in all revenue matters relative to these provinces 
they trust to what rules and coostrtulioni they have heard of 
here and to whatever instructions they may have received from 
Mootsuddiea (117) and officers of their own appointing These 
they have already committed to their books, and they bare made 
of them so many rules to distinguish right from wrong bot the 
reason why such a custom has breu instituted and what might 
be its cause and ground these are matters which they never dis- 
cover themselves nor ever ask of others or If they comprehend 
anything in them they willmgly counterfeit ignorance, without 
any one s being ab/c fo guess wbat they mean by caanterfeitiag 
that Ignorance. In sliort as the gates of communication nnd 
intercourse are shut up betwixt the men of this land and those 
strangers u ho are become their masters and these Istlrr con 
stantl} express an averjtom to the seexety 0/ Indiens, and m 
disdain against conversing with them hence both parties remain 
ignorant of each other s state and drrumstanecs It is true that 
a small number indeed of natives arc in the service of the Mem 
bers of the Committee and of the Collectors of the six Distnets 
but those are not such a sort of men as can expose their own re 
quests, or represent what nin^ conduce to the welfare and ease 
of the subjects still less are tlic} capible to point out such re 
gulations as might couduce fo the prospcrilv of the land and of 

(1 17I IVo-m« employed In revooae maHer 
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" Its inliabUants \ti(J on the otln r hand, '* nof o>:c of ihc English 
Gcntlcvicr ofn' ntc/niotion ot n/iv ichsJtfo) ihc company 

’"of ihc Gen f /linen of i/.ti coun/ty, ot ft on: Iisfcntng to Hit con- 
" vit xaiiot' , ot to f/ir xtoi :c^ of t/.c natives, although nothing 
” hut comet nation, tt /the/} to put ttt the poivet of sotnevti tuous, 
ut// r/tfo^ed tnor., to /earn what aehe^ these poor natives, 
"and what might giz<e them tc/tef, and nothing but intcr- 
‘ ' course uou/d t naldc Inn to ttansmit such ustful hints to 
’’ Goiett.nu nt as might eondtac to the uc/fate of the disttcsscd 
n.hahi/ants of this land ' It is therefore \\ilh a mow to 
promote so desirable an end, that \\c ha\ e attempted in ^thc 
following sheets to shew how managed the ancient So\ercigns 
of tins countr), those Princes so renowned for the cquilj of 
their Gorcrnmenl, and what object thc\ had in \icw. whcne\cr 
the> set up such and such practice, and such and such custom ; 
what advantage thc\ intended by each of them, and what benefit 
the\ had in fact received We shall point out likewise what their 
late successors intend b) certain institutions and rules of their 
own, set up of late under pretence of putting the ancient ones 
in force, and how' the sc have disguised their own intentions in 
the e)es of the public, b\ masking their intentions All those 
matters arc exposed here to the best of our abilities and power , 
so that with a little aitcntion one might obtain, in these humble 
leaves, a full knowledge on those unknown or misunderstood 
subjects This at least is our aim and intention , and w e hope that 
wuth the assistance of the Sov'crcigpi Bestovv'er of Graces, good 
shall at some future period succeed evil, and that the afflicted 
people of God shall at last find pity in the heart of their Rulers, 
and come to enjoy some relief from their sufferings. In com- 
pliance, therefore, with the sentence of the Holy Writ, that who- 
ever induces others to good, promotes hits own welfare, we shall 
endeavour to point out the right w^ay , and may God grant that 
we may all see it ' Amen 
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eternally tlmayted by majorities sent from home —Fifth cause^ 
the subo) dinate ; tilers do not stay long enough in their employs 
— Benignity and tenderness of the Indian Emperors to the 
conquet ed — The nafutal insociableness of the English, as well 
as the inacccssibleness of their rulers, produces the first cause 
of the declension of these countries — The second is, the 
diffeience of language, manners, and way of life — I he third 
IS, the endless var lations and mutations in posts of trust and 
impor tance — Slowness of proceedings in the Supreme Council, 
IS the fourth — Differences in giving audience between the 
benignity and condescension of the ancient native rulers, 
and the superciliousness, and r oughness of the pr eserit ones, 
IS the fifth — The sixth is, the rapacity of the Enfiish, who 
engr’oss all the trade of the country , ver y different in that 
from their native Princes, who left all those livelihoods to the 
subjects — Fifty thousand Cat airy, and ninety thousand Infantry 
kept up in only these three pr evinces — I he seventh cause is, in 
the exor bitant powers left to Zemindars, a race deemed incorrigi- 
ble 111 all ages — Eighth reason, the slowness of proceedings in the 
Council of Calcutta, and in the subordinate Councils — The 
ninth IS, that wr'ong custom of giving employments and offices 
by seniority of rank — Tenth, partiality of the English to their 
own countrymen — Eleventh, establishment of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature of Calcutta — Twelfth, the English decide 
in their closets, what ought not to be decided only in public 

Nothing is clearer in itself, or better understood by men 
of intelligence and penetration, than that the gradation of 
climates is such, that every tract of land has properties of its 
own, which have been denied to others In other words, that in 
consequence of some hidden causes, in a certain tract of land, 
the diversity of the soil produces immancably a diversity in the 
genius of the inhabitants, and that this diversity is so self- 
evident, that the man of perspicuity needs no discourse or argu- 
ment to be convinced of it, and indeed, were all soils and 
lands of one and the same nature, that astonishing difference in 
the colour of the inhabitants, and in the fruits, metals, waters, 
plants, and animals, so conspicuous everywhere, would not be 
constant and permanent in every tract of land Amongst so 
many climes and so many lands, India looks the strangest 



country on the face of the earth Whether we cast our eyes on 
the actions and practices of the inhabitants or consider the in 
stitutions and maxims by which they are restrained and ruled 
nothing In the world bears so evident marks of strangeness, and 
nothing under Heaven is so completely dissimilar from what 
\vo see m other countries. This Is so far true that unless the 
Sovereign turn his inclinations towards a management adapted 
to the climate and country, no steady Government can be 
expected nor Is it possible that the ease and prosperity of the 
inhabitants or the peaceand tranqnllhty of the country should 
take place Now as this climate in consequence of its being 
under the influence of Saturn is dominated by that planet, 
hence most of its inhabitants are feeble In action and slow in 
comprehension and withal prove so very feeble m the frame 
of their bodies, that they have been constanty subdued by 
foreign conquerors and vanquished by foreign armies But 
however, so tenacious were at all times the vanquished of their 
own tenets and customs that the victors soon found themselves 
uuder a necessity of assimilating witlr them and so soon as 
these mighty conquerors bad acquired a firm foobng in these 
countries and the violence and extortions inseparable from a 
state of warfare slaughter and confusion came to be over, their 
very first thought was always to quiet the minds of the inhabi 
tants, and to afford them relief by always becoming their pro- 
tcctan in whatever concerned their irres fortunes honors and 
families They used to call op ail the abilities of the laud to their 
sides, would give them weight and consequence and prepose 
Vezirs and Orarahs of the country to the management of tbdr 
own affairs In consequence of sneb a conduct, each Individual 
high or low finding an easy access to the Pnnees and to their 
Ministers (i 1 8) used to meet with opportunities of shewing 

(liS) Stioold ve listen to tlie books nd rebtioni foinul la Earope, ve ihonkl 
be apt to think thit tbe Princes of tbs EUst art a set of inaccessible men. etenujij' 
that Dp sritUe tbe walls of their palaces. This accasatloo li broa^ht by no others 
than those who hare nerer teen bat the stores of India aod Dercr had an/ opporta 
nltj to approach either Prince or Minister The fact, howersr is that there are 
DO Prioccs and no Ministers on the face of earth ao accessible, and iwm so iocEned 

to pot up wHh the monaora, the reproaches, and eeen the foal lufufe of tbdr 

dlsappolated suftors. \\e hare no idea of nch condescension fo Earope Ced 
Aaddrmmiwint ftaid a man to thn f«nK« Mlr<«Jtni'qh*n) «A/n ffi 
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what business he was particularly fit for , so that those Princes, 

who were naturally endowed with penetration, and had their 

minds exercised in the art of conjecture, soon found out the 

capacity and fitness of every one, and soon preposed him to a 

business adequate to his talents and abilities , whilst themselves, 

standing above them all as so many overseers, attended to the 

regulation of affairs, to the tranquillity and ease of the country and 

its inhabitants, and to the promoting of men of penetration and 

knowledge ; which last never failed, after a proper trial of their 

abilities and virtuous dispositions, to be advanced to offices of trust 

and dignity Hence those Princes lived amongst their people^and^ 

amongst their nobles, as kind and condescending parents amongst 

their children , nor did they suffer the dust of sorrow to darken the 

heart of any of the cieatures of God, by a show of tenderness Pences love 

their people, 

to one part of the people, and of rudeness to the other For they as fond pa- 
looked upon them all, whether conquerors or conquered, with ch"wren 
an equal eye ; so that for several ages together, down to the times 
of Shan-djehan, everything in Hindostan was quietness, love, 
and harmony It is only since the times of Aoreng-zib-Aalem- 
ghir, his son, a Prince extremely warlike and ambitious, that 
evils have crept upon the land But yet these were light 
matters, for such were the abilities, prowess, and strictness of 
government under that leign, that the established rules and 
institutions did not suffer any considerable injury from the 
wickedness of the turbulent Grandees , nor did the people of 
God meet with much oppression in the civil w’ars, during which 
it never ceased to be protected and cherished The mam evil 
resulting from his time was this, that to make a diversion in the 
minds of the people, to the ill renown of ingratitude and hard- 
ness of heart, w'hich he had acquired by killing his brothers, and 
keeping his father in prism, he had assembled the Ecclesiastics 

such an one as you for a Ruler The Nawab overheard him, and all his Court ex- 
pressed some" indignation ' Wh^ so P (said the Prince) this man has lost his cause, 
and IS out of his senses, and you w on’t let him exhale himself in abuse!’’ The 
Emperors of Hindostan used to give public audience twice a weel , and were imitat- 
ed by all their Lieutenarts and Governors Whereas the charge of inaccessibleness 
brought against Europeans by their Indian subjects, is founded on matter of fact, 
and on daily experience, although, after all, the charge is exaggerated , nor do 
they observe that an ordinary Englishman has more writing, and more business of 
his o\\n to go through, than any two Navvabs of India put together 
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about Ills person, and had given them such unbounded sway 
that the populace complimented him with the titles of the 
Fatthful Emperor^ ever vtctonoui and the constant Chertsher 
of Rehgton Bat those hypocntes no sooner saw themselves at 
the head of affairs than their avancc and cmetousness gave 
rise to such a train of evils, as shed even now their baleful in 
fluence on these countries, continuing to pour rum and devosta 
tion on the posterity of the Faithful a re\olution uhich has 
been sucanctly mentioned at the end of our first volume, where 
our narrative gives the history of the latter Emperors of Hmdo 
stap Matters grew worse m the reign of Ferdh syur who was 
a nothing without brains In his time Ratan chund Divan to 
S^yd-abdollaU qhsn then omnipotent under the name of Veiir 
got so far possession of hia master’s mind that he governed the 
whole Empire, and drove from the helm or disgusted entire!) 
those very Grandees and Ministers that had supported its honor 
and glory in the time of Aoreng iib Jlien commenced the 
custom of leasing out all the branches of the Finance office and 
ail the dlstncU and lands of the Impenal demesnes 7*ben 
bribing men Into compliance became of fashion and of current 
use and sluggish people addicted to their ease thinking it a 
good fortune to gel at once so much assured money made no 
difficult) to sacnfice the sweat of the people of God and the 
toil of the helpless farmer to the rapacity of lease takers tax 
gatherers and contractors It n from those times that must be 
dated the sinking of rcnl^ the decrease of husbandry the distrein 
of the people and their detestation ol Ibeir Rulers, TTiese evils 
went on Increasing from da) to day till at last the office of 
Cai) or Judge and than of Sadr or of Great Almoner with man) 
other Magiitralures came to be put up publicly to sale so that 
the people skilled in Jaw and m mailers of distributive jusUce 
cntircl) disappeared from the land nor was anything else thought 
of but how to bring money to hand by an) means whatever 
This, and thl< alone bvcaime the utmost ambition of oil ranks 
and espeaally of the hypocntes amongst the men that meddled 
vith law It was in such an enfeebled state of the Empire that 
lucre arose n new sort of mco worse than the former who so 
far from setting up for paltcms of piety and virtue, or pretending 
to shew the right way to othcri squandered aiva) the lues and 
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properties of the poor with so much barefacedness, that other 
men, on beholding their conduct, became bolder and bolder, and 
practised the worst and ugliest actions, without fear or remorse , 
so far are they from thinking it a shame or an infamy to imitate 
and follow' such examples From those men sprung .in infinity 
of c\il-doers, who plague the Indian world, and giind the face of 
the wretched inhabitants Those men having in process of time 
assembled in bodies, (here arose an age of senseless, slothful 
Princes, and of Grandees, ignorant and nu ddling Tin n it was 
that the Sun of Justice and Equitj, that had already been verging 
from the meridian, inclined dowtnvards, dtgree by degree, and 
at last entirely set in the Occident of ignorance^ imprude-sce, 
violence, and civil wars It is in consequence of these excesses, 
that evils are arisen to such a height, as render a remedy 
impossible It is in consequence of such w retched administr itions, 
that ever} part of Hindia has gone to ruin, and every one of its 
discouraged inhabitants have broken their hearts Life itself is 
become disgustful to most So that, on comparing the present 
times with the past, one is apt to think that the w'orld is 
overspread with blindness, and that the earth is totally over- 
w'helmed w'lth an everlasting darkness 

Amidst the strange events which these revolutions have 
brought about, the introduction of European foreigners, in the 
heart of the land, is an important one The wise men of Europe 
have been casting their eyes upon the conquest of India, and ha\e 
contrived to achieve great part of that conquest, having alre.id} 
acquired an absolute dominion in seieral tracts But such is 
the complete difference, and the tot.il dissimilarity betwixt the 
manners cf their own country, and the customs and usages of 
Hindostan, that all the endeavours of their chief Ruleis, and all 
the resorts they have put in mution, have answ'erecl no purpose 
at all , nor has the face of regulation in the country, and of ease 
to the inhabitants, made its appearance as yet But, over and 
above those considerations, it may be said with great truth, that 
such 7S the aversion which the English openly shew foi the con- 
pany of the natives^ and such the disdain which they bet) ay for 
them, that no love^ and no coalition (two articles, which, b} the 
bye, are the principle of all union and attachment, and the source 
of all regulation and settlement) can take root between the 
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conquerors and the conquered and aa ue «ee that the very 
reverse is actually taking place so we may rest assured that the 
distresses of the people 'ind thi depopulation and desertion of 
the land will go hand in hand until they are come to their height, 
and the desolation is become complete and general Such a 
slate of things may be deduced from several causes, which I 
hope to be able graduall) to unfold And the firvt is that these 
new Rulers are quite alien to this country both in customs and 
manners and quite strangers to the methods of raising tribute 
as well as to the maxims of estimating the revenues or of com 
prchcnding the ways of tax gathering becaosc in their countrj 
a Lahdlord or Zemindar p'^ying Roval rent from year to year to 
the public treasury is a being that has no existence Taxes and 
imposts upon husbandry and land Soobadaries Fodjdanes, 
Qhalissas and Djagbirs are not customary In tliat country As 
much as I can trust to the information I have obtained from in 
telligent persons amongst them It appears that they take some 
thing by way of duty from coaches and from windows of 
hooS’es from plate and other vessels of gold and silver, and 
from merchandise and that they differ widely from the customs 
of this country In the modv of giving salaries to the servants 
of Government and to those tliat are at the head of affairs 
as well as In punishing misdemeanours and Ireapa sri In 
somuch ill t there are some trespatscs that arc finable in this 
couptr} and are not there some more that arc reputed slight 
here and are accounted very high there and some that are the 
very reverse Oil the otbef hand there are some other matters 
that are unnoticed here and passed by and arc not so there 
some practices which arc become there of custom and obligation 
and which here have never been heard of or seen as for In 
stance counting the inhabitants of every town and aty and 
examining how mucli they may have earned and how much 
spent how many are dead and how many are their children 
and how many their old rocn In one word it may be said In 
general and ini^eed m almost every institution and custom, that 
there is a wide difference beiwlxt the two nations and Govern 
meats and that it u of such a nature as cannot be remedied 
at all Nor doo it seem possible to brin^, the people of this 
country into such customs ji d u«nges whereas the English 
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being Accustomed to them in their own country, nant to intro- 
duc e tiicm here likewise, and think such an introduction easy, 
and of small moment 

The second cause is, that what little these foreigners have 
gleaned of the iiistiiutions of this countr\, and wdiich they have 
examined and commuted to their registers, proves to be no 
more than what they have learned from their o.\n servants 
Hence the\ know nothing of either the reason or intent of them, 
but by the absurd report of their own servants, who being all 
beardless and unexperienced, have no view but that of their owm 
benefit, and think only of ph asing their English masters Tliose 
men never fail to shew a deal of levenue matter in every 
institution and custom , and they are so firm in that opinion, 
that one would Iv inclined to believe, that the setting up this 
and that institution w.is for no other view', but that of scraping 
together a few pence , not th it it could have any other intent, but 
that of hooking in some moie, and in reality there is no other 
for men of suili sordid dispositions Nor is this opinion a novel 
one , It is of some standing, and has commenced so early as 
the times of Feroh-syur No w'onder then if these foreigners, 
that are lately come into this country, and know nothing in any 
such matters, should take for truth, and for useful .idvice, such 
crude explanations as are afforded by those that approach their 
persons, and should act according to ^what information they 
receivt Nevertheless, such is their natural genius, and such 
their innate penetration, that of their ow'ii accord they have set 
aside and abolished some institutions, which they thought 
oppressive , and here is an instance of this The first Mussulmen 
Sovereigns disapproved of public women, and of their being of 
general use, especially on the eve of a Friday, which is a day 
particulary holy(i 19) , nor would they suffer .iny one to defile 
himself w'lth the crime of fornication , and therefore they 
denounced punition, and even a capital one, against any such as 
indulged in keeping in their houses slave-girls or concubines, 
without having them consecrated by the forms of law, and the 

(1 19) The Friday is distinguished, not by a cessation of work, but by bnger 
noon-prayers, at which time likewise is pronounced the Qhotba or apprecation, by 
the officiant, which being assented to, and partly repeated by the congregation, 
amounts to an oath of allegiance for the Reigning Prince, 
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rites of religion and for these reasons the) discerned a ^'ariety 
of pains, which to sinners appeared as hard as death itself or 
any other extreme misfortune. It was on that account the) had 
appointed a Daroga whose business ivas to be informed of an\ 
such women as had rendered themselves public, and had made 
profession of prostitution and this ofBcers business was to 
take from them a hea\'\ fine ever\ da\ and if found trespassing 
against the e\e of Frida) a heaxier one. The drum and haut 
bo) pla)ers were also put under this officer s inspection tliat 
the) might not go to pU) anywhere without his knowledge and 
leave. He had also the aothont) of determining finaJI) such 
differents as arose in that tribe amongst themselves and a power 
to repress their excesses and punish their misdemeanours In 
this there was another intent and view namel) that ui feast* 
and weddings ever) one should send for as much music onl) as 
his means could afford vvithont casting in bis entertainment an 
e)e of jealous) upon the Nobles and his betters and without 
launching out into expenses of prodigalit) or pretending to 
equal still less to surpass his superiors But as wehavealread> 
remarked people of sordid dispositions did not faJ! this longwhile 
to pervert this institution Into a catch penn) and an Item of tax 
gathering and ^hutting their eyes upon the original intent of 
It they have observed no other end in It tijao the wretched one 
of scraping up a little money b) such a pretence so that even 
this pitiful article has been converted into an item of the tax 
gathenng business. Thb b so far true, that the English them 
selves concelv ing it to be a shameful finesse that drew after it the 
worst consequences have forbidden that tax in their dominions 
and total!) abolished it And so it b with every one institution 
besides And indeed if those strangers who have nalurallv 
much penetration and much impartlalit) were made acquainted 
with the infamous practices now in vogue but concealed under 
the bark of Instltalion and custom it b highi) probable that 
the) would endeavour to correct them, as so man) defects in 
adminbtratlon It is therefore to assist their efforts in that 
view, that I shall assume the task of explaining the reason and 
intent of some of those Institutions and customs of Hlndostan 
and I am in full hopes that m) notions shall awaken the mind-* 
of men of sense upon «mbjects so misunderstood 
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riic Cl/} or Judge's ofllce, foi instance. \\as to pul m 
lorcc (he ordinances of th< law, wilhoul parlialitv or pit) , in 
e\er\ matter, and against an} person whose case should require 
his animad\ ersion , and as he had a salar} from the treasury, 
and such a D|aghir besides from (he Rmperor's libcralila as, 
afforded amph to all his wants, he did not dare to take am fee 
or an\ btih(‘ from ain one, aiul if peiad\cntuie am one waas 
found capable of am such infatm he became from (hat moment, 
an obiect of the Imperial resentment was adjudged guilt\ of 
ha\ing dishonoured the law and the Mussulman religion, and 
became heneetorward ,ind objert of taunt and reproach from 
c\er\ rank of men Insomuch that finding himself pointed out 
with the finger, he pined aw a} with shame and remorse, was for 
e\er escluded from an\ oflice, and remained infamous and cursed 
in this world and the other But now since from a length of 
tune. It is become customar\ to put up ev er\ thing to sale, the 
office of Ca/} is leased out, and under-leased , and a practice 
which ne\er was heard of in an\ nation, in any religion, or in 
an\ sect w’hate\er, is become a matter of course, so that w-c 
see e\cr} da} faithless Ca/ics, who, ignorant c\en of the princi- 
ples of Musulmanism and worse in their Ines than so man} 
Renegadoes and so man} Atheists take leases of what they 
call the Ca/y’s rights, and under-lease them openl} to others, 
although these rights are no more than so man) new^ in\entions 
to torment the Mussulmen of this land, and to extort money 
from them, under a variet) of pretences No w onder then, if 
it IS come to pass, that by the repeated efforts, and the serious 
approbation of those faithless wretches, those new-fangled 
practices have taken such deep root, as to become the current 
creed of those under-judges , insomuch, that to reclaim them 
from those practices, is become an absolute impossibility One 
w'ould say that the holy sentence, Shexv me, O Lord ' those 
that have made me go astray, that I may trample them under 
my feet^ has been revealed on purpose for them 

Here is, for instance, one of the inventions set up by those 
calumniators of the law^ Whenever any Mussulman of the poorer 
sort comes to die, these poor people, who never had any other 
instructors than those faithless tutors, enemies to all law, never 
fail to think that until the Ca/y’s substitute is come, and has 
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recehed the fee designed b/ bis pnncJpa] the deceaseds spirit 
does not quit the house and as sometimes a poor fellow cannot 
afford the fee, he from that moment is deemed so Impure and 
defiled, Jiimself his family and dependants and all that his very 
neighbours and acqaaintaoces shnn his company a\old drlnUng 
and eating with him, and cany matters so far as to refuse him 
both fire and water nor is such an interdict withdrawn until 
the fee is discharged So that the deluded man, jn despair 
either betakes himself to the highway in order to raise the 
necessarj money {and thns acquires a relish for the trade of 
highwayman), or sells away his ground and fumiture and 
becomes a vagrant or at least he finds means to borrow and 
immediately runs In debt in all which cases lie becomes either 
useless or pemldoua to society and all that to get rid of the 
entailed curse upon himself and famll) 

It is the same with respect to boys that need circumcision and 
to the girls that are marriageable as being both come to the age 
of pubert) Ifthey chance to be unable to pay the Cary's fees they 
re main bound for years together and are debarred the former 
from the rite* of circumcision and the latter from the comforts 
of marriage. This superstition and abuse goes so far that if 
they continue unable to pay the fees especJsll) those due to the 
Caiy they are sure to consume their lives in privation and sorrow 
for it Is not possible for them to get rid of the Interdict other 
wise than by paying Hence ft Is that so many young persons 
of both sexes being debarred the benefit of either of those rites 
turn loose and become dissolute Those then who after ap 
proving of such interdicts and such vexations still pretend to 
be hfussulmen will never make any difficulty, on receiving a sum 
of money as Cary s fees to tom right into ^VTong and Injustice 
into justice and what is still more afflicting the) have such 
a collection of oppressive practices and they are put in force so 
barefacedly that ft would be tedious and painful to mention 
them at length However we shall touch upon some of them 
although even with so light a hand 

The Sadr-el soodSr or Sadr of Sadrs and the other Sadrs 
of every Soobah (lao) and every Sercar were established for 

(ISO) A Soobsi {• • larceim»tii«el»Mby»SbcK>bih-d*f orVk*reri ■ Cb«cJ» 
or Senar b a dfrbfoo o( inch t pterloce Jiod « PoxaM £5 $ Hrhioe oi tbo Swear 
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trying the capacit) of the Cazies, and for ascertaining the 
circumstances of people possessed of A7nldcs and Atmas, and 
other lands set apart for pious uses, but especially for watching 
over the capacities and morals of Cazies, lest by assuming the 
appearance of learning and knowledge, men ignorant of the 
principles and rites of Mussulmanism, should find ways to in- 
troduce themselves into those offices by dint of artifice and 
finesse, and thus, from their ignorance of law, religion, faith, 
and truth, prepare themselves a punition in the other world, 
and in this. Their office was likewise to take back and to 
resume such lands, which being originally consecrated to pious 
uses, should come to fall into the hands of other than such needy 
and worthy persons, for winch they were originally set apart He 
was also to protect those persons to w'hom they had been given in 
charity, and to prevent or hinder their being dispossessed in their 
o\vn persons or that of their iieirs, either by threats, or by artifice 
His business w'as also to prevent their usurping upon each other, 
or their making encroachments upon the Crown-lands, or upon 
such spots as belonged to the Qhahssas, or Exchequer office 
These were some of the duties expected from the Sadrs. But 
now the business of the office of Sadr is become a scene of 
oppression and violence , and in the hands of that Atheist, 
Zehor-ollah-beg, it has devoured the substance of thousands of 
necessitous, inoffensive people , and all this, without his ever 
minding the consequence^, without fear, and without remorse 
That man is now dead and gone, and he has carried away upon 
his shoulders the whole load of the lamentations and groans of 
an infinity of oppressed, undertrodden people Thanks be to 
God ' that the words of the Scripture, 1 he ts in the middle 
of the day, have been verified literally in the Governor’s person, 
who no sooner heard of the complaints ol the holders of chanty- 
lands, and of the oppressions committed under the veil and 
pretence of Sadrship, than he slu wed his detestation of those 
shameful and sordid actions, and discarded those accursed ones 
that took upon themselves such a sacred name, and dishonoured 
the function At the same time, he confirmed to that office such 
small fees as were allowed to it, time out of mind, by Emperors, 
lov'er" of equity and religion , but he entirely rejected, and utter- 
ly abolished the augmentation which this stone-hearted wretch 
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had sel up in addition to the perquisites of that office and 
which he wanted to carry sbll higher, as if not yet satisfied with 
all the havoc he had been doing by raising them from one 
thousand eight hundred rupees to thirty five thousand a year May 
the Almighty Bestower of Graces and Favors reward the Governor 
for his having hastened to the assistance of so manj afflicted fam 
ihes and may Hr put it in his heart and that of the otlier fields 
of administration to act apart two lioura or even one hour, in 
every week, for the purpose of taking notice of the many customs 
and institutions perverted at present and of listening to the 
grotns and sobs of so many thousands of oppressed ones, who 
know how to suffer but cannot speak (i2i)l Let them conse 
crate two hours, or even one hour in the week, to so raentoriout 
a purpose Let them enjoy the loiury of becoming the reversers 
of ever) \ loience and oppression and let them regale on the 
dainty of affording relief to those multitudes of the people of 
God who groao under a variety of oppressions and exactions, 
and have no otiier advocate and no other comforter but God 
Almighty Let those unfortunate souls find at last in their 
Rulers a relief from their numberless misfortunes / kevt called 
upon You O Lord (laa) that are the Most Merexfnl of the 
merctfnl I May my request be panted I Amen 

I he office of Daroga of the Adalet that is of Auditor of 
je Dtrof* the Court of Joslice was established for the purpose of affording 
instant relief to t-uch poor defenceless weak people as could 
In drll m t not at all times, and for ever) subject resort to the Ministers 
and to the Emperors He was provided with a salary and a 
Djagbir suitable to his station ond his business was to sit In 
his tnbunsi from day break (133) to three in the afternoon (124) 


t IS I ) It ippe n bj tbe wqoel tbit Uj wu beard bj Heiren, a»d that 

the Govenicrr roo^ by to ahoddoe a fact, sot onlf aet apart troio hla maoj aro* 
cattooa a day io the vrak wbeo he beard theaa aorta of complalnta, bot referred 
them In ferwral to a Board, bj a apodal commaDd, 

(i«) Senteoco of tbo Coran, often to tbe mootb of tbe opprwjed. 

(133) it h daybreak )o isdla at four oeJock 

(114) If the Eofilih knew bow much badncai caa be folly cotnpreheirded, and 
conacqaeotly dlapatcied by riaUijat few o clock In the rawralnif aod arorUnf aa 
far aa Ub or elereo j dW they know how the moat Intricate wbject that has ponied 
dnriog the heat of a day bccoeue* at ooce pWa by rWnj with a clear bead at that 
early Hoot they woold oot alp their lea at eight oe nltw In order to work ai far #r 
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and to lend an attentive, patient ear to the voice of the oppress- 
ed ones, be they whoever they might If the defendant proved 
to be a man of consequence, and one whose dignity did not 
admit of his being sent for, his Attorney was ordered to stand 
up in his stead, or even himself obliged to attend personcdly, 
if the gravity of the case did require it , and the matter was 
examined with patience, and with an equal look If it proved 
to be a slight one, it was made up with the consent of both 
parties , else, if it proved of moment, then after having carefully 
ascertained it by witnesses on oath, and by other lawful means, 
the whole was made up into a Sooiet-hal or judicial narrative, 
and together with the witnesses, and with the plaintiff and 
defendant, it was presented b}' the Daroga and his officers to 
the Emperor and the Minister, who used to sit twuce a week on 
purpose to hear such matters , otherwise, it was presented to 
the Lieutenant-Governor, or the Lieutenant of the Fodjdar of 
the town and district, where the different had happened , and 
the Emperor and the Minister having examined the case, ac- 
cording to their wisdom, gave their decree as they saw fit and 
equitable But if the matter was not thoroughly investigated 
and determined at that one sitting, they referred it to a second , 
and after such examination as might stand the look of the 
Imperial eye, they determined according to the rules of truth 
and justice Such was the method used in former times But 
now the painful task of rendering justice being turned into a 
powerful engine for making a fortune, the office of Daroga, 
which so many persons used to decline, is become an object of 
ambition and strife , and men give presents and make interest 
to obtain it, whilst Government itself bestows it on them, as an 
object of favour and predilection Of late the salaries of the 
Daroga, and of his officers and dependants, are paid out of the 
fines and monies arising from it , so that the incumbent, vMth 
his dependants, being in the centre of his wishes (125), finds 
means in a little time to amass immense sums , nor is there any 
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three in the afternoon, that is, in the very hottest part of the day, antJ when the 
natives themselves prove fainting, and incapable of any tension of mind More 
business may be dispatched from four in the morning to ten, than from nine in the 
morning to nine at night 

{125) The original has swimming in full water 
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one to enquire after the rate of the perquisltefl they arc drawing 
from that office Heretofore few men of piety and knowledge 
could be found that would dare to take upon themselves such 
an office, winch consisting in decisions about property, exposed 
their consciences to be answerable to God for errors and 
misconceptions nor could the Prince and his Ministers, after 
an exact Inquiry about people of gjood morals, and sufficient 
knowledge and fear of God, prevail upon them but by dmt of 
Intrcaties to accept such offices They bestowed more of their 
attention upon this part of'adminiitration than upon any other, 
noy did they suffer that injustice should become justice by pre 
scriptioD or that any one ihonld oppress another, at his will 
They took care to appoint proper persons in every branch of sudi 
an office and had rendered extortion and bribery so odious that 
to call one a bribetaker was resented much more, than if it had 
been the most opprobrious word. It was in consequence of such 
regulations and attentions that such men of virtuous prmaples 
were found out, as reckoned bribery amongst the highest re 
preaches and thought it tittle short of infidelity and apostacyj 
whereas venality and bribery as well as the art of bnnging 
money by any whatever means, axe now reckoned amongst the 
greatest and most laudable qualifirations of the knowing ones 
of ihcse our times there being rulers and under rulers who 
seek out men of such stamps, and think them the only ones 
capable of business. Htar yt men of pififtraUim 7 and 
benefit by the example It was so very easy for poor men to 
arrive at the very feet of the Emperor s and to obtain redress, 
that when notwithstandiog all these precauhons and all these 
attentions some oppression chanced to take place, \%e have 
instances of oppressed ones who would sometimes come from 
two or three months journey, and obtain audience and expose 
their complaint and be they the poorest of men, they were 
sure of bemg nghted against the most powerful adversary Now 
that It is exceedingly difficult even to men of the most Olustnous 
descent to approach the Governor and the men In office now that 
the English seldom visit or see any of us the distressed inhabitants 
of this counlrj to obtain justice is become a \er} difficult busi 
ness a very operose article or if an^ one us, by the strength 
of bis lotroductor, or the iveight of some forabic reason chances 
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to be admitted for once or twice, it avails little, as the Gentlemen, 
in consequence of their being engrossed by a variety of public 
and private affairs of importance amongst themselves, have no 
attention to spare for the concerns of the people of this land , 
and as their Mootusuddies or officers and dependants, are always 
men of such a stamp, that being at all times afraid of some 
discovery about the lining of their coats, they cannot bear that 
any one of the oppressed ones should come near their masters 
From thence we can easily conclude what is likely to be the fate 
of the unfortunate people of this land, and how their sufferings 
are likely to end Possibly is it, their peculiar fate, that aRer 
having been subjected by Providence to the yoke of these 
strangers, they^re still destined to find them such inattentive 
rulers, as do not think it worth their while to mind the welfare 
of those prostrated at their feet, and such supine masters, as do 
make nothing of leaving them at the disposal of their own servants 
and substitutes , although, however, nothingshould be so important 
to a Sovereign, as the care of the subject, and he ought never 
to lose sight of the Indian adage, — 

“ Do not refer his complaint to your Divan, 

‘‘ Since his complaint is probably against that very Divan ” 

Amidst such scenes of oppression on one side, and inatten- 
tion on the other, we ought to praise God, that at the end of the 
year 1195, the office of Daroga of the Court of Justice, together 
with the Fodjdary, was taken from the hands of the Indians, and 
transferred to the English Gentlemen immediately , by which 
revolution the oppressions and sufferings of the people of this 
land have been upon the whole somewhat alleviated But as their 
officers and dependants are a set of people always prone to 
offer injustice , and these are entrusted with all the details, as 
well as Deputyships, whilst they make it a point to uphold the 
corruption and indolence of cheir masters , it happens that they 
become in fact the centre and hinge of all decisions , and all 
matters come to pass through their hands unavoidably, as it 
appears undeniably that such of their masters, as are preposed 
to these offices, will not, or cannot, attend personally to their 
duties So that there is still left in the sneaker much of the late 
broth " O God, come to the assistance of your afflicted people, 
“ and set open some door through which they may escape from 
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* oppresticn / * But let us return to our oarrative about the 
% several offices set up formerly by our Sovereigns 

The Muhu, The Muhtasib (or Clerk of the Market) was established for 

tluthsdlo- the purpose of inspecting weights and scales exposing to \ien 
the false bottoms and artifices of Com meters and Scale men 

wdgDts, mo* 

ffurea, lod and for fixing the price of gram and other similar commodities 
He bad a great salary and some fees but the latter were rather 
honorary and the intent was to render him alert in putting a 
stop to all altercations and disputes between buyer and seller 
by disabling the latter from over reaching the other The puni 
tion and coeraon of the disorderly and insolent was also of his 
resort It was his business in particular to take caic that no 
drunken men or any other people out of their senses should 
walk loose throughout the markets that no injury or insolence 
should be offered to any one by threat action or infamous 
words and that modest women obliged sometimes to cross a 
street or a market, should not be exposed to any insult or in 
decency from the voice hand, or sound of the profligate and 
thoughtless But now every one does as he pleases Hie 
Mohtasibs take a great deal more perquisites than were hereto 
fore their due and in one and the same city the prices of gram 
vary in the same market at the distance of three or four shops, 
na> of three or fonr yards and the differences varieties, and 
rogoenes in weights and scales arc risen to such a height as 
not to be conceivable Moreover not only all the markets and 
thoroughfares arc thronged ivith disorderly people, and disorderly 
houses but every street and every comer is infected with 
drinking shops and tippling houses with here and there groups of 
drunken servants butlers harcarros qhalas8ies(i36) and sipahis , 
but especialU of serv'ants belonging to the English a set of 
disorderly people who availing themselves of the respect paid 
to the men m power to whom they belong and of the influence 
they acquire by their being linked together make nothing of 
lying in wait, sometimes half naked and half drunk and quarrel 
ling unthout an antagonist nor do they make any difficult) of 
doing and saying whatever they please^ and to whom thej please 

(laO) TbU »ofd, whfrfi eonws firooi fr*e, tod *eamra t 

B&d thb Bam# w* cirm to M*>t*rlac poopk, b*caa»e wfceo ooce 00 boird, Hey 
were treed trom the eearriiei mntmadTtrelon rf ImhI Jwtke 
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So that Gentlemen accustomed to decency and respect, are at a 
loss how to go from their homes, upon urgent business, through 
a market, or along a street, and how to come back again, without 
being entangled within some mischance or other, in consequence 
of the words or actions of those insolent people , nor is it un- 
common to see them recommend themselves to God Almighty’s 
safeguard on their going out, and to wish they may come back 
without being forced into some mischance 

The Vacaa-nuviss, or Remembrancer, or Gazetleer, and 
the Sevana-nuviss, or Historiographer, and the Harcara, or Spy, 
were appointed for writing down the events that might happen in 
the respective provinces, territories, and districts of their re- 
sidence Their duty was to inhabit such cities and towns as 
were the seats of command and Government, to the end that 
they might have it in their power to write down at day-break 
such events as should have happened the whole day and night 
before, and to send the paper to the Emperor There were 
posts established, that earned the dispatches, with all speed, 
and in all weathers, to Court, where a Daroga or Inspector 
examined the same , after which he reduced to a concise 
exposition the substance of such as deserved the Imperial notice, 
presenting at the same time, the whole detail as forwarded by the 
provincial intelligencers Nevertheless whatever amongst those 
papers wa6 addressed personally to the Emperor, was sacred, 
and could not be set open by any other hand than his own It 
was perused by the Monarch himself, who alone could break 
the seal, and he alone ordered what he thought proper about 
the contents By these means the Emperor was informed of 
every private man’s affairs He knew what one had done to his 
neighbours at four hundred leagues from Court, and what the 
latter had done to others , and what such an one wanted from 
such another, and what this other pretended from his antagonist , 
he knew all that, and gave directions accordingly Nor was it 
uncommon for him to be informed by such a channel of the 
requests and wishes of the concerned ones , nor at all extra- 
ordinary to see directions arrive at the cities of their residence 
long before their private petitions could have reached the Court 
So that the petitioners often had gained their cause in the middle 
of a distant province, sometime before they had agreed upon 


The Vacaa- 
nuviss, Seva- 
na-nuviss, and 
Harcara, &c. 


The Emper- 
or, by means 
of the post, 
minutely and 
daily inform- 
ed of almost 
every material 
transaction 
amongst pri- 
vate people 



»74 


THE SEIR 


the uortJing of their petitioDS But all this correspondence 
n'as for the Emperor a personal inspection only for if at any 
time it came to appear, that the secret Gazetteer or the Remem 
brancer of any other public officer had himself found means 
to acquire the least Interest with the Imperial Princes or with 
the Grandees of the Court, or with the men m eminent station, or 
\\as ID any connectioos with them such a man was forthwith 
dismissed, and another appointed in his stead and to this purpose 
there arc yet extant notes written by the Emperor Aoreng nb s 
hand, to his own Vexir, Assed-qhan and here Js a copy of one 
Copt or a t^orc or AotcMo-xi&'AALn-oHui to hii Venx. 


Two staifoUr 
ootet la tbs 
hand of (be 
Emperor 


Obemretiot 
the jeUow U, 
tx wcQ u the 


pink, the 
UTOtirite 


coloor ot the 


Gcntooai and 
that the Em' 
peror bad 
trodoced the 


weartnr oo- 
thiec hat 
whhe throa^i> 
out hli Cook. 


' My grandson Mahmcd muii-eddln (127) has been writing 
to me to 'recommend N N Remembrancer, of such a province- 
‘ Of course something most be done for him bat yet, tbe man 
IS to be dismissed from that office directly, that the Gazetteer 
may remember to irnle Gazettes no more 

" As latemt haa takSa pber ahIDtka hare been obsemad 
And a haodred aorta of fUmi bare corered hb aj^halb (1S6).'* 

But the answer be a^'nt to that grandson himself u still 
more enrious Here it isr 

' Dutiful sons, that artf acquainted with their fatheris temper 
' do not wnW recoramcodaJ ions in behalfS^f Gazetteers and 
such sort of people You*, request is granted and the man has 
' been promoted accordingti bnt yet he haa been dismissed 
from that office- Do noniommlt the like offence again ’ 

In short as amongst the) arts of government information 
and knowledge of tbe stale of tbe land and of Us inhabitants, 

(i»7) Ho th»t r«}gti«d oftonrardjVuxlcr th« oom* of DJthtadw-Ahah. 

(laS) TboKtro Tenti «rftho EmWort cotnporitkui, ■ Priuce, who o»d to 
vrriU in lafioHj of ckKo* and wHh hb own butd, sod alwsj* to tdd at tha 

cod, or «iij obewbero, •o0« T«nM of pb own. To a rebtloo of hb, Vlcero/ of 
Beogil, who had aQded Inlo aom Hiedoo cttilonu, &C., be wrote a lelier of 
reprhnajid, which ceded bj th«w two ebjaDt dbttcbs 
Deatar f Zaafrvaat ' ber fe 
Oo DIaB>d-l Egd^zrael, dar her 
See ab«tf Cbebcl ibeah 
AaCrfa, b«r lo risb oo rexb- 
A fellow tarhant opoo tbe head, 

Aad a crlcoaoa coat opoe tbe abcmMer } 

Your Hfgbaeif b, I belim, foU forij if* i 
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hold a principal rank , and the interest of the Legislator’s in 
gathering knoAvledge, is always to tranquillise and quiet the 
people of God, by whose providence the Princes and Rulers 
have come to have the command and power over them , and as 
the happiness and ease of the subject is their mam concern , 
so, to obtain the above end, no less than four persons have 
been appointed to discharge the duties of this one office of 
intelligence, to %vitj the Vacaay-nugar or Remembrancer, the 
Sevanah-nugar or Gazetteer, the Qhofidh-neviss or Secret- 
writer, and the Harcara or Spy, to the end, that should any 
one or any two of them attempt to send in writing an unfaithful 
account, still the truth and real state of things might soon be in- 
vestigated, by comparing their information with the accounts 
written by the two or three others , a discovery always followed 
by the disgrace of the faithless or uninformed writer, who never 
failed to be dismissed from a post of honour and affluence, and 
to be consigned to shame and distress Now all those offices 
being suppressed it comes to pass that, not only in villages, but 
m towns and in renowned cities, the servants, the favourites, 
the dependants, nay very often, the very spies and emissaries 
of a Zemindar, having wriggled themselves into the service of 
Government, commit upon the inhabitants a variety of oppressions 
and exactions, and always with the utmost safety , nor is there 
found a single man to ask them what they are doing , so far from 
there being any one to inflict a condign chastisement upon them 
It is then worth an observer’s while to examine what kind of Gov- 
ernment existed then, and how matters stand now, and what were 
the circumstances of the subject then, and what they are to-day 
The Fodjdars were next in rank to the Nazems, or Military 
Governors of the provinces, and men of great distinction and 
note Some of them exerted themselves so meritoriously as to 
leave behind them the very Nazems themselves in whatever 
could promote the Imperial service Their exertions were so 
continual and so strenuous, that those officers were sometimes 
more in favour with the Court than the latter, and often obtain- 
ed more credit, and became objects of graces without number 
These officers were fixed in each Soobahdary or Viceroyalty, ac- 
cording to Its extent, and the number of refractory Zemindars or 
great Landlords^in it , and several of these had under their 
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commands bodies of some hundreds of troopers and were decorat 
ed with the military degrees of a thousand horse, some of a thous- 
and five hundred of two thousand of two thousand five hundred 
and some few of three thousand and as far as four thousand 
with a number of effecti\e troopers according to their stations, 
or the necessities of their post* They marched in state ^\ith 
standards displayed and kettle-drums beating, and lived with 
splendour and dignity in those towns and fortresses which were 
fixed and reserved for their residences All these together with 
the Mansoobdars the Paymasters, the Remembrancers the 
Gazetteer, the Secret writer, the Head Spy the Cazy or Judge 
the Mofty or Bishop the Sadr or Grand Almoner the Muhtasib 
or Clerk of the Market the Imperial Divan and the Daroga or 
Superintendent of the Justice-office, denvn to the very bead mes 
senger or Mirdaha and down to bU peons or messengers and 
to the very Book binder of that spot , all these were immediate 
ser>'ants of the Crown Every one of these held their offices 
immediately under the Emperor but were attached to some 
particular part of the country and fixed to some particular 
duty but In such a manner however as to be totally In 
dependent from the Naiem nor could any great man or Gov 
emor General divest the lowest of them or turn him out of his 
office As to the officers of the D/vany, they were dependants 
of the Imperial Divan or General receiver In whatever related 
to revenue and finances but the Mansobdars or Military dig 
nitaries with their paymasters and troops were all dependent 
on the Fodjdar who gave orders about arraying and marching 
their corps chastising malefactors or coerdng turbulent people. 
The Fodjdar 5 special business was to take care that no O’er 
grown 2^mlndar should make provisions of war instruments 
such as musquets or wall pieces in any great quantity, or 
should put in repair an) old fort or raise a new one on his own 
account But if notwithstanding all those precautions the Zemin 
dar should a\ ail himself so far of some neglect or conniv’ance 
or chance as to compass an) such design then the Fodjdar was 
to require him to surrender the abme articles and to dismiss 
his troops And in case of obedience the Zemindar \ras to be 
forthivlth remo\ed from that spot and Zemindar) but In case 
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immediately, to chasti«:e him with se\erity, to demolish his 
castle, and to act ^\lth so much expedition and Mgour, as that 
the refractor} land-holder should he reduced to extremit}", and 
henceforward obliged to wear in his car the ring of obedience, 
as well as to cair} on his shoulders the trappings of submission, 
in such a manner, as to ha\c it no moic in his pow'cr to disobey 
or to resist The Fodjdar was to dri\e the delinquent from that 
''Pot, and ne\ei to suffer his residing again in it unless bv d 
special Older from higher authorit} , still loss was he to suflci 
him to reco\ei a footing in his former possession^ Ifut in case 
he had been able to lay hold of him, he was^to send him to the 
Go\ ernor-General. prisoner and chained, or to keep him conTined 
until he might receue orders respecting the disposal of him 
These he was to put in force, and to execute in a time of tranquil- 
ht\ , and meanwhile his business was to be attcntixe lest othei 
Zemindars should turn refractor} likew-ise, and in\adc the little 
Djaghirs and possessions of those promoted to the enjoyment 
of Aimas, Amlacs, and other chant} -lands 

Another business of the Fodjdar w'as to gi\e chase to 
banditti and highwaymen, so as to pre\ent their finding a place 
of retreat , he w^as to hunt them dowm wdieret er he could dis- 
co\er an} of their footsteps, and to put them to the sw'ord as 
soon as lie had seen them In short, where\er he could perccue 
a malefactor, he w'as to pursue him incessantly, until he had tome 
up by the roots the hairs of his existence and powmr , ‘and in 
case any one of those banditti should assemble in troops, and dare 
to appear in such bodies as might baffle or elude the exertions 
of one single Fodjdar, then the neighbouring Fodjdars w'-ere, 
upon his requisition, to join him forthwnth, and to fall together 
upon the malefactors, driving them from post to post, and giving 
them combat upon combat, and engagement after engagement, 
until they had extirpated the whole of them Nor did any 
banditti in those times dare to shew their faces in any of the 
lands belonging to the Revenue-office, or in the Amlacs, and 
Altimghas given to necessitous people , nor did they attempt 
to oppress or plunder even the lowest of the tenants or farmers 
resident on them 

With regard to the particular stations appointed to the 
Fodjdars in other provinces, I have not any information sufficient 
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on that head, nor would such a list answer any great parpose 
But aa to the stations heretofore appointed to them In the pro\ 
mces of Bengal and Aalm-abad I know something of them, as 
numbers of them have lived, for years together with honour and 
splendour in their ofifices, and they had formed friendships and 
alhancca with the Governors of these countries Now as onr 
family has enjoyed commands and offices in those two provinces, 
I can afford a thorough notice of them and as a mention of 
them would be proper here, and in its place it Is hereby offered 
to the public and la as follows The eight Sercars or grand 
divisions of the province of Azim abad were Shah-abad and 
Rhcftas Mongher and Bahar Champaran and Sarun Tlrhoot 
and Hadjipoor Fhese had Fodjdars stationed each of them 
with a body of from five hundred to one thousand five hundred 
cavalry, or more or less with a proportional number of those 
Imperial officers mentioned just above every one of whom were 
immediate senants of the Emperor's Those Fodjdars, upon 
any sudden emergency of Importanee used to leave deputies In 
their stations and to join together in order to repair In a body 
to the Najera or Governor General Nay when the matter 
became past their united power the Noxems of two or three con 
tiguoos provinces joined together without waiting for an express 
order from Court and they provided for such an emergency os the 
case reqoired or if the matter chanced to be of such a magnitude 
as exceeded their united efforts it was provided for b} the Emperor 
himself who receiving daJI) Information from every part of the 
Empire dispatched distinguished Generals from his Court, or even 
if he saw fit Imperial Princes with considerable armies and large 
trains of artillery who had orders to exert themselves with 
vigour in porsolng the expedition to a successful Issue or as 
long as an) breath remained In their bodies and were exhorted to 
exhibit their attachment to the State as well as their personal 
valour in bringing to an end an affair of that consequence 
Nevertheless as some one happened sometimes to shew a remiss 
ne*3 in the discharge of such a dut), such a one w’ej forthwith ex 
posed to the Elmperor s displeasure to the contempt and derision 
of his equals and to a chastisement adequate to his demerits 
The province of Bengal was aNo divided into Fodjdarles 
and b) vvliat I can learn into ten districts that had Fodjdars 
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It was in the folloum^ order Jslam-abad-cliatgam, Silhut, 
Rangpoor, Rangamattv, the Casllc of Djelal-gur-poorania, Radj- 
malial-acbar-nagra, Radj-sbaln , Eardvan, Midnipoor, and Bacshy- 
bender-hoogl} Ml lliose parts had Fod|dars , but Djehanghir- 
nagar-daca had a Na/em of its own, with all tlie train of 
Imperial officers, mentioned above y\II these were attached 
to their duties and by their good government, tlie people 
of God as well as the nobles, enjoyed tranquillity and comfort, 
all districts were well govern! d and quiet , and the people 
of God, satisfied with the Emperor's munificence and kindness, 

9 

uere praying for stability to his reign, and length of days 
to his life They rehearsed the praises of his clemency and 
benignity, knew no enemies but his, and no friends, but his 
friends , nor did they sec their own ease and happiness any- 
w'here, but in the ease and happiness of their Princes With 
their hearts and longues, and hands and feel (129), they W'cre 
zealously attached to their Monarch, and (o anything that 
appertained to him In consequence of such administrations on 
one side, and suth sentiments on the other, the country was 
populous and nourishing beyond imagination , and the in- 
habitants contented and happy, as w'ell as sincere They lived 
w'lth their doors open , for the means of subsistence being easy, 
and ahvays at hand, the lowest, as well as the highest, contented 
themselves w'lth being busy only by day, and at night they drank 
long draughts from out of that cup of ease and pleasure, which 
was presented them by plenty and safety , and they lived free from 
cares and anxieties The intent of command and sovereignty 
was then no secret at all, it w'as abroad, and the truth and 
sincerity of elevation and dignity w'ere public, and exposed to every 
one’s sight But the Empire having begn declining these sixty 
years past, the Emperors became negligent, and the Grandees 
refractory and rebellious , so that every Nazem has set up for 
independent and for a King But yet, as none of these thought 
of departing from those rules and maxims of government by 
which the Empire had hitherto flourished, their dominions con- 
tinued to be in good condition, and their subjects lived easy and 
contented , so that few, very few of them, knew anything of suffer- 
ings and misenes , and matters remained in that condition, so 
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^der^lSj^ late as llic very time ^\hen Aaly verdy qhan possessed himself 

Terdj^hin. of these three provinces and chose his residence in the middle 
of them As he had a namBcr of relations and fnends and most 
of these n ere men of merit and abilities he promoted them to 
offices of iraporiance and trust in nhich the} studied the welfare 
of the people entrusted to their care For this Prince although 
naturally valorous and of an ambitious ^varlike tom of mind, 
joined to his natural keenness and penetration so much benignity 
of temper to\;^ard3 his immediate subjects and so much con 
descendence and leait} towards the Zemindars who behaved 
dat&ully tliat he seemed like a father living in his family 
surrounded by his children and relations He raised every one of 
his fnends to offices equal in dignity to that of Fodjdara with 
out, however auffrnngthem to become negligent or oppressive 
Being studious of governing his subjects with ever} sentlroenl of 
benignity love and teoderne s vt-ry different in that from hi*> 
predecessor Scr efrax qtian who suffered himself to be swayed 
by partialities about religioti and nte^ he looked upon all his 
subjects to be creatures of one and the same God and brothers 
uf one and the same mother and he used to promote Geotoos 
and other dibsenters, according to Ibcir ments and just on a 
footing u ith the Mussulmen tfiemselvcs In fact these people 
became his Mlnistcrts and hia men in office were promoted to 
dignities of hvc thousand horse and to offices entrusted with affairs 
of the utmost importance. No wonder then, if having been made 
partakers of his fortune and powers they not only remained quiet 
and happy in the palm of that family s hand but served it with 
an exemplary xeal And such a conduct was founded in reason 
as well as in policy for an Emperor or whoever may be in his 
stead being in fact the shadow of God he must render himself 
conformable to his prototype and as the Almighty diooscs to 
suffer the diversity of clans and religions amongst bis creatures 
and He nourishes with an equal hand those that obey and those 
that disobej or disregard His commands so it becomes the 
Princes and Rulers of this world to imitate His goodness In 
abstaining from such partialities os would prove an inclination to 
one side 

In the reign of that family the sums rccciv cd from tln.se 
countries w ere expended in these counlrict*, and conduced to 
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their very flourishing circumstances The inhabitants being 
easy about their own Inehhood, were attached to his Government, 
li\ed quiet and happy during his long reign, nor did they ever 
feel any inquietude about their subsistence, no wonder after 
that, if no disturbances whatccer were ever so much as heard of 
in his time, unices it was in a remote corner of these provinces, 
where resided some refractor} Zemindars At Azim-abad, for 
instance, the Bodjpoorias used to commit now and then some 
disorders , but the rest of these countries enjoyed abundance 
with a profound tranquillity Matters lasted on that footing, 
until Aaly-verd} -qhan came to depart this life, after his three 
mephew's had alrcad\ departed theirs , and then there came upon 
the stage of the woild such a man a^ Seradj-cd-dow la, a Prince 
equally proud and ignorant, whose fat< we have seen, and a Mir- 
djaafer-qhan, a man destilult both of wisdom and common sense, 
as well as void of all religion, whose administration w'e have felt , 
and It W'as these two men, with tlieir “iuccessors, that gave a total 
overthrow' to all those institutes and maxims of justice and Govern- 
ment, which had rendered these countries so very flourishing 

Under the English Government the principal Zemindars 
being now their own master"-, and the hinges of all business in 
their own lands , and having been so lucky as to carry some 
favour with tlnur masters , and all this in contrariety to former 
institutes, which held it as an invariable maxim, to keep them 
low , these people do now just as they please, and in what man- 
ner they please , nor do they make any thing of fighting amongst 
themselves, and killing and slaughtering their subjects ; whilst 
the Fodjdar dares not to quarrel w'lth them, and is even afraid 
to give them an order, or to revenge the oppressed ones upon 
those tyrants, or even to reclaim from their hands the property 
of those travellers whom they have despoiled Or if at any time 
the Fodjdar chances to receive any such thing from their hands, 
he keeps it to himself, as if to verify those verses of Sheh saady, 
(upon whom be mercy for ever) 

“ Once a she^p was by a stout man 
" Rescued from the jaws and grasp of a wolf , 

" But at night the man drew his knife and cut the sheep’s throat 
" The animal, in expiring, did not fail to utter these words with a groan i 
“ To no purpose didst thou snatch me from the wolf's grasp, 

Since at last thou provest to 6e a wolf thyself, < > t , 
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It IS from such men that the Enghsh have received these 
coaotnes and from them have they obtained all the instructions 
they want So that those strangers hearing for instance, of the 
Fodjdary office and hou useful and salutary it was in former 
times they have set up the like oflBccrs everywhere in their 
dominions, and, in imitation of the ancient Princes of this 
country they bestow on them large sums of money but yet to 
very little purpose and to no benefit at all For the office 
itself answers no other end in these days, than that of multiply 
mg oppression and of tormenting in private and public tlie 
inhabitants of those large towns and famous cities that bad 
served in times of yore for stations to the former Fodjdars 
insomuch that whilst the sobs and groans of the oppressed are 
reaching the very canopy of heaven those officers go on approv 
Ing themsebes incapable of performing the business expected 
from them The Fodjdarv of these new Fodjdars is entirely 
pointed against the principal inhabitants of those large towns 
and cities as we have been mentioniog for now it consists 
only in drcumveoting and involving unwary people in every 
artful accusatioa and chicanery which they can devise, that 
they may squeeie from them a few pence and this they do, 
without the least anxiety about their beiug called to an ac 
count, having already provided e strong tnttrtst with the head 
of their brotherhood{\-y)) and hnoving full well, how little 
the English care about what concerns us poor natives and how 
little Hindostames can find access to the Governor General (131) 
or to the otm in authority so as to converse with them, and 


(130J Mabmed-reu-qbu. 

(131) So the Author (hoofbt, at ■ partktibr caltnltoos crls}«, wfaeo Gfioerow 
HtUtop gToudttf oodor the wdgbt (rf an exterior mahtftH crib war Uut dero or 
ed <mrj rejoar cc of the Compuf aad bxra««ed bjr lotextloa pcnanil brt4Ls 
that gtrt him 00 rot. coold afford. rerj little of hb Ume to pdrxta affair*) and 
jtt It wa* ct that rery time that toy mao who had boslaoi wHh him ml^t speak 
to him from six In the momlag to dxht at olfht. But the Author did oot mind 
that tba number of tpeakcn amosoted sometimes to thirty aad we hare counted 
dfhtceo Id a morabc There h ao idsfc in lodia, which siji, that oerer win 
aoy man s worth be kwjwn bnt when be Is dead or gottt ila Is yoat afar bow 
and If we may Jndfe that extreonflaary man by the standard of the pobOc rolce 
tie tMa ofadmlrmtJca aod rejrat mBs now eery hlfh I hb faeoar) the oitli'e* 
ara onanlBwa* b bb behalf and area amooirJt the EafUsh the dlsaefitlo^ rofca 
if a y at all, art bat few 
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to make a representation of then grievances Hence those 
men go on in their iniquities with the greatest security, tor- 
menting the people of God, by every artifice and oppression 
they can contrive So small a bianch of business as this, which 
in little cities was lieretofore so easily performed by a Cutwal, 
w'lth honour to himself and advantage to the public, is found 
to afford now employment for a multitude of illustrious 
Fodjdars, whose names and titles are such, that with the proud 
tip of their caps they seem to rub the canopy of heaven , 
whilst by exercising every art of oppression and inju^itKe, 


As to the arcusationS brought in general against the English by the natives, 
they may amount to these That of so many English that have cirried away 
such Princely fortunes from this country, not one of them has ever thought 
of shewing his gratitude to it, by sinking a well, digging a pond, planting a public 
grove, reusing a caravansera, or building a bridge , and that even where there are 
bridges already, they never fail to clog them with a toll, if they but make any 
slight repairs to any of them These accusations are true, but cannot, however, 
much affect the national character of the English, who being to a man occasional 
sojourners, have no time to conceive an affection for this country , and the proof 
of this assertion may be found in the following particulars Governor Hastings, 
who lived long enough in this country to have conceived an affection for it, has 
left ample proofs of his being a lover of it, as well as a keen-sighted Statesman He 
has built and endowed at Calcutta a Seminary of Mahometan law, a settlement 
pointed out by policy itself, and useful to Government as well as to the natives 
He has established, in the uncultivated parts of Bengal, colonies of invalid Talin- 
gas or Sipahees, to whom he has allotted waste lands, rent free , an establishment 
so obvious, so common in the Roman and in the Gothic feudal Governments, so 
like Colombus’s egg, and which, however, never occurred to any one, but when it 
was effected and done, an establishment, which by confemng happiness on thousands 
of natives, has riveted the English dominion in the country better than would a 
hundred citadels There is another important, very important, benefit conferred 
by Governor Hastings on this countiy , a benefit so unknown in Europe, so much 
unknown even to the English of Bengal, and nearly forgotten by the natives them- 
selves, although they reap every day the advantages resulting from it We mean 
the suppression of those numerous chokeys and toll-houses, that infested all the 
rivers, as well as every road in Bengal, twenty years ago If then there remains 
still some internal trade in Bengal , if some new branches of commerce have been 
introduced, if an infinity of crimes, concussions, and oppressions of all sorts, have 
been put an end to , if disparitions of boats and crews have become incomparably 
less common, aH that is owing to that suppression of those toll-houses, those sinks 
of all crimes , crimes and oppressions which all the world were exclaiming against, 
but which none but himself had either the genius or the courage to put an end to, 
by a decisi\ e stroke that has secured tw'enty-five lacs of customs to the Company 
with no less ease to the governed, than to the Governors 
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they render them&eivcs odiouA and contemptible in every blind 
alley m well as m every frequented market Nor does it 
appear that their oflScc, as established by the Governor General 
and Committee throughout the Compan/s dominions, consists 
in any thing more that In suppressing the banditti, highwaymen 
and thieves In puoiRbing those that dare betake to that pro 
fnaion in hJndenng people from lalHng or plundenng each other 
and in providing against theft fornication sod mnrder All thit 
business was easily done In the time^i of ^aly verdy qhan ns 
well as long before him by the Cutvals in great cities and even 
elsewhere by thousands of little Aaralls and little Regissers who 
performed it better than these pompous Fodjdars of our days 
did at any time The difference between those gentlemen, on 
one hand and the Cutvals and Regissers of former times on the 
other consists in this that these last for fear of accusations and 
after reckonings, did not dare to commit any oppressions or 
Insolences whereas thetr succetsors proud of their dignities and 
connections and sensible of the neglect of the English in those 
matters fear no man and dread no consequence, hut launch into 
every oppression which they can thinlw of endeavouring espe 
aally to circumvent by every species of chicanery and to render 
contemptible and of small account those men of ancient families 
and high descent and especially such as have made it a point to 
keep clear of them and if at any lime complaints find their \v&y 
to the Governor General they are hushed down by the anthontj 
and mediation of their head protector uho for fear of accusa 
lions against himself and of consequent dismission to his people 
puts in motion so many resorts and sacriRces so much mone) 
that the poor injured one is kept asunder from inspection 
and redress 

And now that we have been exposing in a succincl cursory 
manner the institutes and maxims of this land and have pointed 
oat nhflt end was Intended in each of them bj our nnaent Lnw 
givers it becomes our dutj as Historians to relate what is 
breome of the intent and aim of those Institutes in these our dajs 
and to explain briefly, and wUh the candor of a faithful witness 
such parts of the English Government as differ totally from or 
even dash es entlally with the customs and usages by 
which the^ coantnrs have, once flourished for it is to this 
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diversity of customs and institutes, and to that contrariety alone, 
that we must recur, whenever we attempt to account for that 
constant failure which has attended every endea\our of theirs in 
whatever tended to bring order into this country , and it is to that 
cause alone that we are to look up for the origin of those troubles 
and those confusions that have been, and are, the bane and ruin 
of the inhabitants of this country Let this animadversion of ours 
stand as a monument, that has found favour with the minds of the 
enlightened ones Let it be instrumental in ^ving a turn to con- 
fusion, in transforming it into order, and in rendering it conducive 
to the relief of the oppressed people of God, as well as to^ the 
comfort of those that are suffering in their minds for the sakes 
of the oppressed ones O God, > I ask Your grace Vouchsafe 
me Yotir assistance (132) 

It must be observed, first of all, that since the conquest 
made by the English of these provinces, this country seems 
to have had no master at all, and this, because there is no 
apparent owner whose children and offspring might be interested 
in inheriting his estate This is so far true, that even on the 
supposition that the English nation at large are the owners of 
this land, still shall it be acknowledged that the Company is not 
one individual It is a numerous body, nor are the Members 
of it permanent On the contrary, they are daily renewed , so 
that whoever chooses to employ his money that way, has only 
to join his stock to the old fund, and from that moment he 
becomes an associate, and is a Member of the Company , and 
therefore the constituent parts are never permanent , nor is any 
supreme ruler appointed, to whom every one, from year to year, 
may be obliged to render an account, and to shew his face No 
wonder then, if in so short a period as these twenty years past 
these countries have been blessed by no less than six or seven 
persons preposed to the Government of Bengal Hence it comes 
to pass, that the man who is to be appointed, is not certain of 
his stay, nor has he full power over his business , he must 
consult and manage with four or five men that are called the 
Commitee , and these are perpetually at variance with each 
other, and perpetually in suspense about their own staying, and 
their being succeeded by another If then a house that hgs 

(132) A passage of the Coran 
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no owner Is not Ukdy to be tenanted and such a house Is likely 
to totter for tvant of repairs, and at last jyiU become ndnous In 
B little time so likewise a country of this immense extent, 
having no apparent master, must In time cease to flourish and 
at last most fall to decay And what shall we answer to a man 
that will tell us that a stranger always wants to draw his own 
profit, be it from a house or firom a kingdom that Intent on his 
own views, he little cares about what ruins shall remain after 
him and that It becomes highly improbable that for the benefit 
of his successors himself meanwhile should forego his personal 
advantage by taking care that nothing be spoiled? Only If he 
be Inclined to mind future examinations and after reckonings, 
he will be cunning enough to manage so as that the ruin be Is 
likely to leave behind be not Imputable to him Nor are we to 
expect that future Governors will be Inclined to aflord many 
Exceptions to such a rule for it Is certain that all that has been 
performed by Governor Hoshtln was on the mere strength of 
\is own genius and by taking the events upon himself without 
being moved by the perpetual oppoaltioD which he cootlnnally 
recebed from the Members of the Ccmmittee, or being sensibl) 
discouraged by their rancorous dJsposiUons. Such an exception 
is too uncommon to be deemed a rule. It b what he alon^ had 
the courage to undertake and what no one but himself would 
have dared to venture upon and what no one to this da} 
has attempted Such an Instance proves nothing igalnst our 
assertion for still will it be found that in consequence of the 
necessity of yielding a little and of paying a regard to the 
Members of^he Committee, and In consequence of the dbsentlons 
that arose amongst them many a v'aloable occasion has been lost 
and It will be confessed by both sides that hiany a good business 
■has been spoiled and undone for want of concert Nor have we 
done with these broUs yet for we have yet to see In what manner 
all that great man s endeavours are likely to terminate 

Nor Is thb case singular* It b that of all the persons tinder 
hb Gov emmenl For the six districts Into which the English had 
divided thb countr}, arc each of them governed b} five or six 
persons all disagreeing amongst themselves and each of them a 
prey to endless divisions and dbputes nor is there a head over 
them all with full power and authority On the cootrar) he that 
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might be their head, has not himself any hopes of his remaining 
long in his post , so that intent upon his own concerns, he keeps 
his ears eternally pricked up against every report of change and 
confirmation Besides all that, there is another defect, and which 
is this That if these five orsi\* happen to differ essentiall}^ about 
any matter of importance, they are obliged to apply to the Gov- 
ernor and Council, and to wait for orders from thence And this 
Governor and Council, obliged to partage their attention betwixt 
that infinity of public transactions and businesses that concern 
their dominions and conquests , and that other infinity of matters 
that concern their own state of personal warfare , what betwixt 
watching over their dominions in these provinces, and answer- 
ing very long letters from Europe , guarding against their 
national enemies abroad, both in Europe and Hindostan, and 
providing against personal enemies at home , betwixt examining 
accounts of corors of rupees and providing for the Company’s 
mercantile purchases , betwixt receiving as Sovereigns the 
revenues of so many dominions in their old and new' conquests ; 
w'hat with these, and an infinity of other avocations, public or 
private, these men, with such a load of business on their 
shoulders, have no time to answer letters of Provincial Councilst 
or to give the proper orders thereon They dispatch what 
business they think most urgent, and W'rite answers to the 
Provincial Councils, just as they find time and opportunity , else 
matters remain at a stand for years together, in those parts, or 
are determined, at last, as the Provincial Councillors can agree 
together, or as it appears expedient to the foremost of them, or 
as it is most easy of execution, whether right or wrong. 

Were any of those Gentlemen preposed to the direction of 
affairs, with a responsibility attached to , his office , and were 
the regulation of those Provincial parts fixed on him, and himself 
allowed to stay long enough in his office to acquire knowledge 
and credit, so as to be convinced assuredly that the bad or good 
state of such a city would be 'laid to his account, and imputed to 
his management , there is no doubt but that such a man would 
look upon such a city as his own freehold, and would exert 
himself to the utmost of his power in promoting its welfare ; 
there is no doubt but that such a man, for fear of after-reckon- 
ings about a diminution of inhabitants and revenues, would 
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no owner is not likely to be tenanted and soch a house is llkelj 
to totter for want of repairs, and at last will become ruinous In 
a little time so like^vise a country of this Immense extent, 
having no apparent master, most In time cease to flourish, and 
at last must fall to decay And what shall we answer to a man 
that will tell os that a stranger always wants to draw his own 
profit be It from a house or from a kingdom that Intent on his 
own views he little cares abont what mins shall remain after 
him and that it becomes highly Improbable that for the benefit 
of his successors, himself meanwhile should forego his personal 
advantage by taking care that nothing be spoiled? Only if he 
be Inclined to mind future examinations and after reckonings 
he will be cunning enough to manage so as that the min he Is 
Ukely to leave behind be not impotable to him Nor are wo to 
expect that future Governors will bo inclined to afford many 
fezceptlons to such a rule for It U certain that all that has been 
performed by Governor Husbtlo, ^vas on the mere strength of 
liis own genius and by taking the events upon himself witbont 
being moved by the perpetual opposition which be continually 
^ recel\ed from the Members of the Ccanmittee, or being sensibly 
discouraged by their ranccffous dispositions Such an exception 
is too uncommon to be deemed a rule It U what he alone had 
the courage to undertake and what no one but himself would 
have dared to \entare upon and what no one to this day, 
cNirtpe- h^ attempted Such ao instance proves nothing dgainst our 
assertion for still will it be found that in consequence' of the 
necessity of yielding a little and of paying a regard to the 
Weft Members of 'the Committee, and in consequence of the dlssentions 
^ that arose amongst them many a valuable occasion has been lost 
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his Go\emmenL For the six dUtricta into which the English had 
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persons all disagreeing amongst themselves and each of them a 
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them all with full power and authority On the contrary, be that 
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might be their head, has not himself any hopes of his remaining 
long in his post , so that intent upon his own concerns, he keeps 
his ears eternally pricked up against every report of change and 
confirmation Besides all that, there is another defect, and which 
IS this That if these five or six happen to differ essentially about 
any matter of importance, they are obliged to apply to the Gov- 
ernor and Council, and to wait for orders from thence And this 
Governor and Council, obliged to partage their attention betwixt 
that infinity of public transactions and businesses that concern 
their dominions and conquests , and that other infinity of matters 
that concern their own state of personal warfare , what betwixt 
watching over their dominions in these provinces, and answer- 
ing very long letters from Europe , guarding against their 
national enemies abroad, both in Europe and Hindostan, and 
providing against personal enemies at home , betwixt examining 
accounts of'corors of rupees and providing for the Company's^ 
mercantile purchases , betwixt receiving as Sovereigns the 
revenues of so many dominions in their old and new conquests j 
what with these, and an infinity of other avocations, public or 
private, these men, with such a load of business on their 
shoulders, have no time to answer letters of Provincial Councils? 
or to give the proper orders thereon They dispatch what 
business they think most urgent, and write answers to the 
'Provincial Councils, just as they find time and opportunity , else 
’matters' remain at a stand for years together, in those parts, or 
are determined, at last, as the Provincial Councillors can agree 
together, or as it appears^expedient to the foremost of them, or 
as it IS most easy of execution, whether right or wrong 

Were any of those Gentlemen preposed to the direction of 
affairs, wdth a responsibility attached to his office , and were 
the regulation of those Provincial parts fixed on him, and himself 
allowed to stay long enough in his office to acquire knowledge 
and credit, so as to be convinced assuredly that the bad or good 
state of such a city would be laid to his account, and imputed to 
his %:ianagement , there is no doubt but that such a man would 
look upon such a eity as his own -freehold, and would exert 
himself to the utmost of his power in promoting its w'elfare ; 

, there is no doubt but that such a man, for fear of after-reckon- 
ings about a dim'inution of inhabitants and revenues, would 
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give hiQibelf no rest in quieting and cherishing the subject, and 
in making that district flourtahlng and litppv whereby the 
country would become more populous and himself would be the 
better for U id his private concerns But as the Councils and 
Committees are packed up now every one of the Members is 
intent only upon removing every suspidon of fault or mis 
behaviour from his owm person and making it fast upon bic 
neighbour’s shoulders after wlifch he thinks himself safe No 
wonder then, if they are eternally at variance \nih each other 
It appears by ancient records that go back a* far as tlie 
creation of the world, that whenever these ^oanlnes have been 
invaded by foreign armies the conquerors alvrays^ividcd into 
two dlsbnct bodies, that bad diBerent viewb. Some of them 
who did not intend to stay, and thought only of slaughter and 
plunder, made ba^te to display the standard of return and to 
begone, as soon as they bad got plunder and booty euoagb to 
gratify their avarice Those men wanting from this land jewels 
only and money, by whatever means tbe^ might be obtained 
killed and plundered as fast as they could, and thro went avva> 
But there were otliers that thought in a quite different manner 
and these intending to settle for ever and to iix the foot of 
residence and permanency in these countries had a mind of 
turning their conquest into a palnmony for themselves and of 
making it their property and their inhcnlancc These never 
failed to assemble as many as had remained from the slaughter^ 
and to dierish them la the palm of the hand of benevolence 
TTiesc bent the whole strength of their genius In secunng the 
happiness of their new subjects , nor did the) ever abate any 
thmg from tlieir efforts, until they had intermarried with the 
natives, and got children and families from them and had 
become naturalized Tlielr immediate successors having learned 
the language of the country, behaved to its inhabitants as 
brothers of one mother and one language And although the 
Gcnloos seem to be a generation apart and dlsbnct from the 
rest of mankind ahd they are swayed by such differences in 
religion genets and ntes as will necessaril) render all Musul 
men aliens and profane, in their eje* and although the) 
keep up a strangeness of ideas and practices, which beget 
a wide difF'*renco in customs and actions, yet in process of 
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time, they drew nearer and nearer , and as soon as fear and 
aversion had worn away, we see tliat this dissimilarity and alien- 
ation have terminated in friendship and union, and that the two 
nations have come to coalesce together into one whole, like milk 
and sugar that have receiv'ed a simmering In one word, we 
have seen them promote heartily each other's welfare, have 
common ideas, like brothers from one and the same mother, and 
feel for each other, as children of the same family , and this is 
so far true, that from the moment the son of the new Prince had 
acquired the name of presumptive heir, from that momevit 

c 

submission and acquiescence became a thing of course, and an 
article of fashion, every one yielding to him a willing obedience, 
and thinking that none was so worthy of dominion and govern- 
ment as himself And this sense of attachment became recipro- 
cal , for the reigning Emperor and Ins Imperial Prince, looking 
henceforward upon this land to be their patrimony and inheritance, 
conceived as much affection for their new subjects, as if they 
had been their children , fully sensible that they would all join 
together so heartil) in repelling the common enemy, as to make 
him lose ev ery hope of any public or priv'ate assistance For 
such IS Sheh-Saady’s opinion and precept, in these two verses 

The subject is a tree, if you cherish it , 

You will eat of its fruit, to your heart's desire 
Those Princes, therefore, throughly sensible that the 
strength and firmness of their Go\ernment and power rested on 
the number and ease of their subjects, and the consequent culti- 
vation of the land, did everything in their power to keep them 
quiet and happy , and this is that which rendered their dominions 
flourishing, and the generality of their people contented and 
wealthy, and also submissive 

VERSES OF SAADY 
Be kind to the subject and fear nothing from foreign wars , 

For when a king is just, the, love of his subject is for him a mighty army 
I have had myself opportunities* of seeing wuth my own 
eyes, and of hearing with my own ears, the consequences of 
good and bad government , and this happened at the time when 
the Shah-zada-aaly goher, who is no<v our Emperor, under tlie- 
name of Shah-aalem, was waging war against the English nation 
in the plains of Azim-abad As soon as it became certain that 
the Imperial Prince intended an expedition into'the province of 
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wall , and this happens not only becauae the Gentlemen having 
always a deal of business of their own to transact, cannot afford 
much of their time to others, but chiefly becanse they cannot 
understand each other, and are unable to have a communication 
of ideas. Whence ft follows iliat no benefit is reaped by either 
description of men from such an intercourse but as the Hindians 
arc Mwaya the petitioners, they always prove the greatest loser* 
from that mconvenience, being always at a loss what to do next 
And if the Moonshy or the Divan happen to be the interpreter 
of communication, and the canal of comprehension and expla 
nation it becomes necessary for the petitioner that after having 
said a few words to the master he explains the rest entirely to 
the Moonshy on which oocaaion the latter asks the whole matter 
over again and it is seldom but the suitor is thereby put off 
hlfi guard and gives rise to much discontent and much dlssatiS' 
facbon on either side Were these men now, who rule every 
where to remalo for a length of time m command, they would 
become acquainted with the language customs, and usages of 
one district, and would acquire a full knon ledge of the several 
individuals that dwell m the same nor Is there any doubt, but 
that they would rule much better and become much likelier to 
promote the welfare of the people than would be a stranger, 
who alwaji comes choroughJv unacquainted with either men 
language, or country 

On the other hand as these rulers have all their necessanes 
from their own country, it follows that the handycraflsmen and 
artificers of this land suffer constanUy, live in distress, and find 
It difficult to procure a livelihood sufficient to support Ibeir lives 
For as the English are now the rulers and the masters of this 
country, as well as the only nch men m it to nhom can those 
poor people look up for offering the productions of their art 
so as to benefit by their expenses ? It Is only some artificers 
that can find a livehood with the English, such as carpenters 
silver smiths iron smiths &c , na} they subsist upon belter 
terms than they did under the Hlndostany Government, and 
possibly two or three trades more, the names whereof I cannot 
now recollect, may fare the better for these strangers Bat as 
to those numerous artificers of other denominations, they have no 
other resource' left than that of begging or thieving Numbers, 
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therefore have alre.id) quitted then homes and countries , and 
numbers unwilling to leave their abodes, have made a covenant 
with hunger and distress, and ended their lives in a coinei ot 
their cottages To heighten this picture now. let us imagine 
that at such a time of general distress and want of employment 
as this, when to get a meal at night is become a matter of so 
much difficulty, we arc perpetually cursed with shoals of peons 
or messengers, and constables of the Foiljdary office, all let 
loose upon the necessitous people, vv horn Ihov torment by every 
invention which chicane and accusation can contrive These 
WTetches, under pretence of dieUmone} to themselves, harass^ the 
people with so much crueltv , that the shaft has sunk to the quick, 
and the knife has cut through to the bone , and it is thus that 
the Fodjdary office, originll) set up for the ease of the subject, 
has been perverted into a scene of extortion and tjranny Nor 
dose such an evil come alone and by itself , it comes along wuth 
the want of employment, and flie want of subsistence, and over 
and above the vexation of being often impressed for public 
service Nor does that evil make any distinction betwixt the 
high, the low, or the middling, nor is there any one to recur to 
m so much distress, but God Almighty As the English Gentle- 
men, to rid themselves of the necessity of hearing these poor 
people, have made them over to the Fodjdars, and these Fodjdars, 
w'lth their substitutes, find their own welfare in undoing these 
poor people, they go on without remorse in their iniquitous 
proceedings, and make nothing of spreading every day upon 
their table the carcass of some wretched, as an addition to their 
dessert 

The melting of the candle affords a hold to the moth 

The oppressor finds his livelihood close to the oppressed 
Thanks be to God, that since the Fodjdary has been taken 
from the Indians, and lodged in the hands of English Gentlemen, 
these violences have ceased and the weather has a little clear- 
ed up for the poor May God grant that, in other matters like- 
wise, evil may be changed into good ' 

The third cause that hinders the tranquillity of the country, 
and proves a bar to the happiness of the people, may be found 
out m the endless variations in the persons appointed to posts 
of trust and charges of importance 
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In this country thp custom was, first of all, to ^qm^e 
thoroughly into any ones faculties and abllltje?, |o fxan^lae 
Into his fitness and |nto the goodness of hfs character, and 
then to appoint him to an office, where as soon as his talepts, 
hia eaactitnde and bis good management had been pet to the 
test, he was confirmed of course and he acquired daily an 
experience which enabled him to dispatch business with so 
mneb vivacity and steadiness that li/e was idee a parterre laid 
out mth odonferons flowers of delightful hues But tfiese rules 
and maxims are not adhered to by the English They appoint 
to offices at their pleasure or on powerful recommendation or 
on the seniority of rank without minding whether the appoint 
ed is completely Incapable of fulfilling his dut} or nnllkely 
evfcr after to acquire abilities For it has been often experienced 
that one of them being appointed to an office to which he was 
a complete stranger managed so well as to acquire a stock of 
knowledge and rtblllUcs that would now entitle him to such an 
appointment of course were he to be appointed hereaftq* to ft 
wbeolol presently such a mao ^vas transferred elsewhere apd 
another appointed in his stead who was as complete a stranger 
to the duties of that static a had been the former and where 
as the English ha\e bes-idcs a custom of coming for a number 
of) ears and then of gjing away to pav i visit to their native 
country without any one of them shewing an inclination to fix 
himself In this land hence ignorance and incapacity come to be 
transmitted from hand to hand ^nd as they join to thaf custom 
that other one of theirs which every one of those emigrants holds 
to be of Dmne obligation I mean that of scraping tc^cther ns 
muchmone) in this countr) they can and carrydng it m immense 
sums to the kingdom of England bO it is not urprising at all if 
these two customs blended together should be cycr undermining 
and ruining this country and should become an eternal bar to its 
ever flourishing again The case was different heretofore It 
yvas these Gentlemen that imported ev'crj year gold and sUyer 
into this land where joining that yvhich y\as alread) in the land 
it procured an abundant circulation and promoted eyer) ones 
good. Still notyviihsUnding all those disconragements, It hap 
pens sometimes that a man once promoted to an office acquires 
in a course of \ea e such ft stock of knowledge and snch abilities 
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as afford hopes of his continuing in it, and of his ruling accord- 
ing to those abilities of his which he has been at so much pains 
to hoard up , when straight there comes upon him a group of 
two or three men from Europe, who know nothing of business, 
but are superior to him in rank, or seniority, or influence , and 
these take possession of his post, while the man of abilities and 
merit, disgusted and discontented at his being deprived of what 
he deserved, thinks of going home, and of leaving the field to 
the disposal of the ignorant new-comers, w'ho now sit in his 
stead, and in their ignorance of men and things, are immediately 
surrounded and hooked in by a set of wary, artificious fellow^s, 
who, by hanging out false lights, and shewing them pretended 
flowery paths, and false gardens evergreen, find means to lead 
them by the nose, and to become meanwhile the centre and 
hinges of every matter of importance, to the utter ruin of all 
the good which their predecessor had done, and to the disturbance 
of all the regulations which he had been at so much pains to 
establish , and years elapse and come to pass, before these new'- 
comers become qualified enough to hear of the practices of these 
their dependants But even supposing that the able and ex- 
perienced man above, foregoing his journey home, should choose 
to stay amongst the new-comers, nevertheless, as matters are to 
be transacted in a Council, all his efforts and all his speeches prove 
to be of no avail, unless the three uninformed new-comers choose 
to listen to reason themselves, and to enforce his regulations on 
their side We have even seen that these men, being very 
often misled by their informers and dependants, as well as 
carried away by a desire of becoming themselves the centre of 
all tiansactions, are very apt to pay no regard, and to afford The fourth 
no confidence, to the representations of the able man above , ^^n«sof 
but on the contrary, sure of a preponderance enforced by a 
majority of, for instance, thiee or four to one, they put shackles mg Council 
to his feet, and hinder his proceeding in business , all'w’hich we 
have seen to pass, when the Governor-General was overpowered 
by General Clavering and his party , nor do matters go much 
otherwise in the six departments of Bengal 

The fourth cause is what they call the Council That 
Council IS an assembly similar tn that brought togt ther bv the 
second Qhahf, for the purpose of choosing a successor to himself, 
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bat m which his intention was to debar the femalei of the 
Prince of the Faithful from those rights fixed on them by Divine 
institution (134) It xtgnlfies an assembly^of Qentlemen intent 
upon B particular busiaeu» where if there be a diversity of opinion 
that opinion gets the better and is approved of that has most 
Members on its side whereas if the votes be eqnal then as the 
Governor in consequence of bis snpenor station and dlgnit), is 
counted for two men, his side preraiU just as it did happen in 
Abdol rabman 8 Council But that method, although extremely 
advantageous (since penetration aod safety are alwaj s to be 
found where there is consoUation,) has nevertheless its Incon 
venienaes. Now it u a condition requisite in all consultations, 
that tlie person who is to give bis advice, should have deserved 
to be trusted, and also that the foot of private views and par 
tiallties shooid not find admittance in the assembly , condibons 
that are not to be found in the English CounciJ and which prob 
ably did not exist tn the Arabian one neither Such assemblies, 
besides are to be wished forootyonsuchoccasionsof eitraordioaiy 
importance as embarrass the minds of the uncertain and stag 
ger the feet of the most discerning^ and noways In the details 
of execution and still less In every small matter, and every 
mlnuUz that roa) occur Such a system gives rise loan infinity 
of disturbances and confusions, and perpetually Impedes the 
wheels of Government espcaally where the business requires 
dispatch and vivacit} or where it is a question to determine 
dififerantj, or to send necessary' orders Thr rules of the Coun 
al happen to be such that whatever business has come to be 

(134) The Prifice, or First of Belkms is Avl/ coosfa aid s<nHa 4 *w to 
MabooMti foralthoufb Qhadldja the Ucnesxe^s first coasort led Zdid, hlf 
safTSDt, bad alraad/ beUered Aalj made do accooet of them, u thtj were of the 
botoa, and be coetlaued to M/le hhueU the First of Bcllerera The secoad 
Qhallf Of s uem sor to Maboraet, that b, the secoed ArabUn Bmperor was Ocaai ; 
whose {uteetfoa la assemblhif that Coaodl was to fix the socccxsIod apoa Osmao, 
or Otbmao, who la fact did soccecd him in the QhaHfat, to the eielaslon of Aalj 
who did not becone the {oorth sscceesor tlH loo^ after This preftrenre was 
worth to Orman sereoteco rtahi wblrh were ^rto him bj the eora|;ed pertlsans 
of Aetr a bloodp tranactlon, of wbicb the latter rtmalaed so mach sespeded, that 
when Moariah contlo andSeerrtaryto Mahomet opealjrcrohed ifsliatthat foorth 
saccessor and rejected whh ladlfsatloa hti first commaads, he ordered Osmans 
bloody shirt to be fixed to the top of a spear aad. in hh first battle made aw of It 
as hU ^rindpal standard 
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offered to the Governor of Calcutta, or to the ruler of some other 
place, at the present moment, or has been prayed for by the 
petitioners this long \\hilc, all that is kept in store for the day 
of assembling the Council, when the above affairs are proposed 
m that assembly, the respective Agents and Advocates attend- 
ing the same, at uhich time, if all that store of business is put 
an end to, and is determined, the Council give their answer in 
the form of a decree , else, the petitioners are to wait for another 
Council , and as over and above the multiplicity of public busi- 
ness, there are at all times dissensions in that assembly, and a 
diversity of opinions, whether out of friendship to any one,, or 
out of disgust to the petitioner, whilst there is often an opposi- 
tion of \otes, as for instance, when to of the Members side 
with one person, and two or three more support another, or be- 
cause some enmity has been conceived by one of their depend- 
ants to the petitioner , hence a sensible man will easily conclude 
that a determination becomes difficult and nearly impossible. 
And thus, after numbers have been consuming their time in attend- 
ance, if any one should, by chance come to gam his cause, it 
proves that upon the whole he is no gainer at all Heretofore 
there was in every district a Chief, a man of knowledge, abilities, 
and experience, who determined with an absolute authority in 
every matter, and every difference , nor had he more than two or 
three principal dependants On a first representation from a 
petitioner, the matter was immediately taken up and examined, 
and a determination was instantly given, to the best of the Chief's 
abilities After a proper examination, an order, where necessary, 
was issued, and the plaintiff went away, either the same day, or 
a few days after, with his award in his pocket So that matters 
had an end, one after another , nor was it necessary, a^ it is now 
the case, that a man, after having spent years of his time in 
expectation, and great part of his life in attendance, should, at 
the end of that, find himself disappointed and undone In the 
beginning of the ^dominion of the English, where there was but 
one Chief to apply to, and but one able Deputy as Radja Shytdb- 
riy, and others, to transact the minutiae of business, the affairs of 
the natives went on briskly, and were dispatched, in some man- 
ner or other, but still were dispatched , nor was the people of 
God obliged to undergo such doubts and such losses of time, as 
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\Ve afee t<i-day and although those times were not free from 
partialities and private views neither yet upon the whole matters 
dowed on s^Wftly be it fn what manner soever it seemed best 
to their rulers Nor did the miseries of endless delay and end 
less expectation melt mankind away nor did the people of God 
become the victims of endless altercation amongst their rulers 
For 1 remember that on the dismission of Radjah Sbytdb-rdy when 
Mr Georage Vansittait was appointed Chief and became the centre 
of all business I took the liberty to represent to him “That Radja 
“ Sbytib r4y used to spend his time from one half of each da) 

‘ dcAvn to one third of each night in hearing petitions and in 
' giving decisions by which assiduity he dispatched ranch busi 
‘nAss, and gave a great deal of ease to every one I added that 
the people of God deprived of such a man would very naturally 
express their anxiety about what might bfi his pleasure now 
on that head He answered that being net ^eeusiomedt like 
Shyi&b rAy to sit tn public aaion^st hundreds ef people nor io 
listen to complaints and to determine causes, he could net 
believe that he would be able to comprehend one-half ef them 
but that those that had any business with Government might 
apply to himself privately as he ceneerved that tn the recess 
dnd silence of a closet he would be more recollected and better 
able to give a decision Upon this I requested that orders 
should be given to the sentries to admit all comers and direc 
Uons to the ushers or cbopdars to introduce every one, Im 
mediatefy ho gave the necessary ordars and they proved strict 
orders and as he was a man of quick apprehension and very 
active in bod) and mind and couid not bear to ha\e his 
lesson taught him b) a Moonshy or Secretary or his task 
dictated to by a Divan or Indeed by an) man he proved to be 
as good as his word and he constantly dispatched a great deaf 
of bussiness. This stale of things did not last, and the affairs 
and petitions growing numerous people began to suffer from 
delays when after a little time Mr Law arrived and wiped 
dean the eyes of the people of God mth the sleeve of goodness 
and affablUt) After this God kno^vs what is likely to happen 
For it appears that to find ont one single man s wa) and to 
upon good terms ^vftb him Is an easy matter or If he be dls 
contented It is not difficult to make up matter with him hot 
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lo find one i. \\a\ to the lax or ol fifteen or twenty pcrsonb, or 
c\en more, that co:npot>e a Council, (incliidmg ti?eir dependants 
ind officers), or to guard against their resentment, is a tusk very 
difficult and complicated, and ‘'Uch .O' e\ce(‘ds the power and 
abilities of a poor, suitor and nulee«l such as would prove 
above the patience of an\ one \e\er was this so well brought 
to the proof v'^s alter Radja Sh} i,1b-ra) 's flNinission, and the 
establishment of a Council in his stead It was at the festival 
ending the Rsma.'an, or month of fast, when the Kobiiit) , Gcnlr) , 
and principal nen of tlic cii\ who used in that da) to offer 
their ne/uri? to Rirfia Sh\(al)-ra\. wt*re jkh essitaled to pay (.liat 
mark of re'.pc''t to c\er\ one of the five Mi rnbers of tin* Council 
\ansiltart, on seeing this, could not help observing openl), that 
whoever hitherto had been clear v\ith presenting one mohur or 
one rupee onlv. would be now obliged to provide five, which 
was what manv could not afford, vvlicreupon liaving conferred 
upon the subject w ith the others, he published, that at the next 
festival of the Corban or Sacrifice people should present one 
nezur to the Chief only, and that would be enough, as no other 
was wanted, or expected , and in fact, so it came to pass But 
some professed flatterers, who wished no good to anv money 
that might remain in an Hindostani’s pocket, went out, notwith- 
standing the prohibition , and, to shew their sentiments of 
respect to greater advantage, thev repaired to the houses of the 
other Members, and presented a particular nezur tp each ot 
them Some that could ill afford the contribution, did tlie same, 
lest the Gentlemen, thinking themselves slighted, should bear 
them a grudge, and those that were utterly unable, submitted 
to their fate, and remained moping in their corners 

The fifth cause consists in the difference betwixt the manner 
in w'hich the English in olficc appear in public, and give audience 
to suitors, and that in which iL has been at all times pustom^ry 
to hold a Durbar in this country 

Our illustrious Sovereigns of Hindostan, those Princes so 
studious of justice and equity, had it in custom to divide their 
time for different purposes, and had made a rule of that dis- 
tribution, on which they never encroached by any other occupa- 
tion , but in that division, two kinds of businesses held always the 
first rank The first was the examination and decision of affairs 
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relative to revenue and Goierninent the second the rights of 
Indhidoals and the rules of distributive justice to the people of 
GoA For each of these purposes they had set apart to da^'s 
in the week, at which time they appeared publicly in all their 
pomp grandeur and glor^ The) \rere surrounded at some 
distance b) their Ministers and ofiScers and the) ga\e a 
general audience nhero an^ one might present his petition 
himself and speak to them face to face, by v.hlcb means the 
Sovereign being informed of tbe state of the country, and of 
the behaviour of Its rulers could provide such a remed) as the 
matter required and b) such means he became acquainted 
with the wants and complaints of his subjects and dependants, 
Bot as those Princes did not live In one and the same place but 
made a tra\elllng circuit almost every ) ear, of course thej had 
opportunities of hearing with their own ears and of seeing with 
their own eyes the circumstances of the subject and the neces 
sides of the country In the same manner they spent two da^Ti in 
tbe week In rendering justice and in hearing the cries of tbe 
oppressed nor did they shew any impatience at tbe screams 
and reproaches of tbe crowds that pressed npon them Matters 
are far from being so now with the English Gentlemen as 
these (and this has been already hinted at in the foregoing 
sheeb) hale appearing in public aodJecces and whenever they 
come to appear at ail it is to betray extreme uneasiness 
impatience, and anger on seeing themselves surrounded by 
crow'ds, and on hearing tbdr complaints and clamours. Hence 
It follows naturally that thc> must be In the dark with respect 
to the real state of the country and the circumstances of the 
subject and hence multitudes of people remain deprived of the 
sight of their rulers and neser see any thing of that benignity 
and that munificence which might be expected from people that 

now sit on the throne of Kings and figure as the reprcsentallves 
of Emperors. 

\ ERSES OF SAAD\ 

Here b th« oelj- eoodlri<« oo which i refer can Dr* 

AodthUb,lli*t he be taerferof thedxcwnut octeof theUit ot hb enbjrtlj 

If the English, In ImiUtion of those to whom they have 
succeeded \ouchs»fed to set spirt some of their time for these 
Undsbie purposes, sod st cerUin stated times, gave admission 
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indiscriminately to all people, and heard their prayers by them- 
selves, with gentle manners, and personal enquiry into the 
circumstances of their suitors , it is certain that even so small 
a change would gain their hearts, and would render them fear- 
less and intrepid in exhibiting complaints, and representing 
matters against the very servants of their rulers , and although 
all this might not be brought to bear without some expense, and 
some trouble, on account of their being not accustomed to that 
practice, yet the benefits resulting from such an intercourse, 
would prove to be innumerable, and w'ould be felt by both sides 
May God grant that, as a favor to them and to us, there wmuld 
result from that mutual commerce a nearer and more beneficial 
acquaintance with the inhabitants of this climate * For having 
once got acquainted with one individual, and tried his degree 
of ability, and his particular talent in business, they could station 
him accordingly, and oblige him as his rank or abilities might 
point out , and as they should come to know to what particular 
business he is fit, they might draw' such services from him, as 
they should wish, or think convenient Now all this is not attain- 
able, without personal intercourse, and w'lthout inquiring into 
the characters and tempers of men , still less without observing 
every one’s behaviour in a variety of circumstances, by changing 
the discourse, and hearing him.speak on a variety of subjects, 
especially m this time and age, when there is so much envy and 
obloquy, and so much slander and artifice in every transaction 
The sixth cause is that the English have deprived the in- 
habitants of these countries of various branches of commerce 
and benefit, which they liad ever enjoyed heretofore 

Our ancient Princes, who after the tumult of conquest, had 
conceived the project of making their homes of this country, 
were generous enough, after appropriating to the Crown the 
conquered provinces, and the principal revenues and tributes, 
to establish a vast body of pensions, and Djaghirs (135), for 

(135) The Djagh%r is a grant of land, severed either from the immediate 
demesnes of the Crown, or from the usual revenues of a province It difftrs from 
the Altumgha in this, that the latter is irrevocable although reversible, whereas the 
former is both reversible and revocable The Amlacs, Atmas, Mided-meashes, &c , 
&c , are lands set apart for charitable uses , for instance, to afford a subsistence to the 
physician of the town or city, to decayed noble families, and also to some Ministers 
of the Church, although these last are pro\ided for by Church-lands or Vacss 
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Altumghaa and chanty land*, a* well a* to afisodate in the enjoy 
ment of their conquest, most of their pnnapal relations and pnn 
opal followers, together with the most considerable men of the 
land itself and at the same time they had left open to the subject 
vanous ways of revenues and livelihood, amonnting to many 
corors a year, as a provision for the balk of the inhabitants. 
Djaghjrs, to the amount of lacs and revenues to the amount 
of mighty sums, were bestowed on Noblemen whether Musul 
men or Hindoos, and indeed upon any others indiflferently 
according to their stations and merits, with the hope of farther 
preferment In proportion to their abilrtiea and exertions in the 
sdrvice And in fact nothing was more common than to sec 
these Noblemen promoted to higher emoluments after having 
exhibited further proofs of their xeal and activity, nor was this 
munificence restricted to their own nation Old friends or new 
ones, old subjects or recent one^ all of whatever religion, 
nation or tribe and profession they might be, were made par 
takers of their bounty but old decayed people aroongat them 
and the necessitous together with the children of their old 
servants end followers as well as the poor and needy, from 
whom prayers only and good wishes oonld be expected were 
relieved with gifts of Altumgbas, Amlacs, and such other 
lands which were set apart for pious oses and which they 
quietly cnjoicd As to the other ways of deriving Incomes, 
for instanccj from mercbandiiing and from the exercise of arts 
and trade all these were left open for all the world and 
although they were .made to sec vanous branches of reveoue 
in those articles they never turned their eyes that way but left 
ail that for the bulk of the people Over and above that thou 
sands and hundreds of thousands oi men (136}, horse and foot, 
were kept in constant pay whether in the service of the Emperor 
or of the Governors of provinces, and thej all enjoyed an easy 
livelihood Compare now those multitudes with even that small 
number of men that still get a livelihood by enjoying Djsghirf 
and Altumghas in the English dominions Even these tn 

(136) The troop* of U«Empir«.oj»dCTSlalHditIiao eesr the Emperor’* 

pmoa, or ttMtioaed la tir frotUfm or h gnrrisoB Mmcaotad to tbore rifb* 
haodrtd tod fifty tbottuad men tod under hi* wo, Aerwr ilb, to Mif ■ minioo, 
ooe-hn]f of Ibem armlry 
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consequence of the mattention of the English to the concerns of 
us, poor Hindostames, and m consequence of the po\\er left to 
their dependants and to extortionary Zemindars , in conse- 
quence, I say, of the cruelty of their lease-takers, and of the 
hardness of heart and faithlessness of tlie subordinate rulers, 
even these poor people also are come to experience a variety 
of losses, injuries and damages For it is notorious that abuses 
have crept into that branch of the administration too, as it has 
been already mentioned in the article of charity and legacy 
lands, and in that of that Atheist, Zehoor-ollah-beg, and 
thanks be to God that there happened to be over against thSt 
flinty-hearted man such a person as Governor Hushtin in this 
land, and that the sufferings endure by these poor people for 
the space of a whole year's attendance, were rewarded at last 
by the Governor-General's having the goodness to remove that 
load of evils which oppression strove to place upon their heads 
On the other hand, out of that vast multitude of people, called 
musqueteers, whose numbers were heretofore counted by ten 
thousands in these provinces, only a small number of them 
have obtained a livelihood by inlisting as Talingas in the Eng- 
lish service , and yet it was these two provinces that fed and 
paid regularly forty or fifty thousand horse, which were either 
in the Viceroy’s service immediately or mediately, in that of 
his sons or relations and officers, or in that of the principal 
Zemindars of the province Thousands and thousands of mer- 
chants followed that numerous cavalry, and according to their 


respective means and callings, found a certain income m their 
connections with them, and in thteir turns afforded a livelihood to 
multitudes of others Now matters go otherwise Service for 
troopers and cavalry, there is none at all , and of the various 
branches of trade, heretofore open to all, none is left free They 
are all engrossed by the Company themselves, or by the English 
in general , as these, whether they enjoy the Company’s service, 
and of course have power and influence, or chance to be other- 
wise circumstanced, very seldom are without concerns in trade 
But if, with all that, it happens that most of the superior military 
officers,’ whilst shewing a shyness for trade, are really merchants 
invested with high powers and authority, how can the poor 
subject pretend to derive a subsistence from merchandising? 
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Would they dare It? On the other hand, thousands of artificers 
cannot earn enough to support their families, as has been 
shewn a little abo\c, because their arts and callings are of no 
use to the English nor can it be expected that the Nobility of 
this land, reduced as it is to that distress which we have already 
pointed out should afford to take the works of these people 
off their hands, and to gi^e them employment as they used to 
do In former times b> keeping them always busy, sometimes 
in their own houses It Is even become a matter of wonder 
and a subject of thanksgivlngto the Divine Goodness how these 
poor people can make a shift to 11\ e now and how to this da^ 
most of them go on and endure with their children and families 
Were the English to take Into their service some thousands 
of that cavalry once commanded by snch renowned Officers as 
Sheh mu6j-eddln-qhan and Ahmed^jhan and the like there is 
no dout but these men would render them important services 
In their wars against the cavalry of either the Marhattas or the 
Sykes, especially If care was taken to attach them to the service 
and to excite their zeal and emulation nor would these military 
services be the only advantages to be reaped by entertaining 
such a cavalry There are some others that would arise collateral 
iy to such an establishment as for instance a further facility 
of livelihood to the people In general, an addition of numbers 
to the farming tribe and an increase of reveune to Government 
The seienth cause may be found In the overgrowing power 
of the Zemindars and in their being trusted too much 

It Is deemed an undeniable truth amongst the men of sense 
of this land and it was a standing rule amongst the Princes of 
these kingdoms that no trust is to be reposed in the uords of a 
Zemindar, not eten in his most solemn promises and treaties 
as they are to a man a refractory short sighted faithless set of 
people that mind nothing but present Interest, and require ahvap 
a strict hand Our Go\criunent took care therefore that the) 
should not get an opportnnlt) of resisting or dlsobejing and 
likoivise that they should not acquire the means of resistance 
and obstinac) as the) are evil-doers bv profession, and at all 
times disposed to Injury and to distress the people of God c^e^ 
ready to Infest the highways to plunder and kill the tra>ellers 
and the unwarj ever ready to torment the subjects, and even 
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the Nobles, destroy the countr}, to rum the revenue, and to 
distress and injure Go\ eminent All these are the accustomed 
performances of that malevolent race , and it was to keep them 
in awe, and occasionally to administer correction to them, that 
so man^ illustrious Fodjdars vv’ere stationed with such a number 
of officers and dependants No trust was reposed in their 
words, nor in their actions , for their character was thoroughly 
understood The} were looked upon to be an incorrigible race 
Now, in contradiction to ancient maxims, and to rules of old 
standing, and in contradiction to the most approv^ed opinions, 
held equally by eminent merchants, as well as by kiTownng 
Princes, the English rulers have thought proper to compare the 
Zemindars of this countr} to the Zemindars and land-holders 
of their own, men whose possessions amount to no more than 
a few thousand yards of ground, or at most to an estate of two 
or three cosses in circuit, and who being all men of education 
and honor, pass their lives in enjoying their estates and beauti- 
ful seats, and in keeping open tables It to such men that 
the English Government has ventured to compare the Zemin- 
dars of Hindostan, and by comparision, to repute them men 
of honor and sentiment, worthy of being held in esteem and 
consideration, and deserving to be entrusted with full pow^ers 
over their Zemindaries or estates , and yet it is these very men 
of honour and sentiments that rum the whole country, torment 
the men of distinction settled of old m their lands, and are 
waiting only that time and opportunity may put it in their 
power by some extraordinary event, at once to display the 
standard of rebehon and dispute, and to raise commotions of 
consequence They live quietly now', and astonished at the 
heavy blows they have felt from the hand of the English, as 
well as overawed by the superiority acquired everywhere by 
that nation, they wnnk at the state of things, and meanwhile, 
sure of the interest they have obtained, they silently pillage 
and oppress mankind , whilst the English rulers at the same 
time seem not to believe their conspiracies, and their malevo- 
lence and oppressions, or to have within their breasts some 
scheme, which to us, ignorant men, is yet a profound secret 
The eighth cause of the declining state of these countries 
may be ascribed, as it has been already obseived, to the 
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enormous delay's experienced In obtaining decisions from the 
Governor and CounciJ or In receiving the answers requested 
by the Provincial Councils and others TTiose delays arise 
from their being, both the one and the other extremely occupied 
by their own concerns, and etcmaHy bus^ in attacking or in 
defending, as well as from their being overloaded with an in 
mensity of public business a deplorable situation that necessarily 
occasions those incredible delays which dishearten which amaie 
which ruin and overwhelm every one that has the misfortune to 
have any business \vith them Were a man of consequence 
appointed to hear such petitions at stated times for the pprpose 
of making his report to the Governor and Council and were 
the necessary answers to the Provincial Council liable to fewer 
delays such a change andoubtedly would conduce to the ease 
and happiness of maltltudes of people and the Governor and 
Council would hear their names proclaimed everywhere as 
being the cherishers of the inhabhanU of this land the true 
lovers of justice and the benefactors of mankind nor could 
such a change hurt the English interest in any manner But 
thanVs are due to God Almighty the Author of aJI good coun 
sels, that since these lines have been written I have heard that 
a lesser Committee has been appointed on purpose for such 
affairs, and that the standard of expectation and impatience 
being let down some relief bas been administered to the poor 
despairing suitors of this country 

The ninth cause is as It has been already observed that 
the English pay too much r^ard to scnionty whereas, It is 
talent and abilities that are the matter in question and not 
seniority of service or recommendation whenever it is necessar) 
to fill up a post of consequence, and to provide for the happiness 
of a whole people. If without deviating too mnch from the 
rules of service Englishmen of capacity dlscemment and 
experience, were sent Into the several districts where their 
character should have time to ripen, with a certitude of being 
fixed In that particular branch of business and if after having 
deserved the confidence of their owners and of the public they 
were left to enjoy their oflSce, without fear of being displaced 
and If to so salutary a measure, Government added at the same 
time, that other of sending Into eafch district a man of sense 
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knowledge, and credit, for a Divan, who, in a capacity similar 
to those Caintn-goeSy or Chancellors of old appointed by Islam- 
shah, should be made independent of any revolutions in the 
Council, unless indeed he should pio\e guilty of some mis- 
demeanour; there is no doubt but mighty benefits might be 
derived from such a regulation. But at the same time it would 
be requisite that he should never lose sighc of this, that as the 
Members of the Couiu.il are Englishmen, that is Lords and 
masters of this land, it is incumbent upon him never to deviate, 
either in his words or behaviour, from that respect which behoves 
him, both as a subject and a servant It is requisite, likqjvise, 
that the Gentlemen, once sensible of his being an useful, zeal- 
ous man, and an old attendant on that board, should listen to 
his advice in all matters, and not suffer their particular Divans 
and iloonshies (Secretaries) to engross all to themselves This 
was a precaution constantly attended to, under George Vansittart, 
and also under .Mr Ayo'un Law Whenever such a trusty 
servant at an) time becomes guilty of any misdemeanour or 
.infidelity, he must be punished in proportion to his guilt, that ' 
others of the same office and station, taking warning from his 
disgrace, may not deviate from the path of integrity , and if 
ever it shall be convenient to establish such a Council, it would 
be proper to dimmish the number of Members, so as that they 
should not exceed the number of two or three , for the multitude 
of rulers never fails to produce confusion in business, and diffi- 
dence in the minds of the subject , and to be upon good terms 
with such a number of men, is impossible for poor people, as 
we have already hinted. It is proper also that in appointing a 
Fodjdar, with all his dependants and officers, the utmost pre- 
cautions should be used, taking care to prefer not only none but 
men of experience and capacity, but also none but men of a 
humane disposition , and it may be e^^en said that, as Fodjdars 
go now in these days, there needs none at all. In the cities, 
the Cutwal will do all that business, full as well, if he be equally 
able and humane, and little inclined to oppression ; and in the 
country, the man in office or ruler is enough for such a purpose 
For when those officers, so appointed, shall know that people 
can approach their masters, and that there may be instituted 
inquiries and after- reckon mgs upon them, you may rest assured 
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that matters shall go on smoothly, that multitudes shall be 
released from distress and miseries , that the intent of dominion 
and Government shall be fnlly answered and that the Grandees 
of the land and the people of God shall exert their tongues in 
displaying the enoomlums of such benehcent rulers Let ns then 
put up our prayers to God, that He may vouchsafe to grant such a 
blessing I For He ir the best succcurert the best helper{\2'j) 
VERSES OF SAADV 

** oot ths tnu fesrlcf God, sod ippoist otot th* nbjcct 

* For bt kooin hb btulaets, sod wfll pnnrt ths srcfaiUci of their hipplrisi*. 
m mesTts bs to thse, tbst rolat thy people 

** (^r <»hi thy profit b oppmdag thy ighlect. 

" To lotruit coch people with powsr U oo coonnoiu fiolt | 

* Andso eooiTDOCu fnit to (odfo • cocomsod lo thnee baods sgslatt which 

til nUe their bsode to Hetreo 

** Cherish the Tirtootts men, sod Icsee the erlMoer 

** For tf thca do «t cheibh the bsd, thoc sit on eoem^ to thiee owoselL 

Thanks be to God that the Fodjdary office having been 
transferred to the English, one thorn has been thereby removed 
from the sides of the people of God 

The tenth cause Is, that the English are too partial to 
their own oonntrymeo, and even to their dependants 

As the people of this country have all of them become 
sabjects to the EnglUb and they have no other protector and 
no other supporter or comforter besides but God Almighty 
os they have no other masters, from whom they should expect 
mercy and forgiveneas , it is Incumbent upon those new rulers 
of thebs, that In whatever concerns dUtnbudve justice and the 
welfare of the people of this land they studiously emulate 
the scrupulous equity and the Innate Impartiality of our ancient 
Emperors, without betraying any partiality to tbeir own 
countrymen, or to thdr dependants nor to those Hindostanies 
In high ofiSccs under them On the contrary, they must at all 
times steadily make justice their main object as such a conduct 
shall do honor to thdr naUonal character in this world shall 
gladden the hearts of the high as well as the low give satlsficUon 
to the Almighty Scrutator of SecroU prepare a sure con 
solaUon for their old age and prove a resonrcc in adversity 
strengthen their numerous conquests procure them new ones 

(157) Pa»«axB of tho Cort 



MUl AQHERIN 


209 

establish their dominion solidly , and extend their renown all 
over the world Saady says 

“ God Almighty is bountiful to him that renders justice 

•' Be beneficent, be forgiving and never be uneasy about your reward ” 

The under-officers and dependants of this department ought 
to be chosen the amongst very meekest, amongst the foremost 
of those that seek the pleasure of their Maker, know the import- 
ance of religion, have high notions of fidelity and integrity, 
despise recommen laMons, and detest bribery and corruption 
They must perpetually tremble for their own honor and character, 
keep them always in view, and pay no regard to any thing, but 
God’s pleasure, and the commands of their masters Attenfion 
must be had, whenever men of this sort shall be found out, that 
they receive such a liberal salary from the generosity of Govern- 
ment, as may free their minds from anxieties about their own 
welfare, and that of their families and children , such a liberal 
provision as will leave their hearts free and at liberty to secure 
the garment of their honesty and integrity from being sullied by 
the dirt of bribery, and the mire of corruption Thanks be to 
God * that thie department also having been transferred to the 
English Gentlemen, the nails of the Indian Darogahs of Justice 
have been curtailed, and the people of God have gained ‘^ome 
release and some repose from their enormous sufferings 

The eleventh cause is the establishment of what is called 
the Supreme Court of Judicature 

It is hardly possible not to connive at misdemeanours, and 
not to forgive trespasses , for man by his nature is liable to 
forgetfulness and neglect , and should punition and retribution 
be always intendend, and always administered, few persons 
would be free or exempted from the misery of punishment 
” Nothing but dust is to be seen over this immense plain , 

" Let us cover our eyes, and pass over it, as quickly as we can(i38) ” 

In inflicting punishment and retribution, it is important to 
adhere to the modes in use in a country, and highly proper to 
pay a regard to the honor of every one, be he the meanest 
individual , for men easily submit, and willingly acquiesce, to 
whatever they find usual and established in their country , nor 

(138) This alludes to the custom of never travelling by day in some parts of 
Asia, without carrying over the eyes a kind of muffler, of muslin or of horse-hair, 
In the hot weather they travel by night 

S M VOL. Ill, — 27 
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do they ever conceive fears and apprchcDsioris on that heacL But 
when they aee any supplied unaccustomed, they think tfiat every 
thing IS upside down, and that the world will soon be at an end 
This IS the Idea which people have conceived of the actions and 
customs of the Supreme Rotal Court That tribnnal has power 
over all the English from the highest to the lowest, but sits in 
judgment by seasons and stated times A whole life is needful to 
attend their long very long proceedings and till a decision is 
given, there is no comprehending what is going on, and what is 
likely to follow nor what is the probable end of the business On 
the ^rst complaint lodged by any one be it ascertained or not the 
defendant la obliged to 6nd security to double tlie amonnt of 
the demand and if he cannot afford such a secunty the poor 
man must gro to prison and if he cannot find ball or the com 
plaint IS not withdrawn or hushed down lie must remain in prison 
ten or twelve years together whether he be guilty or not guilty 
Add to these raiscnej that to translate a petition in the English 
language the translator exacts as many ebhreffies (or double 
guineas) as there are lines translated and over and above all 
those evils and miseries so unworthily heaped over the beads of 
the poor Hincio tames u is to be lamented that, on the brat 
summons of that Court to answer to a complaint whether 
proied or not w lielhi r real or frivolous and even to give evi 
deoce on so email a matier h hi Itaving once heard of the 
affair in question or Ins having t> rn somehow acquainleil with 
It (aUhoogb in fact he hbould be no witness at all) a poor man 
mutt directly frrsake Ins famiK i tl children leave them in 
miserv want and dislrcs and run down for a whole months 
journc) to a spcl wheio b ih -tlr nd water are bad (139) and 
if before his arrival ihv I rin of ihe Ci urt over or Its Chief be 
gone out to some olb r countiy for a chinj,u of air, then the 

1139) There sr 1 • lime wheo Celrutt w t unVi ihhy But il ce Ibrt Ucne, eo 
m» j drelnt here been cut I t* territory o mvnj | r>di filled In Hi predoefe, 
lod »o many thoaiiDcl* of ireii twvo been felted dowe to fb^ eoathward of k, 
from whence blowi the cool wind io • mmer thet Celcotte b become a beaUiy 
place. \dd to thij ihoee broad rtreela bordered by krfty aJ y hooies looWnj 
like ao many PaUco and It dull be acknowledged tb t no city In lodia can be 
handaomeroc betUhler for the hoore* iMtead of forral k In Ecmpe conti 
fooui rows on each s^de of the rtreet are erery one of them loiolted « tJ to 
reedre air from eretT quarter 
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poor man must, without reason, and w’lthout subsistence, endure 
whole months at Calcutta Nor is that all There are other 
troubles and other miseries to be undergone at that tribunal, 
such as no one in Hindostan has even seen, or "So much as heard 
of , th(i least of which is, that the English laws and statutes are 
so enormously voluminous, that were a man to spend his whole 
life on them, still the attaining a full knowledge would be im- 
possible After all these miseries, how' painful it must be to a 
man, to be in the dark about the e\ent, and all the w'hile in a 
cruel suspense about his fate , constantly bereft of his family 
and beloved children , and w'lthout being able to guess at tVhat 
IS to become of himself at last? 

Preserve iis, O God Almighty ' with the whole multitude 
of your servants from such evils and miseries, if Thou really 
at t the granter of requests (140) 

The tw^elfth cause is found in the English indulging too 
much in certain abusive customs of tlieirs For instance, they trust 
too much, on one hand, to the representations of their depend- 
ants, making nothing of appointing them enquirers, especially 
whenever one has a complaint against any one of them, or 
against any of their associates, and, on the other hand, they 
pronounce in private upon matteis relative to punishments, to 
murder, to the honour of families, to the pudicity of women, or 
to much property Now in such delicate cases it is next to im- 
possible for the oppressed to have redress, or for the injured to 
recover their property It becomes therefore proper that, in 
cases of so much importance, the Governor-General and the Com- 
mittee, as w'ell as the Members of the Provincial Councils, should 
make themselves present to the oppressed, face to face It is 
even to be wished that such mattters should be examined in 
public audiences, and that after having patiently heard what 
the suitor has to say, examined thoroughly the tales of the 
plaintiff and defendant, compared the circumstances of the 
oppressed with the commands of God, and with the rules of 
distributive justice, and made the utmost efforts for discovering 
the lining of coats, and for prohjng the depth of secrets, then 
that they determine the matter in their owm high wisdom, 
without shewing favour to one side, and frowns to the other ; then 

(140) An Arabic prayer out of the Coran 
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only ought tbej to pronoanco over its merit, b) giving nght to 
whom right is due And may God Almighty, out of His Divine 
goodness, grant such days both to them and to us 1 
VERSES OF SAAD Y— S H 1 R A 2 
Aad sow afier barta; mIJ h mtxJi wa racotaaeod ytn to God, and are 

gooe. 

But tbo Id there be oo lodtoiUoa In anj ear to Ibtsn to oer meaiaj^ 

Tben the luetieag gn have doita tbalr daiy and there Rea oo reproach a^aiott 

Nor Ii any thin; obtigatofy oo ca, bet tba task of potnthig out the ri|ht 

vaj with the 

* Let US now rclom 6ur acknowledgments to God Almighty 
for'all Hts numberless favours, and let ns pay to His Divino 
beenhceoce in particular some inadeqoate praises, for His having 
vonchsafed to carry to an end this valuable book, by malang use 
of so inconsiderable an instrument as the slit tongued reed (141), 
and the very humble ministry of this most inconsiderable of 
mankind that is GhSIaiu hoss^m aon of Hediiet aaly-qban 
grandson of Sdyd alUm oUah and great grandson of Sdyd 
fiix-ollah Tebateba who descended In a direct line from the 
branch of Hassen (on all whom may God s forgiveness and 
mercy rest for ever through the intercession of His Messen 
ger, and that of His Messeoger's venerable heir (143), as well 
as throngh the medts of their pure and innocent offspring on 
all whom may peace and forgiveness rest for ever, to the 
end of time I ) If by the favour of the Omnipotent Lord of aU 
benehts this fragile portion allotted to my share of life should 
chance to last some lime longer it is my intention to complete 
my narrative by continuing the history of the several reigns of 
Mahmed shah and Ahmed sbab and Ailrmghlr the second, as 
u ell as by adding to the chain such events as are relative to 
his son by carrying the links from the tueht} third year of 
Mahmed shahs (which corresponds with the )car one thousand 
one hundred and fifty three of the Prophet s retreat, on whom 
be peace for ever I ) down to the present times, 

(141) FrocB (Hbfzker ■od fawn Biljrwde, to tbo Giogw, the p«a trt oudo 
of reedi, celled C» l«n Ib rtueofcUq and AraWc wbene* wa hare tbe Gretk aad 
Lada words of Ca/a«#J, CmUwna At a coapk of baodred kspHS ftrtber thse 
Ibe Gsefcs, thej »e oettber fentber*, nor rtvdj but obIj peodli. 

043 ) Aalj wM tbit bdr aad trsotmltted tbst rijht to bU two Kme, 
Hsoan aad Hamhi 



fe.ECT10 J XV 

CONTENTS 

Several Viceroys of htgk character are sent for to Court 
where AbSl mansSr-qhan one of these uppers mth a retinue 
equally pompous and formidable — Curious anecdote of Mahmed 
yar an officer of great resolution — Origin of Aaly mahmed 
rohilla the founder of the Rokilla Colony-^rigii oftheAbdali 
Monarch. — Emir qhan hilled by Mahmed shah s order — Origin 
of Ahmed^shah-ahdalt who founds a new monarchy — He marches 
into Hindostan takes possession of two provinces and is defeat 
ed la a bloody battle — Herotcal character of CStSb^eddin qhan — 
Our Author^s father makes a fntnd of him — Death of Mah 
med shah who u succeeded by his son akmed shah'— Historical 
account of the private life of four illustrious personages who 
died within a little distance from each other Emir^qhan 
Niaam el mulk Camer-eddin qhan and Mahmed shah— Weak 
administration of kis son Akmed shah who becomes crapulous 
whilst hu Mother UdemJbhy gives up both her heard and person 
to the Eunuch Djamd-qkan whom the Vistr Ah^l mans8r-qhan 
cannot bear — Dissenstons and a cvotl war in ike Rohxlcund 
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subdue such restless neighbours — EoTTie of the Rohillahs submit 
put under the admimstration of Nevot riy a man whose 
excesses and violences cause a revolt — A » Afghan Heroine rouses 
the whole nation — ntvol riy defeated and slain— The Veeir 
already much incensed marches against the Afghans — by ike 
way hts unruly Moghul troops plunder and sack the town of Barr 
wholly inhabited by Siyds — The Veatr in despair at such cola 
mity marches against the Afghans against whom his troops im 
pressed with superstitious notions at the sacrileges committed 
lately in the sack and plunder misbehave and are totally defeat 
ed— The Veatr grievously wounded is obliged to follow the run 
aways— The Afghans after this unexpected victory attempt Bel 
gram and Lucknow where they are roughly handled by the tn 
kahitants race rtnowed for bravery hut they plunder and 
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sack Ilah-abd^ ivithout howevet being able to take the Castle of 
that City — Singula? appearance of a b? ave Fakyr^ who daily 
exposee himself daily attacks the cnem)\ and seems to be in- 
vulnerable — The Vccir undismayed by his defeat^ makes a spirit- 
ed and very saicastical answei to those that thought him undone 
for eve? — Even his Consoi t thinks of sustaining a siege in her 
Palace — I he Vezi? I’aises anothc? a? my, pi unde? s Fe? oh-abad 
and beats the Afghans, who submit to their Conquero? s 

The lovers of History, and those fond of enquiring into 
the diversity of events, \\ill remember, doubtless, that in closing 
the Second Volume to the Review of Modern Times, w'hich ’Aas 
finished in the year 1 195 of the Hedjrah, by this humblest and 
most inconsiderable of the sons of men, Gholam-hossdin, son to 
Heddiet-aaly-qhan, grandson to S6yd-aalim-ollah, and great- 
grandson to Sdyd-fdiz-ollali, the Tebatebaite of the race of 
Hassen, (on all whom may the Divine mercy and forgiveness ex- 
tend for ever * ) I had carried that history as far down as the 
tw'enty-second year of the Forgiven Emperor, Mahmed-shah, 
answ'ering to the year 1152 of the Hedjrah , to W'hich history, I 
had thought it iucumbent upon me to add a full narrative of the 
affairs of Bengal, being invited thereto by the novelty of the 
matter, as \vell as borne away by the number and variety of 
events that crow'ded upon me in that particular part They re- 
member doubtless, I say, that in closing that Volume, I had 
promised, that if I lived, I would continue the History of that 
Emperor as well as that of his successors I do, therefore, 
undertake to fulfil that promise of mine, in humble hopes that the 
Bestow'er of unasked benefits, and the Conferer of unexpected 
favours, after having assisted me in my former Work, shall 
vouchsafe to support me in bringing my whole undertaking to a 
completion , and that by illuming with some of the rays of His 
Goodness, the dark understanding of this vile insfrument, fJe 
shall vouchsafe to direct, with a faint emanation of His unerring 
wisdom, the trembling pen, and the defective style, of this in- 
suffirnnt individual, so as lo keep them unsullied by the ble- 
mishes of error, and untainted ivith the vices of partiality For 
He is the Omnipotent One, and the wmrthy Besiower of Faiours 
Wr liave already observed, that Nizam-el-mulk, under pre- 
tence of a hunting party, but really out of discontent against 
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the Court, had marched out of the capitaJ, aud bad encamped in 
its neighbourhood, where ho was loitering these many days 
without any apparent purpose nor was bu intention guessed 
at, but on the seventeenth of Mohtrrem, in tbe year 1 153 of the 
Hedjrah, when that Viceroy hearing of the resolution that had 
lately taken place at Couit and of Emir-qhan's departure for 
J/ai-abad, returned to the city, and paid his respects to the 
Emperor Some months after be received repeated inteUigcncc 
that bis son Nuam>ed dSwlah naa^r djuDg(i45) listening to 
the suggestions of some impudent and thoughtless advisers, 
act<;ld in an independent manner and bad intirely shaken off all 
respect for his father s authority The old General, obliged to 
bring his son to order, obtained the Emperor’s consent for his 
departure, and as his intended expedition became incompatible 
w^th the exercise of his office of Prince of Princes, be first ob- 
tained that his eldest son, Gbazi-eddin qhan should be invested 
with that dignity, as Depoty to bis father , and on the fourteenth 
of the first Djemadi, he set out for the Decan But as be was 
perpetually endeavounog to reclaim bis rebelUous son, and a 
deal of time was spent in negotiations, and in sending and recerv 
ing messages, nine or ten months had already elapsed before he 
could arrive m the territory of Aort-ng abad where he encamped 
on the western parta of that city and it was the seventh of the 
first Djemady in the year 1154 when tbe father finding that 
neither reasoning nor entreaties made any impression upon that 
unnatural son gave him battle and took him prisoner, after 
a sharp engagement in which the rebellious son was wounded 
But this short Clvd Warm Decan did not interrupt tbe tranqmJhty 
of the capital, nor of the Empire 

After Emir-qhan s departure for his Government Issac 
qban's favour reached to the cupola of Heaven He became the 
most beloved of the Emperor's favourites, and at the same time 
the disinterstcd advice which he had secretly given in behalf of 
the ypilr Cammer eddin-qhan and Nixam-el mulk having become 
public he was likewise ctienshed by tbe two latter, as their best 
friend "New honours and new emoluments were heaped upon 

(14J) ThU N»/T-dJonj U tl>* Prface »i**Mlo*t*d bjr fab on cfficet* who 
WWW hx tb® coii£eder*C7 with Moo*. DopUi, Oownor of the Frtoch Fortrm of 
PoiHllchetiy 



him, and besides the Qhahssah-office, that is, the controul of 
all the expenditure of the public money, he had the command of 
a Brigade of Cavalry The latter was so much increased, that 
several thousand horses were to be seen at one time, all marked 
with a Kafy which was the last letter of his name He was 
likewise the Lord on whom the Emperor reposed the greatest 
confidence. But fate did not permit him long to enjoy so high 
a degree of favour His eyes swelled at once, and the swelling 
gaining his nose, he sunk under his distemper, and in five or six 
days’ illness, he departed this fragile world , and having answered 
his Lord's invitation, by the words, 1 atn ready, he repaired to 
the mansions of the Divine Mercy It was in the month of Safer 
of the same year A few days after his demise, the Qhalissa-office, 
which he had left vacant, was conferred on Abdol-madjid-qhan, 
a Cashmirian, and he was installed in it with a Qhylaat of 
SIX pieces(i46) Issac-qhan having departed his life, on the 
second of Safer, his three sons, on the ninth, paid their respects 
to the Emperor, who received them with the greatest kindness, 
and distinction , and each of them was honoured with a Qhylaat 
of mourning The eldest of them, Mirza-mahmed, had his name 
changed into that of his father’s, Issac-qhan, and in a little 
time he got so deeply in the Emperor’s good graces, that the 
Monarch was often heard to say, that if Issac-qhan had not left 
Mirza-mahmed behind, he did not know how he should have been 
able^ to go through life His tenderness for the new Issac-qhan 
rose so high, that it was customary with him to take the latter’s 
son, then a child, within his throne, and, contray to the established 
rules, to make him sit over against himself, like an Imperial 


(146) The Qhylaat is always composed of rich stuffs , but a Qhylaat-matemi or 
of mourning, is always of Muslin, dyed black or green, and is put on immediately but 
always set aside after one day There are other tokens of mourning used in Hindo* 
stan, as for instance, dirty clothes, a disordered turbant, a neglected beard and body — 
The body is always carried to its grave within the day, and from that moment 
victuals cease to be prepared in the house Friends and relations take care for three 
days to provide for the family The third day they are all invited to a'*'commemo- 
ration, nay they come without invitation, when a prayer is pronounced over some 
Betel or Paan, and some flowers, the latter of which are sent to the grave, whilst the 
former is distributed to the invited, for whom victuals have been dressed in the house, 
part of which go to the poor The fortieth day this ceremony is repeated, after which 
the family bathe, purify themselves, and put on clean clothes. This ceremony is also 
performed the ninth or tenth day It is called P 81 — pan, and also Maatem-porsi 

S. M VOL. III.— 28 
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prince He wa* no lew profuse in his kindnesses to the two 
younger sons of the late Issac qhan, who were Mirxa aaly-qhan 
and Mirza mahrned aaly 

It yvz5 in this same month of Safer that Badji r£o the 
famous Marhatta General departed hla life after feeling for 
some days a pain In his bowels By his death, the Viceroyalty 
of Malva being deemed vacant, the same was conferred on 
Zehlr ed ddwlah Ax!m->o]lah-qbaD, who had espoused the Vexir 
Camcr-cddin qhan's sister This nobleman, who was very in 
considerate, having had the imprudence to accept so dangerous 
an oflise, was invested in his new Government with a rich 
Qhylaat Bat it availed little for be bad never borne a 
character for much pmdenoe and great abilities The Fodjdary 
of Bessfiulah was at the same time conferred on Himmet>dnir 
qhan, who received the invesUtore of it in a Qhylaat of four 
pieces, to which was added a Sabre ( and he set out for the 
CaJptal In the month of the first Reby A month after a Qhylaat 
of confirmatfon for the Fodjdary of the D5*ab was bestowed on 
Djani«qhan, a Tooranian who bad giren bis daughter m mamage 
to MoiTea*el mulk son to tbe Vexir Cammer eddin qhan In the 
month of the second Djemady fntyxam>ed ddwlah, second son 
of that Minater, who on QbandSoran s being slam m the battle 
against Nadyr shah had been appointed Viceroy of Adjmir, was 
dismissed to his Goremment and a few days after Semsam 
ed ddwiab, who bore the same title as bis father, Qbandoum, 
Jcceived an additional grade of a thousand horse, m con 
aeqence of which bis Military rank rose to the command of 
seven thousand About the end of the year, and in the night 
of the twenty seventh of Redjcb Mir Fabr-eddin-qban, one of 
the sons of the Veiir Camcr-eddin*qban, mamed the daughter 
of the late Musaffer qhan, brother to QhandBuran and these 
nuptials were celebrated with pomp as were those of Intbam 
ed dOwIah, the Vexir's eldest son with the late QbindOuran ■ 
daughter, on the night of the first day of the Ramiian A 
strange event dosed these rcjoiangs. The third of Mobarrem, 
of the year one thoasand one hundred and fifty four of the 

Hedjra, happened to be the Ne w Years Day(i47) 

(147) TUj b Tti7 retairkail*, •> tb# Sobr fertlnl of tbfl NSo-f 5 f U ■ dsy erf 
reJokJof, aiHl th« Erri lea <liy* of lb* Loo»t mooli of Moiirmn are deemtd da/r 
of moonHof, 
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On the twenty-fourth of Shaaban, of the same year, a 
daughter was born to Mahined-shah, from Sahabah-mahal (148), 
daughter to Sofian-sooltana-begum, w'hich last w'as sister to 
Maickah-zemani, daughter to a sister of Saadat-qhan This 
Princess had chanced to be seen by Mahmed-shah, who fell in 
love with her charms, and ha\ ing married her, brought her to the 
Mahal-sera, or Seraglio. About this time, Azim-ollah-qhan, 
having proved by his ill conduct how little able he was to get 
the province of Malva out of the hands of the Marhatlahs, w'as, 
neglected by the Emperor, and fell into contempt . he was an 
opinionated obstinate man, who gave so many proofs^ of ill 
conduct, that even the Vezir himself, his kinsman, whose sister 
he had married, conceived a disgust against his manners The 
man, incense at these marks of general contempt, resolved to 
shew’ his resentment in his turn, and had the imprudence to 
quit all at once the palace of the late Aaly-merdan-qhan w’here 
he resided, and to go and encamp without leave at the Char- 
bagh, a seat belonging to the Vezir, as if to change his ground, 
exactly like one who intended to set out on an expedition The 
Emperor, shocked at his behaviour, vacated his office of Sadr- 
el-soodoor, and bestowed it on Sheriat-ollah-qhan, who had 
enjoyed it before. At the same time, the command of the 
Goozer-bans, or door and w'ay-keepers, was conferred on Agher- 
qhan, the Turk, as w’as the Fodjdary of Soharen-poor on Hafiz 
eddin-qhan This Agher-qhan was. with some other Command- 
ers, ordered to watch and attend Azim-ollah-qhan’s behaviour 
and motions, and they kept round his post for some days , when 
the man, being sensible of the imprudence of his conduct, 
thought proper to repent, and to return to his house, where, 
having dismissed his troops he lived retired. This same year, 
it being the Festival of the Sacrifice, a Comet, with a tail of a 
full yard in length, made its appearance in the sign of Caper^ 
inclining to the south At last it turned to the north, and after 
having shined for a full month, it disappeared And^^ on the 
thirteenth of Moharrem, being the beginning of the year 1155, 
the Nourooz, or New Year’s Day, was celebrated with the usual 
ceremonies There were some more promotions this year 

(148) Sahabah-mahal signifies the Lady of the seraglio , znA Maleha-semam 
signifies the Queen of the age 
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Radj mahmcd qban, the Cazi of Cazies, that is, the Supreme 
Judge of the Empire having departed his hfo his office was 
conferred on Moorad eddln qhan and thw nobleman was in 
stalled In that high dignity with a Qhylaat of four pieces In 
the month of Redjeb, Sheriat-ollab-qhan, the Sadr el soodoor, 
son to Mir Djomlah, that great favourite of Feroh syur’a de 
parted hia life It was in this year that there happened a con 
junction of two Planets, in the end of the sign Lto, according 
to the Astronomical Tables, drawn up under the inspection of 
the learned Radja Djehl sing kctchvaha, by the mathematicians, 
Mirzifc.Qh&ir-oUah and Shek Mahmed-lyed who compnsed their 
observations in a book, commenced and finished under Mahmed 
shah But accordmg to Ooloogh beg's Tables (149) this con 
junction happened In the beginning of the sign of Virgo 

In that same year Aslm^ollah-qban, tired of living pnvate 
In his house, eloped from it, and for the second time quitted the 
city, with an Inteabon to go to Labor He was that same day 
pursued by the sous of the Vexir Camer'eddin-qhan and Haider 
cooly>qhan, at the head of the Regiment called of Cabool and of 
some other troops amongst which was the body of two thousand 
horse belonging to the Artillery Axim ollah qhan sensible 
of his being pursued made so much baste that in eight days be 
arrived at Labor where Zekcrlah>qhaD who was allied to him, 
(the two Noblemeo hanug roamed the two sisters ) received him 
in his palace and made him a present of elephants and horses, 
and of every thing efse requisite to appear like a nobfeman of 
hifl high rank Meanwhile, those that pursued him coming to 
the gates, the Governor received them wilh respect, gave them 
an entertainment, and after having put to them many questions 
about their ulterior orders be delivered his brother m law into 
their hands, and dismissed them, satisfied with the reception 
they had met with TTie tno officers having marched without 
stopping, carried their prisoner to Shah djehan-abad where he 
was, by an Imperial order confined in the Citadel In this same 

(149) Ao Earopein would be sorprisod to hw who thb Avtrtmomw I*. H« 
w«s not ooly a T*ittr bat also * Pnoco Sorerrifu of Boqlur*, lo BmaberTerUry 
ID HUtoriJB a Warrior and a Geofrapher Aa aa Aitronocotf ooly be U rastl/ 
anperior lo flbnWei to Alphooao cf CastHI nd he hid mcaiored a deg ee of th^ 
earth leveraJ ceototle. before Rear f had fho sbt ol hh lice icto« mI} Fna« I 
Loola the Foarteenth s time, 
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year, on the last day of the month of Shawal, there happened, in 
the sign of Vu'go, a conjunction of the Planets, of bad omen ( 1 50) 
On the seventeenth of Zilcaadah, the Emperor set out of 
the city on a hunting part}’-, and encamped in a garden con- 
tiguous to the town of Louly , but a few days after he was seized 
by an Esquinancy and a palpitation of the heard, wdiich was soon 
follow'ed b) a pain in the side, and by a swelling that disturbed 
the animal excretions, and impeded the admission of liquids as 
well as solids. He w'as immediately requested to lose some 
blood, and to suffer an application of some leeches^ But this not 
affording the desired relief, he returned in a few days to the 
Citadel, where, after some repose, he found himself better 
The N6u-r8z or New' Year’s Day, fell this year on the twenty- 
fourth 'of Moharrem, of 1156 On a Tuesday, being the seventh 
of the first Djemady, of the same year, Saad-eddin-qhan, Mir- 
ateshy, as well as Steward of the Imperial Household, after having 
made his obeisance to the presence, went home, and, about 
midnight, he found himself ill of pain in the bowels, of which 
he expired before day-break His son, having a few days after, 
made his appearance before the Emperor, riceived a Qhylaat of 
mourning, with the confirmation of his father’s two offices , to 
which w'as added a fringed Paleky, and an augmentation of his 
Militarygrade , so that he w'as now' Commander of five thousand 
horse, and Grandmaster of the Imperial Palace, as well as 
Steward of the Household In this same year, an Imperial order, 
backed by notes in the Emperor’s hand, was severally dispatched 
to Emir-qhan, Viceroy of Illah-abad , to Abool-mansoor-qhan, 
Governor of Aood to Zekeriah-qhan, Viceroy of Labor, and Mol- 
tan, to Radja Baht-sing, Rathor , and to Radja Dehiradj-djehi- 
sing, as well as to several other persons of distinction, request- 
ing their immediate attendance at Court Nizam-el-mulk like- 
wise received a similar order , but that Viceroy excused himself 
upon his great age, and the debility of body inseparable from it 
The truth is that being at the head of six Shoobahdaries, or 
Viceroylties, he thought himself strong enough to decline going 
to Court, he had besides resolved on conquering the kingdom 
of Carnatic, had already besieged and taken the fortress of 

(150) Jupiter and '\ 1 ars, or rather Saturn and Mars, — as those of good omen, 
are Jupiter and Venus, 
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Tir china pally (151), and received Arcat at composition As to 
Radja Dehlradj djehUlng serai he died the seventh of Shaaban, 
which ^735 abont the time of Hindoo Festival of the Dessara, 
when three Raniea or PrincessCB bis consorts mtb three of his 
concubines, and some of his danang women, thought proper to 
follow bini into the other world, and burned themselves together 
with his body, on his funeral pile, which in the Indian language 
is termed to become (15a) We have said, that several 
Viceroys had been ordered to Court Abool mansoor qhan, on 
receiving the Imperial command refereed himself for his com 
pUance to Emir qhan his neighbour, of Ilab abad, with whom 
he was cioscly connected, and to whom he acJcnowIcdgcd himself 
beholden for his promotion Tliat keen sighted nobleman, think 
ing that bringing a General of that chraoter to Court would 
redound to his own honor and advantage exhorted him to comply 
with the Imperial mandate and, on the other band Abool 
mansoor qhan having conceived that bis affairs would receive 
some benefit by making a stay at Court, resolved to make the 
voyage and he tamed sometime to complete his preparations. 
Radja Hevol rdy was ordered to act id his absence as his Deputy 
This was a man whom he bad raised from a common trooper in 
his service to the highest dignities at his Court, and whose 
abilities and seal were so agreeable to him, that he bad lately 
made him his Paymaster General After making bis mind easy 
on that subject, and speodmg some more time with his several 
Governors and Deputfes be fixed a day for b/a departure, as be 
had g^en his word to Emir qhan that he would be in the Capital 
a few days only after him The latter put his affairs in order 
and left forhia Deputy SyCd Mahmed-qban an Iranian, renown 
enforan heroical bravery which bad greatly raised his character 
when he commanded at Corrab After that he set out of bis 
journey and on the twenty ninth of Ramaxan he arrived on 
the strand of the Djurana over against the venerable Citadel of 
the Imperial aty There be was met, two days after by the 
Vexir Camer-eddin-qban who on that day which bappencil to 
be the festival ending the fast, came oat of the city took him 
on his own elep haat and earned him to h.s palace On that 

(,51) ,Kif«trtw,InU«Canutloi bot now irettlj 

(152) ThbwordUtnaajecUT^commkrfromi*/, which rifnlBti 
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same evening, Emir-qhan went to Court, and had the honor to 
pay his obeisance, and to kiss the columns of the Imperial throne 
As to Abool-mansoor-qhan, on the day destined for his 
departure, he heard that Seyd Hedaiet-aaly-qhan, my father, (in 
whose company I had the honor to be, being then a very young 
man) was coming to Feiz-abad-Aood , upon which he sent Semi- 
beg-qhan, his introductor, to receive him at some distance from 
the city My father having embraced Semi-beg-qhan, came with 
him to Feiz-abad, where he paid his respects to Abool-mansoor- 
qhan , but as that Viceroy was going to mount, and waited only 
for the favourable moment, the visit was an abridged one , and m;^ 
illustrious father landed at Semi-beg-qhan’s house In about an 
hour after, Abdol-rahim-qhan, Astrologer to the Viceroy, having 
seen the sun in his astrolabe, sent word that this was the favourable 
moment , and the Governor mounting immediately, went and took 
his quarters in his Pish-khana, or set of spare tents, that had 
been pitched for him in a camp at a short distance from the City 
of Feiz-abad There he stopped a few days, and then set out 
for the Capital, carrying with him, not only the best part of his 
troops, but also his whole family Being arrived at a particular 
spot upon the Ganga, between Cannodje and Mekenpoor, famous 
for the Monument of Sha-Medar, he stopped four days there, 
both to pay his respects to that venerable spot, and to throw a 
bridge over the river, with the boats which he always carried 
with him over land. The bridge being ready, he first dismissed 
his Deputy, Radja Vevol-ray, and then bestowed the Fodjdary 
of Qhair-abad on my father, to which he added this compliment 
“ You are already fatigued by a long voyage, and I therefore 
" leave you to take some repose ; but should you not agree iwth 
" Raja Nevobray, then you shall come to me again at the 
“ Capital,” This attention was flattering ; but my father, not 
pleased with his being put under the orders of a Deputy, desired 
to follow him to Court. Being in the territory of Djan-Siter, on 
the day ending the fast of the Ramazan, that General stopped 
one dav to fulfil the rites of that festival, which consists in march- 
ing armed in proceesion to some distance in ‘the fields, and in 
assisting at the Qhootbah (153), for -which purpose he ordered a 


(>S3) The Qhootbah is a prayer pronounced standing by the officiant, but vnth 
hi", face turned to the people ft begins by the profession of faith, by a prayer not 
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number of tents to be pitched at some distance from his camp 
after this ho marched on and arrived m the temtorj of Shah 
djehan-abad There he was met by his o^vn Agent at Court 
Radja Latchiml nariln, and by Siyd nessar mobammed-qhan 
the Sblr-djUDg, a Lord of the Court who was son to Syadet 
qban, brother to the late Saadet-qhan, and of course nearly 
related to Abool mansoor-qhan This spot was at three days 
jonrney from the capital and thither he proceeded In all haste 
But being arrived on the bank of the Djumnah, he thought it in 
cumbent upon him to make his appearance with some pomp and 
dnagnificcnce Leaving therefore his baggage behind he march 
cd on in great order being then within sight of the Citadel He 
had with him about ten thousand men of Cavalry all well mount 
ed and well 4fmed the Hindostanies upon horses of value of 
their own couptry the Moghuls of whom his array mostly con 
Slated upon Persian horses all stout and vigorous all armed 
to advantage ai' dressed in scarlet, and cutting an appearance 
equally pompous and formidable This body was interspersed 
with a number of elephants carrying Atnharis covered with 
beaten gold The C nera) was preceded by the elephants richly 
capansoned which ci rried superb ensigns and marched slbwly 
surrounded by Ms trcv pg LacUIy for him it had rained the 
whole night and the^oroi^fg proved fair and cool when he made 
his appearance befo^ the building called the Octagonal Tower 
which being richl" gi|t shone in emulation of the then nsing 
sun The Emperj^ was there although not visible. The General 
on approaching^ the tower alighted from his elephant and, ac 
cording to ci^tom made a profound bou and stood awdifle in a 
respectful ntetare. The Monarch answered his bow by sending 
him one ^ the roses then before him with some fruit which w'as 

to trot for UobJramed and fab foor first mccaaon, and ctKla b/ a pra/cf for tti* 
relpilcj' Prioca after vbfeb the Priest as veil as Ifae vrltole atsamblj prODOaocs Iba 
Fatefaa to a knr Toice, aod tbe asaetnbl/ Is domtssed 

Tfab Patefaa H pnmotraicod bjr waj of ■pprecattop. Tlia offid nt has ia Us 
hand a staff or a nbre, lost as (be pUea I which he oov o/Bdatai, has beoi talm 

hf capif°^°° " hr stonn. It b cvxurmMry on ths da/ of the Sacrifice, 
wfaffst he b pnjlsf for the rd^Iof E*rioce, to throw orer hb shoaldera a 
Of dren of honoar sod the sama perso rolli a rich tirrhaot romd bb head. Tfab 
c oan pc mo fmtioe of tbs Prioce, (n the Qbootbah arsoaob to as oath, or acf 
aUerisQCa. 
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receded another present oI elepbanU and horses. And as it bad 
been agreed, that the Minister should precede him to Conrt, and 
that the General should follow close, the Vezir was yet within 
sight, when the General mounted, and, with a deal of pomp and 
magnificence, ho arnred at the gato of the Imperial Pa l a ce, 
where in the evening he had the bononr to be presented, and to 
make his three bows From thence he repaired to Dara shecooVs 
Palace, which had been given by the Emperor to the General s 
uncle and father In Ian, the famons Saadet-qban His army, 
which was considerable cootiooed pouring into the city the 
whole night, and a mighty city it most have been indeed, where 
several such Princes, as Abool mansoor qhan Emir-qhan, Zeke 
nah qhan and Nuam-el mulk, could enter with their Dumerons 
armies, and as’^numccous attendants, without occasioning, in the 
houses and streets the least appearance of throng or confusion 
The cihicns who had business with those Pniftes, were obbged 
to inquire where they had landed but the common people knew 
nothing of either their being come In or of their being gone out 
My forgiven father also having hired the seat of Radja 
Baht mul who had been Divan of the Imperial Qhalissah went 
, into the city Od the eighteenth of the same month, Shah nevaz 
qhan son to Zekenah qhan but who was commonly known by 
the name of Mina pahloryj under which hr had acquired some 
character for brarerj and military abilities, was in the evening 
admitted to the honour of paying his bows to the Emperor A 
month after but in the same year Abed aaly qhan, second son to 
Mir djemlab, was promoted to the office of Supreme Sadr and 
honoured wth a Qbjiaat and four days after Bend-aaly-qhan 
son to Gbairet qhan the Husseinian, who bore the same title 
as hit maternal grandfather, namely that of Shtr-ef keo(r57) 
having been introduced by Emir-qhan, with whom he had come 
to Court, was graaously received, and presented ivrth a Qhylaat 
of fi\e pieces About this time it being a cool night of the 
thirteenth Shevral the nuptials of the Imperial Pnnee Ahmed 
mirra, with a lady detcended from Mehabet qhan, ivere cclebrat 
cd with a deal of magnificence This same year 1156 being a 
Fndav the twenty fourth of Zileaadah a Comet with a tall half a 

(157) Stir.*! ken tlfalflea tho teat«r lad ornrthjwrtf of Uon, and alio ti# 
trariDi; Uon and oir n thfowiac Lion 
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yard in length, made its appearance, and shone for two-and- 
twenty days together, beginning with the dusk of the evening, 
and continuing as late as midnight , it remained motionless 
betwixt the end of Ptsces and the beginning of Aries At the 
end of that time, it seemed to move between the two signs 
towards the south-west , but then its tail assumed a pike’s length, 
from the fifteenth of the next month of Zilhidja, and the Comet 
itself became of the bigness and brightness of Vesper, always in- 
creasing in magnitude and brilliancy, and inclining towards the 
east, when it disappeared on the last day of that same month 
On the fourth of that month Sheh-saad-ollah, Divan of the 
musters, departed his life, as did, the next day, Mehr-perver, 
consort to Bahadyr-shah, and grandmother to Mahmed-shah , 
and they were both, according to their requests, buried close 
to Choodja-Cootoob-eddin’s monument. This same day the 
Viceroyalty of Gudjrat was conferred on Fahr-ed-dowlah, brother 
to Roshen-ed -dowlah 

This was an indifferent choice, but it became necessary , 
for that Kingdom having, as we have said in the former volumes 
been severed from the Imperial jurisdiction, and transferred to 
the Marhattasj who held it these many years with a strong 
grasp, no one chose to accept such a charge. But as the new 
Viceroy bore a character for valour, Mahmed-yar-qhan, whom we 
have mentioned to have quitted Abool-mansoor-qhan’s service, 
attached himself to him, and engaged him to turn his views 
towards that dangerous country. The story of that officer is 
singular enough — Tired with the laborious life he was obliged 
to lead in the camp of so active a man as Nadyr-shah, and 
fearing likewise his animadversion upon some other subjects, 
he had fled to Hindostan, where he had remained concealed, 
during that Monarch’s sojourn. After his departure, he attached 
himself to Saadet-qhan, his countryman, who knew him for a 
man of great courage, and carried him to Feiz-abad, where he 
soon had an opportunity to signalise his abilities A report 
spread at that time at Benares, where that General was with his 
army, that a, great treasure of money was approaching from 
Bengal under a double escort of Marhattas, commanded by a 
Marhatta General, and of Hindostanies, commanded by an 
officer sent by Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, Viceroy of Azim-abad, 
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This convoy W'as sent by Aaly verdy-qhan of Bengal, to Baladji 
rio, the Marhatta Generalissimo, and was then on Its way to the 
Marhatta Camp It was this trcaaare which Mahmed yar-qhan 
■undertook to carry off Setting out with about two thousand 
Moghul horse, he made so moch haste to overtake it, that on 
hia arrival at Saherseram, he found himself with only seventy 
horse With this handful of men he fell upon the enemy, 
killed some, threw the whole lo disorder and his troops follow 
mg apace, he had already beaten the enemy before the whole of 
bis force could amve He had killed numbers of them, made 
some prisoners, dispersed tlie rest, and seired the treasure, with 
which be returned to Benares (158} A service of that importance 
mstead of promoting his Interest, mined him in Saadet>qhao s 
mmd. The Viceroy took umbrage at so much danngness, and a 
coolness toolcplace between them and the Officer, having parted 
from him m disgust, had now taken service with Fabr-cd-d 5 wlah 
The man, full of resentment, expected to be able to debauch 
the Moghul troops in Abool mansoor qban's service and to bring 
into hu possession by some means or other, his artillery also 
after ubich he doobted not, bnt under Fabr^ed d&wlah s name, 
be u-oold dnve the Marhattaa from Gndjrat Foil of this scheme, 
he fell to work, and intngped with the Moghuls Bui those 
people, who had fled from the labonous life they had led m Nadyr 
shahs camp and now enjoyed some rest in Abool masoor 
^han’f service, did not choose to listen to a man whom they 
knew to be of a choleric restless temper, that would engage in 
endless expediboos, and allow them not a moment of rest and 
they refused his offers flatly and none stayed with him but some 
hundreds of men who bad been bis companions and who having 
personal obUgabons lo him ivent over to his camp and It ^vas 


(158) MahtD«d*nr qhan bdof cciit for oo tbs fint InleUIftiict treanre 

being 00 tbe ro^d, that officer wflbont wvIUiig for tbi Vkeroj^ apoaJdng broke 
oot 1 M.U1 d* ii — I mm frttUtiy mmu fir ntA •% enitrfrhe 

Fot what toterpriae f replied tbe Vlceroj- Far fmUinf lUm llfAimfuf u/*n ftm* 
Ccrrnrn tkai mrt wt^rckiM^ ml mtr tfhmvu WlU ymu nfmr t\^ inidtU t mstek 
mf miik tm wnuk mtmnmy F Simetymn ksmt rwtmtd ^d tb* Vkeroj /Vr wkmi t k*d 
»eni fmr ymL, dtfmrl immedtMfelr mmd mmi tm-mmrm Tm^igki replied tbe 
mMA^mndi/ J emwu ml mU a vrflihm wUktkmmmmn The Marhatta Eaecrt ol fo« 
thotuasd iDco waa alreadj defected cod flriag before he had been Jolaed hj ooe- 
tblrd of bb two (booxaad Mowbnb ciid be aUacked h with oal/ aemty neo It 
b remarkable, that be meewr^dthtf or oloetp Coaaei cf groaod from Fela-adad 
to Sabo i cf u n, In thirt/ or forty boor* time. 
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with these few men he undertook to carry Fahr-ed-dowlah to 
Gudj rat He departed accordingly , but his numbers were so 
small, that all his efforts proved abortive , nor did he gain Fahr- 
ed-dov lab’s heart, who was a man of courage, but of little 
understanding The man, not pleased, retired to live in a corner, 
but being sick of a still life that did not agree with his temper, 
he returned to Nadyr-shah’s camp ; and although he had every 
thing to fear from that Monarch's resentment, he presented 
himself before him with an undaunted countenance That Prince, 
on casting his eyes upon him, recollected him at once, and said, 
“ Since you fled from my resentment, why have you come bac^?” 
— “ Because,” answered the man, ” rather than to live amongst 
” cowards, it is better to be killed by a bra\e man, like you , 
“and now I bring you my head ’’ Nadyr-shah, pleased A\ith his 
answer, gave him his pardon, and sent him 'upon a command 
in Pars (159), or in Herat After Mahmed-yar-qhan’s departure, 
Fahr-ed-dowlah was beaten by the Marhattas, and became then 
prisoner , nor was it until after a deal of trouble and many suffer- 
ings, that he found his way again to Shah-djehan-abad, where 
he retired to his house 

At the end of this year, on the seventh of Zilhidja, there fell 
such violent rams, and these were mixed with so much hail, and 
so much lightning and thunder that people were confounded and 
amazed The lightning fell in the Citadel, did a deal of damage 
in the public Audience Hall, killed two horses and two men, and 
stunned several others On the 25th of the same month the Em- 
peror was pleased to honour Sheh-saad-ollah’s son with a Qhy- 
laat of mourning , and as by that death the office of Divan of 
the musters became vacant, the Monarch bestowed it on Abdol- 
medjid-qhan, the Cashmirian, who on that very day took posses- 
sion of his office, by sitting in the cacherry or tribunal, and 
signing some papers This year, being the one thousand one 
hundred and fifty seventh of the Hedjrah, the Nou-rooz, or New- 
Year’s Day fell on the sixth of Sefer (160) This year also Nizam- 
el-mulk having besieged the Fortress of Paleconda, in the territory 

(*S9) Pars is the Persis of the Greeks It is one of the six grand divisions 
into which tne Persians or Iranians parcel out their country 

(160) The Solar year, amongst the Mussulmen, begins on the 22nd or third of 
March ; but the beginning of their Lunar year wanders throughout all the seasons. 
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of Hdlderabad recovered that stronghold from the hands of 
Mocarbe qhan, the Decanian A great change happened this 
same year at Court As the Emperor nas dissatisfied with the 
Tooranian Lords, at tlie head of whom were the Vexir Caraer 
eddln-qhan, and Nizam-cl mulk , and Saad eddln-qhan, as well as 
his son Hafiz-eddln-qhan were known to be attached to them the 
latter was dismissed from the command of the Impenal Artiller), 
an office of the utmost importance, and wdiich gi\es a dl^osal of 
the Emperor’s person and family and at the same time the office 
of Miratesh^ or Grandmaster of the household, was on Emir 
qhanis recommendation bestowed on Abool mansoor-qhan the 
Emperor at the same time passing a compliment upon the man} 
sowdces he had rendered the State, and expressing his hopes of 
his continuing to be equally vigilant and faithful On this promo- 
tion Abool mansoor-qhan ordered the insignia of his office sucli 
as the axes and other articles to be brought Into his presence 
and having issued some orders refatlve to his charge he took from 
that day his residence In the Citadel The next day he obtained 
form) forgnen father the Fodjdary of Sekendera, at a small 
distance from the Capital and he introduced him to the Emperor 
On mj father 6 paying his obeisance, be was honoured with a 
Qh} laat which he put on immediately and it \vzs at the same time 
that raj'self, the poor mao was Avlth m) )ounger brother, Nakv 
aal^-qhan, honoured with Military grades and the title of Qhan 
We both remained some months at Court In our father s service 
after which we applied to Abool mansoor qhan for leai'e to re 
turn to Axlm-abad a cltv where our family was established these 
man) years and >vfaerc I had my glorious mother my aunt mj 
uncle, and my brothers, a city where we had contracted connec 
tlons and friendship both with Zln-eddin ahmed-qhan Vlcero) 
of the pro\-ince and with his uncle, \aly \erd)-qhan That 
General not only obtained our demand but lie dismissed us with 
OTry mark of honour and kindness decorating both brothers Avlth 
a Qhylaat and a Serpitch and sending by our means his prayers 
to the Narcm of Axlm abad (r6i} and some curious presents to 


d iCi) Tb« Nutra of Atlm-ibtd, afUiourt liimMU a GoTeriK>f ot Importaat 
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the Viceroy of Bengal. We arrived at Azim-abad the first of Zil- 
caadah of that same year, with all our retinue without meeting any 
accident by the wa) At the end of this same year Aya-mull, 
Prime Minister ofthe late Maharadja {162) Asiri-sing-sevai, having 
had the honour to be presented to the Emperor, received a Qhylaat 
of five pieces ; and on the fifteenth of the same month of the 
second Djemady, the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan, who had been 
out of the city, and had got into a tent for the purpose of condol- 
ing with that Prince on his father the late Maharadja's death, 
and also ior bringing him with more honour to Court, paid him a 
short visit , and on the evening of that same day, he recenied a 
respectful one from the Genloo Prince In the month of Redjeb, 
of that same year, HomaiSn-baqht, brother to the late Emperor 
Feroh-syur, and son to Azim ush-shan, departed his life, and he 
was buried close to Qhoodjah Cootoob-eddin’s monument On 
the twenty-seventh of Shaaban the Fodjdary of GSaliar was taken 
from Qhyzyr-qhan, and bestowed on Emir-qhan , as was the 
Government of Cashmir, on Abool-mansoor-qhan, after it was 
taken from Assed-yar-qhan, a simple man, on whom it had been 
bestowed by Emir-qhan’s recommendation This Governor now 
lost his appointment on some bad offices which were rendered 
him by the same Emir-qhan, and he was denied access to the 
Emperor's presence At the same lime both Emir-qhan and 
Abbool-mansoor-qhan were honoured by the Emperor with 
each a rich belt The latter, who w'as attached by his office 
to the Emperor’s person, sent Nessar-mahmed-qhan, a relation 
of his, to take possession of that Government , and he gave 
him a strong body of both Hindostany and Moghul troops, with 
instructions to bring the refractory people of that country under 
some order This nobleman being arrived in his Government, 
found means, by dint of promises and by a faint agreement, 
to engage one Baber-ollah, a man of consequence in that 
country, but equally powerful and refractory, to come to see 
him ; but as soon as he had him in his powder, he got him seized 
and confined The new Governor after this manoeuvre, spent 

(162) Thib word of Maharadji, which sigfnifies great King in the ancient Hindoo 
language, signifies now only a great Prince , and it is a title of honour which the 
Emperor used to bestow as a favour on the principal Hindoos of his Empire, but 
which IS bestowed now even by his Viceroys 
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some time Id eojoying the pleasures afforded by that terrestnal 
Paradise, and then retnrned to Sbah-djeban-abad, after having 
placed, as Deputy Governor, a relation of Aboohmansoor^ban's 
called Efrasiab-qhan On the seventeenth of the Ramazan of 
that same year, Azim-ollah-qban, who had been this long^vhiie 
kept confined in the Qtadol of Shah djehan-abad, was released 
from his confinement by death , and ho went to join his relations 
and those that resembled him in character, the next mommg, 
bis body having been brought to his house in the aty, where 
the Vezir Caramer eddin^han, who was bis near relation had 
repaired according to custom , the throng that accompanied 
that Minister proved so very great, that the Boor of the house 
which happened to have a Tah-qhana(i63), and possibly was 
that moment under some secret infiacnce, gave way, end the 
body the Vezir and all his people fell mto the apartment 
underneath, but, however without receiving any great hart. The 
Vezir having escaped that danger, ordered the body to be boned 
close to the monument of Shah nizam-eddin At the end of 
this same year about the last day of Ztlcaadah, there happened 
to be an unaospiaous conjunction in the sign of Ltira It made 
Its appearance again m the month of Safer of the year 1158 
and having appeared for the third time in Vtr^, about the end 
of the second of Reby it disappeared entirely The last month 
of this same year Sooltan Eaz-eddin son to MuSzz eddm 
Djehandar shah departed bis life. 

After having detained the rcader^s attention with these un 
important events, it is time to introduce to his knowledge a 
man who has founded a Sovereignty very near the Capital of the 
Empire. This man u Aaly mabmed>4]hAn Robillah. We have 
already mentioned several times in the former volumes the nsme 


(ifij) T*lt-qh*c« k*tu0 tf ktti It U ■ mbtemoaocs *p*ftment 
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of that extraordinar) man, especially as having been so instru- 
mental in Seif-qhan’s ruin and death This man, originally a 
son of a Gentoo Ahir(i64), and adopted by an Afghan of no 
higher pedigree than himself, had a fund of bravery and capacity, 
which rendered him worthy of command. He availed himself of 
the neglect and^supineness so conspicuous in the Vezir Camer- 
eddin-qhan’s character, to carry his point, and to establish his 
power firmly in his new dominions on the other side of the 
Ganga, w’hich he peopled wuth a mulititude of Afghans that 
flocked to him from all parts, and henceforw'ard took his name 
The means by which he raised himself to the pinnacle of fortune, 
are so extraordinary and so sudden, that it becomes necessary 
to give here a succinct account of them He w'as at first a 
Commander of a small body of Afghan Cavalry, W’lth w'hich, 
having taken service w'lth the two Governors of the province of 
Moorad-abad, he behaved on all occasions so well, and rendered 
so many services, that he became a favourite with them both, 
and acquired a character highly esteemed all over the country 
This country, which w^as the Djaghir of the Vezir Camer-eddin- 
qhan, had been for a length of time governed by two Noblemen 
much in favour with that Minister, namely, Osmet-ollah-qhan, and 
Fend-eddin-qhan, who took a particular liking to Aaly-mahmed- 
Rohillah The latter had already acquired a high character for 
prowess and military conduct, by assisting so timely Azim-ollah- 
qhan, in his engagement against S6if-qhan , and as Azim-ollah- 
qhan was so nearly related to the Vezir, that officer, by his means, 
became know'n to that Minister, who got him decorated with a 
title, and with a military grade He procured him likewise the 
grant of some lands from the Emperor, and gave him from him - 
self the command over some Districts of his Djaghir of Moorad- 
abad. The man no sooner saw himself in some force and 
power, than availing himself of the Vezir’s intattention, and of 
the effeminacy of the neighbouring Djaghir-holders, he found 

(164) The Ahirs of Hindostan, called Goalas in Bengal, are a particular class 
that abstains from animal food, and have for occupation every thing that may be 
done in a dairy, cheese excepted. They are also shepherds, but only of cows, 
bulls, and buffaloes, but never of sheep, goats, or any other animal whatever 
Nevertheless they neither make nor eat any cheese , and by a Bizarery hardly to be 
believed, those men which put salt into milk curds, turned sour, hold it a sin to put 
any into sweet milk 
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means' to *eue their lands, by way of taking a lease of them 
and meanwhile Death having snatched Osmct-ollah-qhan and 
Fend-eddin qhan, those two brave Governors, who had done 
so much honour to their age, Aaly mahmed-qhan, who now 
passed for an Afghan to all intents and purposes, availed him 
self of that opportunity to engage in his service a number of 
Afghan OfBcers and Commanders, who resolved to share bU good 
fortune Those men whom the seventies of Nadir-sbah bad 
driven from their homes and who were floating at random upon 
the Ocean of incertitude and despair, were glad to bear of a place 
of refuge and shelter and they resorted in shoals to a man who 
had already acquired so much renown under the name of Rohillah, 
which was that of one of their clans T*he man no sooner saw 
himself so strongly supported than he cast a piercing eye upon 
the state of things in Hindostan The ueakness of the Empire 
the effeminacy of its Generals and Grandees nho all aspired to 
independence and the inattention of the 6r8t Minister, who 
wholly engrossed by bis pleasures as well as by Court intrigues 
spent bii time in Intemperance and in the company of the hand 
somest youths he could procure from all parta of the Emplre-^all 
these vices of adnuoistraton— could not escape the sight of so keen 
a man He availed himself of so many favonmble clrcumilances 
to build his own grandeur and after having remained a long time 
crouching he raised bis bend at once and setting up for Idmself 
he became refractory and neglected sendinglhc usual rrmitlmces 
to the Treasury The Vcair roused from his lethargy by so 
bold a step, sent for Radja Hanjund, a Rfiudja by rinn nnd 
having famished him from Ms on n stores with a sum of money, a 
train of artillery and a quantity of rockets he gave him the Gov 
ernmeut of Moorad-abad ami the neighbouring countries with 
ordera to rais6 as many troops as be might think necessary for 
subduing Rohillah and with him all the refractory Zemindars of 
those parts The Radja luiving raised an armj, marched with 
bis troops and artillery to Moorad-abad and, proud of his power 
and forces he commenced issuing orders and exacliog submis- 
sion Rohillah like a shrewd Politician, kept an attentive oye 
upon Jum and meanwhile he was sending respectful messages, 
by uhich he excused thei nprudence of his conduct nnd requested 
for the future some abatement in the high rents which had bee i 
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heretofore expected from him The Radja, elated with his dig- 
nity and the Vezir’s support, would not hear of any abatement , 
he required an unconditional submission, and was intent only on 
picking up some quarrel with him, and tearing him by the roots 
The man, seeing himself thus pressed hard, turned his eyes 
towards his Afghans, and having assembled the principal men 
amongst them, he made an exposition of the state of things, and 
asked them, what was their opinion, and what they intended to 
do The Afghans, a race naturally brave and determined, who 
breathed nothing but conquests and new establishments, seeing 
the Radja bent on their destruction, advised Rohillah to stand 
upon his defence, and requested him to reckon upon their hearty 
assistance, and support The man, satisfied to see them so re- 
solute and unanimous, assemled them secretly in several bodies, 
and on an appointed day, he joined them himself, and'effected a 
general junction , after which he marched against Harnund The 
latter sensible now, that matters had grown serious, was already 
in readiness, and he advanced with intention to fight, nor were the 
two armies at a great distance, when the Hindoos, who not only 
are careful observers of the meteors and phenomena of the air, as 
well as of the motions of celestial bodies, but who trust so far to 
the conclusions they draw from them, as to think that they concern 
their happiness in this world as well as in the other, the Brahmans, 
I say, who abounded in the Radja’s army, where they bore a sway, 
opposed themselves to his moving farther, and requested his wait- 
ing for the favourable moment This request engaged him to raise 
an intrenchment round his encampment, which he lined with his 
artillery^ in expectation that with soothing messages, and protract- 
ed negotiations, he would keep the Afghans at bay, until the 
favourable day should come Rohilla fully informed of all this, 
as the two armies were so near, suffered himself to be apparently 
amused, and having spread a report that in the evening he would 
pay his respects to the Radja, he fell that very night upon his 
camp, and threw every thing in confusion It is observable, that 
intelligence being brought the Radja that the Afghans were ap- 
proaching in an hostile manner, the man who was then i onsulting 
his idols, answered, that this was not a fighting day for them, and 
went on with his devotions Meanwhile the Afgans entered the 
intrenchment, and commenced killing and sacking and plundering 
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every thing in their way In this confusion Motiram, a Hindoo 
Commander, mounted hia horse with a few of hla men, and opposed 
the enemy, but he was cat down with his followers and he hastened 
with them Into the regions of eternity Hamand, all this while 
was still in his oratory, and occupied at his devotions with which 
he went on , and without attempting to get up, or to interrupt his 
prayers he suffered blmsetf to be cut down by the astonished 
Afghans RobiUah having In this manner dispersed all that mul 
titnde in a little time, found his power established b) a victory 
equally great and easy and bis force recruited by the addition of 
a treasure In money and a great tram of Artillery But the 
Minister was not roused by such an important stroke Like a 
man lost to all sense of honour he was not ashamed to commence 
a negotiatioD with the rebels and he chose for that purpose his 
favourite wife, Sholah poor! (165) and his youngest son Muaien 
cd dCwlah, better known under the name of Mir raannoo AaJy 
mahmed>qban hearing of her errand and knowing that she was 
already crossing the Ganga in her bolt got bimself into some 
boats that nere at band and with a few freiods only be crossed 
over and paid the Begum and her son his respects and duty 
•\fter the 6rst compliments, the dispDte about rents and tribute 
was between them dispatched in a few moments it Is even said 
that the) concluded a match between the young Lord and 
Rohillah s daughter bat wo have never heard since that day that 
the cetemony of mainage had been peiformcd between the 
young people Be it as It will from that period Aaly mahmed 
qhan rose to figure amongst the Princes of Hindostan and 
having in a little time assembled an armv of forty thousand 
determined Afghans he stretched his dominion from near to 
near, and established his authority in Moorad-abad, Berheily 
AnOulah Bed^on Bun gar Samhal and AmrCab, as well as in 
some other places Henceforward he became so proud as to make 
no account of the Couit, and matter^ remained in tliat slate until 
the time when Abool maosoor qhan becoming Grandmaster of the 
Emperor's household Incensed that Monarch against the insolence 
of Rohillah and engaged him to exert the Imperial power In 
chastising and crushing the Afghans 

(i6i) Th« title of Poorf atUchnJ to Inf ii«m« mden It sfldoDt that lb* moit 
luve beeb onclull/ a daoce womap sad an actreu 
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The Emperor, sensible of the goodness of the advice, and 
that It arose from zeal for his honor, resolved to march against 
the rebels , and on the twenty-fourth of Moharrem, he at day- 
break displayed the standard of departure, and went m the 
suburbs to the seat of Lo8ni, as if to ciiange his ground After 
a stay of twenty days he proceeded farther, and crossed the river 
Henidun, from whence he encamped at Dasna From thence he 
dispatched Saadat-qhan, maternal-uncle to the Empress Maleka- 
zemani, with a commission that gave him the Viceroyalty of the 
province of Delhi, as well as the command of both the capital 
and its citadel The Emperor at the same time made him a 
present of a sabre, and invested him in that new charge, by 
dressing him in a suit of new clothes, which had just served his 
Imperial person (r66) The Qhan, having taken his leave, entered 
the city on the 23rd of Sefer, and the next day he took possession 
of the citadel, whilst the Emperor, who continued his march, 
arrived at Sumbul on the first of the Reby, and on the twentieth 
he encamped at Bedaon This march struck Aaly-mahmed-qhan 
with dismay, who not thinking himself a match for an Imperial 
army, quitted the field, and took shelter in the fortress of Bun-gur, 
which was immediately besieged , and whilst the troops waited 
only for the order to mount the breach, this Imperial army was 
reinforced by a body of troops, brought by K^im-qhan, son and 
successor to Mahmed-qhan-Bangash, who having set out from 
Feroh-abad, his capital, was arrived in the Imperial camp, where 
he had the honor to pay his obeisance by the Vezir’s mediation 
About the same time Nevol-rdy, Deputy to Abool mansoor-qhan 
in Aood, set out likewise for camp by his master’s order, with a 
body of veterans and a train of artillery As this body of troops 
was yet on its march on the other side of Bun-gur, w^hich fortress 
remained betwixt them and the Imperial camp, it was feared lest 
the Afghan should avail himself of that opportunity to fall sudden- 
ly upon the reinforcement, and thereby give a mortal blow to 
Abool-raansoor-qhan, whom he considered as his personal enemy 
And as on the other hand, there subsisted a misunderstanding 
between Rohillah on one side, and the Vezir on the other, which 
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(166) This IS a very uncommon honor Its importance may be guessed from 
this, that when two persons intend to be hencefonvard sworn brotliers to each 
other, they actually exchange the turbants upon their heads 
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latter bad taken umbrage at Abool mansoor-qlian b power and 
would have been glad to see him undergo both a lo5' and an affront 
the Viceroy to parry such a disgrace, took the Emperors leave, 
and having put himself at the head of his own troops he marched 
oat to meet his Deputy, who was now drawing near The junction 
being effected, that General returned with a deal of honor and 
having marched throughout the wh >le length of the Veiir’s 
encampment he returned to his own former post The next day 
he presented Novol riy to the Emperor and for his own honor 
engaged that Monarch to make him several presents The Vezir 
meanwhile shocked at these disUncUons and intent on lessening 
the in6aence of both Emir qhan and of ihe Viceroy was underhand 
encoaraglag Rohillah to stand Ms ground alLhongh he ought to 
haw remembered that he was the very man from whom lie had 
received so many affronts This connection of interests could 
not long remain concealed from the two Lords who finding the 
Ve*lr intent on assuming the honor of an accoromodilion left 
negotiation entirely to him And thus on the (bird of the 
first Djemady of the year 1158 the Veiir who bad undertaken 
to make Rohiilah s peace bound both his bands with a hand 
kerchief and in that condition brought him to the Emperor The 
Monarch on castmg bis eyes upon him ordered his hands 
to be set at liberty and turning to the Vexir he said IVe 
recommend thu man to your guard ^ People were dibpatchcd 
at the same time to take possession ol the effects in the fortress 
where they found a great quantity of grain and some small cannon, 
but no ready money and nothing preaoui Only a small sum, 
which RobUIah had deposited in the hands of Kilm qhan was 
declared by the latter, and sent to the 1 reasury 7 *hU affair being 
brought to an end, the Emperors Pibh qhaua was, on the fourth 
of that month, sent towards Sbah-djehaD>abad and himself 
after dismissing Kiim qhan and Nevol riy to their rcspcctiw 
offices, rclonied nctonoos and satisfied It was on the first of 
Djemady In the same year at which time the sun being then 
at the end of the sign of Leo^ the Emperor made his entiy 
in the dtadal of his Capital and took his seat la the Imperial 
Palace. 

At the end of Moharrem Nevarlsh-aaly-qhan depart 
cd Ills life and was entombed in the monument of the 



MUTAQHERIN 


239 

Hylostep (167) A month after Eshrefi-qhan, eldest son of the late 
Qhandouran, Lord of Lords, departed his life likewise, and was 
buried in his father’s mausoleum On the seventeenth of/Sefer, 
the New Year’s Day was celebrated with the usual solemnities, 
and about the middle of the first Reby, Assed-yar-qhan, the famous 
Poet, who bore the title of Assed-ed-dowlah, departed his life, and 
his body was earned to Acbar-abad, the place of his nativity 
and residence, as well as that of his ancestors. He was a man 
equally sensible and good-natured, of an equal temper, acquaint- 
ed with the sciences, and inclined to utter extempore verses 
He had been presented by Emir-qhan to the Emperor in one and 
the same day with Djaafer-aaly-qhan, (another famous Nobler 
man of similar temper and talents, and a great friend of my 
father’s) and with Issac-qhan, (since Mutemen-ed-dowlah), as 
well as a fourth person whose name I do not recollect at present 
The two former were that same day promoted to the grade of 
five thousand horse, and the two latter, to that of four thou- 
sand Djaafer-aaly-qhan, having personally attached himself 
to Emir-qhan, did not rise higher , but Issac-qhan’s fortune was 
so rapid, that he rose to the third Heaven, and no favour ever 
equalled that which be enjoyed, as we have already mentioned 
Assed-yar-qhan rose very high likewise He was honoured with 
the title of Assed-ed-dowlah, and the grade of six thousand 

( 167) There are in India numbers of monuments dedicated to the Holy-step, they 
being raised by pioiic persons at the veiy spot where they have seen the Prophet in 
their sleep, and where he has been pleased to leave an impression of his foot. As 
man is naturally an imitator, where he is not persecuted, we have seen whole sets 
of Gentoo Dance-women, who having found relief on invoking the Holy-step, went 
in procession to that monument, and danced for a whole day before it, nor will 
those women, though free to all at other times, suffer themselves to be touched by 
prophanes on such days, or even to be gazed at, they disappear immediately to 
come again when the crowd is past However, there are other Cadem-Ressools, who 
have a different origin, namely, an imitation in marble or other materials of the 
impreession which the Prophet left of his foot in a very hard stone, how in the 
temp’e of Medina , which impression might have been really left of that Holy- 
foot upon some soft clay as he was standing upon it when intent upon some 
building of his at Medina It is true it has not one of the spiral lineaments which 
the soft cDy must have received in that case , but it is no less true that the Pilgrims 
by endless kissing it, and passing the palms of their hands upon it, and then upon 
their faces for a course of time no less than twelve centuries, may have effaced the 
delineaments, and a great deal more, just as they have by the same practice bored 
a hole at the top of the Granite Cavern of Herra, of three inches deep 
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horse, and he enjoTed the command of five thousand effective 
trooper* m Ms Brigade moreover he was decorated with the 
insignia of the Mahi, or fish Emir-qban, who had taken am 
brage at bis behaviour on account of his not having attached 
himself personally to him as Djaafer aaly qhan, and many others 
had done was bent on raining his credit and finding at his 
return from liah-abad, that he had recovered his former ascend 
ant over the Emperor s mind he rendered him so many ill 
offices that his Brigade of five thonsand effective horse was 
disbanded an action that reflected a great odiam upon Emir 
qhan s person It is reported of Assed qhan that he kept 
no less than one hundred and forty chopdars or mace bearers 
divided in two companies, under two dliUnct officers that did 
duty alternately at hl« gate, for the sole purpose of keeping it 
free from the noise and tumnlt so cnstomaiy at the gates of men 
of distinction, and of men of no djrtJoction? which however 
they could not compass and he used to say that it was with a 
view to afford a livelihood to these people and to avoid the 
Imputatloo of sordidness. He was to good natured that on 
being visited by people of rank greatly inferior to bis own, be 
used to receive and treat them as bis friends and equals May 
God assign him a place in the mansions of Hu mercy I A few days 
after his death, intelligence came that Zekeriab qhan, Vicero) 
of Labor and Mooltan had departed thb. borrowed world and 
had taken his journey towards eternity , a piece of intelligence 
which the Vexlr who was brother to the deceased a consort, kept 
secret until he could dispatch Yahla qhan the deceased s eldest 
son who ivas also bis son io law to put in order his father s 
household and effects at Labor and also to sit In his stead 
That Minuter on hearing that bo was arrived published Zeke 
rlah qhan s death and took monmlng for him The custom 
ary days of that rite being over he went to Court and on that 
very da) obtained a Qhylaat of departure for Gholam mahi 
eddin qhan whom he invested wth the commission of goln^ to 
tabor, and taking possession for the Imperial Treasury of aff 
the deceased s effects A few days after the Vesir himself, being 
installed in the charge of Viceroy of Labor and Mooltan, ap 
pointed Zekeriah-qhan • two sons, to act in those two offices as 
hu Deputies, but the two brothers disagreeing together and 
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their disagreement ending in an open rupture Shah-nevaz-qhan, 
the youngest brother, seized and confined Yahia-qhan, his elder 
However, the latter, having found means by his mother’s con- 
trivance to get himself conveyed in a Qhoan (168), out of the 
house, quite through his guards, reached the City-gate, where 
mounting an excellent horse, kept ready for him, he set out on 
a gallop, and was soon out of sight and out of his brother’s 
reach In a short time he arrived at Shah-djehan-abad, where 
he had the meanness to put on brick-coloured clothes, to cover 
his head with ashefe, and, in a word, to turn Fakir He built 
himself a tenement upon the canal, which he called Pim-bari , 
and as he was a Vezir’s son-in-law, and was worth a great d 5 al 
of money, he soon found followers and disciples, who imitated 
his garb, and lived in the same manner with him After his 
departure, the younger brothei remained in full possession of 
those two Governments Sometime after, that is, on the sixteenth 
of Shaaban, Ased-ollah-qhan, elder brother toEmir-qhan, winged 
his flight towards the mansions of the Divine mercy , and on the 
ninth of Shevval, a son was born to Ahmed Mirza, the presump- 
tive heir of the Empire 

The No8-r8z fell this year on the twenty-seventh of Sefer 
A few days after arrived at Court, Ghoolam-mahi-eddm-qhan, 
who had been dispatched to confiscate the . estate of the late 
Zekeriah-qhan, in compliance with an infamous custom which has 
taken place in the Babrian branch of the family of Temoor (169) 
The deceased Viceroy’s son put in his hands some of the most 
apparent effects, with a sum of money, as the whole of the estate . 
nor was anything more brought to the presence Ne\ertheless 

(168) Qhoans are tables of three feet in length, and two in breadth, railed m 
and covered with a Cupola of lattice-work, over which they throw a piece of broad 
cloth that shelters the whole It is in these Qhoans that victuals are earned from 
the kitchen to the table, and also ^abroad, it being customary in Hindostan to send 
dressed victuals to friends and acquaintances It is also in such machines that 
young imprudent men find means to get themselves conveyed into Seraglios, where 
they are immediately taken possession of by a number of young women, who have 
clubbed together for such operations, and who, after having thoroughly squeezed 
the orange in a few days, are for their own Scikes obliged to throw the rind into a 
well , or it IS thrown by the mtister of the house himself, who chooses that expedient 
to save his honor, whenever he comes to discover what has passed 

{169) Temoor, or more properly Timur, pronounced Tamer-lang or Tamer- 
lan, in Europe, had several sons His posterity, in the person of Soltan Babr, re- 
turned to Hindostan and firmly settled itself there 
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the Coromissary ^va8 rewarded for this expedition vdth a friogod 
paleky, and an augmentation of a thoosand horaos to bis grade. 
A strange affair happened about this time. 

Behroz qhan, one of the eunuchs of the presence, after per 
forming his Friday devotions m the mosqne, repaired to the 
house of a slave of his, who had been many days dead, with 
Intention to carry away the deceased s wife, in order to make a 
present of her person to his own saint and director who had 
chanced to see her and to fall in love with her charms The 
widou refused, and declared that she had no Inclination to marry 
a second ^rae. This declaration having produced many Intreaties 
and much altercation the pimping eunuch who was resolved to 
gratify that Infamous director of his at any rate attempted to 
carry the woman away by force At this moment her father made 
his appearance, and Interposed by Intreaties and persuasions 
but the eunuch proud of his station and presuming on bis 
power and Indaence, commenoed talking so bight that the father 
Unable to bear his insolence and ill language and thinking like 
%vise that his honour waa concerned in protecting bis daughter 
from so vile an attempt aumck the invader with bis poniard, and 
laid him sprawlbg on the ground He struck likewise the eunuch s 
adopted son who had followed his father wfthln the tuner apart 
meots but he was himself Instantly dispatched by the attendants 
of that infamous wretch The eunuch being stretched at full 
length In his paleky was larried to his lodgings where In a little 
time he expired. He was buried In the dormitory of Qhoadja 
Cootoob-eddln 

* I iboold be glad to koov tboce trsyeHen intend to go^ 

Who barefor agoideema that has hJmsalf loat hb w*/ tad IsgolDgaatr^ 
This strange accident was followed by one full as strange 
Hafys vadjich qhan, ao eunuch, Superintendent of the Imperial 
Kitchen, being at his prayers at daybreak fell suddenly into a 
swoon, and expired within an hour It ^raa on the second of 
Djemady His office was given to his adopted son At the end 
of the month the Emperor, having set out to take an airing In 
the seats about the Capital, was pleased to entrust Mahmed 
Issack qhao >rith the guard of the Imperial persons, an office 
become \’acaDt by Behror-qhan s death and that nobleman after 
making his bow in acknowledgment of the favour was Installed 



M U T A Q H E R I N 243 

in his office by being presented with a belt After which the 
Emperor, on the fifth of Redjeb, returned to his blessed man- 
sion, where an important event soon came to take place 

We ha\e already mentioned, more than once, the high degree 
of favour and authority to which Umdet-ul-mulk-Emir-qhan had 
risen by degrees. He had indeed such talents for business, and 
such fitness for command, that he was reputed superior in those 
respects to all the Lords of the Court, as well as to all his 
cotemporaries On his own part, he had so high an opinion of 
his influence, that he made but little account of all the other 
Ministers It happened just at this time that the Vezir being 
in liquor, and taking the fresh air upon the top of his Palace, 
staggered and fell down upon the ground, where he broke some 
of his bones, and otherwise received so much hurt, that he kept 
his bed for eight months together , and although he recovered 
his health, he continued to be so much bruised and hurt, that 
he seldom came to Court, being unable to stand before the Em- 
peror And, on the other hand, as he had but a slender opinion 
of the capacity of his sons, and did not think any of them 
worthy of being entrusted with the management of affairs, he 
requested Emir-qhan to transact business in his stead with the 
Emperor, and then retired to his house to enjoy some rest, for Riseanddis- 
he came to Court very seldom, and sometimes but once a month, 
at which time, after having stood a few moments in the Imperial 
presence, he was always dismissed, or took his leave of himself 
As to Abool-mansoor-qhan, he was personally attached to Emir- 
qhan, to whom he thought himself indebted for his fortune , and 
thus this Nobleman^s influence and authority, having no one to 
contend with, became boundless and infinite But he was 
naturally gay and lively , and being accustomed for some time 
to talk familiarly to the Emperor, he began to lay aside that 
tone of deference and air of respect, which ought never to be 
departed from in the presence of Kings and Soverigns For now 
being sole master of the Court, with, not one rival to envy, and 
not one competitor to contend with, he forgot himself so far, 
as to take unusual liberties with the Emperor, thinking that his 
advice ought always to preponderate, and that his requests 
ought always to be complied with. But the Emperor had 
another favourite, Mahmed-issac-qhan, whom he raised so high, 
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together with his brother, that they seemed so many Pnncea 
although Emir qhan TTouId make no account of them as it was to 
him that their father owed their elevation The Emperor sensible 
of this, waa desirous of strengthening Issac-qhan'g interest and 
it was with that view he concluded a match between Sudjah-ed 
dOwlah Djelaleddin-halder qhan son to Abool mansoor qhan, on 
one side and Issac-qhan’s sister on the ot\ier and to engage 
•v Emir-qhan's good will to the match, he declared himself the anthor 
of it, and appointed that Nobleman to act as his Deputy, and as 
Agent from the Lady, in making the necessary preparatives for 
the nuptials, Abool mansoor qhan extremely pleased with the 
match and desirous likewise of complimenting the Imperial 
pleasure, exerted himself in rendering the nuptials as pompous 
and as magnificent as possible Amongst other articles which 
he sent, as usual, to the bnde, as part of her future ne c essaries 
people took notice of 00 less than a thousand and some hundreds 
of Vessels (170) for water all of silver not one of which could 
weigh less than a Hundred Rupees After the celebration of 
the nuptials Emir^qban thought proper to take bis leave, and 
to repair to the Castle of ScUm gnr where the Princes of the 
Royal blood hied conhned. To these be paid a visit and by 
such a conduct he rendered himself suspected and became 
obnoxious to many espedally to his jealous enemies The 
Emperor himself conceived a disgust at such a step His 
heart insensibly altered and he came at last to hate the man 
whom he had ooce loved so much but thinking it improper to 
shew his resentmen , be went on with dissembling and mth dis- 
guising his sentiments until a crisis was occasioned by Emir 
qhan himself One day as be was actually speaking to the 
Emperor of some matters of State, he brought forivard some re 
presentations likely to take op much time The Emperor, tired, 
told him these ii-ords Upuiri ul mulk bakadyr (171), leave 
that J'er some other day' Emir-qhan answered that he had no 

(ijv) Tbetfl Vesaelf beisgf fooftlj for fonalo Ablotloai ud bitblof* most 
hare ccmUlned, mo«t of tbem, fercnl (alloas of water aod weighed a Thoonnd 
Ropees each at lent. 

(171) This expression wwtd answer to the EaglUh expression Lord Dohe, 
as It I act cttstoDiar^ amon^ the Prloces of Hlodostan to design their servaots 
sed Grandees hy an/ other appellslIoD. than thit of theJr title 
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" rrcVt il.nh a fc r no) to kov, and > ((/nested to he hcn)‘d, as 
"the c:(h}tci u'?t un/iKi^ ’ The Emperor repealed what he had 
^nid Tlie Mnu'-toi in‘'i‘>tcd and Ijoth the request and excuse 
w ere repeated three s( \ (, ral fimc^, and three times did Emir- 
qlnn repeal his impoitunit), and be "uill) of the same fault — 
Unfortunalel} for him, there happoiicd to be present an eunuch 
of ihe presence, w'hose character was ns impatient and peevish, 
and as utnt countable and perverse, as an) of that choleric tribe , 
and as he was an old slave of the Emperor's father and grand- 
father, and had now. as Superintendent of Imperial SeragI;o, the 
disposal of <c\cral gales of the Palace, (an office of high trust), 
he was much in favour with that Monarch Roor-afroon-qban, 
(for such was his name) impatient to see the Minister’s impor- 
tunitv , chanced to say, (but not so low, however, as not to be 
ov( rlicard b} Emir-qhan) " / suppose this to he we// a hiqlt Jlavo) td 
*' <;t0) y //r adnnts of no delay, and must at any ) ate he lepcatcd 
to-ua/hf to all the old women of ihe nea/hbounhood ” The 
Minister, shocked could not help saying, " that it little became 
" ’davcK to take such lihei tics, whilst G) andees of the Empii e, 

' and Af misters of State, wetc talking of mnttc) of (importance 
"to their masters." The eunuch, without being discomposed 
by this reprimand, sharply replied, " that if they were slaves, 
"they were so to none but the Empci oi , and by no means to 

% 

"andothcis" On this, Emir-qhan, addressing the Emperor, 
said, "if this man continues in the supei intcndcncc of the 
"Palace, you) slave cannot come to Couit any more" The 
Emperor, after having said some obliging things to the Minister, 
to appease his rising recentments, added " Do not be uneasy, 

" Umdet-ul-niulk-bahadyr , you) interest is greater than his , 
"and it shall be done as you 70 ish " The Minister, after a 
pause, replied, " if your Majesty really wishes to oblige the 
slave of your Imperial Throne, let the supei intendence be 
"bestowed upon me, and I shall appoi)it a pi oper person to 
" execute that office, on my part" The Emperor agreed The 
Minister getting up immediately to acknowledge the favour, 
made a profound bow, and departed Being arrived at his home, 
he sent for Agah-qhan, an old eunuch of his own, who was 
Superintendent of his Hall of Audience, and he promised to pro- 
mote him to-morrow morning, to a high office in the Imperial 
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Palace Bat njatters, meanwhile, were taking a different turn 
in the Palace On the Minister’^ departure, the Emperor com 
plained of hia importunity, and added, “ that he had been this 
‘ longwhtle Ured of Emir-^han, and found tt dtjjicult to live 
‘with him Bui now that ho wants to get the disposal of most 
‘ of the gales of the Palace ” added he " / suppose 1 shall be no 
better than hts prisoner'^ The canuoh answered, that if such 
was His Majesty's pleasure It was an easy matter to provide for 
it Do then, replied the Emperor ‘and make haste for once 
he ^hall have taken possession of the superintendence it mil 
be then too late * The eunuch having got his cue went out 
ruminating how be could find a man that would dispatch the 
Minister He spoke of it to one of his confidents who answered 
that he knew a very fit man for the business and that it was hit 
own brother, who had been lately In Emir qhan's service and 

. having parted with him on the very worse terms had said more 

than once lo the agonies of bis resentment, that be would some 
day or other take his life The desperado being asked whether 
he would undertake to perform the work answered m the aflinna 
ti\e, and \vas earned by his brother to the eunuch who on put 
ting the question to him was earnestly requested not to provide 
any other man for such a business as he ivas determined to be re 
venged of the Minister The eunach seemg him resolute and 
eager got him mlisted amongst the guards, and placed him in the 
inner apartments, where he iaformed him that as soon as Emir 
qban should get beyond the door of the private hall of audience, he 
must fall upon him directly The wretch being shewn his post 
ivent m and placed himself in his ambuscade The next day 
being the twentieth of Zilbldjc In the same year, Emir qhan came 
to Court at daj break although It was no Court day, and brought 
with him the eunuch he wanted to entrust with the superinten 
dence He alighted from the paleky, and as soon as he had dis- 
engaged himself from the crowd of his numerous attendants, and 
from the still more numerous throng of snitors be advanced to 
wards the hall, when the abominable murderer, without giving 
him time to advance above three steps within the door, rushed 
from behind, and gave him such a stroke in the breast uitb his 

Emir-qlaa poniard that the unfortunate innocent S^yd fell sprawlinc on the 
Qjordfred » , , . ® 

ground and expired mstontiy The guards took up fats body 
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.ind slrclchini^ it in In'; paicky, sent it liome, followed by a crowd 
of men echo ucie going by order to lake an account of his effects 
and to confiscate Ins property 

Tins wa*^ opposed by the military in the murdered Minister’s 
pa), who refused both to give them admittance (172), or to suffer 
the body to be buried, unless their arrears were first paid or 
insured Not content with that, they shut up the gates, and 
would •suffer no one to return home amongst those numerous 
nohl<Mnen that had come to console the famih, and to purify 
and take up the bod\ (173) In consequence of this, Haddey- 
a.ilj-qhan, elder brother to the deceased, and Superintevdent 
of the Elephant office, as well as Abdol-medjid-qhan, Divan of 
the Imperial Qhahssah, were shut up within together with a 
multitude of persons of high distinction, amongst whom w'erc 
Kaamci-ollah-qhan, and Bairam-qhan, and many other noble- 
men of high pedgrec, and of great rank The Emperor, in- 
censed at the opposition made by the soldiery, ordered the 
Minister's effects to be taken possession of, without minding 
the pretensions of his troops or of his guards , and in case of 
resistance, he commended that they should be put to the sword 
But the Imperial soldiers themselves, sensible that it might be 
some day or other their own turn, refused to fall upon people 
that asked onl) for their due , and both parties being now come 

(172) All the troops of Hmdoslan, the English cxccptcd, arc wretchedly paid 
Twenty or thirty months of arrears are no rarity The Ministers, Grandees and 
Princes, always keep twice or thrice as man> men as they have occasion for, and 
fanc} to concern them in the conservation of their Lord s life by withholding their 
pay It must be observed that any impotent debtor, kept these many years out 
of his money by a powerful creditor, assumes sometimes a right of stopping his 
corpse This he does by putting his hand upon it, and pronouncing a sentence of 
the Coran , and in general the relations and invited make up the matter by an 
accoinodcment Wo have seen this done once at Lucknow by a merchant, who 
stopped the coffin of Mia-amber, an eunuch of the Palace, and once at Mooshood- 
abad But such an attempt requires a resolute man, otherwise it will produce a 
good drubbing 

(173) It is customary for the nearest relations, or the best friends, to take up 
the Charpay or funeral bed upon their shoulders and to carry it alternately 
burying ground, repeating, there %s no God, bnt God and Mohamed js Hts Messenger 
Some of the most zealous put their hand to the spade, and all throw a handful of 
earth upon the tomb , the body is previously shaved, washed, purified, perfumed, 
and wrappped, and there are a hundred rites and niceties in performing all these 
duties 
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to a pauae, Abool raanaoor qhan, Interposed He sent two 
persons of distlnctjon to take In his name upon themselves 
the arrears due to the troops, and to render the last dudes to 
the body of his murdered fnend By this time four days had 
been spent m messages and negotiations the body was be 
come offensive , and the ungreatful servants, together with the 
ungreatful Emperor being obstinately bent In carrying their 
point matters came at last to this settlement, that the body 
should be dismissed out of the house and the deceased s effects 
sold publicly to as much amonnt as would discharge the sums 
due Jo his troops These having kept as hostages both Sidy 
Bilal (174) and Mezid qhan Bahadyr the two persons of distinc 
tion, that had been sent by Aboo! msnsoor qhan, then only the 
body of that unjustly murdered Minhtter was suffered to come 
out. He was entombed in the Monument of Qhslil ollah-qbao, 
his grandfather close to Roob-ollah-qhan s Sera,— may the 
God of infinite mercy have bestowed npon him a place amongt 
his pious ancestors 1 After the bnnal, the deceased s effects were 
put up to sale and his troops and dependants received tbeir 
arrears from the amount the Emperor having taken for hirr|self 
some of the deceased s jewels and ail hu arms, the latter of 
which he so greatly admired as to pay ten or twelve lacs for 
them which was more than their value, these two articles 
produced fifty or sixty lacs end had cost a great deal more It 
uns only after the sale that the noblemen who had come only to 
condole with the family and who had been involved in Its 
misfortunes so far as to remain besieged and confined for foil 
eight days found means at last to escape to their homes 
Abdool raedjid qhan, a Minister of State was of that number 
but Haddy aaly qhan the deceased s elder brother with some 

(174) Bj hi< oame be appears to b« ao HaWtrinUiu and all HaUsiobris are 
to tbe bJthest esteem In lodts. The Europeans accostoraed to se* In America 
the bonun luhire dej^raded nod to pan an iDdiscrimlnata coodeomatioQ on all 
ACncani, n a race monllj and pb/alaUlj Inferior (hamMlres sronld be rorprUed 
to s*e what sort of men Africa can produce No EnfUihmen tbemselres are not 
bmTcr Of men Intrepid than the Nobla or Noblans ] snd no European cin ba 
more faithful and gntefnl thri an HaUnlotan sl^re Wt bare hv] tiares of 
both races, and bare been amazed to tec tbclr ezertlont all orer Torkej Arabia 
and E’ersla In India, Negroes, Habltinlans, Nobis, Ac, are promlsciiotnlj' 

called Habatbics or Habbsians, ahboafb the two latter are no Negroes | and tfae 
Nobb and Habashes dlifrr greatl/ from each other 
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other persons related to the fainih, could not obtain their re- 
lease, c\(n after the troops had been paid off, but by presenting 
the scr\ants and dependants of the deceased, with full two years’ 
pa} as a graluit} . As to the house, and the patrimonial lands, 
together wuth the appendages of the murdered Minister, they 
were presented b) the Qhalif of the age (175), that is, by the 
Emperor himself, to his own daughter , and that Princess made 
them o\ er to Mahmed-issac-qhan’s care Let us now' pass to 
some matters less mclanchol} 

This }ear the NoS-rS? fell on the ninth of the hrst Reby, in 
1160 of the Hcdjrah , and this same } ear Yahia-qhan, w'hq on 
Abdol-mcdjid-qhan's dismission had been promoted to the Divan- 
sliip of the Qlialissah-oflice, departed his hfe The third day after 
his demise being elapsed, the Emperor sent for Ins siv. sons, and 
one of hlsgrand^ons. and presented each of themw'ith a Qhylaat of 
mourning , after w Inch, of his ow n motion, he promoted the eldest 
son, who appeared the most capable, to the office of Moonshy 
or Secretary of State, held b}' his father A few days after, the 
office of the Qhalissah was bestowed on Mahmed-issac-qhan, 
w'ho was installed in it w'lth a Serpah of si\ pieces, and tlial 
Minister in a few' da} s after took his seat in his cuchery or tribunal, 
W'here he signed some papers as a mark of possession On the 
middle of Shaaban, Agher-qhan, the Turk, Commandant of the 
Corz-bearers, d}ing (176) his son, Chaghyr-qhan (177) received, 
at one and the same time, a Qhylaat of mourning, and his father’s 
office Tins year likewise ushered in an event quite unexpected 
Nassyr-qhan, the famous Viceroy of Cabool, who had fled form 
the grasp of Ahmed-shah-abdali, came suddenly to Shah-djehan- 
abad, where he was honoured with a Qhylaat of si\ pieces, a sabre, 
and an elephant This w'as in hopes that, as Nadyr-shah 

(175) The word Qhalif signifies successor It has been given to the first suc- 
cessors of Mahomet, namely, to Aboobeker, Omer, Osman, and Aaly , and likewise 
to all the Emperors of the two Houses of Ommiah and Abbass The Turkish Em- 
peror styles himself a Qhalif, and so does the Emperor of Hindostan , and his two 
Capitals of Delhi and Agrah are styled in his Coins and in his Ordinances, Qhalifal 
Residences, and also gates of the Qhalifat The author glances here at the here- 
ditary adversion of all the Qhalifs against the Sdyds, of which Emir qhan was one ^ 

(176) The Corz, or War Club, is a Turkish or Tartarian arm , and he that 
bears this arm in the Emperor’s presence, commands a body of Corz-berdars, or 
guards, with such a weapon 

(177) It IS very strange that these words signify in Turkish the crying Loref 
S. M VOL III. — 32 
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was no more he might, by hi« connections with the Afghans 
of those parts, bring Cabool again under the dominions of 
Hlndostan 

The year following being the one thousand one hundred 
and sixty first, was remarkable by two considerable events 
which changed intlrely the face of the Empire The one was the 
demise of Mahmed shah who may be considered as the last 
Emperor of the House of Babr the other the irruption of Ahmed 
shah-abdall, the King of the Doomnnles into Hmdostan As 
that Pnnce s invasion took place in the beginning of this year 
and /he battles which he gave, as well as the troubles and com 
motions udiich he caused together with his return home and 
the accession of Prince Ahmed to the throne of Hindostan, have 
taken up so much space of time, as to extend down to the first 
Djemady we have thought proper to bring all those events Into 
one point of view 

This Ahmed shah>abdali was originally one of the principal 
Gilefs of that tribe of Afghans settled in the province of Herat, 
under the name of Abdalles (178} His tribes having revolted 
against that conqueror of his age the formidable Nadyr shah, 
he fell prisoner iu his hands and was for some time one of the 
slaves of the presence when that Prince chancing to take notice 
of him presence when that Prince chandng to take notice 
of him promoted him to a post of Yesfiol (179), and In a little time 
raised him to the command of a thousand men and here it must 
be observed that although Nadyr shah was one of the principal 
of those Turkish tribes settled in Iran vet he had so effectually 
incurred the hatred of his tribe and of the whole Turkish 
race (180) that being thoroughly sensible of its consequences, 
he had made It a point to attach to his person the several tribes 
of Afghans and Tooranlans or Usbeghs which he had vanquished 
conquered and subdued His army was mostly composed of 


(176) HoTit Is a Capital Cltj of (ran, or Penta, ia the pt r orlBca pf Qhonsao. 
It has bm nM.thit the Afrtan* eatablbl^tbm were caHedl Abdatla or aemots 
of Aal/ becaoM thej bad onca coabraced the Sect d tha Sbjtas altboit{^ (bay 
are now zeslons SaaoU. 

fi79) The ^ esSols ansirer to tbe Isdian Cbopdan, or Uace*bearen, but with 
this d]Bereoce,that the Ynkob ar* ansed 

(180) It is those Torklsh tribes who spread chiefly In the northen parts d 
Iran, where they lira ooder ttnts, and art Ib futraJ ehber btubiirami*t) or 
shepherds, that faraUh almost all the aoldlen of PotU, 
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those two nations From them he drew most of his officers and 
Generals , and he gave them so much influence and authority, that 
they seemed intirely to engross his attention and favour , the 
Afghans especially, to whom he seemed to trust still more than to 
the Turks of Tooran , and he raised them so high, that on his 
being killed, most of the principal Afghan Commanders aspired to 
a Sovereign power, and for a long term of years commanded as so 
many Kings, in most of the provinces of Iran The most powerful 
of them was Azad-qhan, who was at the head of thirty thousand 
horse , a man who had raised such a flame in Iran, as nothing 
could extinguish but the waves that plentifully flowed from 
Kerim-qhan-zendi’s sabre (i Si), another adventurei like himself, 
who vanquished him in battle, took him prisoner, and then made 
him one of his Generals Ahmed-abdali was such another Com- 
mander, but he had the wisdom to avail himself of the counsels and 
support of Taky-qhan, Governor of Cabool, a man w'bom Nadyr- 
shah had castrated, and whom he nevertheless feared This 
Ahmed-abdali, in the confusion that ensued after Nadyr-shah’s 
death, fled from camp, and meeting in his flight a convoy of 
treasure w'liich was going to the army, under the charge of 
Tahmasp-djelair, he fell upon the escort, seized the money, and 
made use of it to attract so many Afghans to his service, that in 
a short time he became a potent Prince, who struck money, and 
was prayed for publicly in the mosques He made seven jour- 
neys or expeditions in Hindostan, all which shall be successively 
mentioned in these sheets Theffirst was at the end of the year 
1150, being then in Nadyr-shah’s victorious army, with which he 
likewise returned to Iran, the next year As he had been bred 
by that Prince, much regard was always paid him , and the next 
year he obtained leave to go home, and see his friends On his 
return to the army, he resolved to go in pilgrimage to the monu- 
ment, guarded by hosts of Angles, the venerable Mausoleum of 
the Pontiff of men and spirits, Sooltan-abool-hassen-aaly, son 
to Moosa-reza, (on whom be grace and endless praise ') (182) 

(181) These excellent Sabres made in Persia, are of a steel that seems to run 
into waves 

(182) This tomb is in the city of Tooss, which has from thence been called Mesh- 
hede Those that are sticklers for miracles, ought to go to that spacious mosque, 
where every year several miracles are performed, in so public, and notorious a manner 
that there is no room left for a doubt Blind, or lame men, or maimed, known 
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After having performed bis devotiona at that sacred shrine, he was 
going a^-ay, when be observed a Religieuse, setting up close to the 
head of the Miraculous tomb, a bit of cloth upon two sticks, as if it 
were a tent for small children Ahmed could not help pausing 
awhile to^k him what he was playing about ? The man looking 
steadfastly in his face, answered ' /iri thou Akmid-^bdaly T ’ 
/ am' said the other *'Thts tent,'' replied the Fakyr ‘ is 
Nadyr shah s Imperial tent whenever it comes to fall thou 
^ shall become a King" Ahmed surprised at such a prediction 
left one of his attendants at the Fakyr’s with orders to attend 
to (he motion of the tent and to take down the day and hour 
whenever it shonld fall and he continued his journey to camp 
He was hardly arrived when Nadyr shah was killed and Ahmed, 
assembhng those of his own Clan fled with them, and arrived 
at Mesh hed where his 6rst care was to visit the holy moouraent, 
and the man stationed at the tent The latter looking at bis 
paper mentioned the day and hour when it bad tumbled down 
of itself Ahmed oveqoyed at this intelligence compared the 
dates, acknowledged the veracity of the prediction and from that 
moment be commenced to aspire to a throne He joined to hib 
own body of troops as many Abdalis as be could persuade, and 
being now at the head of a considerable force he engaged Taky 
qhan to join his party This Governor nick named Capon who 
was a man of consequence, that had rendered great services to 
Nadyr shah by whose order be bad been castrated was then 
in that country and by his counsels he proved of great service 
to Afimed The latter now put upon his turbant the Djlca or 
Aigrette of Sovereignly and heanng that the tribute of Cabool 
and Mooltan was on its way to camp under the guard of 

for iDch &moii|r>t their own tribe aod throv^faoat tbjU populoos dtj re co rer thdr 
■Ifht or Ibe ue dL tbdr hmbs sod «s toon ts the Saint hu fnnted ntch i reqitot, 
the mJlItiTj mule seated at tbe top of the maiofate, plaj^ the whole da jr to 
ffre piUlc Bodee so thst impoihloQ seems to be oat of questloo here, aod not so 
macb aa thought of aod )ret imposition appears on tbe toj face of erery one of 
those miracles, as well as on the face of this tctj credoloos tale. We hare eeen, at 
Mecca, two B»n that had rec o v e re d In Meah<bad, the one the ase of bis eyes afaot 
ap by small poai and the other tbe ue of his ie^ They had certificates better 
attested than any of those miracles so renowned In Earope } a d for all that It was 
erldent OD the face of the cert ficatea that the writers knew nothing of physlca, 
oor of tnith aod that they were mere bn glen at miracle roilriBg 
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Mir-ni,ilHned-‘’,u d .iMcl Noor lualiincd-cjIiaii-Leh, to officers of 
character, he fell upon the escort, took the treasure, and engaged 
the (wo ofheers to join In*; part} Rcing thus reinforced by a 
good body of troops, and in po'^'^es'^ion of so much money, he 
marched against an '\fghan who commanded in Candahar, and 
haMug killed him in battle he took that fortress From thence 
he engaged, In rlinl of intrcatics, Shah-sabnr, the Religious of 
the tent, to come into his camp and to follow his fortunes This 
Saint-Paliencc (for such is the import of his name) was a grand- 
son of the famous master Hclal, the farrier of Cabool who had 
Iikew ise turned Fak} r, and was grcatl} rtwered In the Toora- 
nians (183) \hmcd-abdal\ , after sci/ing the above treasure, 
offered the Government of Cabool to NasM-rajhan, who had 
commanded theri ever since N’advr-shah had confirmed him in 
that post , but It was on cniulition that, on his arrival at that 
fortress, he could send to camp inimediatclv the sum of five lacs 
The condition being acct pted, the Governor recciv'cd his Qhy- 
laat, and he repaired to Ins post, where he assembled the prin- 
cipal inhabitants, to whom he exposed the Shah’s demand As 
that citv Is mostiv inhabited b} Afghans, a nation whose 
characteristic qualification is faithlessness and deceit, they all 
declared that it was impossible to raise any monc) amongst 
them The Governor observed that, if the} did not pay the 
mone}, they would be called to an account, as well as himself, 
and what then do you intend to do, added he , — “ We shall fight" 
answered the assembly Nassyr-qhan havung expressed many 
doubts on this resolution of theirs, they all joined in confirming 
their engagement by the most sacred oaths and the most solemn 
execrations On which the Governor sent back the Doorrani’s 
guards, which had come back with him from camp Ahmed 
being informed of all this, ran to besiege (he place, wdien the 
inhabitants, forgetting their late engagements, retired ev'^ery 
one to tin ir houses , and Nassyr-qhan, not thinking it safe to 
tarry in the place, retired to Peshavor, after having fortified some 
strong passes, whilst the Caboolians, joining Ahmed, inform- 
ed him of the manner of penetrating to that place The Abdaly 
on this intelligence, hastened to Peshavor, and Nassyr-qhan, 

(183) The Euz-beg Tartars, as well as all the Tartar^ and Calmuks, are called 
Tooranies or Tooranians in Hindostan ' 
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seeing his danger aaid /arewell to his family and prepared 
himself for a vigoroos defence 

Whilst Ahmed abdaly was marching to besiege Pesba\or 
fortune was planning a new set of successe'^ for that new 
Monarch We have mentioned that^ on Zekana qhan s demise, 
bis second son, Shah nevai qhan bad stized the Government 
and driven away bis elder brother he was now governing the 
two Provinces of Labor and Mooltan with nearly an absolute 
anthonty He had, for his Paymaster General one Adina beg 
qhan who was a very devil under the appearance of a man 
This man, who had resolved to overset his masters power and 
to raise his own on its ruins addressed him in these words 
‘ You are no more than a ntphere to Veeir Camer-eddtn 
‘ qhan but your elder brother Yahta qhan ts hts son tndaw 
besides and he ts gone to carry complaints against you to 
Court Rest assured then that neither Emperor nor Vegtr 
shall let you alone in the full enjoyment of two Governments 
You hate however one resource and it ts this Join Ahmed 
abdaly s party a powerfui and successful man who openly 
aiptres to a Crown and will look upon your joining hu party 
^ as the most unexpected favour which Heaven could confer 
upon him This speech had its full effect Shah nevaa qhan 
acknowledge the goodness of the advice and opened a cor 
respondcnce with the Abdaij These two men soon came 
to an agreement and it was concluded in these terms The 
Crown to Ahmed the Veeirshtp to Shah nevaa The Abdaly 
bad been so astonished at the proposal of making him a present 
of two such Provinces that he had prostrated himself on the 
ground and had acknowledged the Divine interposition on his 
undertaking He immediately ordered the agreement to bo 
drawm up, got it witnessed and guaranteed bv the principal Com 
manders of his army, and then sent It a person of distinction 
This scheme having taken place the incarnate devil set up 
another He wrote to Camer-eddin-qhan the Vetlr That 
his nephew had conceived chimerical schemes In his mind 
affected independence and had opened a channel of correi 
pondence with Abmed-abdaly T'hat ho was become so head 
strong as to make no account of the remonstrances of his 
Iwsl servants but that they would not fall to make another 
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“ effort upon him as soon as the Minister should have endeav- 
“ cured to sooth his mind, and to gain his heart ” The Vezir, 
astonished at the inlelligence, took pen immediately, and with 
his o\\n hand wrote a very affecting letter to his nephew The, 
purport was, ‘‘ That their family, at all times attached to the 
“ Emperors of Hindostan, had never been defiled by the crime 
"of ingratitude and treason Beware of such a crime, beware 
"of thinking that a traitor can thrive It is a pity that a man 
"like you should wish foi the honour of obeying Ahmed-abdaly, 
"the Yesaol, lather than that of driving such a fellow from the 
" frontiers of Hindostan. Would not the five Provinces of Cabool, 
" Cashmir, Tatta, Labor, and Mooltan, fall into 3'our hands in 
"such a case, and would not your good uncle exert himself m 
" supporting 30U with all the power of the Empire (184)?" This 
letter produced its effect, and he was reclaimed from, his folly, 
but Adina-beg-qhan, who had put together all the parts of his 
scheme, resolved to avail himself of this rupture with Ahmed- 
abdal3’ 

We have left this Prince wondering at Nasser-qhan’s defec- 
tion, and marching to besiege him in Peshavor. The latter, 
after having defended himself as long as his provisions and 
ammunition lasted, and his small numbers would admit, was 
thinking of escaping out of the town, and providing for his 
safety, but this was far from being easy His Deputy, wlio was 
equally bra\e and zealous, seeing his distrees, addressed him in 
these words " Get ont of this place as well as you can, and 
''fly towards Hindostan I shall contrive to hold out one day 
" and two nights more, by which time, you shall be too far of to he 
" overtaken by any enemies ” Nassyr-qhan, having approved 
the advice, escaped out of the town with a few friends, and fled 
with all his might, but in distress of every thing Meanwhile 
the Deputy having held out as much as he promised, was slam 
at the second assault , and Ahmed-abdaly got possession of the 
town, in which Nassyr-qhan’s family and consort came into the 


(184) It appears from this, that Ahmed-abdaly had already taken possession 
of Cashmir, which is north of Cabool, as well as of Tatta, which is south of it, the 
two Provinces of Mooltan and Labor being betwixt All those countries now, as 
well as Candahar, Herat, and all Qhorason, as far as Mash-hed, belong to the Abdaly 
or Doorani Monarchy, as does part of Euzbeg-Tartary 
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Victor's power Ahmed, oat of regard to her merit, and to her 
being daughter of Zlr dest qhao, grandson to the famous Aaly 
merdan qhan (185), not only took care of supporting her with 
decency and honour but he !n a little time set her at liberty 

Whilst that forlorn family was receiving so gfoerous a 
treatment Naasyr qhan amrcd at Labor where he had taken his 
residence in a Mo5que(i86) But Shah nevai-qhan, no sooner 
beard of the amval of snch an illnatnous fugitive than he went 
to see him and mtreatcd him to join him In attacking the 
Abdaly The other dechoed the proposal several times, and 
deeJored his resolution of going to Court Shah nevax-qhan, 
finding he could not prevail upon him took his leave carrying 
with him tiiat Governors Steward Being arrived at his palace, 
be desired him to accept m bis master's name an equipage suit 
able to his rank and former station and he immediately sent 
him all the elephants horses, camels arms and fnmiture 
necessary for a Nob]«^cnan of high pedigree without forgetbng a 
kitchen and a water equipage (187), with a number of cooks and 
a quantity of provistoos To this he added fonr lacs of rupees 
In gold for his travelling charges 

The Viceroy had hardly dismissed that illustnous fugitive 
when he received a letter from the Abdali king with an invitation 
to come over to his camp The other refused flatly The Abdaly 
reminded him of his engagement and Shah nevai qhan answer 
cd only by letters that shewed how much his mind was altered 
This being heard of by Shah sabur, who was become Ahmed s 
director and tutelar saint and who now remembered of his being 
bom at Labor and of bis bavmg lived a long time there he 
took Ahmed 5 leave and went alone to Labor where he landed 
m the Mufly Abdollah s house Shah ne\’a2 qhan hennng of 
that extraordinary man s am\'al sent Adina I^eg-qhan and his 

(185) A*Ijf-tnerd*D^h»B, ■fter reroHlng from the fsaouj Shth-^hbaj of Pwil« 
then occopkd aj^ost the Torb, maila a pr esen t of Uj person, and of hb fortresa 
Caodahar to Shab*d}ehaa whose faTOnrlte be becatne 

It U he that made that Canal of serenty-elfht miles, whkh briofi ao moch 
water to Ddbl It b oow choked up. 

(>6£) ht do afl FikTTa and aQ people In dbtiesa. 

(187) At water b cooled In India bj the aobtaoce of Saltpetre, and people 
are ao Tcr; bIc« in that elemeot a to <Iriak oal/ of some Rlrers, the article of 
water becomes an of&ce hj Itself 
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Divan, Radja Kura-mull (188), to know his pui pose The holy 
man answered “ / have no business with any of you, nor do I 
intend you any harm I come only because I cannot help 
“ 1 cmembering that / was born in this city, had connections 
with some of its citizens, and am under obligations to some 
“ of its former rulers ^ I cannot help feeling for them all , 
theifoie / tell you, faithlessness had never proved sucessful , 
“ neither is it an object of approbation with either God or man, 
“ nor IS yoiii sabie equal to Ahmed-abdaly's sabre. ’ He was 
' yet speaking, when a voice from behind broke out in this excla- 
mation Is his sabi e of iron, and ours of wood ^ " ''No,’* 

replied the Fakir, “ your sabre, as well as his, is of iron , 
" but your f 01 tune is not equal to his His star is now in its 
" ascension, and I do not sec that youis Keeps pace with it 

Adina-beg-qhan, who carried this message to his master, 
seemed to be affected by it , nor was Shah-ne\az-qhan himself 
without some emotion But, however, no peace took place, and 
he ordered the Fakyr to be kept in custody in Adina-beg-qhan’s 
palace Ahmed, finding that nothing was to be gained by letters, 
marched to Labor, from whence Shah-nevaz-qhan came out with 
a numerous army, well furnished with artillery and every other 
necessary , and both sides seemed eager to engage, when the 
Vicerory sent to ask from a Fakyr, who meddled with Astrology, 
what he thought would be the fate of the day Sha-kelb-aaly 
(for such was the man’s name) (189) answered " This day is 
" not favourable to yon. If you can help it, abstain from fghting 
''to-day The day of to-morrow, with the following days, will 
be more favourable to your cause. Beivare of engaging to-day ” 
The Viceroy, on this answer, sent orders to his Commanders not 
to fight to-day, but to keep themselves within their retrenchment, 
even should they be attacked , in which case, they were only to 
repel the enemy This said, he went to his tent, and took some 
repose until supper time came, and he was already seated with 

{188) The importance of these two personages shews that a 'high degree of 

respect is paid to Fakyrs, and especially to living Saints in Hmdostan 

(189) These words signify Hog 0/ The Persians, who think all 

dogs impure, make however an exception in favour of Aaly’s dog, and they are 

fond of bearing his name, which was Camhe* Nay, they assign him a place in 

Paradise 

/ 
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Adina beg qhan and some other CommanderSj when they heard 
the report of a great gun, and then another Upon enquiry it 
was found that a body ol the enemy’s horse having made lU 
appearance, two hnndred Knitelbashes on horseback had quitted 
the intrenchment to fight them, and that the enemy bad retired 
but bad come again to the number of about two thousand, which 
large body had dispersed on some cannon being fired at them 
Some time after a swift horseman came to the Viceroy to desire 
immediate assistance He said that Kuxselbashes having sallied 
forth a second time, had been worsted and obliged to retreat 
within the enclosure , and as they came pellmcll with the enemy 
the artillery had therefore forborn firing in consequence of 
which the Abdalies had penetrated wntbm the camp, and were 
filiing it with slaughter and confusion On hearing this Shah 
neveZ'qhan was going to mount, and he immediately sent Adina 
beg qhan to the assistance of those attacked, with orders to 
drive the AbdaJies out of the intenchment only This officer, 
hanng pat his hand npon bis eye* in token of obedience marched 
with his troops, but he took to the left, and contented himself 
with being a spectator of the engagement. By this time the 
Viceroy was upon his elephant and whilst he vras cnconraglng 
Ms men Adina beg qhau advanced a Ultle farther but stopped 
short again Luckily it nas already dark and the Abdalles hid 
retired of their oivn 4tCi»rd But Adina beg-qhan Jm In^ iJrcnd} 
retired with his troops nithin the citj e\en so early as thee\cn 
Ing a panic had seized most of those that remained, and every 
one strove to sa\e himself within the walls without pilndlng 
their Officers The Viceroy confounded at this reverse returned 
to his quarters where he wanted to alight In Ms tent. This nas 
strongly opposed by a relation of his who sat behind him and 
objected that there was no safety left in camp nnd that it ii-as 
better to retire ivlthln the walls and to fight the enemy from 
behind that cover This the Viceroy admitted but he proposed 
to take such a party only to morrow, adding that this was an 
unfavourable daj for him and that to morrow all would be well 
again The other conboning to object, the Viceroy gave wa) 
bat as soon as he had tamed the head of his elephant towards 
the city snch as bid remained yet in camp took example from 
him, and fled on all sides making haste to get at the gate At 
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of the Hindiaiib, \\ho never think thenisehes a match for an army 
of foreigners, stopped short, and surrounded his army with 
an intrenchment and a ditch, \\ithin which he kept himself, 
and from the fifteenth of the first Reby until the twenty-sixth, 
nothing was to be seen but continual attacks and skirmishes, 
with great slaughter on both sides The Abdaly had no artiller} . 
but fortune brought him a coinoy of provisions, cannon, rockets, 
and ammunition, which fell into his hands He availed himself 
of this assistance to pour in a showier of balls wuthin the m- 
trenchment , insomuch that the Hindostany army although \ery 
numerous, seemed to be besieged by the Abdalies and Kiu/el- 
bdshes The seventh day of this singular, siege it happened 
that the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan, being abjut noon-day at his 
prayers (191), a cannon-ball came and killed him on the spot 
This accident discouraged the Hindoos who were in camp, to 
the number of tw'enty or tliirt}' thousand, uuder the command 
of Asiri-sing, and some other Radjahs With one common 
accord they despaired of the cause, and coming out of camp, 
they stretched the feet of trepidation on the boundless plain 
of despondency, and marched back to their homes But this 
desertion, considerable and discouraging as it w^as, did not 
damp the courage of either the Shah-zadah’s, or of Abool-man- 
soor-qhan’s, or of Muaien-el-mulk’s, or of the other sons of the 
late Vezir’s They fought the enemy several times wnth an 
undaunted courage, and ahvays wulh much slaughter on both 
sides, until the morning of the tw^enty-sixth, when the Abdaly- 
king, putting himself at the head of his troops, ga\e an assault 
to the Vezir’s quarter, but w^as vigorously repulsed by Muaien- 
el-mulk, alias Mir-mannoo, the Vezir’s eldest son, who acquired 
a great deal of honour in that trying occasion A body of 
Tooranians, commanded by Djanish-qhan, and some other officers, 
mindful of the many obligations which their nation owed to that 
family, fought wuth great vigour, and cheerfully shed their blood 
in their defence , and vast numbers of the Vezir’s troops became 
that day so much food to the scimitar, that devouring crocodile of 
the seas of slaughter and blood The enemies pushing forwards, 
penetrated to the very quarter of the Shah-zadah’s, and a mighty 
loss, together wuth a great disgrace, w^as going to befall the 


{191) The Musulmen pray five tunes a day The noon-prayer is the longest 
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Hiodostanies, when they were timely a'^‘;iste(I b> a bod) of 
troops in good order sent bj Abool maneoor qlian TTiat General 
ordered the remainder ot his horse mostly Moghals to alight 
and putting himself at their head he marched fiercely to the 
enemy preceded by some small cannon and a number of men 
armed with rockets and wall pieces He came In a very critical 
moment and putting himself between Mir mannoo and the 
Abdalicfl he brought the latter to a stand and here the engage 
ment taking a new vigour became w'arm and bloody The enemy 
alrefidy fatigned by the reslalance made by the Sbab lada and 
Mir mannoo found themselves at once assaulted by a body of 
fresh troops, who marched in good order and were pouring a 
storm of musket bullets cannon balls and rockets upon them 
At this cnbcal moment, some of the araronnition and rocket 
carts aeixcd at Ser hend by some accident took fire In an 
instant thousands and ten thousands of rockets and other arti 
fices were at once m a blase and these flying in all directions 
througboat the Abdaly b army destroyed most of the enemy s 
troops by heaps (tga) The rest fell into disorder and confusion 
and Ahmed after having made repeated efforts to remedy the 
acadent and to rally bis dismayed troops reluctantly turned 
his back to the field of battle and fled where his bad fortune 
pointed leaving the victory to the Hindostany Prince, and the 
greatest part of his ami) on that field of slaughter He bad 
sent in the evening a message to Abooi mansoor-^an the 
purport of which I could not learn but the next morning he 
beat the General at day break and marched back by the high 
road that leads to Cabool and Candahar 

Mahmed shah on being Informed of so signal a victory, and 
how iDStrura cntal the VexiPs three sons had been in it especially 
the eldest, as well as how Umely and vigorously they had been 
succoured by Abool roaD 800 r>qban’s critical inlerposilion, could 
not help giving way to his joy and satisfaction, although he was 
then upon his death bed He himself read the relation and 
immediately bestowed the Governments of Lalior and Mooltau 

(ijp) It appear* by the conrtant teatimoiiy at two officer* dow In Moofshood 
abad, but wbo comnuoded amoafit tbe Sloshnl* of Aboc4>iiiiasoor-<iban *, tbal 
they look ooe part of U* Abdaly aitinery and Ihil lb* fire look only in llie olbef 
port 
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on Mir-mannoo, and at the same tune he wrote pressing letters 
to, his son, to Abool-mansoor-qhan, and to the other Lords, with 
orders to repair immediately to Court With these letters came 
a Qhylaat, with which the Imperial Prince himself invested Mir- 
mannoo in the name of the Emperor, his father, giving him order 
at the same time to take possession of the tv\o Governments con- 
ferred upon him The Prince, after this ceremony, set out for the 
Capital without loss of time, as the Emperor was growing worse 
and worse, and signs of an approaching gangrene were making 
their appearance The Monarch beheld death advancing step 
after step, and letters after letter's arrived daily demanding both 
his son and Abool-mansoor-qhan Nor did these two noble per- 
sons give themselves any rest , they were already arrived at Pani- 
Poot(i93), in the neighbourhood of the Capital, whenjntelhgence 
came that the Emperor was no more He died the twenty- 
seventh of the second Reby, in the beginning of the thirty-first 
year of his reign, which answers to the year ii6r of the Hedjrah. 
But in consequence of a consultation between Issac-qhan and 
Djavid-qhan the eunuch, and some other Lords, to which the 
Empress Maleka-zemani gave her consent, his death was kept 
secret, so that his body, remaining some days above ground, be- 
came offensive, as had alred> happened to Emir-qhan’s body, as 
if to prove that hol)^ sentence of the Coran, '‘So hast thou done, 
" w shalt thou fmd Abool-mansoor-qhan, being repeatedly 
informed of all this, passed secretly with the Shah-zadah three 
days in mourning, and the fourth day he made choice of a 
favourable moment to erect a canopy, and to whirl several times 
round and over the Prince's headachatry or umbrella (194), which 
he had run up in haste for the occasion , after which he present- 
ed his nu 7 ur by way of making his homage, prayed for his pros- 
perity, and wished him along reign The new Emperor, after this 


(193) Pam-poot IS a town three ^ays’ journey from the Capital, and upon the 
Canal that carries so much water to that City Nay, this very circumstance has 
given name to the town, for Pam-poot signifies denvated water, or water’s offspring 

(194) An instrument, to keep off the sun and ram, has been always held as one 
of the principal insigpiia of Sovereignty in Hindostan It is made like a French 
Parasol, and a Chinese umbrella , and the Taht taooss, or Peacock-throne, made 
by Shah-djehan, had such an appendage, as have all thrones of an Emperor, but 
the whirling it round a feu time-, over his head, in token of Sovereignty, is curious 
anecdote, to be found nowhero else. 
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ceremony, marched to the Capital with great pomp and magnifi 
cencc Being arnved at Shaleh mar, an Imperial seat in the 
neighbourhood of the Capital, he received the applause and 
respects of all the Ministers of Stale and all the Grandees of the 
Empire, who proclaimed him with common voice After this 
ceremony, the body of Mahmed shah was brought out of the 
Haram sera, or sanctnary, and in the middle of a pompous 
cortege was earned upon the shoulders of all the Grandees to 
the Monument of Shall nuam eddin where it was buned in a 
mausoleum close to that which the Pnnee s mother had erected 
for<herself in her life time The new Emperor, on the seventh of 
Djemady made his entry into the Capital mounted upon a moving 
throne and from thence he went to reside in the citadel Five 
days after, It being on a Fnday he repaired to the great Mosque, 
where having heard the Qhootbah pronounced in his name with 
other appreciations usoal on such a solemnity be returned to his 
Palace In this same month both Moortesa^qhan and Moorid 
qhan departed their lives 

The tnthor As to myself I was about this time in great perturbation of 

mind having just lost Zm-eddin-ahmed-qhan my patron who 

ofhlmwlf had been murdered by the treachery of Shlmsbir qhan an 
aiflictiog event, which I learned it Ganpoor and which made 
me retreit to Benares from whence I went to BrhCDy which 
was m} forgiven fathers residence That city is the Capital of 
the countries of BedaOn and Shah-djelian poor &r which con 
stltuted Niram-cl mulIPe Djagbir and had been put by Ghaiy 
eddm qhan bis son under the command of my father it was 
at his feet I lived sometime, when a temble event happened 
there, from the coascqueocc of which I escaped with difficulty 
as I shall mention in the subsequent pages 

My forgiven father had been as I have said promoted bj 
Abool raansoor qhan s influence to the Government of Seken 
derah when taLing my leave of that General I repaired to Azim 
nbad, where I paid mj respect* to my glorious mother, and visited 
my uncles and my other relations most of whom were allied 
either to Aaly verdy qhan himself , or to his nephews. There also 
I took a *pou5c m the family, which m) mother had appointed. 
From thence I followed my uncles to the wars, and in the engage 
ments against Mostapln-qhnn, I rendered such whatever services 
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could be expected from me But a rupture soon took place 
between Abool-mansoor-qlian and my father, after the latter 
had remained one year in Sekcnderah , and about the same 
time the countries of Moorad-abad, Sambal, and Berheily having 
been recovered from the hands of the Rohillahs by Mahmed- 
shah in person, who thought proper to return those lands, and 
Districts to those lo whom they had belonged before, either as 
Altumghas or Djaghirs, my father was a second time sent to 
command in ihose parts \Mth full powers The City of Berheily, 
with the circumjacent country was a paternal Dj'aghir of Nizam- 
el-mulk's , and as in consequence of the power and usurpations 
of Aah-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah, those parts had become of small 
revenue, no person caring to expose his purse and honor on 
their product, the whole had been committed to the care of my 
forgiven father, who found much difficulty in quieting his 
Government For although Rohillah himself had been driven 
away, and was gone to Ser-hend, there were thousands and ten 
thousands of Afghans spread all over the country, where they 
had taken so deep root, that they had become the Zemindars of 
that tract, and had to their own Afghan stubbornness added all 
the perverseness and all the refractory behaviour inherent to 
the character of a Zemindar So that, none but my father was 
thought equal to the task of bringing them to order and sub- 
mission Ghazy-eddin-qlian, therefore, having sent his owm 
Stevv'ard thither for a while, recalled my father , and after confer- 
ring with him some lime, and furnishing him with every necessary, 
and with full powers, he sent him back with instructions My 
forgiven father, thus supported, raised a good body of troops, 
and marching throughout the country, he soon brought the city 
of Berheily and the sev'enteen other Districts under order and 
controul For a further security, he thought it a piece of policy 
to admit the principal Afghans amongst his troops , and thus 
Serdar-qhan, of Berheily, and Mangal-qhan, of Telhur, took 
service with him, each at the head of about two thousand men , as 
did another Afghan, of illustrious race, with seventeen hundred 
others This last was called Pir-ahmed, and was a descendant of 
Sheh-abdol-cadyr-Ghilani, the great Saint of the Afghan nation 
But these were not all the turbulent spirits of that country 
There lived then in those parts a man of great character and 
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distinction, a descendant of Uzmet ollah qhan, one of the two 
brothers who had so long commanded in Moorad-abad It was 
Cootoob eddm mohamraed-qhan Bahadyr, who was nephew to 
Ferid eddin qhan a nobleman in whose service Aaly mahmed 
qhan, Rohillah had been fora length of fame He lived m the Castle 
of Cba-chntt, and seemed Inclined to quarrel with my father 
but he had but a small force and still less money My father 
sent him several mild rebukes on his improper behavionr bat 
all to so little purpose that be was at last obliged to think of 
correction and chastisement Cootoob-eddin s troops seeing 
that he had brought the Governor of the country upon himself 
deserted him immediately and there remained to him only twent) 
or thirty ancient friends and servants who would not leave him 
but chose to shut themselves up with him In the above Castle 
My father heanng of this surrounded it immediately and went 
several times round the walls on his elephant to find out a proper 
place for an assault. It most be observed that Cootoob-eddm 
qhan greatly valued himself upon bis skill in shooting with a 
musket and m fact be was renowned all over the country for 
making use of balls and muskets of twice (he sue and length 
of the ordinary ones and he fired with so mneb precision that 
be never missed hU mark Several of his followers were equal to 
him in tliat nrt Now as mv father was going every day round the 
ualls both himself and his best roarks-men repeatedly took aim 
and repeatedly fin-d at him without being able to hit any thing 
but the boards of his bemhary or his cushions or his clothes and 
turbant Cootoob>eddla>qbaD incensed at bis eternally missing his 
cnemj threw down his gun swore he w^ld never fire again and 
sent to my father to desire a conference and an accommodation 
This interview witli requested with a design to kill my father in 
the middle of the conference the man being of such a delermm 
ed dsnngness that be never stuck at any thing to compass 
his oun ends His few followers being as daring as himself 
resolved to stand by him in that trying occasion But as they 
pretended fears and sospictons it was agreed that they shonld 
come armed and the agreement was guaranteed by Siyd aaly 
qhan ray fathers fourth brother and by Pir ahmed, the Rohillah 
Commander On the appointed day, they came out of the Castle, 
and were received by my uncle in his tent, In expectation of 
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being sent for by my father But that nobleman unwilling to 
meet so hastily a party of desperadoes, whom he knew to be 
highly incensed against him, returned for answer, that he hoped 
they would repose themsehes the remainder of the da}, in his 
brother’s tent, as his guests, and that the next morning he 
would give them the meeting The man hearing such an answer, 
suspected some treachery, and although he with his ten or 
twelve men was sitting amongst a multitude of armed Afghans, 
and close to my uncle and Pir-ahmed, he expressed his resent- 
ment without minding his situation, and said that they ought, with 
their beards as men, to w6ar long hair upon their heads, as 
women , openlj' reproaching them at the same time, with their 
faithlessness in bringing him in such a deceitful manner out of the 
Castle My uncle and Pir-ahmed, without minding his air and 
tone of voice, represented mildly that no breach of faith would 
happen, and that no harm was intended to him , but that the 
Governor being eternally busy, might have particular reasons for 
his putting off the interview till to-morrow, and that mean- 
while there was no harm at all in his requesting him to be his 
guest That officer was yet speaking, wffien several sneakers 
of a cool lemonade were brought in, and a moment after these 
were followed by a number of tables, covered wuth a variety of 
costly and dainty victual, to which was added a message from 
my father, requesting his guest to partake of such an entertain- 
ment as his camp afforded, and to take some repose until the 
next morning The man, wffio had been both hungry and angry 
all this while, finding himself so gently used, dropped his resent- 
ment, and fell a eating so heartily that at the end of his meal he 
had commenced speaking in a friendly manner After his din- 
ner, some presents were sent him, which he accepted Cootoob- / 

eddin-qhan, seeing that no harm could be intended, altered ^ 

his resolution within his heart, and became reconciled to my father 
The next morning, the Derbar being full, the new guest was con- ^ 

ducted to the audience-tent between my uncle and Pir ahmed, ^ 
followed by a numerous throng of Afghan officers My father 
on descrying him got up, and having embraced .hm, made him 
sit with himself upon the same Mesned, and he received his 
fnends as they approached one by one, in the manner which his 
guest seemed to wish. Cootoob-eddin overcome by so much 
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kindness and so unexpected a condescension, conld not help 
exposing the intention wHh which he bad onginally come out of 
the Castle and he added that the sudden change wrought In his 
heart yesterday, together with his missing perpetually his aim, — 
he who had never lost a bullet — were events which he could 
ascribe to nothing but to some sacredness Inherent in his person 
and doubtless derived to him from his Sdyd ancestors My 
father hearing this could not help laughing, and he continued 
speaking to the man with *o much regard and favour that he 
made a conquest of his heart after which he proposed to him 
to take service in his troops, and to attach himself to his person 
as a friend and a companion Cootoob eddm, after stipulating 
some conditions accepted the proffer and thus enmity and 
diffidence ended in fnendshlp and conffdence 

So much sudden favour, and such marks of distinction, 
excited sentiments of envy and discontent in Pir-ahmed a 
pnnclpal Commander amongst the Afghan* who thought he had 
more right to them himself Hts mind was so ulcerated that 
every fresh kindness shewn to the new guest seemed to thrust 
thorn* and scorpion stings In bis heart nbicb otbenviie was 
disinclined on account of the difference of sect between bunself 
and bis master, the latter being a zealous Sbyab and the other 
a turbulent SunoL Whereas Cootoob^eddin a* well ax bis fnend, 
Sheb-mQei cddin«<]han (an officer now living at Lucknow and 
wbpsc feats of valour and generosity we shall have occasion to 
mention) were of a race celebrated for their zealou* attach 
mentx to the tenets of the Sfayahs, as well as for their iHostrlous 
achierementx, and for their being descended of persons attached 
to the tcrvke of the Holy bouse (195) (upon all whom be grace 1} 
Ho was himself reipectcd by the countiymien a* tbeir Lord, and 
their master s son and it was on that very acconnt that my father 
liad introduced him m all the affairs of administration This 
alienated entirely Pir-ahmed shear! He quitted the sendee, and 
sought a revenge in exciting trouble* and as the Afghans In 
my father s service, as well as those all over the coxratry were all 

(195) It app«xn tEit tb* Shjabs, tbe «ords / 7 #/fa««xr oxulmtsad tbe 
-Temple that cOQtilu tbt remsiB* of Hooflo at Kerbvlab, luar BjpUd, whereas 
Hhk the gna erality of SIunlsMo Ifae wonlj Bel/ boeu, or thou of hooje of God 
alwa^ the Cuba or wiairc house wtihlo the Temple of Mecca 
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cillicr 111*' tenants, or men accustomed to serxe under him, they 
made it a point to join him, and to obe_y hi*, summonses, and the 
e\il rose to such a hciiiht, that nn father was obliged to marcli 
against him, and to bring him to order Cootoob-eddin, who 
was appointed his Gem ral, look the command of the Vanguard 
An engagement ensued, when Pir-ahmed dn iding his troops 
in two, opposed his bravest and best marksmen to Cootoob- 
eddin, and with the rest he concealed himself in the ruined 
houses of an abandoned village, and in some fields grown over 
with tall sugar-canes, expecting to ha\ c my father at Ins dis- 
cretion from such an ambuscade The engagement being alrctidy 
commenced, Cootoob-eddin, with his bravest men, taking his 
musket, and quitting his horse, rushed through the thickest of 
the enemy, bearing down ever} thing before him They say, 
that whilst he was taking aim with his gun, a trooper of the 
enemy’s sprung at his side, and cr\ ing " Cooioob-eddm-mahmed- 
qhan, have at j'c//, ” he advanced with his sabre up-lified 
Cootoob-eddin altering only the direction of his piece, answered, 
have at you you) self/’ and laid him <;praw'Iing on the ground 
That bra\e troop of his, animated by such exertions, continued 
to advance through the enemy’s ranks, which at last they broke 
entirely, and forced to an open flight , but by this time he had 
already advanced so far from his mam, as to be within reach of 
that piece of sugar-cane where Pir-ahmed w'as x\ ailing for my 
father, and the latter ajiproaching on the opposite side, he xvaS 
set upon w'lth the utmost fury, by a body of horse that rushed 
out suddenly, put to flight most of those that were wnth iimi, 
and struck a panic in those that remained Jn this state of 
things, my father was putting his foot out of the amhary to jump 
down from his elephant, and to fight on foot, w'hen the son of 
Cootoob-eddin, a young man whom he bad taken upon an 
elephant, out of regard for Ins father, interposed, and he observed, 
that so long as himself, his soldier, was alive, wuth so many * 
others, such exertions would be unbecoming a General Mean- 
while some of his relations and men, seeing their Commander’s 
danger, quitted their horses, and surrounding his elephant, 
they mixed with the enemy, soon covered the ground with the 
blood of many of them, and put the whole to a stand Pir- 
ahmed was advancing himself, and encouraging his people to 
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push on but Cootoob eddin, who now was at hand, advanced 
to charge him PIr-ahmed fatigued already by the resistance 
he had met round my father’s elephant, from that valiant troop 
that fought like lions accustomed to tear their enemies, and think 
ing himself unequal to a fresh engagement, gave way, and he re 
treated full of shame and confusion whilst a zephyr of victory 
nsmg over the field of battle unfurled the drooping standards 
of my father s troops and cheered their hearts Pir-ahmed, 
however was overcome, bat not ruined and he soon came to 
another engagement, but was soseverely beaten that his Afghans 
humbled and displnted slipt away one by one, and dispersed 
to their homes And thus tranquility being re-established my 
father with Cootoob eddm-qban, hb friend lived happy in the 
middle of relations acqoaintances and soldiers 

It was about thb time, that, inspired by a desire of kissing 
the sacred paternal feet I quitted Axim abad a little before 
Shtmshir-qhan s treason and m the first days of MohaTrero 
of the year i i6f, I amved at Berh^ily by the way of Gbaxipoor 
and Banares where I was favoored with the blessing of seeing 
the paternal face It was abont the time when the Imperial 
Pnoce Ahmed mints had gained that great victory o\’er the 
Abdalies which we have sometime ago mentioned It was at 
this very time that AaJy mahraed-qhan Rohillah who from being 
the Vetir Cammer-eddm-qhan s prisoner had been by his influ 
ence set at liberty and moreover promoted to the command of 
Ser bend, thought proper to quit his post after which he soon 
assembled an army of forty thousand Afghans and marched by 
Sobaren poor and Gundj poor across the Djumna, directly to 
Moorad-abad and BerhSily where he had once commanded with 
so much power and having possessed himself of that Capital 
where he established his Government and authority he crossed 
the Ganga to attack my father \s soon as this intelligence 
was spread in the country, the Afghans that constituted the 
greatest part of my father s troops being all cither coontrymen 
or acqoaintancea of Aaly mahmed-qhan s or attached to him 
personally were overjoyed to see him again amongst tJiem 
selves and pretending that they were in arrears of pay by 
some months they assembled m bodies and probably with no 
good mtcntion surrounded the hou^e where my father lived 
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whithin Ihc Cabllc of Bcrheil} He had with him only about 
three hundred Hindobtanics, from about Shah-djehan-abad, and 
a small number of friends, relations, and servants. By this 
time Aaly-mahmed-qhan being arrived within ten cosses of 
Berheily, the situation of the besieged was become critical In 
this conjuncture Cootoob-eddin-qhan took my father aside, and 
addressed him in these words, " Rohillah is come upon us with 
•'an 07 my which wc cannot pictcnd tojight, admitting even that 
"he had not been joined by the Afghans of these countries, 
''who have floclcd to his standard in as gi eat numbei s as ij 
" they had been so many locusts or pismires On the oihci 
" hand, yout vciy soldiei s at e now besieging you, and thirst- 
mg after yout blood I sec then no other patty left but 
" this — / will go out to meet Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohtllah, and 
" examine his sentiments } especting you If he is not tllin- 
" cltned iowat ds you, I shall engage him to lei you exit icatc 
'' yourself from your actual difficulties, if I diwovet that he 
'' means you any ill, then I shall kill him insiantly , and, as 
" I shall be dispatched myself upon the spot, you may then 
" manage as your fortune shall point out *’ This proposal 
my father accepted , and the brave and faithful Cootoob-eddin, 
having sallied out of the fort with a few of his most trusty men, 
went to Aaly-mahmed-qhan's quarters. Being arrived at that 
General’s tent, he left his men at the door of the first enclosure, 
and went in with only twm or three of them Meanwhile those 
who w'cre left w'lthout, being all extremely attached to him, and at 
all times ready to shed their blood for his sake, could not see him 
going in so w eaklj accompanied without being somewhat alarm- 
ed , so that tw'o or three of them wanting to get in, were stopped 
by the Chopdars and other people at the General’s door Cootoob- 
eddin hearing the noise returned back, and striking one of the 
Chopdars slightly over the head, he asked him why he presumed 
to stop his people This action having increased the tumult, 
some great mischief w'as hkel}' to ensue, when Aaly-mahmed- 
qhan, surprised at the cries and noibe, ran bare-footed out of the 
enclosure, and taking tliat illustrious hero by the hand, he drew 
him to his breast, embraced him tenderly, and apologised for 
what had come to pass After which he carried him w ithin the 
tent where he made him sit in the middle of his own Mesned, 


Singular 
character of 
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himself taking a seat at the comer of It, and his behaviour in 
every thing else was very respectful After Interchanging the 
usual excuses and some customary compliments, Cootoob-eddin 
addressed him in these words “ You doubtless, have heard that 
I am become an intimate Jnend of the valiant SSyd hediiet 
aaly~qhan the Laon m Wars an attachment sshich he has 
been pleased to repay with every mark of kindness and love 
You know liktatse that htsvery soldiers enticed by the hopes 
of your coming have ungratefully turned their arms against 
their lord and master and are now thinking of mischief If 
such IS your intention also dismiss me that I maj return 
and las down my hfe in my friend's cause and by my seal 
and fidelity prepare for myself a durable ntonumenl in the 
registers of posterity — march on with your troops join those 
ungrateful wretches and by falling together upon that hand 
ful of besieged folks acquire the glory of having killed a 
Seyd Else if you be an open hearted soldier and youintend no 
mischief then assist the man with some necessaries for hts toy 
' age to the capital repress the seditions use your influence to 
‘ make them accept as much as the reedy money and ejects at the 
Castle can afford and let him quit this country with safety 
to hts person and some honour to kis character This speech 
hid Its full effect RohiMah uitb the most solemn oaths protest 
ed that he intended no personal injury and sending for the 
officers of his honsehold he dircted them to prepare an equi 
page suitable to the Governor's rank and condition after which 
he dismissed his gurst with e\ery demonstrabon of hononr 
sending him back fully aatlsfied and contented He only required 
that Cootoob-eddin should not go to Shah djehan-abad where 
he was apprehensive lest the forlorn state of so lllastrlous t 
man might engage the Ministers to reinstate him at the head of 
an army In his father a Government Mj father, the next day 
after this treat} came out of the Castle with all his people and 
took up his quarters at Pandj mahla, a building at some distance 
without the walls of BerhCil} where he spent some days in 
much altercation about settling the respective claims of the 
seditions and he was evety day in the hope of being soon able 
to get out of their hands At last by the Divine assistance this 
point was gained and he arrived at the Capital 
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About the middle way, as we had passed Feroh abad, we 
heard at once a multitude of news. That Mahmed-shah had 
departed this life , that his son, Ahmed-mirza, had returned, after 
having gained an important victory , that the Vezir Camer-eddm- 
qhan had been slain , that Mir-mannoo, his son, had been pro- 
moted to the two Viceroyalties, Labor and Mooltan , and lastly, 
that Abool-mansoor-qhan had installed Ahmed-mirza in the Im- 
perial throne at the seat of Shahleh-mar Nevertheless, the death 
of Mahmed-shah had m<ide such an impression in the country, 
that the roads were swarming with robbers and banditties, that 
did their business by troops , so that it became necessary to 
march witli great precaution, and to be continually upon the 
watch My father being arrived at Shah-djehan-abad, waited 
upon Ghazi-eddin-qhan, son to Nezam-el-mulk, in whose Djaghir 
was Berheily and its districts, but finding that he had but little 
inclination to provide for such a loss, he turned his views to- 
wards Abool-mansoor-qhan That General, who heard of his 
intention, sent him Radja Maha-narain, son of his Divan, and 
did him the honour to invite him to bis Palace, where he repaired 
^vlth the Radja, and where he paid his respects to that General, 
now Vezir of the Empire an interview of which I availed, my- 
self to make my bow to that Prime Minister, and to exchange a 
few words with him In a few days he was pleased to bestow 
on my father the command over Panipoot, Sonpoot, and tlie 
thirteen Districts under the immediate management of the 
Qhalissah-office , after which he got him decorated by the Em- 
peror with the grade of five thousand horse, and with the 
insignia of a kettle-drum and a fringed Paleky This appoint- 
ment, being so strictly connected with the Qhalissah-office, at 
the head of which was Issac-qhan, afforded a fair opportunity of 
making a connection with that great Lord himself, by whose 
means he obtained for Cootoob-eddin-mahmed-qhan, his valuable 
friend, the Fodjdanes of Hyssar and Djudjar, and he therefore 
invited over that invaluable pearl of the seas of prowess, 
generosity, and fidelity But that hero, who had his heart full 
against the Afghans and Rohillas, and wffio held them to be so 
many usurpers that had deprived him of the post of Moorad- 
abad, an office which was hereditary in his family from the time 
of Feroh-syur, and which was thought in every sense equal to a 
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ViccroTalty, declined the apporntment, having then other dealgns 
In his mind Moorad-abad, the place of bis birth, was what 
he wanted, and all hia thoughts wore bent on driving the Robd 
lahy from thence, and on regaining that hereditary Government. 
This could not be attained In the Veiir Camer-eddln-qhan’s life 
time, who was evidently Aaly mabmed^han s protector Bnt now 
circumstances bad become more favourable , for Aaly mahroed- 
qhan, who had come back with an army in those countries, and 
had conquered Moorad>abad and all the Distncts that had once 
been In his power, was sometime since dead of a cancer His 
conquests had been divided and parcelled out his relations 
for Instance by his father In law, Doondy-qban, by Hafyx 
ahmed and one of hU sons, and by several other Chieftains, 
i\ho under pretence of securing the estate for his sons in law, 
had taken possession of U for themselves , Insomuch that when 
the real heirs came to ask their right, they were only allowed 
some Districts suffioient for their maintenance, but were kept 
oat of tbe estate by a strong grasp In process of time, the 
usurpers became masters of extensive dominions, and saw them 
selves Lords of armies, as well as Sovereigns of a CourL 

It was such dissensions that engaged Cootoob^din's atten 
tions He concluded that this was tbe time to fall upon the 
RohilUhs and to drive them from Moorad abad and their other 
recent conquests and be applied to Ioly2am>ed-d0u]ah son to 
Lamer eddln qhan for the patent of the Fodjdary of those parts, 
a request which was compiled with the more willingly, as those 
countries had ceased to acknowledge any subordination to the 
Capital Cootoob-eddln then having his hands full of this pro 
ject liad some reason to excuse himself from accepting my 
father 8 proffers, and he remained at the Cnpital to push his 
point with the Minister The latter gave him, without drh) 
ihc patents ho requested but went no further and he had the 
stinginess to assist him but feebly towards putting himself In 
eqmpage, and assembling an army with the necessaries for such 
an expedition But such vms tbe high opinion entertained of 
Cootoob^ddm s prowess and conduct, that be found private 
purses that assisted him with tbe snms of money which his 
expedition required The same renown that procured him 
money procured him an army, still more than the Mlnbter s 
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exhortations Vast numbers of people, accustomed to a camp-lifc 
flocked in shoal s to his standard, desirous to serve under the Her- 
cules of his age, and soon formed him something like a Court and 
something like an army Notwithstanding these reinforcements, 
he tarried avhile for a body of three hundred men that had been 
his \\ar companions, and whose bravery and attachment he had 
ai\\a3s experienced , and it was with such a small force, and such 
a handful of bravoes, that he undertook to dispossess a nation of 
fresh conquerors, that could muster more than fifty thousand men 
in the held, and had plenty of money, cannon, rockets, and ammu- 
nition When he saw himself at the head of a force whiph he 
thought sufficient fer his purpose, he came out of the city, and 
encamped in the environs, resolved to compass his purpose or 
to perish in the attempt The Afghans having got intelligence 
of this, assembled from all parts, and joined together at Moorad- 
abad But on his drawing near, and even on his setting out 
from the Capital, they sent him several messages, offering to 
come to an accommodation, under condition that he would 
gue up all pretensions to Moorad-abad Their proposals were 
to come in for a share of the country, on the same footing with 
themselves, in which case they would be glad to assign him a 
portion suitable to his rank and pretensions, as they were desir- 
ous to see him come and enjoy Ihe products of that country, 
and live happy and quiet as they did tliemselves But Cootoob- 
eddin W'as too high-spirited to stoop to such an agreement, and 
resolved to have the whole or nothing He advanced on them 
at the head of his force The Afghans intimidated by so much 
obstinacy, commenced despairing of their cause, although they 
were so far superior to him in numbers, and in every thing 
necessary for war and battle , for they were impressed with 
the highest opinion of the prowess and conduct of that Lion, 
accustomed to tear his enemies Cootoob-eddin, still advancing, 
was soon in sight of his foes, and an engagement took place , 
when that hero alighting from his horse, put himself at the head 
of his three hundred bravoes, and did so much execution, that the 
Afghans were pushed back as far as two or three cosses But he 
was now come into a spot full of broken ground, where their dis- 
persed troops, observing how ill their enemy Avas accompanied, 
and how' he evas far from his main, commenced firing under 
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a variety of covers, and little by little they destroyed that formida 
ble troop which was now redaced to twenty or thirty men, 
mostly wounded, but which stuck close to their heroic command 
er This latter had already received several wonndi, and now 
being aimed at on all aides like a mark, several bullets were 
lodged In his breast and he at last fell after having performed 
In that trying day a number of memorable acbons. About one 
hundred of his bravocs fell round hJs body, mixed their blood 
with bis own, and afforded an everlasting topic to the encomiums 
and regrets of both their friends and enemies Ten or twelve 
men of that herolcal troop having survived this scene of blood 
and slaughter were taken up from the held of battle, and cured 
of their wounds but it was only to become so many objects of 
envy and jealousy amongst military men who all envied their 
fate O God 1 vouchsafe to forgive their sins and accept them 
in the Day of Judgment amongst the martyrs and the just I 

We have already mentioned that the Imperial Pnnee 
Ahmed mu^a after hts victory, had come to Shalelwmar where 
he was saluted Emperor by Mabmed issac qhan, the Minister and 
by Djavid^qban the eanueb arwell as by all the Grandees of the 
dty, with whom be made his entry m the Capital and at last m 
the Imperial Palace TTie new Emperor bad offered the Venr 
ship to Abool raaosoor qhan, but that General although so very 
worthy of that high office, did not choose to meddle with it during 
Nizam el mulk's life so high an opinion be bad conceived of his 
wisdom and power Letters and messages went to him to Decan 
both from the Emperor and from bis Ministers, Nuam-cl mulk, 
already on the wing for the regions of eternity, answered by 
excusing himself on bis old ago bis inability to make voyages, 
and his disinclination from meddling mth the affairs of the 
Capital He even wrote to Abool roanwoor qhan to exhort him 
to assume that high office and he ended his letter with these 
words You are now the most promnng of the children of 
these days Take that qfice upon yourself and exert you* 
self tn recovering the affairs of the Empire and bringing them 
to some order T*bis letter bad Its effect on Abool mansoor 
qhan hot such was the high respect he bore to the very name 
of Nliara el mulk that he declined assuming the office in that 
Viceroy's life time who, however, lived but a few days after the 
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abn\c Idler So (hat on hearing that he had set out for the 
other world in the territory of BSrhanpoor, from wiience his 
body had been carried to Doulct-abad, in wdneh city it had been 
buned without the fortress in a garden, close to Shah-burhan- 
cddin, he ga\e his consent, and conscious of adequate abilities, 
he went to the Palace, where he was installed in that high office 
b} a Qhylaat of seven piecqs, to which were added four plates, 
full of gems and jewels So soon as he had put it on, he w'as 
saluted in full Derbar b) the tiilcs of " Principal of the King- 
'* dom, — Centre of all Business, — Hero of the Age, — 'rnislworlh}' 
" of all the Provinces of the Empire, — The Father of Victory, — 
" The Hercules in Battles, — and tin Generalissimo of the Im- 
*' perial Forces ” 

But, as w'e ha\c just been mentioning Ni/^im-el-mulk^s 
demise, it is proper that w<‘ should leave for a while the thread 
of our narraliN c in order to say something about the characters 
and prn ate life of that famous man, as w'ell as of three more 
illustrious personages, w'ho seemed to have concerted together 
their voyage for eternity, after liaMiig acted the most important 
parts on the theatre of this w’orld These were Emir-qhan 
Camer-eddin-qhan, and Mahmed-shah After that, w'e shall, if it 
pleases God, the Author of all favours, revert to our history, and 
fucount such remarkable events as have distinguished Ahmed- 
shah’s reign and Abool-mansoor-qhan’s Ministry 

Umdel-el-muik-Emir-qhan-Bahadyr, Governor of Ilah-abad, 
w'as son of another Umdet-el-mulk-Emir-qhan-Bahadyr, Governor 
of CabSl His ancestor in remote limes was an illustrious man, 
an Husseinian-Seyd, of the branch of Naamcl-ollah, whose family 
in process of time came to be called the Mir-miranians, from a 
descendant of his, wdio received that surname (196) This family 

(196) The word Qhan is always the first title of honour conferred upon a man 
It signifies a Prince, or a mighty Lord, and answers to the English word Esquire, a 
word without consequence, doubtless, for the translator himself is a Qhan in 
Hindostany, and an Esquire in English Umdct-ol-mulk signifies both the preatest 
of the Kingdom, and a column of the Kingdom There are two branches of Sdyds, 
the one descended from Hassen, and the other from Hossdin, both sons of Aaly, causin 
to Mohammed, and of Fatemah, his daughter Hossdin is the idol of Persians, and 
were his father to retQrn into the world, he would be jealous of the figure his son 
cuts , for as to be grandfather, he is nearly out of question, when compared to 
those two Mir-mirani, the Lord of Lords , it signifies in Persia, a Governor- 
General, or Supreme 
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15 50 very iJlustrioU5,cven in Iian, that it needs neither encomiurat», 
nor wTitmg One of these Mir miranians, grandfather to our 
Emir qban, on some misdemeanour or some other subject, quitted 
the Court of Isfahan without taking lea\e from Sbah-abbass, the 
Hero of Iran, and fled to Hindostan where he was so ^vell re 
ceived by the Emperor Djehan ghir, son to Soltan Acbar, that 
hr soon bedarac a favountc with him, living in his Court In the 
utmost splendour His prosperity, honever was constantly 
embittered by the thoughts of being parted from two belo>ed 
sons whom he had been obliged to lea\c in Iran and he often 
decfared that he would revive and seem to commence a new life 
as soon as he could behold them once more His sorrow \vas so 
continual and so affecting, that amongst the several articles of 
instruction given to Qban^aalem whom that Emperor sent in 
Embassy to the Court of Iran the requesting and obtaining 
those two beloved children was a considerable one The 
ambassador rendered himtelf so agreeable to Sbah-abbass that 
he obtained all bis requests, and these two sons amongst the rest 
On their arrival at the Court of HJndostan they were honoured 
with the title of Qban and promoted to the highest oflices Qhalil 
ollah-qhan, the eldest, rose toconilderable dignities and from that 
time the family no\er ceased to move ra the highest sphere of 
honours employs and offices Emir qhan’s uncle was Paymaster 
General to Aoreng rib, the Conqueror (197) and a great favountc 
of his. His father died Viceroy of the important Government 
of Cabool and so satisfied was Aorcng-iib with that Governor's 
abilities and talents for governroent and for w'ar, that so long 
as he knew him m that important post, he never expressed anj 
apprehensions from the enterprising genius of the Monarchs of 
Iran So that being thus left at Jibertj to pnrsue his designs in 
Decan he made it a point to asenbe publicly to him e\'er) one 
of Ins conquests and victories and he used to express himself 
In that style in the many letters which he wrote to the Governor 
Our Emir-qhan son of that VIccro) arrived by his merits and 
abilities at so much power and influence, and he seemed to 
deserve them so vrcll that no one of the Grandees of the Empire 
could be compared to him He seemed a compendium of cverj 
valuable qualification he w*as besides so learned that few men 
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could pretend to enter the lists with him His prowess and 
military abilities could be compared to nothing but to the keenness 
of his penetration, and to the clearness of his comprehension, 
w'hich gave him at once, as if by intuition, so comprehensive a 
view' of every affair, either public or private, w'hich was brought 
before him, that the very suitors thought themselves happy to 
be eased of so great a part of their trouble. He delighted in the 
company of all sorts of men of merit, whether they were soldiers 
of a determined valour, men of talents, or men venerable by 
their learning Every species of talents attracted his notice 
eminent singers, eminent dancers, and in general all kind's of 
eminent men, especially in composition and poetry'. Whoever 
had been once in his company, could not part with him , and I 
have seen people fall so far in love w’lth his conversation and 
character, that long after his death, no man of eminence ever 
pronounced his name, or reported any thing of him, or made his 
eulogium, without shedding a flood of tears The numbers of men 
of merit introduced by him into the world is not small, and numbers 
there are to-day w'hom he has raised from penury and distress 
to affluence, dignities, and power — numbers w'hom he inlisted 
amongst the Lords of the Empire, and the Grandees of the State. 
He composed with great elegance and much facility, both in 
Persian and Hindostanv poetr\, of ten uttering extempore ver>^es , 
but no man ever equalled him in the talent of saying bon mots, 
and in rejoining by a repartee He possessed the art of narration 
in such a high degree, that people charmed with his story, kept 
it hanging at their ears as a fragrant flower, whose perfume 
they wished to enjoy for ever On the other hand, his generosity 
was such that, when he had once allowed a pension to some 
one, high or low, he never recalled it, but continued it to the 
yierson, although the occasion and necessity should have ceased 
long ago Ingeniously delicate, everything about his person 
or in his Palace, received from bis directions such an elegance 
of form, that from that moment it was taken up as a pattern by 
all men of taste, and thenceforward became the fashion at Court, 
and the standard of elegance both for apparel and furniture (198) 

(198) There is a whole book of the remarkable sayings of Emir-qhan, and we 
have already mentioned two of these There is another which shews the readiness 

r 

of his wit Mehreban-qhan, a Lord, whose disgrace he had procured, being in 
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Troth will not permit oa to say much of Comer eddin-qhan, 
notwithstanding he was Prime Minister of State, and bore the 
titles of 'The Trust worthy of the Empire, and the Vi ctorlous in 
" War ” He was son of Mahmed^mlo-qhan, who had cut so 
great a Bgure in the beginning of Mahmed shah's reign and 
drew his pedigree from Qhadja Ehrar Mahmed amin early quit 
ted Tooran (199), his oabve country, and came into Hradostan 
in Aorcng 21b the Conqueror s time, where he rose by degrees 
to the military grade of five thousand horse In process of time 
he rose to the grade of seven thousand, and this happened in 
Feroh syflr s reign chiefly through the countenance he received 
from the famous Abdollah qhan which, however, did not prevent 
him from jomiog in the conspiracy for murdering Hoss^in-aaly 
qhan, brother to his benefactor He was promoted to the Veiir 
ship in the beginning of Mahmed shah s reign, bnt enjoyed that 
office bat a few months having been seixed by tl e claws of 
Death that universal Tyrant who mows down indiscriminately the 
Minister with the beggar CamerHjddm-qhan, his son, enjoyed 
in hU fathers Ufe time the office of third Paymaster Gener 
al (300), and of SupenDtendaot of the bathing place or private 
appartments and he was promoted to the Vexirtbip after Nuam 
el mulk 8 departure for Decan In which high office he exhibited 
no great Uicnls for government being slothful inattentive, 
indolent, and eternalty immersed in all kinds of pleasures (201) 

UaluDed*«hab icompioj cocnplAlovd bhtvrlj of id affray la which the cart*meo bad 
beateo hit people. ( koow sot bow it faappeoi, addwi be, but ali those whcM names 
or calEnfs eod by a prore all falthleaa all tm^ratef ] all unruly and quarrel 
iodm; trcrAon, Cart nun, CamalMlrirer CMvifiaa, ToJVtnan &c. tic . 

True, Ujr L*rd i/nLrr4aM Intamipted Bmlr-qbas whose cart'OKQ had headed 
the affray what you ny b ootfalaf; but (me I bare experteoced H this ioa^hile, 
and I am glad that yon are become neiihie of it at last, 

(199} What they call Gmt’Tsriary aitd SUtriM in Eorope, is called T^^rmn 
all orer Asia j but Stuttf Ttuiary or TurkrtiaM is tuoro p r oper l y nndqi to od by 
that name In Blndostaa 

(eoo) We hare already ob se rred that ht PayTna3ter>GeneTaI b always a 
militaiy man and something Uke a Uajor-General 

(101) He has a SeragUo of fire tboound wotneo, whkfa being dressed by 
reglmenb in goM or sflrcr Ustaw at tneh a paxtictilar day were let loose in a 
park or garden, where be osed to gallop np and down after them mounted opoa 
a sg But be had besides another Seraglio In the style of tlut kept by Trajan ; 
aed thb was of no less fifteen hnodred peraoos, as handsome as coeld be 

found throughcert tbe Empire 



but he was inoffensive, and such an enemy to oppression, that 
the people of the Capital remember him with regret to this 
very day. He was a magnificent friend, and a bountiful patron, 
but a weak Ve/ir, wanting firmness and activity. He lived 
in a style of the utmost grandeur and magnificence, denying 
himself no kind of pleasure, and passing his time in tasting of 
every one of them successively. He died, as we have said, 
a month and some days before his master Mahmed-shah’s 
demise 

This Prince, who was son to Djehan-shah-qhojista-ahter, 
grandson to Bahadyr-shah, and great-grandson to Aoreng-zib- 
Alemghir, wanted neither genius nor abilities , but he was so 
very good-natured, that in that respect he exceeded the measure, 
proper in the character of Kings and Princes Naturally of a 
passive temper, and wanting firmness of mind, he was apt to be 
led by his servants, and he became dependent on his Ministers 
in such a manner, as to become as indolent as themselves, and 
as incapable to recover the Empire from that state of debility in 
which it fell under Feroh-syur. Young and handsome, and fond 
of all kinds of pleasures, he addicted himself to an inactive life, 
which intirely enervated the energy of the Empire. This in- 
activity of , temper became still more conspicuous after Nadyr- 
shah had ruined his Capital, and restored him ins crown The 
fire of his youth and the turbulence of his passions having then 
subsided, his genius subsided likewise , he studied his repose 
above all things, and so as to become averse to business About 
the end of his reign, he seemed to have taken a liking to the 
conversation and company of Fakyrs and religious men ; and 
he condescended so far as to listen to a representation from 
them with the best grace in the world. Being naturally averse 
from blood and violence^ his subjects under his reign enjoyed 
much rest and prosperity. It may be said with truth that, under 
his reign, the Government was still respected, the honour of the 
Empire supported, and the Majesty of the Throne kept alive and 
standing , for, after his demise, every thing went to wreck, and 

r'T 

he may be considered as the seal and.* last of the Emperors of 
the House of Babr. A little time after his demise the words. 
Empire and Emperor, became only empty sounds and mere 
names, that conveyed no distinct meaning. 

S. M VOL. Ill — 36 
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ceremony mArcbed to the CapitaJ with great pomp and magniB 
conce. Being arrived at Sbaleh roar, an Imperial seat In the 
neighbourhood of the Capital be received the applause and 
respects of all the Ministers of Stale and all the Grandees of the 
Empire, who proclaimed him with common voice After this 
ceremony the body of Mahmed shah was brought out of the 
Haram sera or sanctuary and in the middle of a pompous 
cortege was earned npoo the shoulders of all the Grandees, to 
the Monument of Shall nuam eddin where it was buned in a 
mausoleum close to that which the Prince's mother had erected 
for herself in her life hme The new Emperor, on the seventh of 
Djemady made his entry into the Capital mounted upon a raoring 
throne and from thence be went to reside m the citadel Five 
days after It being on a Fnday he repaired to the great Mosque, 
where having heard the Qhootbah pronounced in his name with 
other appreciations usual on such a solemnity he returned to his 
Palace In this same month both Moorteta qhan and Moorid 
qhan departed their lives 

Tb« aotlicK- As to myself I was about this time In great perturbation of 

h^wrpeak mmd having just Ictst Zm-eddm ahmed-qhan ray patron, who 
ofhJtuMlf been murdered by the treachery of Shlmshir qhan an 

afflicting event which I learned at Gaxipoor, and which made 
me retreat to Benares from whence 1 went to BrhGiIy which 
was my forgiven father's, residence That city is the Capital of 
the countries of Bedahn and Shah-djehan poor &c which ron 
stltuted Nizam-el mulk Djagbir, and had been put by Ghaiy 
eddm qhan his son und'^r the command of my father It was 
at his feet I lived sometime when a terrible event happened 
there, from the consequence of which I escaped with difficulty, 
as I shall mention in the subsequent pag^ 

My forgiven father had been as I have said, promoted by 
Abool mausoor-qh-io a influence to the Government of Sektn 
derail when taking ray leave of that General I repaired to Aiim 
abad where I paid my respects to my glorious mother, and visited 
my uncles and m) other relations most of whom were allied 
cither to Ally verdy qhan himself or to hu nephews There also 
I took a spouse in the family, which my mother had appointed 
From thence 1 followed my uncles to the wars and in the engage 
ment^agTin't MQstapha>qhan I rendered such whatever services 
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could be expected from me. But a rupture vsoon took place 
between Aboobmansoor-qhan and iny father, after the latter 
had remained one year in Sckcndcrah , and about the same 
time the countries of Moorad-abad, Sambal, and Berhcily having 
been recovered from the hands of the Rohillahs by Mahmed. 
shah in person, who thought proper to return those lands, and 
Districts to those to whom they had belonged before, either as 
Altumghas or Djaghirs, nn father was a second time ‘^ent to 
command in ihose parts with full powers The City of Berheil}, 
with the circumjacent country was a paternal Djaglur of Nizam- 
el-mulk's , and as in consequence of the pow'cr and uburpa*tions 
of \ah-mahmcd-qhan-Rohillah, those parts had become of small 
revenue, no person caring to expose his purse and honor on 
their product, the whole had been committed to the care of my 
forgiven father, who found much difficullv in quieting his 
Government For although Rohillah himself had been driven 
away, and was gone to Ser-hend, there were thousands and ten 
thousands of Afghans spread all over the country, where they 
had taken so deep root, that thev had become the Zemindars of 
that tract, and had to their own Afghan stubbornness added all 
the perverseness and all the refractor) behaviour inherent to 
the character of a Zemindar. So that, none but my father was 
thought equal to the task of bringing them to order and sub- 
mission Gha/)-eddin-q)ian, therefore, having sent his own 
Steward thither for a while, recalled my father , and after confer- 
ring with him some time, and furnishing him with every necessary, 
and with full powers, he sent him back with instructions. My 
forgiven father, thus supported, raised a good body of troops, 
and marching throughout the country, he soon brought the city 
of Berheily and the seventeen other Districts under order and 
controul For a further security, he thought it a piece of policy 
to admit the principal Afghans amongst his troops , and thus 
Serdar-qhan, of Berheily, and Mangal-qhan, of Telhur, took 
service with him, each at the head of about two thousand men , as 
did another Afghan, of illustrious race, with seventeen hundred 
others This last was called Pir-ahmed, and was a descendant of 
Sheh-abdol-cadyr-Gliilani, the great Saint of the Afghan nation 
But these were not all the turbulent spirits of that country 
There lived then in those parts a man of great character and 
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distiQCtioo, a dascendaDt of Uxcnet olUih-<jhan) one of the two 
brothers who bad so long commanded In Moorad-abad It was 
Cootoob eddra mohammed qban Bahadyr who was nephew to 
Fend-cddlo qhan a nobleman In whose service Aalj raahmed 
qhan, Rohillah bad been fora length of time. He lived in the Castle 
of Ch»«chott, and seemed Indincd to quarrel with my father , 
but he had but a small force and still less money My father 
sent him several mild rebakes on his improper behaviotir bnt 
all to so little purpose that he was at last obliged to think -of 
correction and chastisement Cootoob-eddra s troops seeing 
that he had brought the Governor of the coantry upon himself 
deserted him immediately and there remained to him onl^ twent} 
or thirty anaent fnends and servants who would not leave him 
but chose to shut themselves np with him in the above Castle 
My father heanng of this surrounded it immediate!) and went 
several times roand the walls on his elephant to find out a proper 
place for an assault It most be observed that Cootoob-eddin 
qhao greatly valn^ himself upon his skill in shoollng with a 
musket, and m fadf he was renowned all over the coantry for 
making ase of balls and muskets of twice the sue and length 
of the ordinary ones and be fired vfith so moch precision that 
he never missed bis mark. Several of his followers were equal to 
him In tliat art Now as m> father was going everv day round the 
walls both himself and hU best marks men repeatedly took aim 
and repeatedly fifLd at him without being able to hit any thing 
but the boards of his hemhary or fais cnshiona or his clothes and 
turbant Cootoob-eddJn qhan incensed at bis eternally mlsslnghis 
enem) threw down hli gun swore be would never fire again and 
sent to my father to desire a conference and an accommodation 
This interview with requested with a design to kill my father in 
the middle of the conference the roan being of such a determin 
ed danngnesf that he never stuck at any thing to compass 
his own ends His few followers being as daring as himself 
resolved to stand by him in that trying occasion But as they 
pretended fears and suspicions it was agreed that they should 
come armed and the agreement was guaranteed by Se)d aaly 
qhan ro} fathers fourth brother and by PIr fthmed, the Robillah 
Commiuder On the appointed day they came out of the Castle, 
nnd were received by my ancle In his tent, In expectation of 
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being ‘^cnl for by m} father. But that nobleman uin\ illing to 
meet so hastil} a party of desperadoes, wliom he knew to be 
highly incensed against him, returned for answer, that lie hoped 
they Avoiild repose themsek es the remainder of the da> in his 
brother’s tent, as his guests, and that the next morning he 
\\ould give them the meeting I he man hearing such an answer, 
suspected some treachery, and although he with his tenor 
tW’cKc men was silting amongst a multitude of armed Afghans, 
and close to my uncle and Pir-ahmcd, he expressed his resent- 
ment without minding his situation, and said that they ought, with 
their beards as men, to wear long ban upon their In ads, as 
women, opcnl) reproaching them at the same lime, with their 
faithlessness in bringing him in such a deceitful manner out of the 
Castle M} uncle and Pir-ahmed, without minding his air and 
tone of voice, represented mildly that no breach of faitli would 
happen, and that no harm wcas intended to him , but that the 
Governor being eternally busy, might ha\e particular reasons for 
his putting off the interview’ till to-morrow’, and that mean- 
while tliere was no harm at all in his requesting him to be his 
guest That officer was yet speaking, w'hen several sneakers 
of a cool lemonade w^ere brought in, and a moment after these 
were follow'ed by a number of tables, covered with a variety of 
costly and dainty victuaR, to w’hich w'as added a message from 
my father, requesting his guest to partake of such an entertain- 
ment as his camp afforded, and to take some repose until the 
next morning The man, w’ho had been both hungr)’- and angry 
all this w’hile, finding himself so gently used, dropped his resent- 
ment, and fell a eating so heartily that at the end of his meal he 
bad commenced speaking in a friendly manner After his din- 
ner, some presents were sent him, which he accepted Cootoob- 
eddin-qhan, seeing that no harm could be intended, altered 
his resolution within his heart, and became reconciled to my father 
The next morning, the Derbar being full, the new guest was con- 
ducted to the audience-tent between my uncle and Pir ahmed, <' 
followed by a numerous throng of Afghan officers My father 
on descrying him got up, and having embraced Jiim, made him 
sit with himself upon the same Mesned, and he received his 
friends as they approached one by one, in the manner which his 
guest seemed to wish. Cootoob-eddin overcome by so much 
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kindness and so unexpected a condescfinslon, cocJd not help 
exposing the intention with which he had onginally come out of 
the Caatle and he added that the sudden change wrought in bis 
heart yesterday, together with bis missing perpetually his aim, — 
he who had never lost a bullet — were events which he could 
ascribe to nothing bat to some sacredness Inherent in his person 
and doubtless deri\ed to him from bis S^yd ancestor*. My 
father hcanng this could not help Isughing and he continued 
speaking to the man with ao mneh regard and favour that he 
made a conquest of his heart after which he proposed to him 
to take service in hU troops and to attach himself to his per^n 
as a friend and a companion Cootoob-eddm, after stipulating 
some conditions, accepted the proffer and thus enmity and 
dlflidencc ended in friendship and conGdence 

bo much sudden favour and such marls of distinction 
excited sentiments of envy and discontent m Pir-ahmed a 
pnncipal Commander amongst the Afghans who thought he had 
more right to them himself His mind was so ulcerated that 
e\ery fresh kindness shewn to the new guest seemed to thrust 
thomi and scorpion itiogs In his heart which otherwue was 
disinclined on account of the difference of sect between himself 
and his master, the Utter being a sealous Shyah and the other 
a turbulent SunoL Whereas Cootoob-cddin as well a* his fnend, 
Sheb-raQei-cddin-qhao, (ao officer now living at Lucknow, and 
whp*c feats of valour and generosity we shall have occasion to 
menbon) wertf of a race celebrated for their zealous attach 
ments to the tenet* of the Sbyahs as well as for their illustrious 
achievement* and for their being descended of persons attached 
to the service of the Holy house (195) (upon all whom be grace 1} 
He was himself respected by the countrymen a* their Lord, and 
their master 8 son and it was on that very occount that my father 
had introduced him in all the affairs of administration This 
alienated entire!) Pir^hnied s heart He quitted the service, and 
sought a wenge in exaling troubles and as the Afghans in 
my father's service as well as those all o> er the country were all 

(19s) It appear* tint U>« Shjah^ by the won)* IMjr'ksia* oulentwl tbe 
'Temple 0 i*t cooula* tb« rtmafo* of Hob^Id at KerbeUti e««r Bafdid, whuu* 
Uia xeo o a lhy of MnanlcDea lli« word* Holy hooxe, or tbooe of kooM of God 
atwij j (t, Cuba or wpitfc boos* within the Temple 0/ Mecc* 
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either his tenants, or men accustomed to serve under him, they 
made it a point to join him, and to obey his summonses, and the 
eMl rose to such a height, that my fatlirr was obliged to march 
against him, and to bring him to order Cootoob-eddin, who 
was appointed his General, look the command of the Vanguard 
An engagement ensued, when Pir-ahmcd dividing his ti oops 
in two, opposed his bravest and best marksmen to Cootoob- 
eddin, and with the rest he concealed himself in the ruined 
houses of an abandoned village, and in some fields grown over 
with tall sugar-canes, expecting to have my father at his dis- 
cretion from such an ambuscade The engagement being already 

commenced, Cootoob-eddin, with his bravest men, taking his 
musket, and quitting his horse, rushed through the thickest of 
the enemy, bearing down every thing before him They say, 
that whilst he was taking aim wuth his gun, a trooper of the 
enemy’s sprung at his side, and crying " Cooioob-cddtn-viahined- 
qhaii, have at you^'^ he advanced with his sabre up-lifted 
Cootoob-eddin altering only the direction of his piece, answered, 
have at you you ! self/' laid him sprawling on the ground 

That brave troop of his, animated by such exertions, continued 
to advance through the enemy’s ranks, which at last they broke 
entirely, and forced to an open flight , but by this time he had 
already advanced so far from his mam, as to be within reach of 
that piece of sugar-cane w here Pir-ahmed was wailing for my 
father, and the latter ajiproaching on the opposite side, he wa§ 
set upon with the utmost fury, by a body of horse that rushed 
out suddenly, put to flight most of those that were with him, 
and struck a panic in those that remained In this state of 
things, my father was putting his foot out of the amhary to jump 
down from his elephant, and to fight on foot, when the son of 
Cootoob-eddin, a young man whom he had taken upon an 
elephant, out of regard for his father, interposed, and he observed, 
that so long as himself, his soldier, was alive, with so many 
others, such exertions would be unbecoming a General Mean- ' 
while some of his relations and men, seeing their Commander’s 
danger, quitted their horses, and surrounding his elephant, 
they mixed with the enemy, soon covered the ground with the 
blood of many of them, and put the whole to a stand Pir- 
ahmed was advancing himself, and encouraging his people to 
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pash on but Cootoob ©ddio who now was at band, advanced 
to charge him Pir-ahmed faUgned already by the resistance 
he bad met round my (atber's elephant, from that valiaut troop 
that fought like lions accustomed to tear their enemies, and think 
mg himself unequal to a fresh engagement, gave way, and be re 
treated full of shame and confusion whilst a repbyr of victory 
rising over the held of battle, nnfurled the drooping standards 
of my father s troops and cheered their hearts Pir-abmed 
however was overcome, bnt not ruined and he soon came to 
another engagement, but was sosevercly beaten that bis Afghans, 
humbled and displnted shpt away one by one, and dispersed 
to their homes And thus tranquiHty being re-established my 
father with Cootoob-eddm qhan, hla friend, lived happy in the 
middle of relations acquaintances and soldiers 

It was about this bme, that, inspired by a desire of kissing 
the sacred paternal feet I quitted Aaim-abad a little before 
Sbimsbir qhan’s treason and in the first days of Moharrem 
of the year 1161 I arrived at BerhJtly by the way of Ghailpoor 
and Banares, where 1 was favoured with the blessing of seeing 
the paternal face It was abont the time when the Imperial 
Pnnee Ahmed mirsa had gamed that great victory o\*er the 
Abdalies, which we have sometime ago mentioned It was at 
this very tune that Aaly mahmed-qban Rohillal) who from being 
the Vexlr Camtner-eddm-qban s prisoner had been by bis influ 
cnee set at liberty and moreover promoted to the command of 
Ser hend, thought proper to quit his post after which be soon 
assembled an army of forty thousand Afghans, and marched by 
Soharen poor and Gundj poor acroas the Djumna, directly to 
Moorad-abad and Berb^ily Vvbere he bad once commanded with 
so much power and having possessed himself of that Capital 
where he established his Government and authority, he crossed 
the Ganga to attack my father \a soon as this intelligence 
was spread in the coontry, the Afghans that constituted the 
greatest part of my father s troops being all cither countrymen 
or acquaintances of Aaly mahmed-qhan s or attached to him 
personally were overjoyed to see him again amongst them 
selves and pretendrag that they wore in arrears of pa) by 
some months, they assembled in bodies and probably with no 
good intention surrouaded the house where my father lived 


M U T A Q H E R I N'. 


271 


whithin the Castle of Berheily He had with him only about 
three hundred Hindostanies, from about Shah-djehan-abad, and 
a small number of friends, relations, and servants By this 
time Aaly-mahmed-qhan being arrived within ten cosses of 
Berheily, the situation of the besieged was become critical In 
this conjuncture Cootoob-eddin-qhan took my father aside, and 
addressed him in these words, “ Rohillah is come upon us with 
‘'an army which we cannot pretend to fight, admitting even that 
"he had not been joined by the Afghans of these countries, 
"who have flocked to his standard in as great numbers as if 
"they had been so many locusts or pismires On the other 
" hand, your vet y soldiei s are now besieging you, and thirst- 
" ing aftet your blood I see then no other party left but 
" this — / will go out to meet Aaly-mahmed-qhan- Rohillah, and 
“ examine his sentiments respecting you If he is not ill in- 
“ dined towards you, I shall engage him to let you extricate 
yourself from your actual difficulties, if I discover that he 
" means you any ill, then I shall kill him instantly, and, as 
" / shall be dispatched myself upon the spot, you may then 
" manage as your fortune shall point out ” This proposal 
my father accepted ; and the brave and faithful Cootoob-eddin, 
having sallied out of the fort with a few of his most trusty men, 
went to Aaly-mahmed-qhan’s quarters Being arrived at that 
General’s tent, he left his men at the door of the first enclosure, 
and went in with only two or three of them Meanwhile those 
who w'ere left without, being all extremely attached to him, and at 
all times ready to shed their blood for his sake, could not see him 
going in so w eakly accompanied without being somewhat alarm- 
ed , so that two or three of them w’anling to get in, were stopped 
by the Chopdars and other people at the General’s door Cootoob- 
eddin hearing the noise returned back, and striking one of the 
Chopdars slightly over the head, he asked him why he presumed 
to stop his people This action having increased the tumult, 
some great mischief w'as likely to ensue, when Aaly-mahmed- 
qhan, surprised at the cries and noise, ran bare-footed out of the 
enclosure, and taking that illustrious hero. by the hand, he drew 
him to his breast, embraced him tenderly, and apologised for 
what had come to pass After which he carried him w ithin the 
tent w’here he made him sit in the middle of his own Mesned, 
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himself taking a seal at the corner of it and his behaviour In 
every thing else u as very respectful After Interchanging the 
usnal excuses and some customary compliments, Cootoob-eddin 
addressed him in these nords * You doubtless, have heard that 
I am become an intimate fntnd of the valiant Siyd hed&iet 
' aaly-^han the Lxon in IVars an attachment which he has 

* been pleased to repay with every mark of kindness and love 
You know likewise that kts very soldiers enticed by ike hopes 
of your coming have ungratefully turned their arms against 

* their lord and master and are now thinking of mischief If 
' such IS your intention also dismiss me that I may return 

and lar down my life in my friend's cause and by my seal 
and fidelity prepare for myself a durable monuvient in the 
‘ registers of postenty^marek on with your troops join these 
‘ ungrateful wretches and by falling together upon that hand 
ful of besieged folks acquire the glory of having killed a 
Se) d Else if you be an open hearted soldser and you intend no 
mischief then assist the man with some necessaries for hit voy 
" age to the capital repress the seditions use your influence to 
make them accept as much as the ready money end effects at the 
Castle can afford and let him quit this country with safity 

* to hts person and some honour to his character ’ This speech 
had its full effect RohIHah mtb the most solemn oalhi protest 
ed that he intended no personal injnry and, sending for the 
officers of his household, he dircted them to prepare an ©qni 
page suitable to the Governor s rank and condition after which 
he dismissed his guest with every demonstration of honoor, 
sending him back fully satisfied and contented He only required 
that Cootoob eddin slionld not go to Shah djehan abad wliere 
lie was apprehensive lest the forlorn state of so Illustrious a 
man might engage the Ministers to reinstate him at the head of 
an army in his father s Government My father, the next day 
after this treat) Came ont of the Castle with all his people, and 
took up hifl quarters at Pandj mahla a building at some distance 
without the walls of Berhfill), where he spent some days in 
much altercation about settling the respcctf'C claims of the 
seditions and he was every day in the hope of being soon nble 
to get out of their hands At last by the Divine assistance this 
point was gained and he arrived at the Capital 
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About the middle way, as we had passed Feroh abad, we 
heard at once a multitude of news. That Mahmed-shah had 
departed this life , that his son, Ahmed-mirza, had returned, after 
having gained an important victory , that the Vezir Camer-eddin- 
qhan had been slain , that Mir-mannoo, his son, had been pro- 
moted to the two Viceroyalties, Labor and Mooltan , and lastly, 
that Abool-mansoor-qhan had installed Ahmed-mirza in the Im- 
perial throne at the seat of Shahleh-mar Nevertheless, the death 
of Mahmed-shah had made such an impression in the country, 
that the roads ^\ere s\^ arming with robbers and banditties, that 
did their business by troops , so that it became necessary to 
march with great precaution, and to be continually upon the 
watch My father being arrived at Shah-djehan-abad, waited 
upon Ghazi-eddin-qhan, son to Nezam-el-mulk, in whose Djaghir 
was Berheily and its districts; but finding that he had but little 
inclination to provide for such a loss, he turned his views to- 
wards Abool-mansoor-qhan That General, who heard of his 
intention, sent him Radja Maha-narain, son of his Divan, and 
did him the honour to invite him to his Palace, where he repaired 
with the Radja, and where he paid his respects to that General, 
now Vezir of the Empire an interview of which I availed- my- 
self to make my bow to that Prime Minister, and to exchange a 
few words with him In a few daj^s he was pleased to bestow 
on my father the command over Panipoot, Sonpoot, and the 
thirteen Districts under the immediate management of the 
Qhahssah-office , after which he got him decorated by the Em- 
peror with the grade of five thousand horse, and with the 
insignia of a kettle-drum and a fringed Paleky This appoint- 
ment, being so strictly connected with the Qhahssah-office, at 
the head of w'hich was Issac-qhan, afforded a fair opportunity of 
making a connection with that great Lord himself, by whose 
means he obtained for Cootoob-eddin-mahmed-qhan, his valuable 
friend, the Fodjdanes of Hyssar and Djudjar, and he therefore 
invited over that invaluable pearl of the seas of prowess, 
generosity, and fidelity But that hero, who had his heart full 
against the Afghans and Rohillas, and w'ho held them to be so 
many usurpers that had deprived him of the post of Moorad- 
abad, an office which was hereditary in his family from the time 
of Feroh-syur, and which was thought in every sense equal to a 
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Vicercyalty, declJDcd the appointisent, having then other designs 
in his mind. Moorad-abad, the place of his birth, was what 
he wanted, and all hia thoughts wore bent on driving the Rohil 
labs from thence, and on regaining that hereditary GovemmenL 
This could not be attained in the Vezir Camer^din qhan’s life 
time, who was evidently Aaly mahmed-qban’s protector But now 
circumstances had become more favourable, for Aaly mahmed 
qhan, who had come back with an army in those countries, and 
had conquered Moorad-abad and ail the Distnots that bad once 
been in his poner, ivas sometime since dead of a cancer His 
conquests had been divided and parcelled out by his relations, 
for Instance, by his father in law, Doondy-qhan, by Haiyt 
ahmed and one of his sons, and by several other Chieftains 
who under pretence of securing the estate for bis sons>m law, 
had taken posseision of it for themselves , Inaomucb that when 
the real heirs came to ask their nght, they were only allowed 
some Districts sufiloient for their malotenance but were kept 
out of the estate by a strong gjasp In process of tune the 
usurpers became masters of extensive domimons, and saw them 
selves Lords of armies as well as Sovereigns of a Court 

It was such dissensions that engaged Cootoob>eddin’s atten 
lions. He concluded that this wes the time to fall upon the 
Rohillabs and to drive them from Moorad abad and their other 
recent conquests and he applied to lDtyzam>ed>dOnlah son to 
Camer-eddln qhan for the patent of the Fodjdary of those parts, 
a request which was compiled with the more willingly, as those 
countries had ceased to acknowledge any subordination to the 
Capital Cooloob eddio then having his hands full of thl^ pro- 
ject had some reason to excuse himself from accepting my 
father s proffers, and be remained at the Capital to push bl^ 
point with the Minister The latter ga\e him without drla) 
ihc patents ho requested but went no further and he had the 
stinginess to assist him but feebly tomtrds putting himself In 
equipage, and assembling an array with the necessanes for such 
an expedition But such was the high opinion entertained of 
CoOtoob-eddin s prowess and conduct, that he found private 
purses that assisted him with the sums of money which his 
expedition required The same renown that procured him 
money, procured him an army, still more tbiin the Minister s 
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exhortations Vast numbers of people, accustomed to a canip-life 
flocked in shoal s to his standard, desirous to serve under the Her- 
cules of his age, and soon formed him something like a Court and 
something like an army Notwithstanding these reinforcements, 
he tarried awhile for a body of three hundred men that had been 
his \\ar companions, and whose bravery and attachment he had 
ahva)s experienced , and it was with such a small force, and such 
a handful of bravoes, that he undertook to dispossess a nation of 
fresh conquerors, that could muster more than fifty thousand men 
in the field, and had plenty of money, cannon, rockets, and ammu- 
nition When he saw himself at the head of a force whiph he 
thought sufficient for his purpose, he came out of the city, and 
encamped in the environs, resolved to compass his purpose or 
to perish in the attempt The Afghans having got intelligence 
of this, assembled from all parts, and joined together at Moorad- 
abad But on his drawing near, and even on his setting out 
from the Capital, they sent him several messages, offering to 
come to an accommodation, under condition that he would 
give up all pretensions to Moorad-abad Their proposals were 
to come in for a share of the country, on the same footing with 
themselves, in which case they would be glad to assign him a 
portion suitable to his rank and pretensions, as they were desir- 
ous to see him come and enjoy the products of that country, 
and live happy and quiet as they did themselves But Cootoob- 
eddin was too high-spirited to stoop to such an agreement, and 
resolved to have the whole or nothing He advanced on them 
at the head of his force The Afghans intimidated by so much 
obstinacy, commenced despairing of their cause, although they 
were so far superior to him in numbers, and in every thing 
necessary for war and battle , for they were impressed with 
the highest opinion of the prowess and conduct of that Lion, 
accustomed to tear his enemies Cootoob-eddin, still advancing, 
was soon in sight of his foes, and an engagement took place , 
when that hero alighting from his horse, put himself at the head 
of his three hundred bravoes, and did so much c^xecution, that the 
Afghans were pushed back as far as two or three cosses But he 
was now come into a spot full of broken ground, where their dis- 
persed troops, observing how ill their enemy was accompanied, 
and how' he w'as far from his main, commenced firing under 
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a variety of covers, and HtUe by little they destroyed that fonnida 
ble troop, which was now reduced to twenty or thirty men, 
mostly wounded, but which stuck close to their heroic command 
er This latter had already received several wonndi and now 
being aimed at on all aides like a mark, several bullets were 
lodged In hta breast, and he at last fell after having performed 
in that trying day a number of memorable actions. About one 
hundred of his bravoea fell round his body, mixed their blood 
^7ith his own, and afforded an everlasting topic to the encomiums 
and regrets of both their friends and enemies Ten or twelve 
men of that herolcal troop having survived this scene of blood 
and slaughter, were taken up from the bold of battle, and cured 
of their wounds but it was only to become so many objects of 
envy and jealousy amongst military men who all envied their 
fate O God I vouchsafe to foegiro their sins, and accept them 
in the Day of Judgment amongst the martyrs and the just I 

We have already mentioned that the Imperial Pnnee, 
Ahmed mirza after Ins victory bad come to Sbalelwmar where 
he was sainted Emperor by Mahmod fssaoqban the Minister and 
by Djarid«qhan, the enouch arweil as by all the Grandees of the 
aty, with whom be msde his entry id the Capital and at last In 
the Imperial Palace The new Emperor had offered the Vesir 
ship to Abool mansoor qban, but that General aUbougfa so very 
worthy of that high office, did not choose to meddle with it dunng 
Nixam el malices life, so high an opinion be had conceived of bis 
wisdom and power Letters and messages went to him to Decan 
both from the Emperor and from his Ministers. Nixam-el mulk, 
already on the mng for the regions of eternity, answered by 
excusing himself on bis old age, his inability to make voyages 
and his disinclination from meddling mth the affairs of the 
Capital He even wrote to Abool mtnkoor qhan to exhort him 
to assume that high office and he ended his letter with these 
words } cit art now the most promising of the children of 
these days Take that office upon yourself and exert youf 
self in recovering the affairs of the Empire and bringing them 
to some order This letter had its effect on Abool mansoor 
qhan but such was tho high respect he bore to the very name 
of Nliaro-el mulk that he dcclmcd assuming the office in that 
Vicero/s life lime who, however, lived hot a few days after the 
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above letter So that on hearing that he had set out for the 
other world in the territory of BSrhanpoor, from whence his 
body had been carried to Doulet-abad, in which city it had been 
buned without the fortress in a garden, close to Shah-burhan- 
eddin, he gave his consent, and conscious of adequate abilities, 
he went to the Palace, where he was installed in that high office 
by a Qhylaat of seven pieces, to which were added four plates, 
full of gems and jewels. So soon as he had put it on, he was 
saluted in full Derbar by the titles of “ Principal of the King- 
“ dom, — Centre of all Business, — Hero of the Age, —Trustworthy 
“ of all the Provinces of the Empire, — The Father of Victory, — 
“ The Hercules in Battles, — and the Generalissimo of the Im- 
" penal Forces ” 

But, as we have just been mentioning Nizam-el-mulk^s 
demise, it is proper that we should leave for a wffiile the thread 
of our narrative in order to say something about the characters 
and private life of that famous man, as %vell as of three more 
illustrious personages, who seemed to have concerted together 
their voyage for eternity, after having acted the most important 
parts on the theatre of this world These were Emir-qhan 
Camer-eddin-qlian, and Mahmed-shah After that, we shall, if it 
pleases God, the Author of all favours, revert to our history, and 
1‘ucount such remarkable events as have distinguished Ahmed- 
shah’s reign and Abool-mansoor-qhan’s Ministry 

Urndet-el-mulk-Emir-qhan-Bahadyr, Governor of Ilah-abad, 
was son of another Umdet-el-mulk-Emir-qhan-Bahadyr, Governor 
of CabSl His ancestor in remole times was an illustrious man, 
'an Husseinian-S6yd, of the branch of Naamet-ollah, whose family 
in process of time came to be called the Mir-miranians, from a 
descendant of his, who received that surname (196) This family 

(196) The word Qhan is always the first title of honour conferred upon a man 
It signifies a Prince, or a mighty Lord, and answers to the English word Esquire, a 
word without consequence, doubtless , for the translator himself is a Qhan in 
Hindostany, and an Esquire in English Umdet-el-mulk signifies both the greatest 
of the Kingdom, and a column of the Kingdom There are two branches of Sdyds, 
the one descended from Hassen, and the other from Hossdin, both sons of Aaly, causin 
to Mohammed, and of Fatemah, his daughter Hossein is the idol of Persians, and 
were his father to return into the world, he would be jealous of the figure his son 
cuts , for as to be grandfather, he is nearly out of question, when compared to 
those two Mir-mirani, the Lord of Lords , it signifies in Persia, a Governor 
General, or Supreme 
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15 SO very illustrious, c\en in Iran, that it needs neither encomiunib 
nor wanting One of these Mir miraniaas, grandfather to our 
Emir-qhan, on some misdemeanour or some other subject, quitted 
the Court of Isfahan without taking leave from Sbah-abbass, the 
Hero of Iran, and fled to Hindostan where be was so well re 
celved by the Emperor Djehan ghlr, son to Soltan Acbar, that 
he soon bedarae a favounte with him, H\'ing in his Court in the 
utmost splendour His prospenty houe\er was constantly 
embittered by the thoughts of being parted from two beloved 
sons, whom he had been obliged to lea\e in Iran and he often 
decrared that he would rertve and seem to commence a new life 
as soon as be could behold them once more His sorrow was so 
continual and so affecting that amongst the several articles of 
Inatmction given to Qhan-aaJem whom that Emperor sent in 
Embassy to the Coart of Iran the requesting and obtaining 
those two beloved children was a considerable one The 
ambassador rendered himself so agreeable to Sbah*abbas£, that 
he obtained alt his reqnesta, and these two sons amongst the rest 
On their arrival at the Coort of Hlndostao they were honoured 
with the title of Qhan and promoted to the h ighest olHces Qhahl 
ollah-qhan the eldest, rose tocondderable dignities and from that 
time the family never ceased to move m the highest sphere of 
honours employs and offices Emir qhan’s uncle was Paymaster 
General to Aoreng rib, the Conqueror (197) and a great favourite 
0/ bis. His father died Viceroy of the important Government 
of Cabool and so satisfied was Aoreng-iib with that Governor's 
obilibes and talents for government and for war that so long 
as ho knew him in that important post, he never expressed any 
apprehensions from the enterprising genius of the Monarebs of 
Iran So that being thus left at liberty to pursue his designs in 
Decan he msde il a point to asenbe publicly to him every one 
of hi8 conquests and victories, and he used to express himself 
in that style in the many letters which he wrote to the Governor 
Our Emir-qhan son of that Viceroy arrived by his merits and 
abilities at so much power and influence and he seemed to 
deserve them so well that no one of the Grandees of the Empire 
could be compared to him He seemed a compendium of ever} 
valuable qualiflcailon he waa besides so learned that feu men 


(*P7) Ail«a-fWr 
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could pretend to enter the lists with him His prowess and 
military abilities could be compared to nothing but to the keenness 
of his penetration, and to the clearness of his comprehension, 
which gave him at once, as if by intuition, so comprehensive a 
view' of every affair, either public or private, which was brought 
before him, that the very suitors thought themselves happy to 
be eased of so great a part of their trouble He delighted in the 
company of all sorts of men of merit, whether they were soldiers 
of a determined valour, men of talents, or men venerable by 
their learning. Every species of talents attracted his notice 
eminent singers, eminent dancers, and in general all kinds of 
eminent men, especially in composition and poetry. Whoever 
had been once in his company, could not part with him , and I 
have seen people fall so far in love with his conversation and 
character, that long after his death, no man of eminence ever 
pronounced his name, or reported any thing of him, or made his 
eulogium, without shedding a flood of tears The numbers of men 
of merit introduced by him into the world is not small, and numbers 
there are to-day whom he has raised from penury and distress 
to affluence, dignities, and power — numbers whom he inlisted 
amongst the Lords of the Empire, and the Grandees of the State. 
He composed with great elegance and much facility, both in 
Persian and Hindostanv poetr\, of ten uttering extempore verses , 
but no man ever equalled him in the talent of saying bon mots, 
and in rejoining by a repartee He possessed the art of narration 
in such a high degree, that people charmed with his story, kept 
it hanging at their ears as a fragrant flower, whose perfume 
they wished to enjoy for ever On the other hand, his generosity 
was such that, when he had once allowed a pension to some 
one, high or low, he ne\er recalled it, but continued it to the 
person, although the occasion and necessity should have ceased 
long ago Ingeniously delicate, everything about his person 
or in his Palace, received from his directions such an elegance 
of form, that from that moment it was taken up as a pattern by 
all men of taste, and thenceforward became the fashion at Court, 
and the standard of elegance both for apparel and furniture (198) 

(198) There is a whole book of the remarkable sayings of Emir-qhan, and we 

have already mentioned two of these There is another which shews the readiness 

( 

of his wit Mehreban-qhan, a Lord, whose disgrace he had procured, being in 
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Truth will not permit as to say much of Camer-eddin-qhan, 
notwithstanding ho was Prime Minister of State, and bore the 
titles of " The Trust worthy of the Empire, and the VI ctorlouj m 
“ War ” He was son of Mahmcd-amln qhan, who had cut so 
great a figure in the beginning of Mahmed shah’s reign, and 
drew Ills pedigree from Qhadja Ebrar Mahmed-amin early quit 
ted Tooran (199), hfs native country and came into Hmdostan 
in Aoreng rib the Conquerors time, where be rose by degrees 
to the military grade of five thousand horse In process of time 
be rose to the grade of seven thousand and this happened in 
Feroh syOr s reign chiefly through the countenance he received 
from the famous Abdollah qban which however, did not pre\ent 
him from joining In the conspiracy for murdenng Hnssifin-aaly 
qhan, brother to his benefactor He was promoted to the Verir 
ship in the beginning of Mahmed shah’s reign, but enjoyed that 
office bot a few months, having been scired by tl e claws of 
Death that nnivcraal Tyrant who mows down indlscnminately the 
Minister with the beggar Camer eddin-qhan, bis son enjoyed 
m hib fathers life time the office of third Paymaster Gener 
al (200), and of Supenntendeot of the bathing place or private 
appartments and he ivas promoted to the Vrrirsbip after Nuam 
el mnlk s departure for Decan, In which high office he exhibited 
no great talents for government being slothful, inattentive, 
indolent, and etemaily immersed in alt kinds of pleasures (201) 

Mahmed-shsh scoinpioj complained bUtefb ^ unuSn/la wfakh the cart men bad 
beateo hb people. I koow not hov It happena, added be, but i]! tboee wbcoe oamea 
or calUnss eod by a pr<TTe all Utblexa all nsfratefai all imniip and qoarret' 
aomti GffrUaOf Cart man, Camel*drlTCT CMaifian, ToJl'^nas &c^&c. 

Tni*, i/> lard i/aArr>^ lotemptcd Bmlr-qban whose cait^Dca had beaded 
the tSrtj I what jroa aay la ootbii^ but troe I hara experienced h thb loajwbUe 
and I am flad that joa art become etcafbk of it at Iiat, 

(199) What thaj can Crawl aad SISrrfa In Earope, U called r»#ra« 

all orer Asia ^ bet Smstff or TurknioM Is more properly nndoratood by 

that name in Hlodoatao 

(300) Wo bare already ebaerred that ha Paymastar General ii alwaya a 
military rnan, and tocnethlog Uke ■ Uajor Geoeral. 

(toil He hti « StitjOo ol 6to Ihotatiid wotneo, wiici Wog ileBteJ br 
re^Unente In gold or inter Uiteni at each « pirtlcoUr di/ were let loore la a 
plrk or prdetH wiere to rued to geHop op lod doito oftor liein inooDt«l opoo 

• oag BotbebadbaridetaDolberSoragllo lolhaHjloottbat kept lij Trajao 

aod lib. wai o( DO lota thao (Mtaeo hoodrad peraooj, aj baodjonia aa coold be 
feru d Ihrogghotrt the Empire 
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but he was inoffensive, and such an enemy to oppression, that 
the people of the Capital remember him with regret to this 
very day. He was a magnificent friend, and a bountiful patron, 
but a weak Vezir, wanting firmness and activity. He lived 
in a style of the utmost grandeur and magnificence, denying 
himself no kind of pleasure, and passing his time in tasting of 
every one of them successively. He died, as we have said, 
a month and some days before his master Mahmed-shah's 
demise 

This Prince, who was son to Djehan-shah-qhojista-ahter, 
grandson to Bahadyr-shah, and great-grandson to Aoreng-zib- 
Alemghir, wanted neither genius nor abilities , but he was so 
very' good-natured, that in that respect he exceeded the measure, 
proper in the character of Kings and Princes Naturally of a 
passive temper, and wanting firmness of mind, he was apt to be 
led by his servants, and he became dependent on his Ministers 
in such a manner, as to become as indolent as themselves, and 
as incapable to recover the Empire from that state of debility in 
which it fell under Feroh-syur. Young and handsome, and fond 
of all kinds of pleasures, he addicted himself to an inactive life, 
which intirely enervated the energy of the Empire. This in- 
activity of temper became still more conspicuous after Nadyr- 
shah had ruined his Capital, and restored him his crown. The 
fire of his youth and the turbulence of his passions having then 
subsided, his genius subsided likewise , he studied his repose 
above all things, and so as to become averse to business About 
the end of his reign, he seemed to have taken a liking to the 
conversation and company of Fakyrs and religious men ; and 
he condescended so far as to listen to a representation from 
them with the best grace in the world. Being naturally averse 
from blood and violence^ his subjects under his reign enjoyed 
much rest and prosperity. It may be said with truth that, under 
his reign, the Government was still respected, the honour of the 
Empire supported, and the Majesty of the Throne kept alive and 
standing , for, after his demise, every thing went to wreck, and 
he may be considered as the seal and -last of the Emperors of 
the House of Babr. A little time after his demise the words. 
Empire and Emperor, became only empty sounds and mere 
names, that conveyed no distinct meaning. 

S M VOL III — 36 
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The principal of riiose that contnbnted to all that decay, 
lyas Nuam el mulk, who n'aa styled the wise Mini8tcr(303) He 
was son to Ghazi eddfn-qban Babadyr, and graodson to Abed 
qhan HU own name was Camer-eddin, and ho descended 
from Sheh sheab-eddlo, Hjs maternal grandfather, Saad-ollab 
qhan, was supreme Vexlr to the Emperor Shah djehan, bat hU 
paternal grandfather, Abed-qhan, was one of the most venerable 
Magistratea of Samarcand(203), from whence be came into 
Hindostan in that Emperors life time, and was taken into the 
Service of the Imperial Prince Aoreng sib, who on bis moontlDg 
the throne, raised him to the grade of five thousand horse, 
aniTtwIce promoted him to the oSce of Sadr-el soodoor(204) 
Being at the siege of Gol<conda(ao5) with that Prince he was 
struck by a musket ball and fell at once both from the palfrey 
of fortune, and the horse of existence His son, Shcbab^ddin, 
came to be one of the Lords and Grandees of Aoreng ztb's 
Court, and rose by degrees to the grade of seven tboosand 
horse, and to the title of 'Victonous in War ” serving as a 
principal General In his armies At the taldng of Bldjspoor 
he vi-as decorated with other titles of honor After hU masters 
demise, we find him Governor of GSdjrat under BahsdjT shah 
He died In the ) ear 1132 and left a son called Camer eddin 
qhan alias Nizam-el mulk, who in Aoreng zibs reign was 
honoured with the suroame of TTie Sabre-draning Lortl(ao6) 
and the grade of five thousand horse At the end of that 
Prince’s reign, he was Governor of Bldjspoor (207) In the 
beginning of Bahadyr shah's reign, he was Governor of A8d, 
with the title of “ Lord of the Age(ao8) " A little after we find 
him disgusted at the absolute aothonty assumed by the Vezir 

^*03) A«!-d>h, 1» ttmt dis to AjeT* lUwl, wtlet Aj«f wm SoWawo • Vcitr 
(303) ti* UsisODds of Qiut •CttitfoiF t* DOW a fiut city of 

Eosboffa Tsrtijy 

(204) SMdt-$}-»ooioor Bltbop oi BUhop$, or frsct Almontr 
(305) GoJ-coods ma ooc* tbo Geotoo nim* of oow HaldtnboiL 

tt Ij ftdl tbe Dtma of t rtry Urf® Portrtw *t four cosao ft«B tbeoce 
dfun£ U tnciltted hi BoflUtl, Viet^inu tu W*r 

(ao 6 ) Cbh>JwIydj-qh«i *ro thotsxt of U>« word* 
art Tortitb tbo origbal UQr»f« of all that fuolly 

(»7) Bldjt-pocr U tb« lamt at (be VUapoor or more projwriy of Ibt VUJa* 
poor of our ebarta. 

(806) QbaoHleSraA. 
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Asscd-qhan, or his son, the Generalissimo Zulficar-qhan, and 
resigning both his Government and title, to lake up the garb of 
a Fakyr, and to lead a retired life. At the beginning of the reign 
of Muez-eddin-djehandar-sliah, he was requested to re-assume 
his grade and title, and to appear again at Court. On the first 
year of Feroh-syur’s reign, he was decorated with llie titles of 
“Composer of the Kingdom (209),” and “ Victorious in Wars,^’ 
promoted to the grade of five thousand horse, and appointed 
to the Viceroyalty of Decan But some time after, that important 
office having been bestowed on Hussein-aaly-qhan, the famous 
brother of Abdollah-qhan, Nizam-el-mulk returned to Court, where, 
as an atonement for that recall, he received the great Fodjdary 
of Moorad-abad, which was equal to a Viceroyalty. Under 
the young Emperor, Refy-el-derjat, he was, by Abdollah-qhan's 
recommendation, promoted to the Government of Malva But 
that did not prc\ent his falling out with him, as well as with 
the Vicero), his brother; for in the beginning of Mahmed-shah’s 
reign, he gave them the slip, and went into Decan, where he 
at once possessed himself of some of the provinces that go 
by that name, and in process of time, of all the six and-a- 
half Governments that compose that part of the Empire. On 
Mahmed-amin-qhan’s demise, he was promoted to the office of 
Vezir, which he held but a short time Being dissatisfied with 
the Grandees of the Court, and likewise wuth the Emperor him- 
self, whose sentiments seemed altered, he quitted the Court, 
and retired to his Government of Decan, with which he lived 
satisfied Still he was recalled to Court, and on Qhan-do8ran’s 
death, was decorated with the title of “Lord of Lords (210),“ 
then vacant. But hearing at the same time that his second son, 
Nassyr-djung, whom he had appointed Deputy in Decan, had 
become rebellious, he resigned his office of “ Lord of Lords," 
in behalf of his eldest son, Ghazi-eddin-qhan, and returned again 
to Dec'an, as we have already mentioned in the First Volume, 
and likewise in this Volume Nor is that Decan to be thought 
of slightly It contains the aggregate dominions of several 
ancient Kings, and it is in such an extensive tract that he 
governed with an absolute authority for the space of seven and 


(209) Nizam-el-mulk-Nassyr-djung' 
(2io> Emir-ul-umen^. 
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thirty years His character was so highly respected amongst 
all the Lords and Grandees of Mahmed shah’s Court, although 
some of them were of equal dignity, that they never wrote or 
spoke to him but as to their superior, and never deflieaned 
themselves in his presence but with deference and submission 
Covetousness and ambition seemed to be the basis of his 
character but If we can pass over that, we shall 6nd him en 
dowed with a number of excellent qualities He was a man of 
eminent merit, who filled a very exalted station that equalled 
hhn to the greatest Kings, with all the talents and all the sublime 
qualifications which his situation required His Palace was at 
all times open to the poor, the needy, and the aged, os well as 
to the learned and the deserving In one word to all that had 
any suit to prefer To all these he ever paid a strict attention, 
being careful to relieve their wants His character for distinguish 
Ing merit, and for rewarding it to its full extent, was so 
nnlversally spread, that men of parts, and also people of all 
sorts, Hocked to hts Court from all the neighbouring countries, 
from Arabia, and from Mavera>al nahr (an) from Qborasan, 
from Harac, and from R8m and all w&re sure to advance their 
fortunes m his service Fond of pubhc works, he finished the 
walls of the aty of Boorhanpoor, which be had commenced in 
the year 1141, and be rc-peopIed the city of Fendapoor which 
he fonnd ruraed and to which he gave the name of NUam 
abad, building in it Mosques and Caravanseras as well as a 
Palace and a bridge. He likewise rabed walls round the city 
of Haider abad and built a snpHJrb Mosque at Aoreng-abad 
The canal that runs through the middle of that city b a work of 
hb. Afford repose O Lord of mercy and forgiveness, to such 
servants of Yours I He was a man of great equality of temper, 
and a learned one, food of ultenng extempore verses and there 
IS a Poem and a volnrae of Poetry of bus actually extant He 
departed hb life thirty seven days after Mahmed*shah s demise 
and It was the fourth of the second Djemady in the year 1161 
of the Hcdjrah Mir ghSIam-aaly, the Poet of Belgram has 
comprehended in she words the chronogram of those three 

(211) M*Ttr*.tl-n*hr 1 j Arabic, and ilrnlEes th# cooutrr on tKe other rid* the 
water the Tranwoiana of the andeirta. Ohort»Q fa cri the *tx gnfi dlirfajona 
cf Iran and Perria, as fa Harac cr HIrcaali, aaolber dWrioB Roora fa the Rcmio 
coe ntr y or the Tnrkfah Emidr* 
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illustrious men deceased at the same time It is m an enig- 
matic style 

" Past are they all three, whilst I am sobbing and saying, ah ' for one 

“ Gone are the King, the Vezir, and Assef-djah ” 

But he has spoken in a more open manner in the following 
verses 

“ Fallen are, ah ! the three columns of this Empire, 

Disappeared are they from this world, as three precious pearls from an un- 
*' lucky hand 

" I have comprehended these three invaluable losses in this single verse 

" Gone IS the King, the Vezir, and the Asset of this age ” 

After complimenting our readers with that digression on 
those eminent personages, we shall return now to the thread of 
our history The Emperor and his Vezir being now satisfied as 
to Nizam-el-mulk’s intentions, the dignity of Lord of Lords, 
Avith the office of first Paymaster, was bestowed on Saadat-qhan, 
son to another Saadat-qhan, who lived under Feroh-syur, and 
in the fourteenth of Redjeb of the same year, the Vezir Ab 81 - 
mansSr-qhan went to Court, where he was received' with the 
utmost distinction, and complimented with a sabre and a poniard 
of jewel-w'ork, with a variety of other jewels, and with a 
Qhylaat of seven pieces He w'as at the same time installed 
AVith a rich belt in the Government of Acbar-abad-agrah The 
command of the Ahedian Guards was at the same time bestowed 
on Ahmed-aaly-qhan, son to his sister, and as Issac-qhan’s 
sister had of late been married to Shudjah-ed-dowlah, son to 
the Vezir, this alliance raised that popular nobleman's power to 
the utmost pitch , and he soon succeeded his father, the late 
Issac-qhan, in the Divanship of the Qhalissah. But a man who 
suddenly came to cut a great figure at Court, was Djavid-qhan. 
This eunuch, who had from a long time intimate connections 
with Oodem-bdy (212), mother to the reigning Emperor, became 
so great a favourite with that Prince also, that he fancied himself 
a Minister of State, and indeed soon came to act as such, through 
the insinuations of that Princess, on the mind of the weak Prince, 
her son As he was an ancient slave of the Imperial household, 

(312) The words Bay, Poori, Coar, &a, added- to a woman’s name, always 
attest her to be or to have been a dance-woman, that is, not a prostitute, but a 
Courtezan , a sort of women admitted in all companies in Hindostan, and treated 
with demonstrations of regard and honour 
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in high favour with the late Emperor, and m consequence of his 
connections with the Empresses mother, possessed a perfect 
knowledge of everything wltfam both the sanctuary and the 
paiace, he was thought the 6ttest person for the office of Naiyr, 
an important charge that gives an absolute contronl within the 
Seragho, and was vacant smee RSz-afioon-qban’s decease In 
this manner he oame to be master of the Emperor’s pnvate 
hours That Pnnee, who in conformity to his maternal origin 
\\as in fact full of IcMty, and earned a head without brains, soon 
came to follow the example set him by that roan He fell into a 
coursi of crapulence and debauch and be abandoned the helm 
entirely to him So that the latter who was now decorated with 
the title of Navab Bahadyr or the vahont Deputy commenced 
meddling in every matter of Slate and at lost came to have 
his opinion abided by, as a matter of necessary form Such an 
authority in an eunuch was more than the high spint of AbSl 
maosSr qhan could bear, and as the other made no secret of 
his influence, every day famished new matter of discontent and 
incessantly afforded fresh fael to that Are which in a UUle 
time blazed out in a flame About this time the office of second 
Paymaster with the Fodjfdary of Moorad-abad was bestowed 
on Intyzam ed-dSwlab, one of Camer'eddln-^han’s sons, and a 
few days after a Qhylaat of mourning was given to Ghazy 
eddin qhan on the demise of bis father Nizam el mnlk it was 
Djavfd qhan who put an end to hft monrofng and brought him to 
Court On the seventeentb of Redjcb the charge of Coniptrol 
ler of the Qbalissah-officc, together with a military augmenta 
tioo of a thousand horse to his grade, was bestowed on Asker 
aaly-qhan and a few days after the Government of the Province 
of Adjmir was presented to the Vexir About this time, bring 
in Sbaaban Haddy^aaly qhan, that lilustnons proselyte of a new 
sect, departed this hfc, and was entombed near Shah nomSd, 
bis Directors raonnment Tcrbiyet-qban Iikeifisc died in this 
month nor did this ypar produce any more importnnt events 
But now the scene will become more interesting 

We have already mentioned that Aaly mabmed-qban Robil 
loh had returned with an army to the country of M8rad-abad, &c , 
and after having taken possession of it, had expelled my father, 
the Imperial Governor soon after which he died of a cancer that 



MUTAQHERIN 


287 


had spread all over his back This event was seized upon by 
the Vezir Ab 81 -mans 8 r-qhan, who had been taking this long- 
while much umbrage at the establishment which those warlike 
people had made on the frontiers of his Government of A8d. He 
had already engaged Mahmed-shah on an expedition intended to 
extirpate them, but which did not produce its full effect, his plan 
having been counteracted by Camer-eddm-qhan’s management 
and double-dealing. An opportunity offered now to resume his 
scheme. He was himself become Vezir, and Director of all the 
affairs of the Empire. Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah had just 
crossed over to the valley of Nothingness, and divisions* had 
arisen in the family of that new founder. With this view he 
engaged Caim-qhan, son to Mahmed-qhan-Bangash, to recover 
that whole country from the hands of Rohillah’s family, sensible 
that the defeat and ruin of either party would prove of so much 
gam to himself. Caim-qhan, who had already cast a wishful 
eye on the private and publio estate of Rohillah’s family, besieged 
his children in the castle of Budaon, and straitened them so 
far as to prevent their having any communication with any one 
without. These were Saad-ollah-qhan, eldest son of Rohillah, 
a young Prince, who had marned Hafiz-rahmet’s daughter, 
and being reputed his father’s representive, actually sat on 
his Mesned , but the other was Dondi-qhan’s son-in-law, and 
both these Chieftains having taken possession of the country 
in right of their sons-in-law, bad in fact kept it for themselves, 
although the civil government was still in the hands of Saad- 
ollah-qhan. The latter, who was shut up with his whole family, 
and that of his father, finding himself reduced to the last 
extremity, and straitened by an enemy that would not relent, 
at once took his party He came out of the Castle, and having 
assembled some troops, he resolved to risk everything in 
defence of his life and fortune This happened in the tenth of 
Zilhidj, in the year 1161 Dividing, therefore, his troops into 
two parts, he concealed one in the bed of a river which had 
become dry, and advanced with the other against Caim-qhan 
The battle having already commenced and become very warm, 
Saad-ollah-qhan, unable to bear the attack of the whole Afghan 
nation, which fought under Caim-qhan’s orders, was obliged to 
retreat, and at last he fled full speed , but still he turned about 
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now and then, and charged his puranera, till at last he came to 
the ambuscade C&im qhan, in the full hope of victory, was 
pursuing with ardour, followed by almost all the Commauders of 
hiB army, when at once some thousands of Saad-ollah-qhan’s 
people who were concealed in the dry bed, got up, and let fly 
such a shower of balls and rockets that C&im-qhan himself, with 
all hiB Commanders, were killed on the spot together with a vast 
number of his 8oIdier«« thus leaWng a complete victory to Saad 
ollah qhan 

WTiilst the Afghans were involved in civil wars the Court 
seerried busy in promotions and rejoicings The N68 r8i was 
celebrated on a Friday the second of the second Reby and a 
few days after Mina muhseo, elder brother to the Veiir Ab 81 
mansSr-qhan, departed this life Abont the end of the same 
year, Aaly-amjed qhan was honoured with a fringed Palelcy 
but two months after as he was at his day break devotions and 
reciting prayers upon Ats c/ay of mercy and health (213), 
he suddenly fell down and expired This appearance of tran 
qullity at the Capital soon gave way to troubles of a most alarm 
ing nature 

We may remember that Mir mannoo the late VenFs eldest 
son had been appointed to the double Government of Labor 
and Mooltan by Mahmed shah himself To support so great a 
burthen he had taken Began-qban as his Deputy and had allow 
ed him an absolute authority The new Viceroy had just taken 
possession of that important post, and had found no time yet 
to prepare either an army, or to take any measures when at once 

(S13) The Perstui ud all tli« Sbljas, who paj an idolalroiu vonUp to artfy 
tliiog tbat relatei to Hon^o, oerer mab bm ctf aaj other beads btit those made 
o( tbe daj of KerbaUb» where be b Interred, This dsj b d/ed of a jeliov g r een , 
and baked { thej nppoee it to be alwaje of tbe toU taken from that Moeqne. Was 
thb the case In fact, the Mosqoe would have tnmbled down long ago. Those beads 
are made of the soO of the tanitorj of Kerbelah where ei ei y thing Is stiff day 
Great mirades are ascribed to the holy day and no Shya will pray noless be has 
before him a piece of that day twice bigger and thicker than an EngQsb Crown, oa 
which bo aerer faUs to lay hb forehead in orery one of the nomeroos protestition 
which characterbe the Mahometan pr ay er a . A little of that clay Is Ilkewbe pot In 
a dead man's hands tod he b boried with It. It Is glrcs to the sick, and vast 
namben of them dally rtcorer and as It b likewise greatly bstmmental In pro- 
curing tbe remission of dni, It b held by them ass mlracoloos Panacaa. Hetsce 
the reason of that day's being called the day of henJtb as wtD as mercy 
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news came that Ahmed-shah, the Abdaly, was again march- 
ing to Labor. Unprepared as Mir-mannoo must have been, he 
was obliged to present himself against that Monarch , but as 
neither party had sufficiently prepared themselves for a decisive 
engagement, the Viceroy thought it better to shake the chain of 
friendship and accommodation, in the Abdaly’s ears, and to 
smother a fire that had not yet broke out in a flame The 
Abdaly who was no better prepared, was glad to hear that the 
affair took such a turn, and he agreed to retire, on the Viceroy’s 
promising to him the revenue of four Districts that had always 
been appointed to defray the pay of the garrison of Cab31, a 
condition which Nadyr-shah had likewise stipulated These were 
Syal-cot, Areng-abad, GSdjrat, and Pursurvur , and this condi- 
tion being accepted, he retired to his own dominions, and left 
the Vezir at liberty to follow his scheme against the Rohillas 
This Minister no sooner heard of the state of affairs at 
Moorad-abad, than sensible that he had benefited in every sense 
by the defeat of one of the two parties, he resolved to avail him- 
self of it so far as to recover those countries from the hands of 
the survivors With this view he came out of the city with the 
Emperor, on the first day of Zilhidj, and took up his residence 
in tents In a few days he arrived at Kevol, where leaving the 
Emperor behind, he advanced himself to the river Gundj, which 
IS only at twenty cosses from Feroh-abad This approach in- 
timidated Caim-qhan’s mother, consort to Mahmed-ql ^n-Rohilla, 
who finding herself shut up in the place without any resource, 
submitted to necessity, and paid m money and effects a contribu- 
tion to the amount of sixty lacs After this the Vezir called 
Saad-ollah-qhan to an account for the elephants, horses, equipage, 
and artillery, which had belonged to the vanquished, and also 
for the Nazurana due to the Imperial Treasury, and got from him 
a large sum, but which did not become public On hearing of 
this success, the Emperor returned to his Palace, and a few days*^^ 
after he celebrated the No8-r8z, which fell on the 12th of th e 
second Reby of the same year Meanwhile the Vezir, who had 
tamed some time about Feroh-abad, was^busy in receiving the 
promised sums, and m taking possession of the country of the 
Bangash Afghans , but he thought proper to leave untouched 
the city of Feroh-abad, and the tw'elve Districts round the same, 
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which bad bccD BaogasVs Altooighab or irrevocable 6ef ever 
since Feroh syer^s reign He left the whole for the subsistence 
of Ciira qhan s mother and family Having In thU manner 
recovered m a little time the stipulated sums and effects, he sent 
for Nevol rdy, the Depoty he had leit at A8d, and put under bis 
care and absolate authority the whole of the conquests he had 
lately made after which he returned to the Capital 

This Newl rky who was originally a Cflet by tribe, and 
of the lowest officers of Ab8l mansoor-qban's household, had 
rendered his master so many services, and he bad become so very 
agreeable to him that he was promoted to lUgh offices, made his 
Deputy throughout the whole Government, and rose to so much 
favour, os to be equalled by no one man In the service. This 
Deputy took up his residence in the dty of Cannodje (214), the 
private appanage of his master^s, and only at twenty cosses from 
Feroh abad , from whence he spread his officers and collectors 
all over the country He also seised most of the brothers of 
CSlm qhan I mean such as were from other mothers, together 
with some trusty slaves of the family and sent them all pnsonen 
to tbe csstle of Ilab abad at the same time bis violences and 
extortions rose to such an excess, that they became tbe real cause 
of the troubles and mighty events that followed. C&jm-.qhan*8 
mother sent word of all this to Ahmed-qhan, her half brother, an 
officer of conseqnedce in the Vcxir’s service, and she informed 
him that " Ms honour of the Afghan nation was gone as well as 
"that of hts father*s but that if there renamed any sense of 
pnde m him, now was the time to product it and to approve 
"himself a true Afghan ' She likewise sent messages, full of 
taunts and reproaches to all tbe Afghan Chiefs of the neighbour 
hood The Afghans roused by these messages assembled in 
troops and swore every one to each other that they would not 
part society, until they had destroyed both Nevol rdy and his 

(914) Csanodjc, oa tko Gugt*, bs* boea tbe of India fifteta haodred 

yean axo, >9 It hu baea UkevUe for tboastad o£ jtars before tbat period. It was 
fajToaDded bj kiCtj walls o( twenty 1 mxo«s Ib drcalt, which lo a country so rtiy 
continent u India, contalood no Uu than Ajtj thoosand prostlhrtci, paying a tax 
and as many shops for Paan or Beatls. U that ba so, It mot hart beta as big as 
PalhJ has bean under M.hmad «hah« and mast hare contained as wdl as this two 
JflUons of seals. This haamao tity althoagh partly InhaHted, h aow In rofajs, 
as b Delhi hself where grssi grows abcadantly In the atrefts. 
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po^^er, and recovered their own country. Nevol-rdy, informed of 
this general revolt, applied to the Ve^ir for assistance, and 
meanwhile he came out of Caniiodjc with the troops he had 
under his command, and he entrenched himself in expectation of 
the succours ^\hlc^l had been already dispatched. The Vezir 
having taken his lca\ e of the Emperor, came out of the city, 
and encamped at the ford of Anbely, on the banks of the 
Djumnah, where he took up his residence in a seat until lie had 
assembled all his troops In a few days he dispatched Nassyr- 
eddin-haider-qhan, his brother-in-law', together wdth Mahmed- 
aal}-qhan, a Commander of character, to Nevol rdy’s assistance, 
and two days after, he dispatched hkew'ise Ismdil-beg-qhan, 
called the slave-boy, a \ery trusty Commander of his, on the same 
errand This was follow'ed by Radja Debe-Dutt, Fodjdar of 
Kevol But before these succours could come up, Ahmed- 
qhan had already appeared with a large body of Afghans before 
Ne\ol-rdy’s intrenchment, and that officer who had already 
quitted the Vezir’s service, and w’anted to put the Deputy off his 
guard, had undertaken to amuse him with a %ariety of messages 
about an accommodation The negotiation was kept on foot, 
until the tenth of Ramazan, when there appeared at once a 
great body of Afghan horse in the front of Nevol-rdy’s in- 
trencliment, where w^as all his artillery , and wdiilst his attention 
W'as taken up wdth these, a large body of infantry turned his 
camp, and falling on his rear, penetrated through his intrench- 
ment, and marched straight to his quarters, where they cut him 
down. This execution w-as done so rapidly that Ata-ollah-qhan, 
one of the best officers of the camp, (whom we have mentioned 
in Aaly-verd}-qhan’s history, as a nobleman, who had married 
Rabiah-begum, and of course was son-in-law to Hadji-ahmed,) 
found ]ust time to fly to Nevol-rdy‘s assistance With his troops, 
and to lay down his head at his feet He was slain together with 
a number of brave soldiers and gentlemen, who distinguished 
themselves on that occasion, and set out in company for the 
kingdoms of Eternity They were mostly of the environs of 
A8d and Lucknow, and especially of Belgram, a town m the 
neighbourhood of the latter city, and famous for the hereditary 
bravery of its inhabitants The artillery, as well as every thing 
in camp, fell a prey to the Afghans This intelligence being 
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carried to the Verir, seemed to affect him much more sensibly 
than the troubles that were rising in Decan, a part of the Em 
pirc which seemed now quite Independent 

Nassyr djang second son and successor of Nliam el mnlk, 
having been sent for this ye^r by the Emperor, had advanced 
to the banks of the Nerbedda with about seventy or eighty 
thousand horse, all old troops But as the Emperor did not like 
his coming so well accompanied, he wrote him a letter Trith his 
own hand to inform him that he had altered his mind, and given 
bim^lfberty to return an order which the other compiled with 
the more readily as he had just been Informed that his own 
sister's son, Hedafet muhi eddin-qhan, sumamed Muiafer djung 
pretended to Independence in Decan He therefore returned 
and soon arrived at his Capital, where he gave nse to some 
events which we reaerve for the subsequent sheets, our intention 
being now to go on with the Vealr’s expedition 

The defeat of Ncvol rdy having made a deep Imprsssion on 
that Minister s mind at the very time be was himself marching to 
his assistance, be on the month of Shaabao of the year 1163, 
returned to the Capital and took a fresh leave of the Emperor on 
which occasion Issac-qban, and Mir haca, son to the late Gamer 
eddIn-qhan, were ordered to attend him with the Imperial troop'i 
As the Veilr was setting out, he was complimented by the Em 
peror with a sabre, a buckler and a coat of mall together with a 
variety of other cunoos things the Emperor being desirous of 
shewing him \ery kind of regard and of raising his character 
m the opinion of raaukind Issac-qban received a fateh pitch 
and a sabre but Mir-baca a fateh pitch only and both were 
ordered to obey the Vezir'* orders The latter setting out at the 
head of bis troops marched twenty cosses in three or four days 
at which time he received further news about Nevol rfiy and the 
country under his command He ivas then at Barr a large town 
inhabited only by S^yds- There he assembled his troops and 
be also sent for my father, a nobleman, of whom be bad made a 
friend, and whom he had appointed to the command of Pam p8t 
and Son pool Having spent about a month In the several scats 
round Barr he found himself at the head of sevont) thousand 
horse but before his departure there happened a strange event 
pf which the by stanHers drew a bad omen for his expedition 
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On the eighteenth of Ramazan, a camel-driver belonging 
to a Moghul, chanced to cut do\\n a tree which grew at the door 
of one Enaiet-qhan, a man in the Vezir’s service The latter 
trusting to his master’s high power, seized the driver and chas- 
tised him as he deserved On this the other camel-drivers 
assembled in a body, and uent to complain to the Moghul, who' 
was a Commander of a body of horse in the army. The Moghul 
sent his people to fetch Enaiet-qhan On .which a multitude of 
horse and foot ran to Enaict-qhan’s house, and some one who 
knew nothing of the quarrel, having chanced to say, on looking 
at those armed men, that an order had come for sacking the 
town, this word seemed to be taken up as a signal for a general 
plunder All the Moghul officers of the camp with their country- 
men, got up in an instant, it being in the afternoon, and fell 
like so many incarnated devils on the inhabitants of that unfor- 
tunate town, which they ruined in a little time They also kill- 
ed Enaiet-qhan and his son, a youth of eighteen On the first 
report of the tumult, the Vezir had dispatched Haider-qhan with 
a number of Nissiqhchies to put a stop to the disorder, and to 
drive away the plunderers. But until this officer could arrive, 
and until the Nissiqhchies could make an impression upon them, 
all was over Vast numbers of people were slam , and the con- 
sorts and children of so many S6yds, and of so many people of 
the better sort, .who inhabited that town, were carried in captiv- 
ity, and experienced every usage which an unbridled soldiery 
could inflict Women, children, furniture, everything was made 
plunder of Haider-qhan, after having exerted himself the whole 
night, was so lucky about the dawn of the day, as to assemble 
a number of captives, which he drew one by one from the tents 
of those accursed Moghuls, and he lodged them together in a set 
of tents which the Vezir had ordered to be pitched on purpose 
for them This Minister himself had passed that whole night 
without going to bed He was often observed to shed a flood'of 
tears ; nor could he be prevailed to eat anything the whole next 
day, which he spent in inquiring after so many matrons that 
had never set a foot out of a house, and were now m the hands 
of his soldiers These he sent to their homes Children of all 
ages, which those accursed men had concealed in fosses of their 
own digging, which they had, covered with branches of tress and 
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\vith fnrf, were found out, brought to the Vejir and returned to 
their disconsolate friends On beholding that universal desola 
tiOD, one might have said that the last day of the world was 
come for that unfortunate town, and that it bad nndergonc the 
Supreme Judge's sentence Nothing was heard bnt sohs and 
lamentations both there and all over the plain The Vejir sent to 
the Wretched inhabitants the head of the Moghnl Commander — 
But to what purpose? Past was what was past and it was ir 
remediable Two days after that dreadful event, that Minister 
left Barr, and moved forwards bnt people bad already com 
raecced to say that his exepedition would not be attended with 
success and they applied to him jind to hl» men these known 
verses of Saady 

Tb&t tmoki wlilcli joa mo do«> Hm from that Am jroa «ra bornfsf I 

Tbit tnialre rllei cUedy from tbe opprmed m«D*B heut 

fhe two armies being In sight of each other, the Vcjir sent 
for my father who was now a chief Commander in Issac-qhan s 
troops, and as he had long governed at BerbCIly and Morad 
abad and wu acquainted with the RobilUs and mth their 
manner of waging war and of engaging an enemy he reqnested 
to hear bis advice and opinion My father answered 'That 
these people dealt very much in ambuscades and feints That 
their custom-^as to appear in great numbers, and after a 
slight combat to draw the enemy into some snare, when they 
' turned about again and faetd hsm afresh But that when 
ever such a stratagem of theirs failed of success it was their 
^ practice to turn their backs and to fly in earnest, as soon as 
they were sensible of their being pursued slowly and with 
' caution His opinion was therefore, that as the Moghuls were 
troops that could be relied upon it would be proper that a 
body of three or four thousand of them should be ordered to 
ae^ance a little before the Veeir s elephant, but on feet and 
' with Ihetr muskets aud wall pieces ready in order to have a 
' body of Musketeers at hand, should the enemy make a skew 
of some ambuscade ' My noble father was yet speaking, 
when he was interrupted by IsmSll-beg-qban, who tired of the 
length of the advice, said that to-morrow he would aelxe Ahmed 
qbon's wife and children, and bnng them fast In a comer of his 
bow To this my father said not a word. The next day, at 
day break, the Veiir after performing his prayers ordered his 
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cannon to march in front and upon the wings, and having ranged 
his troops in the best order, he advanced with a slow pace 
At about nine o’clock , the engagement commenced, by a dis- 
charge of cannon and muskets on both sides, and it continued 
for sometime in the same manner Afterwar ds, Radiah SSrSd y- 
mull, the Djatt, who commanded at the right win g, and Ismail- 
beg-qhan, who co mmanded at the lef t, ad vanced on a gallop, 
and charg ed so vigorously R8stem-qha n and s ome other Afghan 
Commanders, that they d rew everywh ere smoke from their breasts. 
Pursuing their point, they covered the ground with six or seven 
thousand of the best men amongst the Afghan horse, ^he 
rest retire reluctantly, but being vigorously pursued they fled 
at last, and dispersed. At this very time Radja Ber-chunder- 
mehender, who had outmarched both the D]att Princ e and 
Ismail-beg-qhan, proved to be separated from his main, and out 
of the Vezir’s sight, and that Minister being occupied in perpet- 
ually sending to those two Generals, cannon, rockets and am- 
munition, had so thinned his own front, that it remained unfurnish- 
ed with those necessaries, and nearly empty of troops/ The sun 
was inclining to the west, and the army seemed parted asunder 
The Minister no sooner observed this disorder, and no sooner 
saw that the Gentoo Prince was already out of sight, than he 
recollected what my father had told him, and he was casting his 
eyes about to discover something like an ambuscade, \\hen at 
once Abmed-qhan, with a choice body of Afghan horse, sudden- 
ly made his appearance, and the engagement, which seemed , 
at an end, re-commencefl with fury Unluckily it happened, 
whether by a particular interposition of the Divine Providence 
or otherwise, that Camcar-qhan, the Fodjar of the suburbs of 
the Capital, who was nearest to the Vezir’s body of troops, 
unable to stand the violent fire of musketry and rockets inces- 
santly poured by a body of Afghan foot that now made their 
appearance, had turned about and fled It is e\en reported that 
he was actually in concert with Ahmed-qhan-bangash, and that 
his flight was premeditated Be it as it will, the Moghuls of the 
two wings finding themselves almost left alone, lost their wont- 
ed firmness, and this being observed by the Vezir, he imme- 
diately dispatched to their assistance both Mahmed-aaly-qhan, 
the Colonel, and ISfoor-el-hassen-qhan the Belgramite, with their 
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tr(X)p8 But there was such a quantity of loose elephants, and 
loose horses on the field of battle, that the passage seemed blocked 
up everywhere Noor-el hasten qlian, however, opened his way 
through them, as did a little after, AbJol neby, one of Mahmed 
aaly-qhan a slaves This last troop amounted to about four 
hundred horse, and these two bodies catting tbeir way both 
through the loose horses and through the enemy, reached the 
Vciir s troops, which were divided from their main But as 
the Moghuls were already flying the iirrival of so brave a body 
p ovc. of no av^ll, and these two officers obliged to turn about 
endeavoured to join the left wing As Ihey were advanang they 
discovered behind them a body of two or three thousand foot, 
supported by a body of cavalry whlgb were coming from the 
left but which by their long faces and long beards seemed 
evidently to be enemies(3i5) By this time most of the artillery 
had been sent to the support of the advanced troops, so that 
no firing was heard there from any cauDon that might support 
those two brave bodies For all that they cut their way back 
and joined their friends, when facing about they made a general 
discharge upon their parsuera, and stretched nombers of them 
upon the ground but here too this succour proved of no avail 
The Moghuls were already flying and although the officers made 
a stand their example was not followed by the others The 
flight had become general In both wings, and few people cared 
to stand their ground those that distinguished them 

■•selves eminently few were regretted so much as Haider qban 
brother in law to the Veiir Like a famished lion he with a small 
body threw himself amongst the Afghans and was observed to 
kill seven men with his own band He was slain at last, and he 
hastened to enjoy the parterres of tulip In the gardens of Eter 
nity N8r-el hassen qhan was wounded with a musket ball, as 
was Mahmed aaly-qhan Mir-gb81am nebi, the Poet of Belgram, 
althougb much wounded found means to escape but Mir-anm 
eddin^han one of the bravest Siyds of Belgram, follmved 
Halder-qhan, and hutened with him into the regions of Eternity 
And now the danger came close to the Veilr’s person The 
Afghans surrounded his el ephant, without knowing who it was 
^J) TIw Moftntl Iwre round hr" ■'*' •>’«'* ’"•'dr I Hw HlnJoriaulej, 
OT*i besodfol ficea, ■od" sowoth chin* 
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The driver fell down dead Mirza-aaly-naky, tutor to Shudjah- 
ed-dowlab, the Vezir’s son, was struck by a musket-ball, as he was 
sitting behind the Vezir, and fell The Vezir himself received a 
ball in his throat, and fell in a swoon ^\^thl^ the haodah Luckily The Vezir 
for him, that it was a war-haodah, and barded in brass , so that 
the Vezir having fallen within, was secured from further wounds, 
and nothing appeared of him but his head Nor was his falling 
into a swoon of small use to save his life The Afghans seeing 
the haodah empty, wuth only one dead man in it, left it and 
went forwards, w'here they met Issac-qhan The latter cried 
aloud that he w^as the Vezir He was well mounted, and at'the 
head of a bod} that stuck close to him, charging his pursuers 
sabre in hand, and he made them give way, after w'hich he retired 
slow'ly and wuth firmness The whole army was retreating by 
this time, and all the Moghuls had lost their honour and character, 
when Noorel-hassen-qhan and Mahmed-aaly-qhan seeing the 
Vezir’s elephant unaccompanied, cut their way to it with a few 
follow’ers, and found that the Vezir had recovered from his 
swoon. The Minister on recovering his senses, ordered the music 
to play in token of victory, to try whether such a stratagem 
would not recall the troops , but it answered no purpose Find- 
ing that a panic had seized them all, he turned his elephant 
about, without having any one round his person save tho'-e tw'o 
officers, and two or three hundred Moghuls and Hindostanies 
After the Vezir’s retreat, my father, who followed at a distance, 
seeing the field of battle empty, stopped to bring up some cannon 
that seemed m tolerable order , and having exerted himself in 
calling together the dispersed people of the artillery, he arrived 
at night near the Vezir’s quarters, none having remained in 
that field of battle so long as himself , and it was midnight 
before he reached the Vezir’s tent The latter having ordered 
Noor-el-hassen-qhan to enquire after some medicines for his 
wound, was in a little time served , but it became necessary to 
make use of some fire In the morning the Vezir quitted Marher, 
where he had passed the night, and marched forwards without 
hardly any baggage or any of the sutlers and other followers of 
the army The ungrateful Moghuls after having fled from the 
enemy, had attacked their friends, and plundered most of those 
useful people , the rest had been set upon by the peasants, and 
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made away with Still on his departure from Marhefi he found 
himself at the head of something like an army» and he continued 
his journey until he amved upon the banks of the Djuranah 
over against old Delhi which i* commonly called Shah-djehan 
abad, and where we shall leave him to sec what use the Afghans 
made of their victory 

Ahmed^qhan, after this victory over the Veilr, fancied 
himself able to conqocr the two Prormcef of A8d and Il«h*abad, 
which might have been said to be that Ministers appanage 
He sent his son Mahmood-qhan, with a body of troops to the 
conquest of A8d, whilst himself undertook to take the castle of 
Ilah-abad from Baca->oilab-qhan, and Aaly-c8ly-qban, the Daghis- 
tany (ai6) Baoa-ollab-qhan is son of Merbamet-aaJy qhan 
brother to the late Emir qhan, who had presented him with the 
Fo dj da ry of Co rrah m the ViccroyaJty of Ilah abad After his 
piottEtut- onclcsdeath he had accepted the Veair s invitation, and had 
attached himself to hia person He was then at Hab-abad with 
Aaly< 81 y-qb*n a dependant of S^yd mahroed-qban the Deputy 
Governor and an anaent aervant of Emif*qb8D $ house These 
two officers thinking It dishonorable to submit to a Bangash 
quitted the city where they had too few men to be able to make 
any defence, and shut themselves up in the castle, n hlch they both 
resolved to defend to the last extremity TTiey threw a bridge of 
boats over the Djumnab, under the walls of the fort, and thereby 
prepared themselves for receiving succours and provisions. 

There happened to be then on the shores of the Ganga, 
and gnlte clos e to the castle of Ilab abad (217), a certain 

(s'Cj Digtilstaii U • little noutalnoia Prorinc* of Irma or Permit, IxUubHrd 
by Safin! Tarfa or Titxrm. It Im *0 called fronj Pa^b, wUefa tlpiiSes moantila Id 
the ToxUth Ufifomc* 

(aty) lUb^bid, called by the Otsloom Pra^ tJMl Pria; b ■ ftmoam place for 
Geotoo vrcr>i)[p Tfase b a eabtemaeoaa efaapd, where they rnbew a ftllea tree 
that b in rtfctatlcni erer alocr Maha Da8 or the Graod Salet, that b, the firmt man 
who trarelled thither from Cat>l or the terre mtil aJ PandJa^ that b, Bciurtm. W e 
bare aaaa the atromp of the tree and at the firmt flcbt fooad U to be a a 

tree which owrer drlet, and the tnmk of which ahhoneb cat loto rrer ao coaDy 
chlpa, oerer fal6 to predoce a tree If pUnted. By CooBtlnj; ou paces Id aad oat 
of the careni, wa foond that the tree canoatbe at forty paces dbtaoce from the 
Gasses, with which probably It baa a aabtemoeoas cemmaDkatioe The rbit 
1 Of that chapel as well as the sa ha e qu eot parlScatkn ia the Giofcs prodoct a 
groat rereoue to G oTeramenL Thb tree aad chapel art la the castle, moch ewrf 
the Ganges thao to the Pfemnah. 
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Saniassi-fakir, very brave and well accompanied, who spent his 
time in his devotions to Maha-de8 This man shocked to see the 
ravages committed by the Afghans, he had, without any invitation, 
resolved to join his cause to that of Baca-ollah-qhan, and of the 
others, that were shut up in the castle , but although he was 
requested to come within its walls, he constantly refused it, and 
contented himself with encamping with his brave slave-boys and 
his people at a small distance from it Every day he used to 
set out with the bravest of his people, all mounted on excellent 
mares, and to gallop about the Afghan camp, from whence he 
ne-\er returned without having killed several of the bravest* of 
the enemy, and brought away both their arms and horses with 
him , so long as the siege lasted he did not miss a single day, 
andahvays did some execution. The siege drew to a great length, 
but without the enemy being able to make any impression , 
Baca-ollah-qhan with his garrison, and the brave Fakyr Radj 
Ender-gur with his brave troop, being resolved to make the 
most obstinate defence But meanwhile the enemy’s troops, all 
composed of unbridled savage Afghans, and of sanguinary 
Rohillahs, fell upon the city of Ilah-abad, which was a large 
wealthy place, and set it on fire, after having plundered and 
sacked it leisurely Four thousand matrons of the best Sdyd 
and Sheriff (218) houses of that unfortunate city, w'ere led un- 
veiled about the streets, and carried into captivity. But the 
quarter round the Monument of Sheh-afzol was spread, together 
W'lth the suburb of Qhold-abad, which is wholly inhabited by 
Afghans This was all that was performed by the Rohillah army , 
and but few of the Bangash collectors had been admitted over 
the flat country, when news came that the Vezir w'as coming 
Ahmed-qhan not pleased with this intelligence, quitted the siege, 
and repaired to his owm country about Feroh-abad 

We have already observed that on that General’s coming 
to Ilah-abad he had dispatched his son, Mahmood-qhan, with a 
body of troops, to conquer the country about Aood and Lucknow 
The latter marched forwards, and on the nmeteentli of the 

(218) The Seyds are those that descend from Hassen and Hossein the Prophet’s 
grandsons by Aaly , but a Sdyd is he that has a S^yd for a father, whatever be his 
mother A Sheriff is he that has a Sdydany for his mother, whatever be his father , 
at least it is so in India, 
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second Djemady m tbe year 1164, he encamped at a small 
diatanco io tbe west of the town of Belgram Some Afghan 
troops immediately, according to the savage eastern of that 
race of men, abvanced on the sabnrbs, plundered some bouses, 
and killed some people But no sooner did snch a violence 
become public, than the inhabitants of the town who are 
mostly of Sheriff blood as well as soldiers of old standing 
shocked at this disorder, fell upon tbe Afghans, repulsed them 
with slaughter, and brought home a couple of hundred beads 
of cattle from the outskirts of the Afghan army On seeing 
thu^Mahmood qhan, wlh a prcapitatioD consonant to his age 
and an inconsideratcoess worthy of his nation put his army 
under arms, and resolved to take the town But this was not 
so easy , the inhabitants had cot trenches across their streets 
fortified e\ cry quarter and prepared themselves to give them 
a warm reception In this cnais the Magistrates, and the 
principal men amongbt them, some of whom bad an acquaint 
ance with the young Generals father interposed their mediae 
tion and procured an accommodation, after which the tumult 
that bad risen to a height, subsided at once. MahiDOod->qban 
having raised his camp and advanced as far as Papa mow, sent 
toivards Lucknow one of his uncies wfih about twenty thousand 
horse and foot ( and ring General advanced towards that city 
with about fivelbousancbcavaliy He encamped In the outskirts 
and sent a Cotwal to coqjnjand in his name in the aty It must 
be observed that this clt^ had been evacuated by all the depend 
ants of the Verir, on / the first intenigence of the^r masters 
defeat, and that they had earned awaj the Vexirs family and 
Joined Baca ollah qhai^ upon the road with whom they had 
retired in the castle oL Hah abad As to the Moghuls, every 
one of them, inhabitants of the aty had fled to some shelter 



roQex^dln qhan, a famous Commander, of whom we have said 
something ih sqeaking of bis heroical friend, Kootoob-eddin 
roahmed-qhan The Sheb s friends u ere not pleased with the 
protection he afforded m his house and quarter to Moghul property 
and they named him that It would bring down opon him an 
inquiry from the Afghan GovemmenL The Sheb nould not 
listen to such pusillanimous counsels, and continued tu afford an 
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asylum to the families and properties of as many as chose to 
take shelter in his house and quarter But as the new Cutwal 
had already commenced to oppress people, the Shell who was 
sensible of this, thought it best to comply so far with the com- 
plexion of the times, as to go out of the city, and make a visit 
to ihe Afghan Commander, in order lo put a stop to the Cut- 
wal’s vexatious Government. The Afghan received him with 
great regard and civility, and ordered that a general safety of 
person and property should be proclaimed all over the city 
Whilst he was yet speaking, one of the General’s friends, a man 
who wished for some tumult and confusion, said to him, What 
are yon doing now ? The Lucnovians have beaten your Cutwal^ 
and driven him away Sheh-muez-eddin-qhan answered im- 
mediately, that there was no man in the city mad enough to 
commit such an outrage / will go to town immediately, said 
he, and if I find that any one has committed an insolence, rest 
assured, that I will chastise him as he deserves On this, he 
mounted and returned to the city , but he soon had several 
reasons for altering his mind He reflected that the Cutwal con- 
tinued to oppress people, and that little trust was to be reposed 
in the promises or proclamations of an Afghan Seeing then 
how matters went, he assembled the nobles and the principal 
inhabitants, and represented to them, that the Afghans were 
known for a faithless race, on whose promises no reliance could 
be reposed with any safety , that to surrender Lo such savage 
people would bring woeful consequences with it, and that for 
his part he saw no other party, but that of joining together, 
putting themselves upon their defence, and giving the Afghans 
a vigorous reception Most of those present expressed their 
' fears, and declined the association , but the others, sensible of i'" 

the truth of what he had said, closed with his opinion, and arm- ^ 

$ 

ed themselves Coorbaii-aaly, the Choudry (219), a man of conse- ^ 
quence amongst them, took care to gain to his party even those ] 

(219) A Choudry is a small Zemindar or land-holder, and likewise the head of 
a'clan or quarter, jor set of men — There is a large quarter at Lucknow wholly in- 
habited by Sheh-zadiansj that is, men of Arabian blood, or men of Gentoo origin, 
but long ago turned Mussulmen The Gentoos in general get themselves circum- 
cised on a Fnday, and from thencefonvard arc called Shehs The Sheh zadians of 
Lucknow are Mohametans these severaljhundreds of years, but still preserve that 
spirit of clan so remarkable in Gentoos They are brave and united, and all Sunnis, 
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that farmed timorous, and he fortihed several quarters Oo 
observing so much warmth, Sbeb.mQes eddin-qhan took a de 
asive part He sold the jewels and plate of hU family, and 
having made up a sum of money, he assembled the 5 heh zadians 
of Lucknow, whom he now exhorted to chastise the Cut^val 
vigorously and to turn him out of the city The order was im- 
mediately executed The Sbeh, after this, dressed a sensiblo 
Moghul In Iranian apparel, made him land in his house, as If he 
had come as Cutwal by the Vctir's appointment and he pro- 
claimed, at the tnbunai of Police all over the town, that no 
authority shaaid be acknowledged m the dty, but that of the 
Cutwal sent by the Vctir Ho at the same time set up a green 
standard in the name of ‘ The Lord of the Time ’ ( 320 ), and 
under it be took the oaths of the prinapal inhabitants that they 
would stand by each other m defence of their wives, children 
and properties to the utmost of their power The Afghan 
General heanng of this change of affairs and that a Cutwal had 
coroe from the Vezir put bis people under arms prepared him 
self to sack the aty and be fell npon Ismail gundj, the eastern 
quarter of it But about two bnodred of the Sbeh zadians 
baring run to the assistance of the inhabitants, an engagement 
ensned in which the Afghans were driven away with great 
slaughter nay the inhabitants sallied out upon them took their 
cannon and tents and drove away another Commander, who ivith 
a thousand horse had come over to share the expected plunder 
Mahmed qban who was encamped on the ferry of Papa mow, 
bearing of this affair wanted to march in person against Luck 
now But Sheh mQez-eddln-qban having sent him a message, 
that laid the whole blame of this affair upon the stupidity of his 
Afghans, and promised to come in person to give an account of 
it and to address him upon other matters he altered his resolu 
tion and returned to bis former encampment where he was 
pitching bis tents when the runaways came in shoals and gav e 
Acconiiag to tbt Uofnlmto Sbjmlu, Um Lord of tbe Times Is tbeir 
tweUtb Imam or PosUfi Uebdl, wbo b not come jet bot will turelj cooqtter all 
tbe world I irblcb win then embrece tbe brae reUeloo that b the Shjtsme Ha 
llrod aboat tbfrtj jean but fiodiof blmMlf obooxlom to tbe thee rdfolnf Qballf 
he disappeared bot la *1111 lJr!o^ ahboogli lorislble *od will appear afaio at tbe 
cod of the world to coaqoer all maaklad aad to coorert it to the troe tect, that Is 
to the Imatoisme aed of coarse to tbdr own ecct. 




an exaggerated account of Mue?-cddin-qhan's braver) and ' 
conduct, as well as of the ferocity and courage of the inhabitants 
of Lucknow, especiall) the Shch-radians. In a few' days, Miiez- f 
eddin himself arrhed near the Afghan camp, and with such a 
multitude of horse and foot, as looked very much like an army ' 
Mahmed-qban, intimidated by his character for prowess and^ 
conduct, and not liking his appearance, thought proper to de- 
camp, and retire Tins retreat inspired the Shell with so much ' 
confidence, that he turned away all the collectors which the 
Afghans had spread all o\er the countr), and he published an 
order to put to death immediately any armed Afghan that should 
be discovered , and this revolution in the A 8 d naturally bnngs 
us back to the Vczir, who had made an appanage of that country 
We have left the Vczir at the ford of the Djumna But 
some time before his arrual at this passage, the report of his 
defeat had spread cver)wvliere, and had roused all those that 
were jealous of Ins power, and fearful of Ins growing influence 
The imbecile Emperor was of this number, as well as Ins in- 
triguing mother, and all the Grandees of the Court, and above 
all, the Eunuch, now styled the valiant Nawah {221), w'lio 
after taking possession of the Emperor’s mind, had now come 
forw'ard w’ith intention to govern the Empire, and acted already 
as a Prime Ministt r All these had given tokens of their ill will, 
and the) talked of seizing on the Vezir’s Palace, and of confis- 
cating the \ast property supposed to be in it Nevertheless, 
such was the idea they had conceived of his power and resolu- 
tion, that they durst not put their design in execution, but 
w'aited until they should receive certain intelligence about his 
person. Hearing now that he was alive, and at hand, they 
waited his coming into the city, anxious to see what figure he 
would cut after his defeat That Minister came at last, and it 
was soon seen by every one of them, that he would still prove a 
tough piece of W’ort, and much above their strength For even 
his consort (222), a daughter of Saadel-qhan, and a woman of 
uncommon genius and courage, far from being dismayed by the 

(221) Nawab Bahadyr was his title 

(222) This IS Asuff ed-dowlah’s grand-mother, aged about one hundred years, , 
and living at Aood upon some greens and four ounces of rice a day, in 1787 , and 
this has been her dief^these thirty years pcist 
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reports of the Vcilr** defeat and death had exhorted her son, 
Shudja ed-d6wlab, and her dependants and son in law to act 
with firmness, and to repel force by force, and she had made a 
proviMon of troops, and of every thing necessary for a vigorous 
^defence (223) The Veilr being arrived, soon heard of the m 
ftngnes and designs of his enemies and he sent word not only 
to the Eunucli but also to the Empress-mother that AbSl 
martsSr s tUad body w/ts sttll better than another man s living 
and believe ae added he, / am a more tough piece of work 
^ than yoH seem to apprehend Both these tv\o persons denied 
their harbounng any unfavourable designs against him and both 
accompanied their answers with excuses and uith complaints, 
on which he seemed satisfied being then engrossed by the 
thoughts of rctneving his character and of revenging himself of 
the Afghans he mis coDsnlting all those whom he thought to 
have much expenenre One of these happened to be my uncle 
S^yd-abdool aaly-<jhan an oBBcer of great character who having 
quitted Saadat qhan s service in Adjroir was just come from that 
province This officer pleased with that firmness conspicDoos in 
the Veiir's character often frequented bis bouse. The Verir 
who m perusing the dispatches from Adjmtr, bad heard of hU 
ment, once turned towards him and asked what he thought of his 
expedition Abdol-aaly qhan answered You had a good army 
my Lord in the last campaign and can have as numerous one 
‘even now os you please but victory dors not always depend 
“upon numbers and courage, and It would be proper that jou 
should provide officers and Commanders that have seen wars 
' and engagements. Who are these interrupted the Vciir /Jray 
tell met IW. present replied Abdol-aaly-qhan I recollect only 
Radja-baht sing and some Marhatta Gcnerala- This advice he 
seemed to relish and sending for Radjah Djigul kishvar, agent 
from Aaly verdy qhan Viceroy of Bengal, and forhw own agent, 

(a^) Tbfl honM of g iei t i»ea «t «U apaUo of d«- 

fence. Thej are all of stOD% to tbe toj roo^ the beauu of wUefa an of wood, 
thhOTi(h these also are oflan of atoo«} asd tbej an aairoiiaded bj a loflj well 
tecorad bjr atroog gates erery ooe of which haring Its partkolar tmiD yard, U a 
V itroegbold of Usdf. Moreor er , the roofs an dat capable of bearfog canooa aad 
H tba wails bar* battiaownts and baibacaoes. Each houM rtatids by Itself awd has 
wells, poeds,a large garden ud aJwajt prorislon^fOT thrn months and sonwUmes 
for ria. ^ 
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Radja Lachmi-naiim, he directed them to bring Holkar*maIhar 
Meanwhile, Djaba, with his son, Djingoo, two Marhatta Generals 
of great renown, having made their appearance, he desired them 
to enter into his service, and assigned to each a suitable pension 
Sending likewise for Radja S8r8dj-mull, the Djatt, who was 
already in his service, he assigned him, for his person and troops, 
fifteen thousand rupees a day, after having allowed both the 
Marhatta Generals tw'enty-five or thirty-five thousand rupees for 
the same space of time This done, he turned his attention to- 
wards providing a new stock of rockets and ammunition, as well 
as ever}*^ requisite for war, insomuch that in a little time he found 
himself stronger than he had been before And, in fact, he 
was so very extraordinary a man, that hardly any one w'ould be- 
lieve the many resources of his credit and his genius, unless he 
had been of his confidence , nor has such another man appeared 
to this day Any other General, after such a total defeat, w’ould 
have lost his mind, or fallen into a despondency, wdthout ever 
conceiving the thoughts of arising again, and presenting a 
threatening front 

In short, this Minister having in a little time pitched upon 
the beginning of the first Djemady for reviewing his stores, 
quitted the Capital in the year 1164, and marched to Acbar-abad, 
which IS at se\en journeys distant , from whence he detached 
the Marhatta Generals w'lth their twenty thousand horse, across 
the Djumnah, against Shah-dil-qhan, who commanded for Ahmed 
qhan-bangash in Kevol and Djalisser The Marhattas having 
crossed the Djumna with their customary rapidity, fell upon the 
Afghans like a hurricane The Governor surprised, fled wuth all 
his might, and made his escape, but an infinity of Afghans were 
put to the sabre, and the Marhattas made a great booty in horses, 
elepaants, camels, tents, and other articles Ahmed-qhan, who 
was these four months intent on taking the Castle of Ilah-abad, 
no sooner heard of Shah-dil-qhan’s defeat, than he raised the 
siege immediately, and putting himself at the head of his best 
troops, he wuth the wings of anxiety and perturbation, hastened 
to Feroh-abad, which was his Capital, and the residence of his 
family He was hardly arrived, when the Marhattas, which 
composed the vanguard of the VezirN army, followed, and finding 
the gates shut up, they put every thing to fire and sword in the 
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terntory of that aty These ravages having given Ahmed 
qhan time to breathe, he came out and encamped at HnsseTn 
poor, a town at three cosses from Feroh-abad, and upon the 
Ganga, where he entrenched lilmself, as in a post which had 
sneh a river under its command, with the whole Rohillah country 
TlfMirhtt beyond it and put it In hia power to receive victuals and every 
kind of assistance from thence The Marhattas meanwhile 
Feroh-abad, hnding Feroh-abad empty of military force, rushed into It, and 
plundered it leisurely j and it was thus that Providence chas- 
tised the Afghans m retaliation for the sack of Ilah abad The 
plunder made in that nch mart is past all computation, and is 
more than I dare say But it may be easily conjectured from 
this that one single lump of precious staffs was valued at sixteen 
lacs of rupees T he Marhattyi ba d b^dly^feished jheir i^rk, 

^ ^vhen the Veiir himself arrived with Radja S8r8dj mull, the 
I Djatt, and sarrounded Ahmed^han on all sides the Ganga side 
i. excepted A cannoliaje ensued, and an infinity of caniTon balls 
and musket ballets were exchanged between the two parties 
But as the lutrencbed Afghans received by boats every kind 
of provision and assistance the Vexir directed N8r-el hassen 
qhan the B'^Igramite to assemble a number of boats and to 
♦ throw a bridge over the Ganga, Intending to send over a body 
of troops This work of the bndge Avas opposed by Mahmood 
qhan son to the Bangash who was encamped on the other side 
of the nver Nevertheless it was soon finished it was at 
Rampoor which is at twelve cosses from Cannodje and a 
quantity of large cannon and a body of troops crossed over and 
jomed N8r el hasseo-qhsn Mabmood-qhan sensible of the con 
sequence of such a communication, made several effortA to rum 
the bndge, but to no purpose his own camp being so much 
Incommoded by continual showers of cannon ball that his post 
was hardly tenable. Two days after the bndge had been finish 
ed, a large body of troops had come to the assistance of the 
intrenched Afghans under the command of Saad-oIIah qhan 
eldest son to the late Rohillah and this happened at the very 
tame when the Veiir was sending some troops over the Ganga. 
Ahmed-qhan s courage and hopes having been greatly raised at 
the sight of so po^Nerful a succour he quitted his entrenchment 
as untenable and joined Soad ollah-qhan, after which he gave 
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battle to the Vezir , and a bloody one it proved to be. The 
Marhattas attacked on one side, and on the other S8r8dj-mull, 
with his Djatts, poured such an incessant fire on the enemy, as 
drew smoke from their breasts The Afghans unable to stand 
so furious an attack, were thrown into disorder, and both 
Ahmed-qhan and Saad-ollah-qhan, after losing vast numbers of 
their men, turned about and quitted the field of battle, not 
thinking themselves safe but at a distance , but it was not with- 
out leaving ten or twelve thousand of their best men slain, 
wounded, or prisoners A vast booty of elephants, tents, horses, 
cannon, and furniture fell into the hands of the victors The 
Vezir pursuing with ardour, and the Afghans continuing their 
flight, they both arrived at last at the foot of a chain of hills, 
separated by a narrow valle}' from the mountains of 'CamaS, a 
difficult countr} , covered w'lth brushwood and brambles, where 
the Afghans being hemmed in by their pursuers, necessarily 
lost vast numbers of people from the badness of the water and 
the inclemence of the air, but chiefly from the want of victuals 
and the scarcity of every necessary for sustenance Meanwhile 
the enemy overran the whole Rohillah country, and ruined it 
for years to come This battle cost Mir-gh81am-nebi, the 
famous Belgramite Poet, his life, and he went to join the choius- 
es of the Angels in the boundless regions of eternity 

The rainy season being already set in, and the Marhattas 
shewing a willingness to abide that reason in the Afghan 
country, the Vezir in reward for the services they had per- 
formed, gave them the whole country from Nevol and Djalisser 
down to Feroh-abad and Cannodje Such a donation finished 
the Afghans Finding that nothing less than their total ruin was 
intended, they betook themselves to the humblest supplications , 
and turning the Marhattas and some other Generals into media- 
tors, they redeemed their lives from the Vezir’s resentment. 
An accommodation took place, such as the Vezir was pleased to 
dictate The city of Feroh-abad, with its territory, a tract that 
yielded a revenue of sixteen lacs a year, was left, out of com- 
passion, to Ahmed-qhan and his family, as descendents of 
Mahmed-qhan-Rohillah Some other Districts which had been 
held in sovereignty by Aaly-mahmed-Rohillah^s family, were like- 
wise left them, but Under the stipulated promise of a full rent , 
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and some others were confiscated But the greatest part ol 
those countries was given op to the Marhattas The Vezir after 
this treaty, went to his Government of A8d, and continued 
advancing as far as Banares, where he had much business to 
transact, and there as Pcrbput, the Zemmdar of Partab gur, 
a Gentoo Prince of that ncighboorhood, who had been m strict 
connections with the Afghans, ventured to pay him his respects, 
he was Immediately pat to death by Aaly bed-< 5 ban, the Vczir’s 
head Nisslqhchi, who had orders to cut off his bead It Is now 
time to return towards the interior parts of the Empire. 
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Nasr-ed dowlah alias Nasr-djung, Viceroy of Decan, overawes 
the Marhattas by the firmness of his administration — He 
marches against the Fi ench, at Poolchurry, and is slain by 
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Minister of Decan, murdered — Ahmed-shah, the Abdali- 
monarch, marches into Hindostan for the fourth time — Mir- 
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daughter to Delhi — Strange predictions^ of his mother-in-law^ 
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recovers Labor and plunders Delhi — Hemd cruelties of the 
Abdahes — He returns to kts dominions — The French grow power 
ful in Decan — Ntnanuaaly deposes his own brother, Selabut 
djung — Troubles in Decan — Daring action of Nisam-aaly — 
The Markaitas extort fortresses and terntones from him-^ 
Hteani aaly, worsted in several engagements, cedes to them a 
large iertnlory — The fortresses of Btdjapoor Dbwlet-abad 
and Assir cede^ to the Marhattas — An historical account of 
them — War belw^n the English and French —PSlchurry taken 
by the latter — The Vestr Umad~el mulk seises on the Capital 
and on the Emperor s person — Some account of Prince Aaly 
gohar now reigning Emperor under the title of Skak-aolem — 
Hts heroical retreat through a whole army — Obliged to fly 
from the paternal house — He is received everywhere with respect 
’^Vmad-el mulk s intrigues to embroil Shudjah ed-ddwlah and 
the Rokillas only serve to bring them to an understanding 
and they both )<nn together and oppose the Marhattas who had 
marched a mighty army to achieve the^conguest of Hindosten-^ 
The Vetir murders both hts uncle and the Enperor-^Troubles 
tn Moolian and Punjab which enable the Markaitas to extend 
their conquests as far as Lahor — They bring the ferocious 
Abdahes with their victorious King upon their backs — The 
Marhattas fght and are slaughtered everywhere^ Battle of 
Bedell, where they lose seventy thousand men-^Another bloody 
action in which the Marhattas are destroyed — Shudjah ed 
dbwlah waits on the Abdalt monarch — His held answer to that 
Pnnee — The Marhattas, little dismayed send another uttghty 
army into Hindostan, commanded by one of ihei? Imperial 
Princes — They take Delhi — Appoint a pageant of an Emperor 
— Propose an accommodation — Are rejected bj Shudjah-ed 
ddwlahy tn an answer full of reproaches — Bloody actions between 
the Marhattas and Ahdaltes — The former blockaded in their 
camp come to at Pitched battle at Pampoot, where they lose eighty 
thousand men — The Abdalt manareh returns to his ohn domtn 
lonS'^Sxngular appearance of a slain young man-^Skudjah 
ed~d3wlah appointed Veotr to Aalt gohar now Shah aalem^ 
Origin of the broils that gave rise to a war between the 
\farhattas and the Engltsk— Ntsant-aaly avails himself of 
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them to beat the Ma'^'haitas hito a very advantageous treaty — 
Dissensions and several engagements between Maddo-rdo, the 
Marhatta-ruler, and his uncle, Rogonat-rdo — Thelatter attempts 
to take Aoreng-abad, and is vigorously repulsed — Nizam-aaly 
gives a finishing blow to the Marhatta power — S8i 8dj-mull, the 
Prince Djaat, takes possession of Acbar-abad-agra with its Castle 
and Royal furniture 

We have said that the Government of Adjmir had been 
conferred on the Vezir, as well as that of Acbar-abad, that 
Minister having expressed a predilection for that of Ilah-abad, 
which bordered on his hereditary Government of A8d »> The 
Viceroyalties of Acbar-abad and Adjmir were bestowed on 
Saadat-qhan It was in the year 1161, answering to the first of 
Ahmed-shah^s reign This change occasioned some strange 
events Radja Baht-smg-Rhator, a Prince who to much merit 
and great military character, joined so much learing, that he 
had no equal amongst the Radjpoot Princes, availed himself 
of that change, to revive his claim upon the Dj8deyp8r and other 
territories, that fonstituted a principality which had been in 
his family from ancient times, and which was now withheld by 
Radja Ram-sing, son to Abi-sing, his nephew With this view 
he came to Court, complained to the Emperor, and insinuated 
himself so well in Saadat-qhan’s mind, as to render him desirous 
of going into his Government of Adjmir, where the Gentoo 
Prince offered an accession of revenue, on condition of his being 
righted At the same time he set out for Nagor, the 'capital of 
his hereditary dominions, and was followed a few days after, 
by Saadat-qhan himself, who reckoned on his assistance, and 
brought with him about fifteen thousand horse, commanded by 
men of great characters , such as Aaly-rustem-qhan, nephew to 
Mir-Mushreff , Hekim-qhan, called the Qhobushki , Fateh-aaly- 
qhan alias the Governor of Kevol, who received subsequently 
the surname of Sabut-djung , Mahmed-shudjah-qhan, and Seyd- 
abdol-aaly-qhan This last was my uncle, who having been, as 
we have said in the First Volume, banished from the dominions 
of Bengal, had come to the capital, where Saadat-qhan had 
desired him to be his friend, and to accept the command of a 
body of four hundred horse , for he had brought with him his 
own horses, elephants, and equipage Saadat-qhan had with 
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him also, Mir aaJ} aaghar CSbra, of whom we have spoken much 
in Aaly \erdy qhan’s history lastly Mubani-qhan with a 
number of other persons of distJrtction He passed the mourn 
ing days of the month of Moharrem at PatSdy, and on the 
beginning of the } ear 1 163, he arrived at a place called Nim 
rani, in the ^Dja^country wher e Radja S8r8dj mall had rai sed 
S«d*t-qliM a small mud fo rt, in which he k ept a certain nu mber of me n 
tb« Some of Saadat qhan s people having~"pict^ up a quarrel with 
those of the fort, drove them airay and It was upon such a 
h worrttd. mightv success that the new Viceroy ordered his music to play 
in token of victory after which getting into his tent, he resolved 
to halt there In the morning, as every one expected that he 
would pursue hia intended journey to NarnOuI in Adjmir, where 
he had ordered his equipage to proceed the thoughtless 
VIcero} n ho earned a head without brains, countermanded it 
at once and abandoning the original scheme upon Adjmir he 
turned his views wholly upon settling the Government of Acbar 
abad and, quatrelllng with SSrSdj mull th e Djatt nor would 
he hear of Toything else. Aaly RBstem qhan who had two 
thousand horse of his own together with Fateh*aaJy-qhao who 
bad 8e\eo hundred were at the bead of his vanguard, and had 
already proceeded on their march when they were counter 
manded and sent for to a Council of War-* to which were like 
wise summoned HeUm^qhan, who commanded the right wing, 
at the head of two thousand horse and Mubralz-qban who 
wfth an equal number, commanded at the left and a/so S^yd 
abdol aaly^han, and Mlr-aal^ Asghar CSbra, now styled Mum 
tax djung All these, surprised at this sudden change, were 
unanimous lu their opinions. ** They represented that to pick 
up a quarrel with the Djatt was improper hot that TFwouId 
be ver^pibper to^go'ob witfi* the original project of taking 
first of all, possession of Adjmir, where Abi sing had offered 
his assistance and ah addition of revenue, and where he was 
' already arrived, to make his preparatives That by pursning 
that scheme, they nould put to a trial the quality of their 
troops, and would also infuse confidence In them by such a 
' successful expedition That this project being once accomplish 
' cd It would be then time to think of bringing to order the 
‘ country of Acbar-abad and likewise that here too Baht sing’s 
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“assistance and advice would prove useful; after which it 
“ would become an easy matter to bring S8r8dj-mull himself 
“ to order ” This advice was good, but the ignorant Governor 
was inflexible, and he immediately sent dromedaries to bring 
back his baggage, a counter-order which those officers were 
obliged to comply with, and also to forward to others; but it 
was noon-day before they would come back The army was 
ordered to proceed to Soba-chund’s Caravanserah, where the 
Viceroy passed the night The next morning, he commanded 
the men of his equipage to set out with Fateh-aaly-qhan and 
his corps, and to m'ake a grand forage. T he Piatt informe d 
of this, pre sented themselves in force, and th e Radja hims elf 
followed with so much expeditio n that both armies were in sight 
at noon By this time Fateh-aaly-qhan had sent nord that 
both forage and gram had been laden in quantities, and were 
ready , but that bodies o ^ l^atts w ere making their appearance, 
and rendering the m^ch of the convoy impracticable, unless 
some other Commanders were sent to his assistance R8stem- 
aaly-qhan ivas immediately ordered on that service ivith his 
corps But before he could arrive^ the greatest part of the day 
was already spent , so that Hekim-qhan-qhoshbuki, who had 
been all this while desirous of a quarrel wi th the Djat ts, thinking 
his honour concerned in this dela^ followed him immediately, 
without being ordered He had w'lth him as many of his cavalry 
as were at hand, about se\en hundred in all , but by this time 
there remained no more than two hours of day-light Hekim- 
qhan seeing this, sent word to Aaly-r8stem-qhan, that night was 
coming, and that it would be better to' return The latter 
answ^ered that Fateh-aaly-qhan was more advanced than him, 
and that if he could prevail upon him to come back, himself 
(Aaly-r8stem-qhan) would follow After having said so much, 
he galloped up to him, and both joining together went to Fateh- 
aaly-qhan, to whom they proposed a retreat The other, becom- 
ing prouder by the invitation, answered that they might retreat 
ffist, and that he would follow They represented , they entreated , 
it did not avail The two Commanders, seeing his obstinacy, 
resolved to stay likewise although the sun was setting, and 
they sent wmrd to the Viceroy, that the Djatt army was in sight 
and so near, as to render a retreat dangerous by night , but that 
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they proposed to paw il upon the spot, Id expectatJoo that he, 
their General wonid march iramediately with the army to their 
relief Instead of that the obstinate, ignorant Saadat^qban sent 
them word to relreit and come back They obeyed It soon 
became dark and those men that had been exposed to the 
beat of the whole day without either victuals or dnnk, were 
hastening to their camp, whilst those that were raw troops and 
had not yet seen any firing were endeavouring to distance the 
others. TTio cannon moreover, was ordered to march in front, 
lest it should be set upon In the dark and fall into the hands 
of ^e enemies The ^Jgtts observing the confusion in which 
they marched followed them and coming close in smalF'dUtinct 
bodies, they commenced an incessant fire upon them without 
quitting their horses On this Aaly roostem qhan's elephant 
growing unruly, Hekim qhan approached him and after many 
eSorts and repeated attempts, he at last found means to draw 
him upon his own elephant He wa/' hardly seated and the 
elephant was rising when Hekim-qhan received a musket ball 
in the throat and fell dead instantly Another ballet wounded 
Aaly roostem-qhan The flight now became general Nambers 
were slain nod numbers being wounded the survivors reach 
ed Saadat^han's camp which they filled with confusion and 
fear The General himsoU became fearful and was confounded 
And now the advanced troops of the enemy appeared lo 
sight, and setting up a war-cry they struck up such a panlo 
in Saadat-qban's breast that he wanted to get away, and to 
make bis escape bad not Mir-aaJy-asgar-cSbra and his other 
Commanders stopped him with threats and obliged him to stay 
by main force keeping so careful an eye upon bun, that be 
could not move. Luckily that the Djatt Pnnee having risen 
only In bis own defence, <lld not choose to afil^etbe conseqaence 
of selling or killing a Lord of Lords and that he contented 
himself with besieging the camp for two or three days together 
at the end of which be sent proposals by the canal of Fateh-aaly 
qhan an officer with whom he ^vts acquainted TTiese having 
been accepted with a great deal of joy , S8r8dj mail sent his o wn 
son, Radja Dievaher muU who paid a respectful visit to Saadat 
qhan, ^ndc^cloded an agreement on several conditions, two 
of which were, that the dependants of the Lord of Lords should 
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not cut any Pipol-tree (224), nor offer any insult or injury to the 
temples of the country, or to any object of their worship and 
veneration. These and some other conditions being agreed to, 
Saadat-qhan signed the inominious treaty R adja S8r8dj-m ull 
added, that should the Viceroy promise upon oath not to advance 
farther than Narnoul, he would himself follow the army and be 
assisting in that expedition, with his person and advice , in 
which case, he would undertake to bring the Radjpoots of those 
parts to an accommodation, by which they would oblige them- 
selves to the payment of fifteen lacs, which he would take upon 
himself 

It was after such a ridiculous campaign, and such an infamous 
accommodation, that Saadat-qhan quitted the Djatt country to 
resume his expedition towards Narnoul. He was all the w'hile 
accompanied by the Radja at the head of his Djat ts, wdio always 
encamped at two or three cosses distance, iil such a manner 
that messages and agents w'ere continually exchanging on both 
sides, and in this manner they arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Narnoul, where Baht-sing came to pay his respects to Uie 
Viceroy. On hearing of the shameful treaty, lately concluded 
with the Dj atts, h e expressed his surprise and detestation, and 
proposed to him to recover his honour by marching against the 
RadjpSts of Adjmir, that is, by supporting his own projects 
This advice having been aprroyed by Saadat-qhan, it gave 
offence to the Djatt-Prince, w'ho saw how matters went, and took 
his leave and returned to his own country, leaving Saadat-qhan 
at liberty to pursue his expedition That Viceroy being now' 
arrived near Adjmir, marched on rapidly for twenty cosses, and by 
Baht-sing’s advice'he took possession of the Gocul-gaut, a difficult 
passage, \vhich is near the city of Adj’mir. But Radja Ram-sing 
was soon on the other side of the pass. This Prince, better 
known under the name of Docul-sing, had wntli him the Radja 

{224; The Pipol-tree, ts, as well as the Berr, or Burr, the Banian tree, an 
object of veneration, and the Deits tervumiis of India Both trees serve for mark- 
ing boundaries , both are milky, stem and leaves , both drop from their branches 
tendrils that reach the ground, and become so many new trees supporting the widely 
extended branches of their parent stock, and both m the original stem look rather 
like a group of trees soldered together, than like one trunk of a single tree. Both 
produce a red fruit exactly like a small European-fig, but nearly insipid, and which 
serves only to fatten green Pigeons, Parrots, and Monkeys 
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Assin sing, son to Radja Dehiradj djehi sing se\Si and both 
were at the head of an army which could not be less than thirty 
thonsand horse, with a numerous artillery, and c\cr^ necessary 
requisite for yrzr So great a supenority did not damp Saadat 
qban a eagemesb This Viceroy, after spending some days at 
Adjmir m expectation of being joined by Radja Baht sing made 
haste to come out The first day s march was to Boorigur the 
second to the little mud fort of Shir sing the third to Mirta, and 
the fourth to a place called Pi bar, in which last march the two 
armies had a sight of each other They had set out on both sides 
with latcattoa io ^bt, and Baht stag bad infonned Saadat qbaa, 
that it was not proper to part with him or to march on as he did 
as the enemy bad planted all his cannon on that side Saadat 
qhan, who had never in his whole life listened to any sober 
advice, was so senseless as to observe ‘ TAo/ men dtd not turn 
^ about after having once marched tn another direction^ and 
be went on as he bad commenced Baht smg seeing his ob< 
stinacy, left him and marched on, but slanting from the front, 
where he knew so much cannon to have been planted The 
Radjpoots had passed the night close to their cannon, see 
log Saadat>qbao s troops advance so mconsideratelyi kept them 
eelves quiet and m silence, until the enemy bad come within 
reach, when they let fly such a shower of canndn and musket 
balls, as did a great deal of execution in the enemy’s ranks 
where vast numbers were slaid This discharge was but faintly 
returned by Saadat-qhan s people who were already in confusion 
it was already noon day the bud shone ivith Intolerable ardour, 
and the cannon and muskets became so hot that there was no 
handhng any of them A cessation of arms as if by common 
consent, took place — Saadat qban s men, pressed by thirst, In 
a country where water is scarce, dispersed everywhere, and 
numbers approached inadvertently close to the RadjpSts in searcli 
of that rcTreshment The Rad]p8ts perceiving their distress, by 
theparclicdness of their faces and the lolling of their tongues had 
the generosity to send people to shew them some springs hidden 
in the sand and these men after having rt^freshed plentifully 
both man and horse, would cany them back to the spot where 
they had taken them up, and would dismiss them with these 
words Begone and avaunt' J'br now we are enemies again 
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Tlic sudden cessation on both sides, and the assistance given so 
timely by the Radjpoots, liath something odd and incredible in 
it, but they are, ho\ve\er, completely uell attested I put the 
question to several officers and others that had been relieved in 
that manner, and amongst others, to Scyd Ismail-aaly-qhan, son 
to my uncle, AbdSl-aaly-qhan , and he, as well as the others, 
always answered in the affirmative Nor is it but upon su* h a 
strong testimony, that I have thought this particular w'orthy of a 
place in this history This behaviour of the Radjpoots does them 
a deal of honour , but such a generosity is in their character 
May God Almighty please to infuse such benevolent inclinations 
in the hearts of all the nations of the World! For He is the 
source of all pow'er and all mercifulness 

This spot is not far from the mountains of DjSd6yp8r, not 
above twenty or thirty cosses distance, or at most three days’ 
journe} Saadat-qhan, desirous to get out of such a critical spot, 
and unable, moreover, to go on with the expenses of an ex- 
pedition that produced no resource, at a time too when the rainy 
season was at hand, resolved to make an accommodation, and 
to return to Adjmir, and so on the Capital. In vain did 
Bhat-sing represent, " That this expedition was more important 
“ than anything to be compassed in the Capital, That the 
“ Princes of that country, being the noblest of all the RadjpSts, 
“ and such as were acknowledged for having resigned in time of 
“yore all o\er Hindostan, the bringing them under subjection 
“ would not only greatly redound to his honour, and engage the 
“ other Zemindars to submit of their own accord, but would in 
“ time produce such fruits as w'ould surpass his utmost expect-^ 
“ ations In vain did he add, that so soon as the country of 
“ Adjmir should be subdued, his character, enhanced in the eyes 
“ of men by such an expedition, would be greatly conducive 
“ in bringing to terms the Djatt S8r8dj-mull, and in reduc* 
“ mg to controul the country about Acbar-abad ” All those 
reasons produced~no change in his~mind And this is the more 
unaccountable, as Baht-sing had during this whole expedition 
proved. of great service, notwithstanding the junction effected 
between the Marhattas, commanded by Malliar’s son, and the 
ene^ , for he had all along supplied the army with necessaries, 
and had exhibited much wisdom and a variety of talents, in 
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occasionally extricating it from its difficulties Finding that 
Saadat qban was b6nt on an accomodation, be kept blmseU 
at home, without interfering any more The Marhatta General 
likewise took his leave of Ram sing and of Assir sing s son, and 
went home Saadat-qhan having by treaty received three laca 
of lupecs, suffered the rest to be pot off in a vanetj of instal ' 
mentfl, consisting of money and effects, which were to be paid 
so much at such a place, and so much at another After this 
treaty, be quitted PeTpar, and arrived at Adjmir, at which place 
my uncle, Si^d Abdool*aalywjhan being sensible of Saadat qhan s 
levity and want of onderstanding resigned his service, and took 
hia leave But os he had run himself in debt In a service which 
yielded nothing that j ear but a prospect of preferment he was 
obliged to sell his elephants and some of his fomlture. In order 
to pay of his troops and his creditors after which he returned 
immediately to Shah d;ebaD>abad, where heanng that the Veair 
was gone on an expedition against the Allans be only tamed 
three days In that Capita], and marched out to join him and be 
was already advanced to Kevol when be met some of the run 
aw-ays of the VeaJHs army The Verir himself arrived the next 
day Abdool-aaly qhan having found here an opportunity of 
paying that Minister bis respects returned with bis retinue to 
the Capital where on being asked his advice a few days after, 
be proposed taking into his semee Radja Baht-slog as well as 
the two Marhatta Genemfs. 

As to Saadat-qhan after spending one year and some months 
in that fruitless expedition, he arrived at the Capital id the 
beginning of the year 1 164 and as be had lost bis character in 
that expedition where he bad earned little money and numerous 
troops he was on his rctunjr perpetually reproached and in 
suited by those people u ho insisted upon being paid their arrears 
Becoming contemptible by so many repeated assaults and in 
suits, he had the folly to expect a supply of money from the 
Emperor and as he was not heard he had the imprudence to 
mention the Emperor’s name as well as that of Djavid qhan, 
his favourite in terms of disrespect , making so little secret of 
his sentiments when at home that they became the constant 
topic of his conversation Not satisfied even with that, lie in a 
fit of passion resolved to go to Court and to get himself nghted, 
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happen what it would He mounted his horse, and taking his 
spear in his hand, he got within the Palace, and attempted to 
go as far as the Emperor, to whom he intended to represent his 
grievances in an angr}' tone of voice Djavid-qhan, the Super- 
intendent of the Hall of Audience, seeing in what plight he was, 
requested him not to appear in the Emperor’s presence. The 
other finding himself obstructed, vented his resentment both 
against His Majesty and the eunuch, in such terms as came 
uppermost, and after that, he returned home; but he W'as hardly 
landed, when a body of soldiers came to confiscate his property 
And thus from the summit of honour and affluence, he felt in a 
little time into the greatest contempt and distress. His title of 
” Lord of Lords" w'as bestowed on Ghazi-eddin-qhan, eldest son 
to the late Nizam-el-mulk, who received the Qhylaat of it the 
next day , and Saadat-qhan, deprived of everything, went to 
live in obscurity and oblivion. It is time for us now to resume 
the narrative about the affairs of Decan 

Nassyr-djung-nasr-ed-dowlah, second son and successor of 
Nizam-el-mulk, was a young man of talents, of much natural 
genius, and much bravery. To his capacity for government, he 
joined a cultivated understanding, being fond of poetry, and 
often composing himself , and although raised so young to the 
pinnacle of power, he early exhibited a number of good qualities 
He even commanded as his father’s Deputy, when the latter 
died of a looseness As soon as he had assumed the admini- 
stration in his own name, he marched against the Marhattas, and 
beat them so often, that he taught them to fear his person and 
to respect his dominions, as w'e shall soon explain in the follow- 
ing sheets The dread of his power and his valour had so far 
taken possession of their hearts, that they, did not dare to move 
out of their own country, during his lifetime , nor have we any 
instance of their having been kept in awe by any one so much 
as by him. Having been commanded to the presence by the 
Emperor Ahmed-shah, in the year 1162, he had advanced as far 
as the Nerbedda at the head of a numerous cavalry, when a 
counter-order came, with which he complied the more willingly, 
as his cousin, Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan, was pretending to inde- 
pendence He therefore turned about, and marched against him 
>yith seventy thousand good horse, and one lac of infantry 
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PSJcherry^ 
aod b (la n 
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■piracy 


Muhi-cddln-qhan, sumamcd Maxaler djung or the " Victorious 
“ in War," descended from Saad ollah qhan VeiirtoShah djehan, 
and was son of a daughter of Niram-el muJk in whose lifetime 
he had enjoyed the Viceroyalty of Bidjapoor for several years 
together But as soon as his ancle was dead and he heard that 
his successor Nasr djung had advanced as far as the Nerbedda 
with the flower of his troops he availed himself of the opportunity 
to assume independence With this view he attachhd to him 
self Hussem-dost qhan a/ias Chenda sahab a man of import 
ance in the Carnatic, whose family cut a pnnapil figure in the 
citj df Arcat and the latter exhorted him to render himself 
master of lliat province TTijs country was these many years 
goierned b} Anver eddin-qhan, sumamcd $hahamet*djung, or 
the Valiant in War a native of GopatniS who had been ap 
pointed to the office of Naiem or Military Governor by Nizam 
ei mulk himself HedaTet muh! eddin^qhsn having assembled a 
mighty army from the French of PSlcherry {225) with whom 
Chenda sahab had made a treaty attacked Anver eddin-qhan 
and after a battle in which this Governor exerted himself like a 
brave man defeated him intlrely It was on the sixteenth of 
Shaaban in the year i i6a Nasyr djung who w-as then at Aoreng 
abad hearing of this event resolved to chastise his cousin and 
although that Capital is at no less than five hundred measured 
cosses (226) from the sca'coast on which is seated the town of 
PSlcherry he hastened thither on the wings of expedition and 
resentment and so early as the sixth of the second Rebi m the 
year 1163 he engaged Hedalet mahi-eddin qhan and totally 
defeated him TTie victory was at first disputed, but the zephyr 
of Divine assistance was at last pleased to blow upon Nassyr 
djung 5 drooping standards. Hedalet mubl eddm qhan was 
taken prisoner, and the victonous Pnnee, finding that the rainy 
season was at hand tqok up his winter-quarters at Arcat He 
had in his army a body of Afghans settled id the Carnatic and 
commanded by Himmet-qban and some other officers of that 

(» 5 ) Tbb mJfbtj areij from PSlcbenj coulitod la ism baodred Frtcch, 
■ad aboat two tboimad Sapmbls wbicb, compared to tbe Boflbb S«p>b[s of tbex* 
dt^ both la statorr, trau tad diadpUae^ vert but a rabble. Tber* acemi to be 
utDc vrordi vaatiag' Id tbe text for tba rarolted had a aameroDS arriij of their 
own, besides thdr French. 

(az6) A meanred com Is meet than tvo £nji;llsh Miles. 
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nation Those ungrateful wretches, forgetful of the favours 
conferred upon them by both the father and son, and unmindful 
of the gratitude and attachment they owed him m return, con- 
ceived the design of stripping their Lord both of his treasures 
and dominions , and joining with the Prince’s prisoner, and the 
French of PSlcherry, the}', on the seventeenth of Moharrem, 
according to Astronomical computation, and the sixteenth, ac- 
cording to the vulgar one, fell on that Prince’s quarters at 
midnight, and filled them with confusion and disorder Himmet- 
qhan, who had always professed himself his zealous servant, 
having advanced to him with a musket in his hand, fired at his 
breast, and laying him at his feet, he sent that mighty Prince 
to the Regions of Nothingness It was in the year 1164 of the 
Hedjrah After this, the camp was nothing but a scene of con- 
fusion and dismay and mistrust , but some of those personally 
attached to that unfortunate Prince, took up his body, and 
carried it to Aoreng-abad, where they buried it in the Garden of 
Saint Burhan-eddin, the Arabian, close to the tomb of his father, 
Nizam-el-mulk The Poet Mir-ghoolam-aaly, the Belgramite, 
who had lived upon terms of friendship and intimacy with him, 
and had enjoyed great offices in his Court, had drawn his chrono- 
gram in these verses 

"The illustrious Nawab, that great lover of justice, is gone 

" The sword of destiny did not give him time to display his great talents — he 
“ went away so soon , 

“ He was martyred the seventeenth of Moharrem, 

“ And the afflicted Poet has discovered his chronogram in these words — 

" The sun is gone, raise your lamentations and weep (227) I ” 

The Hand that wrote the events of Nassyr-djung's life in 
Heaven, having so suddenly closed its book, Hedaiet-muhi-eddin- 
qhan, from being kept a close prisoner, assumed the ensigns of 
Royalty, and displayed the standard of command and dominion 
Taking with him a body of French, and the ungrateful Afghans, 
he set out from PSlcherry for Haider-abad But the Supreme 
Avenger had already sown the seeds of retribution for the 
murder of Nassyr-djung, and they had taken so deep a root, 
that both the new Prince and the Afghans harboured already 


(227) This IS an allusion to the custom of India, where lamentations always 
ceasfe at sun set, to begin again at day-break 
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the utmost distrust and resentment (328) against each other 
The former bad even taken measures with the French for destroy 
ing the Afghans, and especially Himmct qhan, the CamatJcan , 
BO that on the seventeenth of the first Rcbi, exactly two months 
after Nassyr djung's murder, at a time when the army was cn 
camped at Lacra pill} , and seemed to have hidden the whole 
earth under the immense extent of its tents, the new Prince 
suddenly mounted his elephant with an Intention to attack the 
Afghans, and to make an end of them Himmct-qhan who was 
upon his guard, advanced to meet him at the head of a nnmer 
ous body of his own countrymen and it happened that, by a 
particular disposition of a watchful Providence which sought to 
avenge Nassyr-djung s murder both the perpetrators, that is 
Himmet-qban and HedaTet mafai^ddio>qhaD, were slam in the 
engagement HedaTet mnbl eddin-qban is the first in India who 
sought assistance from Nazareans (229), and who by Introducing 
those strangers Into hls dominions ruined his own family There 
v>*as then in the army a certain Ramdass a black Brahman of 
Sicacol who had enjoyed a small pay In some of Nassyr 
djoog's offices and this mao who bad the ment of having 
successfully intrigued mth the French, and procured the death 
of Nassyr djung had been taken into favour by the new Pnnee, 
and made a Prune Munster and honoured with the Bumarae of 
Radja Ragonat dass This man came non to cut an Important 
figure As to HedaTet rouhi eddin-qhan, he was fond of study 
and knowledge and was versed in books , but he made a parade 
of his learning, and his friends have praised him too much 
Duong that two days reign of his, BaJadji rSo the Marhatta, 
had marched from Poona to Aoreng-abad with a numerous army, 
which Shah nevai qhan the Governor of that country found 
means to send back by a present of fifteen lacs of rupees 

(238} Part of that reteatmeot wm» od accoont of thdr harlo; plaodered tb« 
Treasorjr « effectoaUj that tbetv remained oothl g for the pajoHot of the troopt. 
Inaonnicb that the Prime Minbter RamdaJt, to ctmcea] that penary 6lled the 
chests with ba^ of copper money 

(» 9 ) ChrlstlaQS thb b their name all orer the East cor had they any 
other for a centery aod^balf, althoof^i some Antiochlaos to dlstioxalsh tUeui 
•eires from the Helleebt Jews, assomed the name of ChristUiu Bat thb word 
wai taken np only by tboee that spoke Greak. Those that spoke Syriac and Hebrew 
or Arabic, contlooed to caQ themsatres Naaareana nor had they in Arabia, ris 
bnndred year* after toy other name^ nor hart they any other to tbb day 
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Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhaii having lost his life in e\piation 
cf Nassyr-djung's murder, and Himmet-qhan with his Afghans, 
those sworn enemies of Nizam-el-mulk^s offspring, having, been 
sent to roam in the desert of Nothingness, Ramdass, who had 
assumed the office of Deput) -General, and had the French in his 
party, raised to the throne Sdyd Mahmed-qhan, surnamed Selabet- 
djung, or the " Steadfast in Battles,*' third son of Nizam-el- 
mulk. The new' Prince immediately, on his accession, attached to 
his service both Ramdass and the French, with ivhom he march- 
ed to Aoreng-abad, where he passed the rainy season , and on 
the return of the fair weather, he marched out wuth an intention 
to chastise Baladji-rao for his late invasion With that view' he 
assembled his troops at Ahmed-nagor, from wdience he continued 
his route directl) to Poona. Baladji-rao, without suffering him 
to come so far, met him half-w'ay with an army of fifty thousand 
horse, but ivas defeated , at w’fiich time the French w'lth their 
quick musketry and their expeditious artillery drew slnoke from 
the Marhatta breasts Selabet-djung, after that victory, ruined 
and devastated tlie whole country as far as Poona, w'here a greater 
engagement took place on the beginning of the 3'ear 1765 It 
w'as in Moharrem, in which whole month the moon had remain- 
ed eclipsed , and the Marhattas, together with their General, 
having been endlessly busy m performing the religious duties 
enjoined on such a particular pheno.menon, they w'ere set upon 
in the night with so much success, that they lost a vast number 
of men, which the French consumed in shoals at the fire-altars 
of their artillery Baladji rao, who was actually busy at his 
devotions, and naked, had hardly time to throw himself upon 
an unsaddled mare, on which he saved his life, by flying with all 
his might The implements of his worship (230), which were all 
of gold, fell III the hands of both the Mussulmen and the Nazar- 
eans. But notwithstanding this mighty victory, such was the 
spirit of division that had seized Nizam-el-mulk’s family and 
army, that the victorious Selabet djung, so far from reap,ing 
any fruit from this victory, was himself in imminent danger, and 
on the point of succumbing 

(230) A man \.'ho has seen in Europe a Cabinet of Roman Antiquties, is very 
much surprised when he beholds the like pateres like cymbals, libation-vessels, fire- 
place-', and bells, used by the Gentoos m their devotions in India, fi^c, 
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As the army, on lU retnrn was marthjug over the plain of 
Paleki, on the tenth of the first Djamady of the year 1165 the 
Prime ilfinister Ramdass was set upon by some droops, and 
killed outright (231) Selabet djang continued his journey to 
Halder-abad from whence he sent for Shah nevaz qhan T\hom he 
In\e5tcd with the office of Prime Minister ind of his Lieutenant 
General The new Minister ivas going to apply to the duties of 
that important station when sudden intelligence came that the 
Pnnee of Princes Ghazi eddin qhao, h.\ving obtained the investi 
turo» of all the Soobahdancs of Decan, was coming at the head 
of a mighty army On this intelligence Shah nevaz qhan left a 
Deputy to execute his office, and departed for Kermla, the re 
sidence of Djanodjt salhar, a Marhatta Prince of the Barar The 
intention of this sadden voyage was to engage that Prince, and 
Iikenise Baladjl rflo who had been loconnecUon with the Minister 
so early as the times of Nuam el mulk, to mediate an accommo 
datioo between Selabet djuog and his competitor who bad 
amongst his troops a large body of Marhatta Cavalry command 
ed b^ Holkar malhar On Shah oevaz^qban s departure from 
HaTder*abad Semsam-ed-dOwlab was invested with the Govern 
ment of that Capital but Gbazi eddin qhan (332) suddenly 
dying at Aoreng abad Holkar malhar who bad got from him the 
gift of the nhole country of Qhandess Sunk mer, and Djalima, 
obtained form Selabet djung a confirmation of the grant and 
proved the only man that had benefited by those mighty troubles. 
After this Shah nevax-qhan quilted Kermla, and joined his master 
who had advanced near Aoreng abad to fight hia brother and 
nval There he re-assumed his office of Lieutenant General sent 
back Semsam-ed dSwlab to Haider abad, and as the rainy season 
was approaching both the Prince and the Minister took up their 
winter qnarters in that city 


(331) He wu killed bj so Afftun OScsf wfao lud uk*d bb errean In ■ 
h* gb^y tone of vcrfce, end on wboM £*ce ha made as if he ipH. TTie otier com plain 
ed to bb coonffTmeo, and the next day they broke npon the Ml bter In hb palcky 
where they backed him to pieces for bb bating attempted, (being a Genloo) to fpit 
lo the face of a Musolraxn 

(233) He waa BO old Impotent man and hi* yonthfal brother Selabet-djanp 
I trlgnedaoro ch with hb cider brotberb ladle* that they poUooed him, snd 
bro ght him to a endden death. 
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It was in this }ear 1164, that Radja Assin-sing, son to Radja 
Ad]et-sing-se\ ai, departed this life, and a report spread that he 
had been poisoned The Rnna of Oodeipur died at the same 
time It 15 also in this same year that Nassyr-djung, having 
been attacked by the French in the night, was in tlie confusion 
murdered by his ungrateful Afghan soldiers, and this intelli- 
gence reaching the Court at the end of the year, his elder brother, 
Ghazi eddin-qhan, took mourning for him, and being sent for to 
Court, was complimented with a Qhylaat to that effect As he 
was extremel} displeased with the Court, lie resolved to assume 
the Government of the whole Decan, and to make his residence' 
there ; but the Ministers insisted upon a present This affair took 
up some days, when it w'as accomplished at last , and the Qhylaat 
of that mighty Viceroyalty having been bestowed upon him, he 
departed to take possession, as we have already said 
^ After having given in this manner some account of the 
troubles in Decan, let us cast our eyes on those that arose on the 
affairs of Hindostan In the year 1165 Ahmed-shah, the Abdaly, 
came into that country for the fourth time, and marched towards 
Labor But the Viceroy Mir-mann8, alias Muaien-el-mulk, being 
informed of his coming, W'as beforehand wuth him, and not only 
resisted his attacks for four months together, but several times 
came out and drove him to a 'distance, insomuch that the Abdaly 
Pnnee became sensible that there was no going farther But 
jealousy and inner divisions, that bane of all Hindostani affairs, 
defeated so much resolution and so much good conduct Adina- 
beg-qhan, by his eternal treacheries, ruined this brave nobleman 
also , and Radja CSramuI, his Divan, a man really attached to 
his master, having been slain, all went to wreck after his death, 
and Mir-mann8 was overcome, as we are going to explain The 
repeated engagements between the two parties had already lasted 
four months, when Adina-beg-qhan, who intended treason under 
the mask of friendship, persuaded the Viceroy that it was now 
time to quit his intrenchment, and to advance in the plain 
CSramuI opposed this advice, and was of opinion that they ought 
to remain as they were three or four days more, after which the 
Abdali wanting provisions, and already tired of so bloody and 
so fruitless an expedition, would retire of his own accord This 
, was the wisest step, but the Vicero), prompted by his own ardour 
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and courage, listened to the iraportcnities of Adina beg-qhan 
and coming out of hu post he advanced towards the Abdali 
camp, and in his way stopped at some loft) ground covered with 
brick kilns, where he had planted bis cannon But this cannon 
after one discharge was found to want ammunition whilst a large 
number of camels, each loaded with a couple of Zemberccks or 
Swivels, of one pound ball came from the Abdall’s side, and by 
Adina beg^han’s advice, opened npon the Hlndostanies the 
Abdahes at the same time made an attack npon the camp In 
Mir mmaS this emergency Adina beg-qhan proposed to call Radja CSramul 
f* a body of troops from the intrenchmcnt The latter sent for 
answer that yesterday he had opposed the Viceroy’s going out, 
and now he was afraid that should he move from bis post, the 
soldiers, on seeing the back of bis elephant wonld think it a 
flight, and would possibly follow an error which would be 
enough to bnng on a defeat As the Viceroy found himself 
pressed repealed orders were sent to CSramol to come C8ra 
mul surprised and afflicted at the preciseness of the order 
assembled bis CommaDders, and having recommended to them 
flrmness and resolution be monnted his elephant, and went to 
wards his master He had hardly advanced one cosse from 
camp, when he perceived that those very Commanders, whom he 
had just been haraogoiog were in motion for a flight, with all 
their troops in the greatest disorder Straight he returned back, 
and putting himself at the bead of a few troops that made a 
stand he repulsed the Abdalics and he was following them out 
of the intrenchment, when he w'as struck b) a musket^ball that 
obliged him to surrender bis soul to bis Maker This man ivas 
his master’s universal agent, and the very soul of the army 
On seeing him fall, soldiers and officers took to flight, and the 
Viceroy having returned to the city sent the Mufti Abdollah to 
make an accommodation, in which it was agreed that Mir maonS 
should wait on Ahmed sbah-abdall This being agreed to the 
latter sent Djehan qhan, an officer of distinction to bring him to 
U»«Ucu*d camp, which commission this officer executed with the utmost 
b/tb«Tlctori deference and respect The Shah received the Viccro) with the 
utmost kindness made use of mild expressions to console him, 
and having, appointed him his Deputy and Lieutenant both in 
Labor and MSItan, he returned towards CabSl and Candahar, 
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two places that had become the Capitals of his dominions, and 
the places of his residence From that day those two rich prov- 
inces of Pendjab (233) and MSItan were severed from the Empire 
of Hindostan, and added to the new monarchy of the Abdalies 
Whilst the Abdaly King was stopped short by Mir-mann8, 
he sent an Ambassador to the Court of Delhi It was Calender- 
qhan This step having made impression on the Court of Delhi, 
which became apprehensive that the Abdalies would soon come 
upon the Capital, the Ministers wrote repeatedly to Ab81-mans8r- 
qhan, the Vezir, to take the Marhatta Malhar with him, and to 
return to Court with the utmost expedition The Vezir having 
sent for Malhar, engaged him, under promise of a mighty sum, to 
make the campaign with him , and he returned with his army, 
and with that General to the Capital. But meanwhile Djavid- 
qhan, the eunuch, who now acted as Prime Minister, finding him- 
self supported by a party of treacherous Grandees, all jealous of 
the fresh accession of glory which the Vezir might gam a second 
time, made haste to clap up a peace with Calender-qhan , and 
having granted him all his demands, as well as the cession of 
Pendjab and MSItan, he quickly dismissed him from the Capital. 
The Vezir being arrived after this treaty, was shocked at so 
shameful a compromise, and at so much precipitation In his 
resentment and indignation, he refused to come into the city, 
and encamped on the other side of the Djumna He afterwards 
sent word to the Ministers, that it was at their requests that he 
had brought the Marhatta Malhar with his whole cavalry, under 
promise of a mighty sum of money , and now that they had 
rendered that assistance unnecessary, who was to satisfy the 
Marhatta’s claims ? Such a requisition could not but embarrass 
them , but they were rescued out of their difficulties by a lucky 
event Ghazi-eddin-qhan, who had put on his Qhylaat for the 
Viceroyalty of all the Decan, was stopped short by the Ministers, 
who previously insisted on a Pishcush or present, which the 
other wished to avoid It was at this time that the Vezir sent 
his message, and put it in the Viceroy’s power to avail himself 
now of the difficulties under which the Court laboured, in order 
to carry his point. He sent them word that, if they would give 
him his patents without delay, he would undertake to satisfy 
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(233) Pandj-ab, Pente-potamia, 




338 


THE StilR 


The Ve*lr 
] a cessed at fo 
abamefal a 
cornpromtse. 


The Verir 
acts hb master 
at defiasce. 


Malhar’s demands, and would alio Uke that General with him 
The proposal being^ accepted he appointed hia own son as his 
Deputy at Court, took Malhar with him, and departed for his 
new Government 

After this departure, the Vexir entered the city but took 
up his abode m his own Palace (^34) Here he was greatly dis- 
contented, and shocked to see an eunuch, like Djavid qhan, 
dictate in all matters of State, and govern the Emperor s mind , 
and could by no means agree that such a man bbould have made 
a peace that dishonoured the Empire, by giving up tno important 
provinces, which had left open a large breach for the enemy s 
incursions into the heart of Hlndostan Ho was likewise jealous 
of the onfulpoteuce of the Empress-mother and of her eunuch, 
shocked at their meddling with every affair of State and uneasy 
at their being both leagued against him 

Whilst the Vcair n'as brooding upon his discontent, an 
e>cnt happened which ga\e offence to ail the world 7 *he Em 
peror prompted by these two persons had raised one Mia-qhan, 
a brother of hJs mother but an actor by profession, to the 
military grade of seven thousand horse, and to the surname 
of Milatekud edflSuIah or “ Trustworthy of the Empire ■" and 
to support the State incumbent upon such high titles, this man 
had been compUmonted nlth a complete household of elephant*, 
horses, &c, together with the late Emir-qban s Palace, ready 
furnished as it was By this profusion he brought this man 
forwards and made him 6gure amongst the mightiest Lords 
of the Empire, although it must be acknowledged that the new 
Lord was not destitute of good qualities, and did not avail 
himself of his favour but to oblige and to do good This pro- 
motion, however was looked upon as an affront to themselves, 
by all the Grandees of the Empire, and specially by the Veiir 
who resolved to nd himself of the umbrage which Djavid-qban 
gave him perpetually This eunuch who trusted so much to his 
influence, that he rubbed bis forehead against the third heaven had 
the imprudence to accept of an entertainment at the Vezir’s palace, 
where Aaly beg-qhan, the head Nassiqb-cbl, ah^ Shitab-djung, 

(fl34) As GrmodmMtar of Uw Artfllery be lud tbo conuniod of the Otadel / 
*ad u SaperinUad«it of Ghad-ghsiu or th*t U, the prirale tpirt 

merti, he wt* obUged to reside lo the at*M Md ereii wUhln the PsIko. 
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ripped open his bell) \Mth a stroke of a poniard, and killed him 
instantly. This e\ecution which had taken place by the Vezir's 
order, exasperated the Emperor and his mother, and, in older 
to ruin such an overbearing Minister, they resolved to join 
Int}2am-ed-dow’lah and all his other enemies 

Whilst the Court seemed convulsed with dissensions and 
jealousies, Gha/i-eddin-qlian w'as advancing b) long stages to 
Aoreng-abcid, one of the Capitals of Decan, where he made his 
entry, having with him the Marhatta Malhar, with his whole 
cavalr) But this man, who knew the difficulties under w’hich 
his new master laboured, availed himself of his situation to 
request that the province of Qhandess should be made over to 
him to insure the pa)ment of Ins troops , and the Prince, not 
thinking It proper in the beginning of his expedition to discon- 
tent a man at the head of such a force, gave him the patent of 
it under his hand and seal , and thus that fine province, the 
extent of which reaches to the very gates of Aoreng-abad, 
passed at once under the Marhatta dominion on these easy 
terms Ghazi-eddm-qhan, soon after this, on the seventeenth 
day after his arrival at that Capital, died suddenly , so that his Ghan-eddm- 
army and friends which had folio w^ed him from so far, in hopes ^Jrfd^erVo th^c' 
of bettering tlieir fortunes, having now' lost their leader, dis- Sovereignty 
persed of themselves, and none remained but his household suddenly 
servants, who, unwillingly to leave their master’s body in a 
foreign land, took it by turns upon their shoulders, and carried 
it to Shah-djehan-abad , and in this manner the dominion of 
all the Decans remained to Selabet-djung 

The death of Ghazi-eddin-qhan set young Mir-sheab-eddin, 
his son, to work He had been left in the Capital as Deputy to 
his father in his office of “ Lord of Lords ” The Emperor 
thought it enough to continue the young man in the enjoyment of 
certain surnames and titles that appeared to be hereditary in the 
family, and accordingly he was called, as well as his father and 
grandfather, “ The Champion of the Law, — The Prop of the 
“Kingdom, — The Brave Commander, ever Victorious in War” 

But as all these honours did not imply anything of his having 
been admitted as successor to his father, in his title and office of 
Lord of Lords, he went to the Vezir’s house, and he so affected 
both that Minister and his consort with compassion on his orphan 

S, M VOL III — 42 
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condition that the Vexir obtained hw request from the Emperor 
But the ungrateful young Lord forgetting the education he had 
received id that Minister's house where he had learned several 
languages acquired a taste for poetry, and had become a learned 
man as well as a good soldier, henceforward turned bis back on 
his benefactor and unmbdfol of the many obligations he owed 
to that family and the constant support he bad received from it, 
he joined lutyiam ed-d5wlah, and the Emperor ivith his mother, 
in the conspiracy of oversetting the Vexir and demolishing his 
power Nor was it long before the Minister had information of 
this conspiracy, for m a few days the Emperor sent him word, 
to desire his leaving to His Majesty the disposal of the artillery 
and of the bathing place that is the pnvate apartments and be 
recommended to him a better discharge of his duty as a Veilr 
For the latter sensible that a breach had now taken place between 
himself and his master abstained henceforward from going to 
Court and the Emperor intimidated at this, commenced caress 
ing him anew and he eveu went to see him in which visit he 
excused what had passed, and seemed to have regained hii 
heart But as the reconcibatlon on either side went no farther 
than the lips and it was evidently defective In truth and imcenty 
months after months were spent in fruitless negotiations to the 
very beginning of the jear 1166, and even the first six months 
of that year were taken up In negotiations, and likewise m giving 
birth to some events which we are to mention 

The Vczir was at a loss how to act. To levy war against 
the Emperor seemed both improper and odious and on the other 
hand he apprehended that the conspiracy aimed at his life as 
well as at his power and influence TTie truth is that he had 
neither that fund of policy nor that blaxe of darlngnesi re- 
quisite for an enterprise of such a high nature , he had not that 
disregard to scruples necessary to a man that had conceived 
such high flown projects nor that stiffneijs of mind that enables 
him to overlook all obstacles and to set at nought all consider 
ations he wanted also a sulBaeut extent of genius to take an 
adequate view of the strength of hu party, and he had too high 
an opinion of that of his enemies In fact, such was the opinion 
entertained of his power, in the beginamg of the troubles and so 
inconsiderable appeared in comparison both Intyxam-ed dfiwlab, 
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and that child of Mir-sheab-eddin that, had he only opened 
his mouth, there were many Commanders in his service, who 
on a single order of his ^^ould have gone, seized, and bound 
those two Lords in their very lodgings , nor had either of them 
dared to offer the least resistance in such a case Destiny blind- 
ed the Vezir’s eyes, and shut up his ears effectually And the 
Emperor sensible of his irresolution, wTote him a note at mid- 
night, the purport of whieh had been agiced to in a Council 
betw'een those two Lords and the Court eunuchs It w^as in the 
Emperor’s own hand The Emperor having sent for the Deputy- 
Grandmaster of the artillery, w'ho, as such, had the command 
of the Citadel of Shah-djehan-abad on the Vezir’s part, bid him 
carry the note himself, and added to it a long message upon 
several subjects The foolish man excused himself on the im- 
propriety of quitting his post , but the Emperor insisted, adding 
that it was for a matter of importance w'hich admitted of no 
delay The man had the simplicity to take up the note, and to 
carry it directly As soon as he was out of the gate, the Em- 
peror ordered all the gates to be shut up, and admittance to be 
denied the man for the future At the same time the garrison 
placed by the Vezir, and wdiich w'as all composed of his owm 
troops, was driven out of the Citadel wuth much ill usage All 
the Vezir’s friends and officers wet e likewise forbidden admit- 
tance Moreover, the cannon on one of the tow’ers, which com- 
manded the Vezir's Palace, w'as turned against it, and every 
preparative w’as made for contention and war The Vezir w'ho 
conceived that contending w'lth an armed hand against the 
Emperor would redound to his dishonour, render his perbon 
odious, and bring upon him the imputation both of rebellion 
and ingratitude, submitted to his fate, and only asked leave to 
repair to his Governments beyond the Djumnah (235) ; and this 
being denied, he took his own party, came out of towni without 
leave, encamped at about two or three cosses distance, and 
resolved to go to his Governments without leave indeed, but, if 
possible, wuthout battle or bloodshed This resolution w'as no 
sooner know', than his enemies resolved to attack and fight 
him, and even to have his life 

(235) Ilah-abad and Aood are, with respeet to Delhi, both beyond the 
D)umna 
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Princes and tinvinn sent 1.1 ^ one of Ihe Imperw! 

hold of SSrSd, tna((® .nvltedthaTDmtV"'""^ ° 
into Ills strvJce Th. ^,1. -^°tBjattP gjic<~ to com e a^m 

,o.:Z:ZT1;, ZT7 
-tr:;a:::LLt\T"r ^p-trre 

from that high office and'L't ‘j* him 

«■> of therie St If on Iot^„ edKlfla-fah, 

no.,n.hstLi::K‘;::::t ?'^'’“ “ Mlrsheab-edd.; 

and much penetration tie e j *** endowed with conrnge 
Wing an arm;, and fighiin^r V^Tr 
“tnetlme to his asst tape!,,, '"’““'’“'d nt the 

inuoetnrda toTi7m_ a StettoiffiacJiatt^or 

tfr? Llmrons of the Capital One of r^^Tnff^T^3jili-<5han tha 
Robillab, a Comraandar who already bore a character for courage 
and danngness ae well aa for undfrataoding and cooduct This 
is the man whom nvc shall see rUe gradually in the sequel 
and by dint of ment only fo (he high dignity of Etnir o! nmra, 
or Prince ol Princes of Hlodostan All the Zcrolodars of the 
nefgbbouihood whether of illnslrious descent or of new faniilJes 
like Chita gSdjcr and BeI8 qhan all the S6yda of Barr all the 
noblemen of ancient families who lived retired these many years 
for instance Mabroed sadyc qhan son toS€if ollah-qhan Viceroy 
of Tatta , all these came and offered their services or were 


invited over Amongat these lest was my forgiven father who 
after having been preferred by the Verir to the a^mmand of 
PanipSt and the other eighteen Districts of the dependence of 
the Qhallssa office, bad of late faffen under his displeasure and 
that of Abdol medjid qhan, the Cashrnerian and was kept in 
confinement for ^ome balances set hp against him The Court 
sj-stem being no« so far changed he was forgiven the above 
balances sent for and introduced to the Emperor, by Hsdyz 
mohtflr-qhan dS a nobleman worthy of his favour He on his 
aide sent for some of his ancient troops and Commanders, and 
having as isted them with some money to fit themselves np he 
engaged tbcm all in the Imperial ervlcc All these w’arlikc 
preparations in the middle of the city and the many engagements 
that followed, seemed to shake every house in its loupdatjons 
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"rom the beginning of Redjeb, in the }ear 1166, for full six 
nonths together, the streets of the city became the theatre of 
,var and bloodshed The Vezir’s troops, which were commanded 
nostly by able officers, all old soldiers, jealous of their honour, 
lislinguishcd themselves on all occasions, and above all others, 
he famous Ghossain or Fakyr, Radj-ender-gur, who had of late 
Lcquired so much honour at the siege of Ilah-abad, and nov had 
:ome of his ovn motion to join the Vezir’s cause, this man 
nade nothing of throwing himself amongst the very fire of the 
mperial Artillery, and of killing and \\ ounding every day numbers 
)f people upon the very muzzles of their guns He had but a 
ew bravoes with him, but all as determined and as invulnerable 
IS himself, and so often did he come off unhurt from desperate 
mgagements, that a notion pre\ ailed that he had some piece of 
vitchcraft about his body, or some talisman about his person , 
ind this notion, which took root in people’s mind, rendered him 
jtill more formidable, when one day he was shot dead by a ran- 
fom musket-ball , and then the prepossession disappeared It was 
n such a scene of confusion and blood-shed that Saadat-qhan 
mierged again from his corner This man whom we have seen 
iismissed from his office and dignity of Emir-ul-umrah, and who 
3n that account had conceived an implacable hatied against the 
Smperor, availed himself of the opportunity to come out again, 
ind to figure upon the theatre of the world He wrote to the 
^^ezir that he wished to join him, and requested only that a body 
Df troops should march towards the Monument of the Prince of 
men , and this being complied with, he under pretence of going 
-hither in pilgrimage, joined the Vezir’s troops, and went into 
his camp This could not be a mighty acquisition to the Vezir, who 
underwent a loss on the other side , for Mir-sheab eddin haiing 
published at the same time, that whate\ er trooper had the letter sin 
stamped upon his horse, might come over, and would be received 
at fifty rupees per month, besides a hundred rupees for his 
entrance, and this proclamation having been rumoured in the 
Vezir’s camp, almost all those of that description (and they were 
mostly 1 Sranians, as well as he that invited, them,) deserted, and 
came over to the Imperialists, to the number of some thousands 
Sheab-eddin had even the art to bring religion into the party 
He assembled all the Cashmirians and all the Pendjabians who 
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are all zealous Sunnles, and having set up a standard, as if their 
religion had in danger, he published that the Vezir was a 
Shyiah, and a Rafzy, or blasphemer (336), and he inMled all the 
Mussulmen to join against one that had blasphemed the sac 
cessors and W'aged war against them He added that this was a 
sacred war, and that, as such, It conferred the ments of martyrdom 
on whoever should perish in it On this publication, thousands 
and thousands of armed men flocked towards the standard, and 
nothing was heard but cries of four successors, and four friends 
and whoever was met with in the streets, and snspected to be a 
Sh^iah, or even a well wisher of the Vewr’s was sure of being 
stnpped and beaten some even were killed The house of the 
late Mahtned issaoqhan, inhabited by his twobrothers Mfrza aaly 
qhan and Salar djung, was plundered and sacked, as was that of 
IsmaGl beg qban, a principal Commander In the VeziHs army 
whose house was Lnonn to be replenished with precious arms, 
money jewels and rich furniture to the amount of several corors 
In short, nq^an of charactcc» who was kuon n to be either In the 
VertHs army or In his interest escaped unhurt- The bcises of 
every one of them were ptondered and sacked nor did any part 
escape devastation but the women s apartment To punish these 
p excesses, S8r8 dj roulj , the Djatt attacked, by the VeziHs order, 
thatpart_qf the city caljed old Delhi and n jicb is e\ en ne berap d 
at^raore populous than Shah djehan-abad itself and he plunder 
ed^d sacked j^so thoroughly that an Infinity of people Jost 
their consorts and chOdren and were totally mined, besides 
numbers that >\erc massacred A roDltllude of ail sorts had taken 
refuge in the house and quarter of Shah bassult son and sue 
cessor to shah mahmed djaafer on the eTpectation that his holy 
character being exceedingly respected by every one, and by the 
Vezir amongst others who lived on terni'^ of fnendbhip and 
intimacy with him would prove a safeguard to his house and 


(ajO) The Shylahi, not wtbfied with rejecting th* tir« Lordi, whom we bare 
been matloning tome time ago nanwly Ab3*b«]cr Omtr ixtd Otmi (iltiiooxl) 
thty did retJIj tn ccee d, and carried th* MonoImaB nima from tie Loire In Frai>ce 
to th* Ganges Id India,) load them with abate 8r>d InrrctlTts althoogli tbej hare 
b**o the Prophet'* pr o te c t or a, and bad mad* him their *cni-Io»Iaw Hence, as 
aggressors, they are called Blaephefflers or Rafadhles by the Snonls.— The 
Emperor of Hlndoitan, being tepoted a focceiior to thcie aacceiion 1» hhnsell 
ftykd a Qhallf 
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quartet in thr qont ral plun«loi am) maesnOK , l)ut they wore 
mi'-takrn, and Iho'-c (k'ludod ponplo undort\< nt tin sann' unliappy 
fate nc the tUhti'' Xo rc'-pcr:, nn rcqaril uas paid to il,— hut 
1 ( t u? pa<'' in .‘■lienee omt all lho<t horror>-, — for past is \\liat is 
pr<t — O God {)rtsor\f us. pres'txt all the Iinainites from such 
da)-: as i 1 ksc(* 37 ) After st\ monilis' s!auj;(ht(„r and ruin, both 
parties bt canw tir« d of *>01,11 a hfi , and both soomf d tlesirous of 
a peace I he l-injjeror and his Miitistcrs vent the first incssnjjc , 
and the \r?ir, who was lind of the iimn< nse esptnses he d.ai!) 
incurred and who au;pircd no pond fr<nn all these troubles, 
oa\e his cons* nt Int\ /'afn-ed.dov\ lah served as mediator in tin 
terms of tlu a^irfiannt, am! tin's w.is, that llie two Govi rn* 
nn nt.s of Ildo'^bad atul \Sd slionld hr left to the Vczir. These 
lertns Inving lu 1 1 agn < d to, the latter in the* In ginning of the 
\ear iiC;, set out hn those counliiev, and left llie field to Afir- 
sluab-eddin 

This daring soung man had, during the wear with the Vc 7 ir, 
called to his as*sistance from Maha, the Marhatl.a General 
UoKar-malhar, ender promise of a high pay, but he armed ; 
after th* ( euiusidn of tin* pcaet* Xe\erlht less, as the Minister) 
was lugnU exasperated against the Djatls for their connections ^ 
with tlu V(?ir. and the assistance the} had given him, and as 
on the othi r hand. In was found of rein.iming in power, lie a\ ailed 
himself of the .un\ il of the Marhatta troops to fall upon tin* 
Djalt SSfMdj-mitll The latter who thought himself o\er-makhcd 
in the field, look sljclU r in certain strong fortresses of his, 
known under the names of Dig, Coinir, .and Buhret-poor, where 
he was immediately besciged , and as it is impossible to take 
such fortresses without battering cannon, Mir-sheab-eddin wdio 
feared lest matters should draw* to a length, sent to the Emperor 
to request some hea\y artillery. The person he sent was 
Ak)*bet-mahmood-qhan, a Caslnninan, who was everything in 
that Minister’s house, but, however, a wicked dangerous man, 


N*cw troubles 
in Delhi. 





{237) Had not the author been a moil bigotted Shyiab, he would not have 
spoiled that fine exclamation by restricting that benevolent wish of his to the Imamites 
only, that is, to the Shyiahs The text has the word MBmmimti, which signifies the 
faithful, and which Shyiahs assume to themselves exclusively to all other Mussulman, 
The exclaimation, besides i(s inhurran partiality, is inconsequent, it being the 
Sunnies who actually had lost their consorts and their lives by the violence of the 
Shyiahs, whereas the latter had lost only some property by the Sunnies. 
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sedilloos and factious to a high degree This request did not please 
Intyram ed dflwlab, the Vciir, who was ao honest well meaning 
man He knew tliat as soon as those fortresses sh ould have be en 
taken, both th^master^amd thc_«voy ^would not fai l to return to 
the dty, and to avail them selves of thhir prevalence to torment 
indiscnminately_both friends and foes He therefore a^i3,edJhe 
Emperor to refusj^ tlie artUI^r y The Casbmirian apprised of 
that, formed himself a party amongst the Mani>oobdar8 or 
Milltar} Officers of the Crown and the people dependent on the 
artvUery and partly b) threats and by promises of plunder, as 
>^cll as by a vanety of other means be engaged them to join hb 
party in taking Inlyxam ed>dOw!ah out of the- uay Having 
fixed a day for this purpose, he assembled a multitude of people 
and made an attack upon that Mmbter s bouse , but being 
repulsed he quitted the dty and pulling himself at the head of 
several bodies of baoditties that joined together he fell a plunder 
ing all those Oistncts that depended on the Qbalissa office, at 
the head of which presided that oobleman, as well as all those 
in the environs of the Capital which be knew to be held as 
Djaghlr* by the several Lords of the Court 

Whilst he was busied in that manner, SSrSd) mull, bes^ieg ed 
ID hb fort ress sent up several requests both to the Empero r 
and to Intyxam ed-dOwUb, bis Minister, represenUng, '* That if 
* they suff ered sbeab eddln and his Mar ha tt^ with 

hia schemes, a time would come when he would tur n bis eyes 
upon the throne itself as well as upon the Vezirship, and 
' would attempt to overturn the Government, so as to new model 
It to his own mind That he therefore submitted it to the 
‘ Impenal wisdom whether m such a state of things it would 
not be proper for His Majesty to come out with his Mmbter 
and army, and under pretence of bnngmg into order the 
‘ Districts of the Imperial demesnes, and hunting on the way, 
to advance as far as Sekenderab, where it would be easy to 
send for Abool mansSr qhan a man who in such a case would 
‘ not fall to join In crushing Mir sheab-eddln and the Marhattas ' 
This advice having been approved by both the Emperor and the 
Mlniiter, the Monarch set out on a hunting party, and took with 
him the ladies of his sanctuary as well as lib Ministers all the 
Lords of the Court, as w’cll as hb army and artillery In the 
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course of lus hunting he, from plain to plain, advanced as far as 
three or four cosses beyond Sekenderah But he was averse 
from the party of applying to Ab81-mans8r-qhan , nor was it 
better relished by either his mother, or the Vezir, Intyzam-ed- 
dowlah, who after Djavid-qhan’s death, had leagued with that 
Empress I n comp l ying with this p ar t of S8r8dj-mull’s advic e, 
the y seemed to act with dilatormess and reluctanc e All these 
counsels and this irresolution having been reported to Mir- 
sheab-eddin, who was exceedingly alert and intent upon his 
own schemes, he re-called Akybet-mahm8d, and sent him to 
- the Empeior’s camp, as if to give him advice that some thousajnds 
of disb anded Marhatta horse, having made their appearance in 
his neighbourhood, had suddenly disappeared witl^ut it being 
known where they would shew themselves again The envoy 
having said so much, returned to his master The slothful 
Emperor paid no great attention to the message, and the negli- 
gent Vezir, whose particular business it was to watch over the 
army, and to insure the honour of the Imperial household, as 
well as the safety of the Imperial person, quietly went into his 
tent, and fell to his afternoon’s nap, after having heard the 
message But the Marhatta General, Holcar Malhar, was not so 
sleepy Highly incensed against the Emperor andhis Minister 
for t heir deni al of some heavy cannon, he had lef t his son, Ghandi- 
rao, to keep the Dj atts in a w^, and had set put h imself wit h a 
view to distress the Imperial camp with respect to water and 
forage, and by that means to find some opportunity to lay hold 
of the cannon, or at least to strike some good blow , he also wished 
to have no sharer in this expedition, and to be left to himself 
Without giving any intimation of his design to any one, not 
even to- Mir-sheab-eddin, he set out in the beginning of the 
night, passed the Djumna at the ford of Mahtra, and was close 
to the Imperial army, before any one knew of his having so 
much as left his camp , and, first of all, he fired some rockets 
• to feel the pulse of the enemy At sight of these, it was conclud- 
ed in the Imperial camp that MahmSd was burning some village 
in the environs, and the matter appearing of no consequence, 
no one concerned himself in examining more narrowly into the 
matter, when at the latter part of the night, it was found that 
Holcar himself was at hand On this intelligence the Emperor 
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him abo Mir aal) -asghar-CSbra, of whom we have spoken raacb 
in Aaly verdy-tjhanb history lastly, Mubani qhan with a 
number of other persons of distJrtclion He passed the mourn 
ing days of the month of Moharrem at PatSdy, and on the 
beginning of the year 1163, he arrived at a place called Niro 
ram in the country wh ere Radja S8r8dj moll had r^ Ued 
a small mud fort, m whi ch be kept a certain no mber of me n 
Some"^f~ 5 aaBat-qhan s people having picked np a quarrel with 
those of the fort drove them away and It was upon such a 
mighty success that the new Viceroy ordered his music to play 
in token of victory after which getting into his tent, he resolved 
to halt there In the morning as every one expected that he 
would pursue his intended journey to NarpSul m Adjrair where 
he had ordered his equipage to proceed the thoughtless 
Mceroy u ho earned a head without brains, countermanded it 
at once, and abandoning the original scheme upon AdjmIr he 
turned his views wholly upon settling the Government of Acbar 
abad and quarrellin g ^ Ith S8r8d j mull th e Djatt nor would 
he hear of anything else Aaly RSstem qhan who had two 
thousand horse of his own together with Fatch-aaly-qban who 
had seyen hundred were at the head of bis vanguard, and had 
already proceeded on their march when they were counter 
manded and sent for to a Council of War-; to which were like 
wise summoned Hekim<qban who commanded the right wing, 
at the bead of two thousand horse , and Mubraiz-qban who 
with an equal number, commanded at the left and also Sdyd 
abdol-aaly-qhan, and Mlr-aaly Asghar CSbra, now styled Mum 
taz djung All these, surprised at this sudden change, were 
unanimous in their opinions. ** They represented tha t to pick 
' up a quarrel with the Djatt wastmproper b^ that it would 
be vexy'pfopcr'fo^go^iTwit^ the original project of taking, 
first of all possession of Adjmir, where Abi sing had offered 
his asslftan^aad an addition of revenue, and where he was 
‘ already arrived to make his preparatives That by pursuing 
' that scheme they would put to a trial the quality of their 
' troops, and would also infuse confidence in them, by such a 
‘ successful expedition That this project being once accomplish 
'ed it would be then time to think of bnngmg to order the 
“ country of Acbar-abad and likewise, that here too Baht sing’s 
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“assistance and advice ^^ould prove useful; after which it 
“ would become an easy matter to bring S8r8dj-mull himself 
“ to order ” This advice was good, but the ignorant Governor 
was inflexible, and he immediately sent dromedaries to bring 
back his baggage, a counter-order which those offlcers were 
obliged to comply with, and also to forward to others, but it 
was noon-day before they would come back The army was 
ordered to proceed to Soba-chund’s Caravanserah, where the 
Viceroy passed the night The next morning, he commanded 
the men of his equipage to set out with Fateh-aaly-qhan and 
his corps, and to make a grand forage T he Piatt informe d 
of this, prese nted themselves in force, and th e Radja hims elf 
followed with so much expeditio n that bot h armies were in sight 
at noon By this time Fateh-aaly-qhan had sent nord that 
both forage and gram had been laden in quantities, and were 
ready , but that bodies ^ Djatts w ere making their appearance, 
and rendering the march of the convoy impracticable, unless 
some other Commanders w'ere sent to his assistance R8stem- 
aaly-qhan w'as immediately ordered on that service wuth his 
corps But before he could arrive, the greatest part of the day 
was already spent , so that Hekim-qhan-qhoshbuki, who had 
been all this w^hile desirous of a quarrel with the Djatts, thinxing 
his honour concerned in this deiay7~ioTlowmd him immediately, 
without being ordered He had with him as many of his cavalry 
as were at hand, about seven hundred in all , but by this time 
there remained no more than two hours of day-light Hekim- 
qhan seeing this, sent word to Aaly-rBstem-qban, that night was 
coming, and that it would be better to return The latter 
answered that Fateh-aaly-qhan was more advanced than him, 
and that if he could prevail upon him to come back, himself 
(Aaly-r8stem-qhan) would follow After having said so much, 
he galloped up to him, and both joining together vv'-ent to Fateh- 
aaly-qhan, to whom they proposed a retreat The other, becom- 
ing prouder by the invitation, answered that they might retreat 
first, and that he would follow They represented , they entreated , 
it did not avail The two Commanders, seeing his obstinacy, 
resolved to stay likewise although the sun was setting, and 
they sent wmrd to the Viceroy, that the Djatt army was in si^t 
and so near, as to render a retreat dangerous by nigHt , but that 
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they proposed to pass it apon the spot, lo expectation that he, 
their Genera] would march immediately with the army to their 
relief Instead of that the obstinate, ignorant Saadat-^han tent 
them word to retreat and come back They obeyed It toon 
became dark, and those men that had been exposed to the 
beat of the whole day without either victuals or drink, were 
hastening" to their camp, whilst thone that were raw troopt and 
had not yet seen any firing, were endeavouring to distance the 
others The cannon moreover was ordered to march In front, 
lest It should be set upon la the dark, and fall into the hands 
of ^e enemies The ,Pja.tts observing the confusion in which 
they marched followed them and c^mg close^ in TmaTPdistinct 
bodies, they commenced an incessant fire upon them, without 
quitting their horses On this Aaly roostem-qhan’s elephant 
growing unruly Hekim qban approached him, and after many 
efforts and repeated attempts, he at last found means to draw 
him upon his own elephant. He wa^ hardly seated and the 
elephant was rising, when Hekim*qhan received a mosket ball 
in the throat, and fell dead instantly Another bullet wounded 
Aaly rooitem«qhaa The flight now became general Nambers 
nere slain and numbers being wounded the survivors reach 
ed Saadat qhan s camp which they filled with confosion and 
fear The General himself became fearful and was confounded 
And now the advanced troops of the enemy appeared in 
sight, and setting up a war-cry, they struck up such a panic 
in Saadat-qbao'a breast that be wanted to get away, and to 
make his escape bad not Mir*aaly asgar c8bra and his other 
Commanders stopped him ivitb threats, and obliged him to stay 
by mam force keeping so careful an ^e upon him that he 
could not move. Luckily that the Djatt Pnnee having risen 
only In his own defence, did not choose to aBl3elhe consequence 
of seiring or killing a Lord of Lords and that be contented 
himself with besieging the camp for two or three days together 
at the end of which be sent proposals by the canal of Fateh-aaly 
qhan an officer with whom he was acquainted These having 
been accepted with a great deal of joy S8r8d] mull sent his o wn 
son Radj^a D|evaher mull who paid a respectful visit to Saadat 
qhan Mdcondoled an agreement on several condition t, two 
of which were, that the dependants of the Lord of Lords should 
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not cut any Pipol-trcc (224), nor offer any insult or injury to the 
temples of the country, or to any object of their worship and 
veneration. These and some other conditions being agreed to, 
Saadat-qhan signed the inominious treaty R adja SSrSdj-m ull 
added, that should the Viceroy promise upon oath not to advance 
farther than Narnoul, he vould himself follow the army and be 
assisting in that expedition, with his person and advice, in 
which case, he would undertake to bring the Radj’poots of those 
parts to an accommodation, by which they would oblige them- 
selves to the payment of fifteen lacs, which he would take upon 
himself 

It was after such a ridiculous campaign, and such an infamous 
accommodation, that Saadat-qhan quitted the Djatt country to 
resume his expedition towards Narnoul. He w'as all the w'hile 
accompanied by the Radja at the head of his Dj atts, wdio always 
encamped at tw'o or three cosscs distance, iil such a manner 
that messages and agents were continually exchanging on both 
sides, and in tins manner they arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Narnoul, w'here Baht-sing came to pay his respects to tlie 
Viceroy. On hearing of the shameful treaty, lately concluded 
wuth the Di atts, h e expressed his surprise and detestation, and 
proposed to him to recover Ins honour by marching against the 
RadjpSts of Adjmir, that is, by supporting his own projects 
This advice huNing been aprroved by Saadat-qhan, it gave 
offence to the Djatt-Prince, who saw how matters went, and took 
his leave and returned to his owm country, leaving Saadat-qhan 
at liberty to pursue his expedition That Viceroy being now^ 
arrived near Adjmir, marched on rapidly for twenty cosses, and by 
Baht-sing’s advice'he took possession of the Gocul-gaut, a difficult 
passage, which is near the city of Adjmir But Radja Ram-sing 
was soon on the other side of the pass. This Prince, better 
known under the name of Docul-sing, had wuth him the Radja 

(224; The Pipol-tree, is, as well as the Berr, or Burr, the Banian tree, an 
object of veneration, and the Deus termtmtis of India Both trees serve for mark- 
ing boundaries , both are milky, stem and leaves , both drop from their branches 
tendrils that reach the ground, and become so many new trees supporting the widely 
extended branches of their parent stock, and both m the original stem look rather 
like a group of trees soldered together, than like one trunk of a single tree Both 
produce a red fruit exactly like a small European-fig, but nearly insipid, end which 
serves only to fatten green Pigeons, Parrots, and Monkeys 
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Aaam aing son to Radja Dehiradj djehi sing set and both 
were at the head of an army which could not be less than thirty 
thousand horse, tvith a numerous artillery, and eter} necessary 
requisite for war So great a superiority did not damp Saadat 
qhan s eagerness This Viceroy, after spending some days at 
Adjmir in expectation of being joined bj Radja Baht sing, made 
haste to come out The first day's march was to Boorigur the 
second to the little mod fort of Shir sing the third to Mirta, and 
the fourth to a place called Pi bar, in which last march the two 
armies had a sight of each other They had set out on both sides 
with mtenbon to fight, and Baht sing bad informed Saadat-qban, 
that It was not proper to part with him or to march on as he did 
as the enemy had planted all his cannon on that side Saadat 
qhan, who had never in hia whole life listened to any sober 
advice was so senseless as to observe, '* TkaJ men dtd not turn 
^ about After having once marched in another directtonf and 
he went on as be bad commeqced Baht sing seeing bis ob 
8 fallacy left him and marched on, but slanting from the front, 
where he knew so much cannon to have been planted The 
Radjpoots, v^o had passed the mgbt close to their cannooj see 
log Saadat qhan s troops advance so inconslderatelyL kept them 
selves quet and in silence, until the enemy bad ci^me within 
reach, when they let fly such a shower of canndn and musket 
balls, as did a great deal of execution in the enemy’s ranks 
where vast numbers were slain This discharge was but faintly 
returned by Saadat qhan a people who were already in confusion 
It ^ras already coon day the sun shone with Intolerable ardour 
and the cannon and muskets became so hot that there was no 
handling any of them A cessation of arms as if by common 
conseut, took place — Saadat qhan s men, pressed by thirst, in 
a country where ualcr is scarce, dispersed everywhere, and 
numbers approached inadvertently close to the RadjpSts in seardi 
ofthat r^reshmenL Ttc^RadjpSls perceiving their distress, by 
the parchedness of their faces, and the lolling of their tongues, bad 
the generosity to send people to show them some springs hidden 
in tho Hand and tlicse men after having refreshed plentifully 
both man and horse would carry them back to the spot where 
they had taken them up, and would dismiss them with these 
Words Begone and avaunt! For now wc are enemies dgain 
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The sudden cessation on both sides, and the assistance given so 
timely by the Radjpoots, hath something odd and incredible in 
it, but they are, however, completely well attested I put the 
question to several officers and others that had been relieved in 
that manner, and amongst others, to Seyd Ismail-aaly-qhan, son 
to my uncle, Abd81-aaly-qhan , and he, as well as the others, 
always answered in the affirmative Nor is it but upon such a 
strong testimony, that I have thought this particular worthy of a 
place in this history This behaviour of the Radjpoots does them 
a deal of honour , but such a generosity is in their character 
May God Almighty please to infuse such benevolent inclinations 
in the hearts of all the nations of the World i For He is the 
source of all power and all mercifulness 

This spot IS not far from the mountains of Dj8deyp8r, not 
above twenty or thirty cosses distance, or at most three days’ 
journey Saadat-qhan, desirous to get out of such a critical spot, 
and unable, moreover, to go on with the expenses of an ex- 
pedition that produced no resource, at a time too when the rainy 
season was at hand, resolved to make an accommodation, and 
to return to Adjmir, and so on the Capital. In vain did 
Bhat-sing represent, " That this expedition was more important 
“ than anything to be compassed in the Capital. That the 
“ Princes of that country, being the noblest of all the RadjpSts, 
“ and such as were acknowledged for having resigned in time of 
“yore all over Hindostan, the bringing them under subjection 
“ would not only greatly redound to his honour, and engage the 
“ other Zemindars to submit of their own accord, but would in 
“ time produce such fruits as -would surpass his utmost expect* 
“ ations In vain did he add, that so soon as the country of 
“ Adjmir should be subdued, his character, enhanced in the eyes 
“ of men by such an expedition, would be greatly conducive 
“ in bringing to terms the Djatt S8r8dj-mull, an d in red uc* 
“ mg to controul the country about Acbar-abad ’’ All those 
reasons p rod uced lTo Than ge in hlT^mind And this is the more 
unaccountable, as Baht-sing had during this whole expedition 
proved. of great service, notwithstanding the junction effected 
between the Marhattas, commanded by Malhar’s son , and the 
enemy , for he hadall along supplied the army with necessaries, 
and had exhibited much wnsdom and a variety of talents, in 
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occasionally extricating Jt from its difBcultles Finding that 
Saadat-qban was bfint on an accomodation, he kept himself 
at home, without interfering any more The Marhatta General 
likewise took his leave of Ram sing and of Aasir sing’s son, and 
went home Saadat qhao having by treaty received three lacs 
of lupecs, suffered the rest to be pnt off in a vanety of instal 
ments, consisting of money and effects, which were to be paid 
80 mneb at such a place, and eo much at another After this 
treaty, he quitted Pelpar and arrived at Adjmir, at which place 
my uncle, S^yd Abdool aaly-qban being sensible of Saadat-qhan’s 
levity and want of understanding, resigned his service, and took 
his leave But as he bad ran himself m debt in a service, which 
yielded nothing that year but a prospect of preferment he was 
obliged to sell his elephants and some of his furniture, in order 
to pay of his troops and bis creditors after which he returned 
immediately to Shah-djehan abad, where heanng that the Veiir 
^vas gone on an expedition against the Afghans he only tamed 
three days in that Capital and marched out to join him and he 
^v■8 already advanced to Kevol when he met some of the run 
aways of the Vairis army The Verlr himself arrived the next 
day Abdool aaly qhan having found here an opportunity of 
paying that Minister his respects returned with bis retinue to 
the Capital where on being asked bis advice a few days after, 
be proposed taking into bis service Radja Babt sing as well as 
the two Morbatta Generals 

As to Saadat-qhao after spending one year and some months 
in that fruitless expedition he arrived at the Capital in the 
beginning of the year 1164 and as be bad lost his character m 
that expedition where he had earned little money and numeroos 
troops, he was on bi$ returnr perpetually reproached and In 
suited by those people nho insisted upon bemg paid their arrears 
Becoming contemptible by so manv repeated assaults and In 
suits, he had the folly to expect a supply of money from the 
Emperor and as he was not beard he had the imprudence to 
mention the Emperor’s name, as well as that of Djavid qhan 
his ft\onrite in terms of disrespect making so little secret of 
his sentiments when at home, that they became the constant 
topic of his conversation Not satisfied even with that, he in a 
fit of passion resolved to go to Court and to get himself righted, 
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happen what it would He mounted his liorse, and taking his 
spear in his hand, he got within the Palace, and attempted to 
go as far as the Emperor, to whom he intended to represent his 
grievances in an angry tone of voice Djavid-qhan, the Super- 
intendent of the Hall of Audience, seeing in what plight he was, 
requested him not to appear in the Emperor’s presence The 
other finding himself obstructed, vented his resentment both 
against His Majesty and the eunuch, in such terms as came 
uppermost, and after that, he returned home; but he was hardly 
landed, when a body of soldiers came to confiscate his property. 
And thus from the summit of honour and affluence, he fel? in a 
little time into the greatest contempt and distress. His title of 
“ Lord of Lords” was bestowed on Ghazi-eddin-qhan, eldest son 
to the late Ni_zam-el-mulk, who received the Qhylaat of it the 
next day , and Saadat-qhan, deprived of everything, went to 
live in obscurity and oblivion It is time for us ^now to resume 
the narrative about the affairs of Decan. 

Nassyr-djung-nasr-ed-dowlah, second son and successor of 
Nizam-el-mulk, was a young man of talents, of much natural 
genius, and much bravery. To his capacity for government, he 
joined a cultivated understanding, being fond of poetry, and 
often composing himself, and although raised so young to the 
pinnacle of power, he early exhibited a number of good qualities 
He even commanded as his father's Deputy, when the latter 
died of a looseness As soon as he had assumed the admini- 
stration in his own name, he marched against the Marhattas, and 
beat them so often, that he taught them to fear his person and 
to respect his dominions, as \ve shall soon explain in the follow- 
ing sheets The dread of his power and his valour had so far 
taken possession of their hearts, that they, did not dare to move 
out of their own country, during his lifetime ; nor have we any 
instance of their having been kept in awe by any one so much 
as by him Having been commanded to the presence by the 
Emperor Ahmed-shah, in the year 1162, he had advanced as far 
as the Nerbedda at the head of a numerous cavalry, when a 
counter-order came, with which he complied the more willingly, 
as his cousin, Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan, was pretending to inde- 
pendence He therefore turned about, and marched against him 
with seventy thousand good horse, and one lac of infantry. 


Saadat-qhan 
returns to 
Court m dis- 
grace, and 
IS dismissed 
the service 


Nassyr ed- 
dSwlah ahas 
Nasr-djung 
overawes the 
Marhattas by 
the firmness 
of his Govern- 
ment 



330 


THE S ^IR 


Maxell *3 
acalnst tlit 
Freoch of 
PSJeheny, 
•od 1 j tlalD 
bj ■ con 
aplracj 


Muhi-cddin-qhan, aumamed Muiafer djung or the " Victoriouj 
“ in War,” descended from Saad ollah-qhon VeiirtoShah djehan, 
and was son of a daughter of Nisam-el mulk in whose Ufetirae 
he had enjoyed the Viceroyalty of Bidjapoor for several years 
together Bat as soon ns his ancle was dead and he heard that 
hu successor Nasr djung had advanced as far as the Ncrbedda 
with the flower of hu troops, he availed himself of the opportunity 
to assume independence With this view he attachhd to him 
self Hussem-dost-qban alttu Chenda sahab, a man of import 
ince in the Carnatic, whose family cut a pnnap&l figure in the 
city tff Arcat and the latter exhorted him to render himself 
master of that province This conntry was these many years 
gOTrCrned by Anver-eddin-qhan, surnamed Shaliamet djung or 
the Valiant in War ’ a native of GopamSS who had been ap 
pointed to the office of Naiem, or Military Governor by Nliam 
el mulk himself HedaTet muhl eddln qhan banng assembled a 
mighty army from the French of PSlcberry (225) with whom 
Chenda sahab bad made a treaty attacked Anver eddin-qhan 
and after a battle in which this Governor exerted himself like a 
brave man defeated him intlrely It was on the sixteenth of 
Shaaban in the year 1 162 Nasyr djung who uas then at Aoreng 
abad hearing of this e\ ent resolved to chastise his cousin and 
although that Capital is at do less than five hundred measured 
copses (226) from the sea-coast 00 which is seated the town of 
PSlchony, he hastened thither on the wings of expedition and 
resentment and so early as the sixth of the second Rebi, in the 
year 1163 he engaged Hedalet mubi-eddm-qhan and totally 
defeated him The victory was at first disputed, but the lephyr 
of Dmne assistance was at last pleased to blow upon Nassyr 
djung 8 drooping standards Hedalet muhi-cddin-qhan was 
taken prisoner, and the victonons Prince, finding that the rainy 
season was at hand tqok up fals winter quarters at Arcat Ho 
had in his array a body of Afghans settled in the Carnatic, and 
commanded by Himmct qhan and some other officers of that 
(M5) ThU mlffaty irni/ from PSIeberry cen*t»ted la tereo huadrod Freoch 
■ltd about two tboapuid SepaUx whldi, cotapared to tb« Eaf Uib SeftaLU dL 
daji, both ia aUtarf, arms aad dtsdpUae, wen bat a nbbk. Thera aaema to be 
BOflM tronb waatln^ ia tba text for the rerokad had a aajserous amr of tbdr 
own, betidn their Freoch. 

(to6) A meanred eo aaa b coore thaa two Ea^^Ush 
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nation Those ungiateful wi etches, forgetful of the favours 
conferred upon them b}’’ both the father and son, and unmindful 
of the gratitude and attachment they owed him m return, con- 
ceived the design of stiipping their Loid both of his treasures 
and dominions , and joining with the Prince’s prisoner, and the 
French of PSIcherry, they, on the seventeenth of Moharrem, 
according to Astronomical computation, and the sixteenth, ac- 
cording to the \ulgar one, fell on that Prince’s quarters at 
midnight, and filled them with confusion and disorder Himmet- 
qhan, who had always professed himself his zealous servant, 
haMng advanced to him with a mubket in his hand, fired at his 
breast, and laying him at his feet, he sent that mighty Prince 
to the Regions of Nothingness It was in the year 1164 of the 
Hedjrah After this, the camp was nothing but a scene of con- 
fusion and dismay and mistrust , but some of those personally 
attached to that unfortunate Prince, took up his body, and 
carried it to Aoreng-abad, where they buried it in the Garden of 
Saint Burhan-eddm, the Arabian, close to the tomb of Ins father, 
Nizam-el-mulk The Poet Mir-ghoolam-aaly, the Belgramite, 
who had Ined upon terms of friendship and intimacy with him, 
and had enjoyed great offices in Ins Court, had drawn Ins chrono- 
gram in these v'erses 

"The illustrious Navvab, that groat lover of justice, is gone 

" The sword of destiny did not give him time to display his great talents — he 
“ went away so soon , 

" He was martyred the seventeenth of Moharrem, 

" And the afflicted Poet has discovered his chronogram in these words — 

“ The sun is gone, raise your lamentations and weep (227) 1 ” 

The Hand that wrote the events of Nassyr-dj‘ung's life in 
Heaven, having so suddenly closed its book, Hedaiet-muhi-eddm- 
qhan, from being kept a close prisoner, assumed the ensigns of 
Royalty, and displayed the standard of command and dominion 
Taking with him a body of French, and the ungrateful Afghans, 
he set out from PSlcherry for Haider-abad But the Supreme 
Avenger had already sown the seeds of retribution for the 
murder of Nassyr-djung, and they had taken so deep a root, 
that both the new Prince and the Afghans harboured already 


(227) This IS an allusion to the custom of India, where lamentations always 
ceasb at sun-set, to begin again at day-break 
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the utmost distrust aiid resentment (328) a^inst each other 
The former had even taken measures with the French for destroy 
ing the Afghans, and especially Himmet qhan, the Camatican 
BO that on the seventeenth of the first Rebi, exactly two months 
after Nassyr djung^s murder, at a time when the army was en 
camped at Lacra pil!} , and seemed to have hidden the whole 
earth under the immense extent of its tents the new Prince 
suddenly mounted his elephant with an intention to attack the 
Afghans, and to make an end of them Himmet-qban who was 
upon his guard, advanced to meet him at the head of a numcr 
ous body of his own countrymen and it happened that, by a 
parbcular disposition of a watchful Providence uhlch sought to 
avenge Nassyr-djang s murder both the perpetrators, that is, 
Himmet^qhan and Hedalet mubl eddin qhan were slam in the 
engagement HedaTet mnhl-eddm qhan is the first in India who 
sought assistance from Naiarcane {229), and who by introduang 
those strangers into his dominions ruined bis own family There 
was then in the army a certain Ramdass a black Brahman of 
Sicacol who had enjoyed a small pay in some of Nassyr 
djang’s offices and this mao who bad the ment of having 
SQCcessfoIly mt^gued \vith the French, and procured the death 
of Nassyr-djong had beco taken into faroior by the new Pnnee, 
and made a Prune Minister, and honoured with the surname of 
Radja Ragonat dass Tills man came non to cut an important 
figure As to HedaTet muhi eddin qhan, be was fond of study 
and knowledge and was versed in books but he made a parade 
of his learning, and bis fneods have praised him too much 
Dunng that two days reign of his Baladji rfio the Marhatta, 
had marched from Poona to Aoreng-abad with a numerous army, 
which Shah nevai-qhan the Governor of that country found 
means to send back by a present of fifteen lacs of rupees 

(aaS) Pirt of that raeotmaot was 00 acsonot of tiicir tiarlof ploodered tb« 
Treftxarj so e ff e ct tally tbat tbera rvmaioed eothio^ for tb« payment of the troops. 
iDsonracfa that the Prime Ulobter RaauUas, to coDcsal penary died the 
chasts with bags of coppar mooey 

{tsg] ChHstlaiis thb b their name ai] ora- the cor bad they any 

other for a ccstory and^bilf althoo^h some Aotiochlans to dbtfnfabh them 
telres from the Helleabt Jews, assumed the name of Chrbtfaos B t thb word 
was taheo op only by those that spoke Greek. Those that tpoke Syriac and Hehraw 
or Arabic, contintted to call thamaeises Naxaraana; oor bad they Id Arabia, six 
hnodied yean after any otber oame, oor hare they any other to thb day 
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Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan having lofat his life in expiation 
cf Nassyr-djung’s murder, and Himmet-qhan with his Afghans, 
those s\\orn enemies of Nizam-el-mulk^s offspring, having, been 
sent to roam in the desert of Nothingness, Ramdass, who had 
assumed the office of Deputy-General, and had the French in his 
parly, raised to the throne S6yd Mahmed-qhan, surnamed Selabet- 
djung, or the “ Steadfast in Battles, ” third son of Nizam-el- 
mulk The new Prince immediately, on his accession, attached to 
his service both Ramdass and the French, with whom he march- 
ed to Aoreng-abad, where he passed the rainy season , and on 
the return of the fair weather, he marched out with an intention 
to chastise Baladji-rao for his late invasion With that view he 
assembled his troops at Ahmed-nagor, from whence he continued 
his route directly to Poona. Baladji-rao, without suffering him 
to come so far, met him half-way with an army of fifty thousand 
horse, but was defeated , at which time the French with their 
quick musketry and their expeditious artillery drew smoke from 
the Marhatta breasts Selabet-djung, after that victory, ruined 
and devastated the whole country as far as Poona, where a greater 
engagement took place on the beginning of the year 1765 It 
was in Moharrem, in which whole month the moon had remain- 
ed eclipsed , and the Marhattas, together with their General, 
having been endlessly busy in performing the religious duties 
enjoined on such a particular phenomenon, they were set upon 
in the night with so much success, that they lost a vast number 
of men, which the French consumed in shoals at the fire-altars 
of their artillery Baladji rao, who was actually busy at his 
devotions, and naked, had hardly tune to throw himself upon 
an unsaddled mare, on which he saved his life, by flying with all 
his might The implements of his worship (230), which were all 
of gold, fell in the hands of both the Mussulmen and the Nazar- 
eans But notwithstanding this mighty victory, such was the 
spirit of division that had seized Nizam-el-mulk's family and 
army, that the victorious Selabet djung, so far from reaping 
any fruit from this victory, was himself in imminent danger, and 
on the point of succumbing 

(230) A man has seen in Europe a Cabinet of Roman Antiquties, is very 

much surprised when he beholds the like pateres like cymbals, libation-vessels, fire- 
place-', and bells, used by the Gentoos in their devotions in India, &c, 
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As the army, on its return was marthiug over the plain of 
Paleki, on the tenth of the 6rst Djamady of the year 1165 the 
Prime Minister Ramdass was set upon by some troops and 
killed outright (23 r) Selabet djung continued his journey to 
HaTder abad from whence he sent for Shah nevax qhan whom he 
invested with the office of Pnme Minister and of liis'Lleutenant 
General The neu Minister was going to apply to tlie duties of 
that important station when sadden intelligence came that the 
Pnocc of Princes Ghail eddin^qban, having obtained the invcsti 
tur^of all the Soobahdaries of Decan was coming at the head 
of a mighty army On this intelligence, Shah neva* qhan left a 
Deputy to execute his office, and departed for Kermla, the re 
sidcnce of Djanodji salhar, a Marhatla Pnnee of the Barar The 
intention of this sudden voyage was to engage that Prince, and 
likewise Baladjl rSo who had been in connection with the Minister 
so early as the times of Nizam el mulk to mediate an accommo 
dation betneen Selabet djung and bis competitor, who bad 
amongst hu troops a large body of Marhatta Cavalry command 
ed by Holkar malbar On Shah nevaz qhan s departure irom 
HaTder abad Serasam-^ ddwUh was invested with the Govern 
ment of that Capital but Gbazi eddin qhan (233) suddenly 
dying at Aoreng abad Holkar malhar who bad got from him the 
gift of the whole country of Qhandess, Sunk mcr, and Djalima, 
obtained form Selabet-djung a conhrmation of the grant and 
proved the only mao that had benefited by those mighty troubles 
After this Shah Devax>qhjin quitted Kermla, and joined fais master 
who had advanced near Aoreng abad to fight bis brother and 
rival There he re-assumed his office of Lieutenant General, sent 
back Semsam-ed ddwUblo HaTder abad, and as the rainy season 
was approaching both the Prince and the Minister took up their 
winter quarters in that city 


U31] He was killed bj ao Afffau Officer who had u>ed bU arreer* ia « 
Kaoj^ty tooe of rolce, aod on whoso face he made as If he spiL The o<J)er complain 
eJ to his coanbytEKti, and the next day they brob upon the MloUter in bU palehy 
where they hacked him to pieces for hb haring attempted, fbelng a Geotoo) to spit 
In the face of a Mouolcaaa 

(aja) He was no old Impoteot man and bb yonthfnl brother Selabet djong 
latrigocd ao ai cfa with hb eldor brother'i ladles that they poisoned him, and 
bronght hhn to a snddeo death 
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It \\as in this year 1164, that Radja Assiri-sing, son to Radja 
Adjet-sing-sevai, departed this life, and a report spread that he 
had been poisoned The Rana of Oodeipur died at the same 
time It IS also in this same year that Nassyr-djung, having 
been attacked by the French in the night, was in the confusion 
murdered by his ungrateful Afghan soldiers , and this intelli- 
gence reaching the Court at the end of the year, his elder brother, 
Ghazi-eddin-qlian, took inburning for him, and being sent for to 
Court, was complimented uith a Qhylaat to that effect As he 
was extremel} displeased with the Court, he resolved to assume 
the Government of the w'hole Decan, and to make his residence' 
there , but the Ministers insisted upon a present This affair took 
up some days, when it w'as accomplished at last , and the Qhylaat 
of that mighty Viceroyalt}' having been bestowed upon him, he 
departed to take possession, as we have already said 

After having given in this manner some account of the 
troubles in Decan, let us cast our eyes on those that arose on the 
affairs of Hindostan. In the year 1 165 Ahmed-shah, the Abdaly, 
came into that country for the fourth time, and marched towards 
Labor But the Viceroy Mir-mann8, alias Muaien-el-mulk, being 
informed of his coming, w'as beforehand wuth him, and not only 
resisted his attacks for four months together, but several times 
came out and drove him to a 'distance, insomuch that the Abdaly 
Pnnce became sensible that there was no going farther But 
jealousy and inner divisions, that bane of all Hindostani affairs, 
defeated so much resolution and so much good conduct Adina- 
beg-qhan, by his eternal treacheries, ruined this brave nobleman 
also , and Radja CSramuI, his Divan, a man really attached to 
his master, having been slain, all went to wreck after his death, 
and Mir-mann8 was overcome, as we are going to explain The 
repeated engagements between the two parties had already lasted 
four months, when Adina-beg-qhan, w'ho intended treason under 
the mask of friendship, persuaded the Viceroy that it was now 
time to quit his intrenchment, and to advance in the plain 
CSramuI opposed this advice, and was of opinion that they ought 
to remain as they were three or four days more, after which the 
Abdah wanting provisions, and already tired of so bloody and 
so fruitless an expedition, would retire of his own accord This 
, was the wisest step, but the Vicero), prompted by his own ardour 
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and courage, liatened to the Importuolties of Adina beg-qhan, 
and coming out of hu post he advanced towards the Abdall 
camp and in his way stopped at some lofty ground covered with 
brick kilns, where he had planted bis cannon But this cannon 
after one discharge was found to want ammunition, whilst a large 
number of camels each loaded with a couple of Zemberccks or 
Swivels, of one pound ball, came from the Abdall’s side, and by 
Adina beg^han s advice, opened upon the Hlndostanles the 
Abdalies at the same time made an attack upon the camp In 
Mb msnnS this emergency Adina beg-qhan proposed to call Radja CSramul 
viitli a body of troops from the inlrcnchmcnt The latter sent for 
answer that yesterday he had opposed the Viceroy’s going out, 
and now he was afraid that should he move from bis post, the 
soldiers on seeing the back of his elephant wonld think it a 
flight, and would possibly follow an error which would be 
enough to bnng ou a defeat As the Viceroy found himself 
pressed repeated orders were sent to CSramnI to come C8ra 
mul surprised and aSicted at the preciseness of the order 
assembled bis Commanders, and having recommended to them 
flrmae&s and resolution be mounted his elephant, and went to 
wards his master He had hardly advanced one cosse from 
camp when he perceived that those very Commanders, whom he 
had just been haranguing were in motion for a flight, with all 
their troops in the greatest disorder Straight be returned back, 
and putting himself at (be head of a few troops that made a 
stand, he repulsed the Abdalies and be was following them out 
of the intrenchment, when be was struck by a musket bail that 
obliged him to surrender bu soul to hu Maker This man was 
his master’s universal agent, and the very soul of the army 
On seeing him fall soldiers and officers took to flight , and the 
Viceroy having returned to the aty sent the Mufti AbdoIIah to 
make an accommodabon in which it was agreed that Mir mannS 
should wait on Ahmed sbab^abdali This being agreed to the 
latter sent Djehan qhan, an officer of distinction to bnng him to 
ifweDwed camp, which commlssioa this officer executed with the utmost 
bylhtTictors, deference and respect The Sbab received the Viceroy with the 
utmost kindness, made use of mild expressions to console him, 
and having appointed him his Deputy and Lieutenant both In 
Labor and MBItan, he returned tovv'ards CabSI and Candahar, 
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two places that had become the Capitals of his dominions, and 
the places of his residence From that day those two rich prov- 
inces of Pendjab (233) and MSItan were severed from the Empire 
of Hindostan, and added to the new monarchy of the Abdalies 
Whilst the Abdaly King was stopped short by Mir-mann8, 
he sent an Ambassador to the Court of Delhi, It was Calender- 
qhan This step having made impression on the Court of Delhi, 
which became apprehensive that the Abdalies would soon come 
upon the Capital, the Ministers wrote repeatedly to Ab81-mans8r- 
qhan, the Vezir, to take the Marhatta Malhar with him, and to 
return to Court with the utmost expedition. The Vezir havjng 
sent for Malhar, engaged him, under promise of a mighty sum, to 
make the campaign with him , and he returned with his army, 
and with that General to the Capital But meanwhile Djavid- 
qhan, the eunuch, who now acted as Prime Minister, finding him- 
self supported by a party of treacherous Grandees, all Jealous of 
the fresh accession of glory which the Vezir might gam a second 
time, made haste to clap up a peace with Calender-qhan , and 
having granted him all his demands, as well as the cession of 
Pendjab and MSltan, he quickly dismissed him from the Capital. 
The Vezir being arrived after this treaty, was shocked at so 
shameful a compromise, and at so much precipitation In his 
resentment and indignation, he refused to come into the city, 
and encamped on the other side of the Djumna He afterwards 
sent word to the Ministers, that it was at their requests that he 
had brought the Marhatta Malhar with his whole cavalry, under 
promise of a mighty sum of money , and now that they had 
rendered that assistance unnecessary, who was to satisfy the 
Marhatta’s claims ? Such a requisition could not but embarrass 
them , but they were rescued out of their difficulties by a lucky 
event Ghazi-eddin-qhan, who had put on his Qhylaat for the 
Viceroyalty of all the Decan, was stopped short by the Ministers, 
who previously insisted on a Pishcush or present, which the 
other wished to avoid It was at this time that the Vezir sent 
his message, and put it in the Viceroy’s power to avail himself 
now of the difficulties under which the Court laboured, in order 
to carry his point. He sent them word that, if they would give 
him his patents without delay, he would undertake to satisfy, 
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(233) Pandj-ab, Pente-potamia, 
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Malhar's demiind#, and would also take that General with him 
The proposal being accepted he appointed his own son as hU 
Deputy at Court, took Malbar with him, and departed for his 
new Government 

After this departurci the Veiir entered the city, bat took 
up his abode in hii own Palace (334) Here he was greatly dis- 
contented and shocked to see an eunuch, like Djavid qhan, 
dictate m all matters of State, and govern the Emperor’s mind , 
and could by no means agree that such a man should have made 
a peace that dishonoured the Empire, by giving up two important 
provinces, which had left open a large breach for the enemy s 

The Veilr mcursions into the heart of Hindostan He «as likewise jealous 
lacecsea tt »o r . t_ 

ihtmeful » of the onfDipoteoce of the Empress-mother and of her eunuch, 

compnanba. meddling With every affair of State and uneasy 

at their being both leagued against him 

Whilst the Ve*ir ivas brooding upon his discontent an 
event happened which gave offence to all the world The Em 
peror prompted by these two persons had raised one Mia qhan, 
a brother of his mother but an actor by profession, to the 
raiiitary grade of seven tbousaod horse, and to the sumame 
of MQalekad edftSulah, or Trustworthy of the Empire,” and 
to support the State incumbent upon such high titles, this man 
had been complimented with a complete household of elephants, 
horses &c. together with the late Emir qban’s Palace, ready 
furnished as it was By this profusion, he broogbt this man 
fonvards and made bun figure amongst the mightiest Lords 
of the Empire, although it must be acknowledged that the new 
Lord was not destitute of good qualities and did not avail 
himself of bis favour but to oblige and to do good This pro- 
motion, however was looked upon as an affront to tbemselves 
TbeVeitf by all the Grandees of the Empire, and especially by the Veur, 
It dolUflce. who resolved to nd himself of the umbrage which Djavid-qban 
gave him perpetually This eunuch, who tjrasted so much to his 
Inflaence, that he rubbed bb forehead against the third heaven, bad 
the imprudence to accept of an entertainment at the Veiir’s palace, 
where Aaly beg-qhan, the head Nassiqh-chl, alias Shitab-djung, 

(>34) As Grudmuter of Ui« Aitl]Is7 he li*d Um comnued of the Chsde! r 
tad ts Sapedoteiuleot of GhSsl*qhtiUt or hsthtng pUca, that U, the pdrtte tptrt 
meats, be wts obQpd to reside In the CHtdel, tod ereo wHhIn the Ptltce 
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ripped open his belly \Mth a stroke of a poniard, and killed him 
instantly This execution \\hich had taken place by the Vezir's 
order, exasperated the Emperor and his mother, and, in order 
to rum such an overbearing Minister, they resolved to join 
Intyzam-ed-dowlah and all his other enemies 

Whilst the Court seemed convulsed with dissensions and 
jealousies, Ghazi-eddm-qhan was advancing b> long stages to 
Aoreng-abad, one of the Capitals of Decan, where he made his 
entry, having with him the Marhatta Malhar, with his wdiole 
cavalry But this man, who knew the difficulties under which 
his new master laboured, availed himself of his situatidn to 
request that the province of Qhandess should be made over to 
him to insure the payment of his troops , and the Prince, not 
thinking it proper in the beginning of his expedition to discon- 
tent a man at the head of such a force, gave him the patent of 
it under his hand and seal , and thus that fine province, the 
extent of which reaches to the very gates of Aoreng-abad, 
passed at once under the Marhatta dominion on these easy 
terms Ghazi-eddm-qhan, soon after this, on the seventeenth 
day after his arrival at that Capital, died suddenly , so that his 
army and friends w’hich had followed him from so far, in hopes 
of bettering their fortunes, having now lost their leader, dis- 
persed of themselves, and none remained but his household 
servants, who, unwillingly to leave their master’s body in a 
foreign land, took it by turns upon their shoulders, and carried 
it to Shah-djehan-abad , and in this manner the dominion of 
all the Decans remained to Selabet-djung 

The death of Ghazi-eddin-qhan set young Mir-sheab-eddin, 
his son, to work He had been left in the Capital as Deputy to 
his father in his office of “ Lord of Lords ” The Emperor 
thought it enough to continue the young man in the enjoyment of 
certain surnames and titles that appeared to be hereditary in the 
family, and accordingly he was called, as well as his father and 
grandfather, “ The Champion of the Law, — The Prop of tlie 
“Kingdom, — The Brave Commander, ever Victorious in War" 
But as all these honours did not imply anything of his having 
been admitted as successor to his father, in his title and office of 
Lord of Lords, he went to the Vezir’s house, and he so affected 
both that Minister and his consort with compassion on his orphan 
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condition that the Vezlr obtained his request from the Emperor 
But the ungrateful young Lord, forgetting the education he had 
received in that Minister’s house where he had learned several 
languages, acquired a taste for poetry, and had become a learned 
man as well aa a good soldier, henceforward turned his back on 
his benefactor and unmindful of the many obligations he owed 
to that family and the constant support he had received from it, 
he joined Int>xam-ed dSwlab, and the Emperor with his mother, 
In the conspiracy of oversetting the Vesir and demolishing his 
power Nor was it long before the Minister had Information of 
this conspiracy , for m a few days the Emperor sent him word, 
to desire his leaving to His Majesty the disposal of the artillery 
and of the bathing place that is the pnvate apartments and he 
recommended to him a belter discharge of his dnty sj a Vezlr 
For the latter sensible that a breach had now taken place between 
himself and his master abstained henceforward from going to 
Court and the Emperor intimidated at this, commenced caress 
Ing him anew and be even went to see him in which visit he 
excused what had passed and seemed to have regained bis 
heart But as the reconciliation on either side went no farther 
than the lips and it was evidently defective in truth and sincerity, 
months after months were spent in fruitless negotiations to the 
very beginning of the year ii66, and even the first six months 
oT that year were taken up in negotiations and likewise in giving 
birth to some events which wc are to mention 

The Vezir was at a loss how to act. To levy war against 
the Emperor seemed both improper and odious and on the other 
hand he apprehended that the conspiracy aimed at his life as 
well as at his power and influence The truth is that he had 
neither that fund of policy nor that blaze of darlngness, re 
qulsite for an enterprise of such a high nature , he had not that 
disregard to scruples necessary to a man that had conceived 
such high flown projects, nor that stiffness of mind that enables 
him to ov'erlook all obstacles, and to set at nought all consider 
ations he wanted also a suffiaeut extent of genius to take an 
adequate new of the strength of hit party, and he had too high 
an opinion of that of bis enemies In fact, such was the opinion 
entertained of his power in the beginning of the troubles and so 
inconsiderable appeared in companion both Intyiam-«d dOwlah, 
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and that child of Mir-sheab-eddin that, had he only opened 
his mouth, there were many Commanders in his service, who 
on a single order of his would have gone, seized, and bound 
those two Lords in their very lodgings , nor had either of them 
dared to offer the least resistance in such a case Destiny blind- 
ed the Vezir’s eyes, and shut up his ears effectually And the 
Emperor sensible of his irresolution, wrote him a note at mid- 
night, the purport of which had been agreed to in a Council 
between those two Lords and the Court eunuchs It was in the 
Emperor’s own hand The Emperor having sent for the Deputy- 
Grandmaster of the artillery, who, as such, had the command 
of the Citadel of Shah-djehan-abad on the Vezir’s part, bid him 
carry the note himsfelf, and added to it a long message upon 
several subjects The foolj^h tTiS-V. extused -hltus^elf on the im- 
propriety of quitting' his i^ost , but the Emperor insisted, adding 
that it was for a matter of importance which admitted of no 
delay The man had the simplicity to take up the note, and to 
carry it directly As soon as he was out of the gate, the Em- 
peror ordered all the gates to be shut up, and admittance to be 
denied the man for the future At the same time the garrison 
placed by the Vezir, and which was all composed of his own 
troops, was driven out of the Citadel with much ill usage All 
the Vezir’s friends and officers weie likewise forbidden admit- 
tance Moreover, the cannon on one of the towers, which com- 
manded the Vezir’s Palace, was turned against it, and every 
preparative was made for contention and war The Vezir who 
conceived that contending with an armed hand against the 
Emperor would redound to his dishonour, render his perbon 
odious, and bring upon him the imputation both of rebellion 
and ingratitude, submitted to his fate, and only asked leave to 
repair to his Governments beyond the Djumnah (235) ; and this 
being denied, he took his own party, came out of to\^ n without 
leave, encamped at about two or three cosses distance, and 
resolved to go to his Governments without leave indeed, but, if 
possible, without battle or bloodshed This resolution was no 
sooner know, than his enemies resolved to attack and fight 
him, and even to have his life 

(235) Ilah-abad and Aood arc, with respect to Delhi, both beyond the 
Djumna 
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Tbe VezJr informed of that particular, pitched upon an 
idiot, whom no body knew to personate one of tbe Imperial 
Princes and having sent his consort and family to a strong 
hold of SSrSdj mull's, he invited that Piatt Pnoc^ to come again 
i nto bis service The other consented and taking a body of 
troops he came and joined the Veilr, Ins old friend and master 
So decisive a step hanng convinced the Emperor that there 
were no measures to be kept with the Veilr he discharged him 
from that high office, and conferred it on Intyram ed-dfiulah, 
son of the late Gamer eddln-qban And as Mir sbeab-eddin 
nolwHhatanding his youth seemed to be endowed with courage 
and much penetration he entrusted him with the care of assem 
bling an army and fighting the Vezlr he summoned at the 
time to his a s al l jh e^ oromanders and ^ffic^s . of^ 
^^TfJft'n^ons of the Capital One of t^^ifi-?VJW?fedpb^han the 
Rohillah, a Commander who already bore a character for courage 
and daringness as well as for andrrstandJng and conduct This 
is the man whom we shall see rise gradually In tbe sequel, 
and by dint of merit only to the high dignity of Emir ul umra, 
Of Prince ot Princes of Hlndostan All the Zemindars of the 
nelghbouihood whether of illnslrlous descent or of new families 
like Chita gSdjer and Bel8 qban all the SCyds of Barr all the 
noblemen of ancient families who lived retired these manj years 
for instance Mahmed sadyc qhan son to SSif ollah qhan, Viceroy 
of Tatta all these came and offered their services or were 
invited o\er Amongst these last was my forgiven father who 
after having been preferred by the Vczir to the command of 
PanipSt and the other eighteen Diatneis of the dependence of 
tbe Qhallssa office had of late fallen under hia displeasure and 
that of Abdol medjld qhan the Caahmerian, and was kept in 
confinement for some balances set Up agaiuat him Tbe Court 
ffj-stem being no« so far changed he was forgiven the above 
balances sent for and introduced to the Emperor by Hafy*! 
mohtar qhan as a nobleman worthy of his favour He on his 
bide sent for some of Ills ancient troops and Commanders, and 
baMng as isted them with some money to fit themselves up he 
engaged them all in the Imperial teniice All these warlike 
preparations in the middle of the city and the many rngagements 
that followed, ««epmed to shake eiery house in Its foundations 
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From the beginning of Redjeb, in the year 1166, for full six 
months together, the streets of the city became the theatre of 
war and bloodshed The Vezir’s troops, which were commanded 
mostly by able officers, all old soldiers, jealous of their honour, 
distinguished themselves on all occasions, and above all others, 
the famous Ghossain or Fakyr, Radj-ender-gur, who had of late 
acquired so much honour at the siege of Ilah-abad, and now had 
come of his own motion to join the Vezir’s cause, this man 
made nothing of throwing himself amongst the very fire of the 
Imperial Artillery, and of killing and wounding every day numbers 
of people upon the very muzzles of their guns He had but a 
few bravoes ivith him, but all as determined and as invulnerable 
as himself, and so often did he come off unhurt from desperate 
engagements, that a notion prevailed that he had some piece of 
witchcraft about his body, or some talisman about his person , 
and this notion, which took root in people’s mind, rendered him 
still more formidable, when one day he was shot dead by a ran- 
dom musket-ball , and then the prepossession disappe|red It was 
in such a scene of confusion and blood-shed that baadat-qhan 
emerged again from his corner This man whom we have seen 
dismissed from his office and dignity of Emir-ul-umrah, and who 
on that account had conceived an implacable hatred against the 
Emperor, availed himself of the opportunity to come out again, 
and to figure upon the theatre of the world He wrote to the 
Vezir that he washed to join him, and requested only that a body 
of troops should march towards the Monument of the Prince of 
men , and this being complied with, he under pretence of going 
thither in pilgrimage, joined the Vezir’s troops, and went into 
his camp This could not be a mighty acquisition to the Vezir, who 
underw'ent a loss on the other side , for Mir-sheab eddin having 
published at the same time, that whatever trooper had the letter sin 
stamped upon his horse, might come over, and would be received 
at fifty rupees per month, besides a hundred rupees for his 
entrance, and this proclamation having been rumoured in the 
Vezir’s camp, almost all those of that description (and they were 
mostly TSranians, as well as he that invited, them,) deserted, and 
came over to the Imperialists, to the number of some thousands 
Sheab-eddin had even the art to bring religion into the party 
He assembled all the Cashmirians and all the Pendjabians wiio 
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i.re all zealous Sunnles and having set up a standard, as if their 
religion had been in danger he published that the Vezir tvas a 
Shyiab, and a Rafiy, or blasphemer (336), and he invited all the 
Mossulmen to join against one that had blasphemed the sue 
cessors, and ^vaged war against them He added that this was a 
sacred war, and that, as such It conferred the merits of martjrdom 
on whoever should perish in iL On this publication, thousands 
and thousands of armed men flocked towards the standard, and 
nothing was heard but cries of four snccessors, and four friends 
and whoever was met with in the streets, and suspected to be a 
Shjhah, or even a well wisher of the Veiir's was sure of being 
stnppcd and beaten some even were killed The house of the 
lateMahmed Issac-qhan inhabited by his two brothers Mina aaly 
qban and Salar djung was plundered and sacked as was that of 
Ismael beg qhan, a prindpai Commander In the Vezir’s army 
whose house was known to be replenished with precious arras, 
money jewek. and rich furniture to the amount of several corors 
Ig short nqr^ of character* who -was knonji to be either in tho 
Venr's arayor In hia interest escaped unhurt The houses of 
every one of them were plundered and sacked nor did an} part 
escape devastation but the women s apartment To punish these 
0 excesses S8r8 d[ umH the Djalt attacked, by the Vezir s order 
^ t^at partof the city cal^ old Delhi, and ^ichj s e\en nc hyap d 
still more populous than Shab-djeban-abad itself and he plunder 
edjind sackedj^ so tborougbljr, that an Infinity of people Jost 
their consorts and children and were totall) ruined besides 
numbers that were massacre i A multitude of all sorts had taken 
refuge in the house and quarter of Shah bassult son and sue 
cessor to shah mahmed djaafer on the expectation that his holy 
character being exceedingly respected by every one and b} the 
Vezir amongst others who lived on terras of friendship and 
Intimacy with him would prove a safeguard to Ms house and 


(336) Tke boC udtfied wHfa njoctinf tb« three Lordi, wboin we hare 

been nMmtiorxJof tooje dme exo* luunelj Ab3>bekr Oenrr ud Oinuo (sitheuefa 
they did really tttcceed, *»d carried the Mumlman name from the Lobe Id France 
to the G&cf** in India,) load them with ahnee and Inrectlre^ ahhoo^ h they ham 
been the Prophet'* protectors, and had made him theb aofl'liwlair Hence, aa 
aixressprs, they are called BUxpbetnera or Raftdbies by the SnnnU.— 'The 
Emperor o! Hbrdostao, belaf reputed a siKcenor to those inccesson W bimseU 
styled a QbaUf 



^5 U 1 \ g H L k I X 


A f 
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pa*-*. — God p'^t'-ervt u^. ptrs no all thu lanmilts from such 
t!a)s a-f thc'^c{^'"^7) Xfirr ‘•i\ moiuhv* shu^htt r niul ruin, both 
partirv btratnr trt d C/f h '» tifo, ami both ‘■ct mn] drsiroiis of 
a p» act* I hr l.inp^ror am! hn nters *-cnt the first ijmssaoc , 
■'nd tf’.r \rrir, a'dio v. n lirtvi of thr imnu nsr r'pinsns lie dail\ 
inr trred and a ho a‘},jnrcd im po >d fr«nn .il! these troiihic*-, 
ga\c hi cor.s nl lnn.*rn.rd*d ovlali served as imdiator in lh< 
terms oj the agret rn- nt ; am! ihi* uo, that the tuo Go\t rn- 
srtnts of 1 ! Ji -b<tl nod \fsd rlmuld !)e |< fj to the \'cvir Tin so 
tc'Hi hr'\ro' h- ; i, rsi to, thr lati* T in the. hi ginning of the 
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This ri.irinp tenng man hntl, during thr uar with tlic \'^c?ir, , 
called to hn as''.jst,anct from M.alva, the Marlnlla General 
Hois.r-.na'li ir, ‘ndet promts of a high pay, but he arntctl / 
after t’' c <t u K sjmt <»f tilt pe it.< Xe\ ertlu less, as the Minister; 
uas i ighK ex’sprr.itt d against the Dj.itts for their connections ^ 
uilh lie \‘<7ir a.ul the assistance the\ had gi\<*n him, and as 
on (he oil r r haixl, h v as foumi of remaining in pow cr, he a\ ailed 
hifijscll of the .itri'>al of the Marh.ilta Irtiops to fall upon the 
Djall SSifMymull The latter uho thought himself o\ er-inalchcd 
in the fitdd, took shcllt r in certain strong fortresses of his, 
known under the names of Dig, Coinir, and Buhrot-poor, wlicre 
he uas immediatt 1^ beseigcd , and as it is impossible to take 
such fortresses uithout lialtering cannon, Mir-sheab-eddin who 
feared lest matters should draw to a length, sent to the Emperor 
to request some hea\) .irtillcr}. The person he sent was 
Ak) bet-m.ihmood-qlian, a Cashmirian, who was everything in 
that Minister's house, but, however, a wicked dangerous man, 
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{237) Had not the author been a niO:)t bigoUed Shjiah, he would not ha\c 
spoiled th.nt fine exclannlion by restricting that benevolent wish of his to the Imamitcs 
only, that is, to the Shyiahs 1 he text his the word ^fSwiwinJu, which signifies the 
faithful, and which Shjiahs assume (o themselves exclusively to all other Mussulmen, 
The exclaimation, besides Us inhuiran partiality, is inconsequent , it being the 
Sunnies who actually had lost their consorts and their lives by the violence of the 
Shyiahs, whereas the latter had lost only some property by the Sunnies 
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scdiUons aad factious to a high degree This request did not please 
Intjiam-ed dflwiah, the Vezir, who was an honest well meaniog 
man He knew that as soon as those fortresses sho uld have_b €en 
taken both the master^ and t he e nvoy would not fai l to return to 
the dty, and to avail themselves o£ their prevalence to tomcat 
indiscnminatolj' both friends and fo^s He t^refore advis^dJjic 
Emperor to refuse the artillery The Cashmirian apprised of 
ihat^Fwrncd himself a party amongst the Mansoobdars or 
Military Officers of the Crown and the people dependent on the 
arttUerj and partly b) threats and by promises of plunder, as 
Hcll as by a variety of other means be engaged them to join his 
party in taking Intyiam ed-d6wlah out of the ua^ Having 
fixed a day for this purpose, he assembled a multitude of people, 
and made an attack upon that Minister s house but being 
rt pulsed he quitted the city and putting himself at the head of 
several bodies of baoditUes that joined together he fell a plunder 
ing all those Distncts that depended on the Qhahssa-office, at 
the bead of which presided that nobleman as svell as all those 
in (he environs of the Capital which be knen to be held as 
Djaghlrs by the several Lords of the Court 

Whilst he was busied m that manner. S8r8d) mull^ besieg ed 
I D his fort rt-ss sent up several req uests both to the Empero r 
and to Intyiam-ed*dd\\lab, bis Minister repr eaenti ng “That if 
* t hey suff ered Mir sbeab>eddio and his Marhattas to go on^ with 
‘ his schemes, a time would come when he wo^d to m bis eyes 
apon~tHe throne itself as well as upon the Vezirship, and 
‘ would attempt to overturn Uie Government, so as to new model 
‘ It to hiB own mind That be therefore submitted it to the 
Impenal wisdom whether in soeb a state of things It would 
not be proper for His Majesty to come out with his Minister 
‘ and army, and under pretence of bringing into order the 
' Districts of the Imperial demesnes, and hunting on the way 
to advance as far as bekenderab^ where it would be easy to 
send for Abool mansSr qhan, a man who in such a case would 
not fail to join in crushing Mir sbeab-eddin and the Marhattas ' 
This advice having been approved by both the Emperor and the 
Minister, the Monarch set oat on a hunting party, and took with 
liim the ladies of his sanctuary, as well as Ms Ministers all the 
Lords of the Court as well as his army and artillery in the 
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course of his hunting he, from plain to plain, advanced as far as 
three or foul cosses beyond Sekenderah But he was averse 
from the party of applying to Ab81-mans8r-qhan ; nor was it 
better relished by either his mother, or the Vezir, Intyzam-ed- 
ddwlah, who after Djavid-qhan’s death, had leagued with that 
Empress I n complying with this p ar t of SSrSdj-mull’s advic e, 
the y seemed to act with dilatoriness and reluctanc e All these 
counsels and this irresolution having been reported to Mir- 
sheab-eddin, who was exceedingly alert and intent upon his 
own schemes, he re-called Akybet-mahm8d, and sent him to 
the Empeior’s camp, as if to give him advice that some thousajids 
of disbande d Marh atta horse, having made their appearance in 
his neighbourhood, had suddenly disappeared without it being 
known where they would shew themselves again The envoy 
having said so much, returned to his master The slothful 
Emperor paid no great attention to the message, and the negli- 
gent Vezir, whose particular business it was to watch over the 
army, and to insure the honour of the Imperial household, as 
well as the safety of the Imperial person, quietly went into his 
tent, and fell to his afternoon’s nap, after having heard the 
message But the Marhatta General, Holcar Malhar, was not so 
sleepy Highly incensed againsFtlie Emperor andhis Minjster 
for th eir deni al of some heavy cannon, he had lef t his son, Ghandi- ^ 
rao, to keep the Djatts in awe, and had set out hi mself wit h a cy 
view to distress the Imperial camp with respect to water and 
forage, and by that means to find some opportunity to lay hold 
of the cannon, or at least to strike some good blow , he also wished 
to have no sharer in this expedition, and to be left to himself. 
Without giving any intimation of his design to any one, not 
even to Mir-sheab-eddin, he set out in the beginning of the 
night, passed the Djumna at the ford of Mahtra, and was close 
to the Imperial army, before any one knew of his having so 
much as left his camp , and, first of all, he fired some rockets 
to feel the pulse of the enemy At sight of these, it was conclud- 
ed in the Imperial camp that MahmSd was burning some village 
in the environs, and the matter appearing of no consequence, 
no one concerned himself in examining more narrowly into the 
matter, when at the latter part of the night, it was found that 
Holcar himself was at hand On this intelligence the Emperor 
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And bi5 Ministers, both equally cowards and unexperienced, lost 
their presence ol mind, and were equally incapable oi flying 
with recollection, or of making a ftand. The Emperor with his 
mother, and Semsam ed^dOwlah with the Vexir, got npon their 
elephants, wrapped and muffled up as if they had been women, 
and without so much as assembliDg their officers, or saying a word 
to any one. they fled with all their might towards the Capital, 
leaving their consorts, daughters, and families at the disposal of 
the enemy It being mmonred half an hoar after, that they 
were gone, the whole army, offioers, and soldiers disbanded, 
andrfled with arms and some baggage as far as SekenderalL 
At day break the Marhattas parsned them thither, and plnndered 
and stripped every one of them, after having already plundered 
the Imperial camp, with the Imperial tents, and famJtnre 
Malecka xemani, dangfater to Feroh seyur, and consort to 
Mahmed shah, with other Princesses of the Imperial family, as 
well as a vast number of ladies of the highest distinction fell 
into HolcaPs hands That General treated them with the highest 
respect, and even abstained from touching either thelrpersons or 
even those jewels with which they were covered to an immense 
amount, and this abstinence of his is an indubitable fact \ but it is 
no less certain, that an indelible disgrace befell the honour of the 
Imperial house of Timor that day and that those sublime gates, 
on the threshold of which Kinga and Sovereigns, together with 
all mankind had been aocustomed to rub their foreheads in 
token of respect, became from hcooeforward an object of derision 
and a standing mark for the kicks of the vilest men But such 
are God s dispensations let us submit to them 

Whilst this scene iw actipg_aL-SBken denih, Mir-ah eab 
ed dio wa s sbll o ccupi ed with the block ade but he no sooner 
heard of this affair^ than he qultlei^ the field, an d came to ^ e 
cit^Ieavln g S8r8d| mu ll ^ f nli libe rt y to nd him self onhe 
miseries he iiad been undergoing for th^ Ma rhatta General 
wa j^by this ti me go ne home , and Djehl-apa, the second Gene ral, 
h ad set out for N arn.o l A few days after this departure, Mir 
sheah eddin bad found means to gain over to bis party both 
Semsam^dKidwlah and all the Commanders, and allthe ungrateful 
Colonels that were attached to the service of the Imperial artfl 
lery Ho then put hunself at the head of a body of Hindostanies 
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^ Marhrittas, and going to the Vezir Intyzam-ed-dowlah’s 
jlace, he of his own authority dismissed him from his office, 
iich he took for himself, procuring at the same time the office 
“ Lord of Lords” for his friend, Semsam-ed-dowlah The 
xt morning he went to the Palace to put on his Qhylaat, and 
|_j noon he seized both the Emperor Ahmed-shah and his mother, 
odem-bhai, whom he ordered to be kept in confinement It was 
le tenth Shaaban of the year 1167 Immediately after this, he 
ent for Aziz-eddm, son to the late Muez-eddin-djehandar-shah, 
nd having proclaimed him Emperor, under the surname or title 
)f Aalem-ghir-sani, or Aalem-ghir the second, he installed hi* on 
-the throne Seven days after, he ordered Oodem-bhai to be 
blinded, by having a red hot needle drawn across her eyes, and he 
accused her of being the cause and contriver of all the troubles , he 
then served the Emperor, her son, in the same manner Probably 
none of these direful events had happened, had the Emperor 
condescended to apply to Ab8I-mans8r.qhan, who was then at 
hand, although in his Government 

That Viceroy, on his arrival in what he called his own 
ground, stopped at Mehdi-ghat, where he built himself a lodging, 
reviewed and completed his army, and attached 'himself to its 
discipline , preparing at the same time all kinds of stores, and 
seeming to mind nothing but whatevei could strengthen and 
increase his power He seemed intent on some project, when 
at once, without any previous ailment, a furuncle w^as perceived 
at his foot , and this having soon degenerated into a cancer, 
which baffled all the art of the physicians and chirurgeons, the 
evil in a little time rose to a heighth , and on the seventeenth 
of Zilhidj in the same year, he departed this life, and winged 
his flight towards the regions of eternity His body, according 
to his own desire, was carried to the Monument of the King of 
Braves(238), and buried there He was succeeded by his son, 
Mirza-djelal-eddm-haidyr,surnamed the Shudjah-ed-dowlah(239) 
The young Prince continued in the management of the helm that 
same Ismail-beg-qhan, who had been his father’s principal General 
and trustiest Minister, and all the Officers, Commanders, 
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(238) Aaly, called by the Shyahs Shah-i~merdan, is the King of Braves His 
tomb IS at Cosah, betwixt Basrah and Bagdad 

(239) The Valorous of the Empire 
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Govcraars, aod Grandees or Nobles, promoted by his father 
remained In posaession of Uie offices and pensions they enjoyed 
But in a little time, Ismail beg-qban likewise departed his life, 
and Terakin-qhan, an eanuch of his household, succeeded him 
in hJs office of Prime Minister It was at this same time that 
Saadat qhan died at A8d bangla He Is the same man who 
bore the title of Zolficar-djung also, and bad cut so strange 
figure in the expedition against Adjmir Bnt as Shudjah ed 
dSwIah cuts so capital a figure In oar history, the reader probably 
may be pleased with hearing some particulars of that Prince s 
chafacter 

Shudjah ed dflwlah In bis oirn temper was slothful, negligent 
and careless but so valorous that, with that single quality of 
Ids he found means to contain the Zemindars and the other 
refractory people with which his dominions abounded so that 
his Government was always respected He was exceedingly 
fond of the company of women, without being attached to any, 
and addicted to every kind of pleasure wlthont exception, save, 
however that of drinking wine Nevertheless there appeared 
DO impudence m his character and no contempt of decorum in 
his behaviour He had such an abundent fund of goodness 
liberality and benignity as made him connive at trespasses 
against bis interest, and rendered him ever ready to forgive the 
guilty He governed quietly his dommlons for three or four 
years when the Abdali king at the instigation of Mir sheab 
eddin, now styled Umad -^1 niuik Invaded Hlndostan and march 
ed directly to Shah-djehan abad This was ui the year 1170 
That Minister's intention was to join an army of Abdalies to an 
army of RohlUahs and Bangasb Afghans, who being Inveterate 
and sworn enemies of Sbudjah ed dOwlah s father and family 
would be glad to embrace any soherae for entirely demolishing 
and ruining that rising power This league however did not 
intimidate Shudjah-ed dOwIah Without being dismayed by the 
threatened storm he stood his ground" so well that he was left 
to himself, as we shall relate as soon as we shall have dispatch 
ed some matters relative to the Western parts of Hindostan 

We ha\e left Mir mann8 nearly absolute Viceroy of both 
AfSItan and Pendjab He resided at Labor where having 
mounted his horse to take an airing he went out of the city 
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and put his horse on a gallop, when he was suddenly seized by 
a fit of apoplexy, which ended at once in a palsy that stopped 
him short , so that all he could do was to continue his voyage 
into eternity. This event is recounted in a different manner 
by a person in his service, who was very familiar with him He 
says that Mir-mann8 was encamped, and that he took horse to 
look at the troops of one of his Commanders, encamped within 
a short distance^ where he sat down to a dinner The enter- 
tainment proving sumptuous, and consisting of a great variety 
of precious dishes, he tasted of ever}' one. In the evening, he 
got upon his horse to go home, and put it to a gallop 5 afld he 
was actually galloping when finding something that pained him 
within, he alighted, stretched himself upon the ground, and in a 
few moments expired. The Abdali-king hearing of this sudden 
death, conferred the Government on Mir-m8men, son to the 
deceased, and as he was yet a child, he recommended him to 
his mother together with the whole country It must be observ- 
ed that the deceased Governor, keeping always a great army 
on foot, and being engaged besides in a variety of heavy ex- 
penses, which the revenues of the couutry could not support, 
he had betaken himself to the expedient of oppressing and 
squeezing the body of farmers, as well as the people in general 
But his credit was so strong at Court, that there was no carrying 
any complaint against him , and on the other hand, it being a 
standing rule amongst the Syks to support each other at all 
events, numbers of people who could find no redress any where 
and were driven to so much despair as to cry famine, famine, 
about the streets, very naturally recurred to that fraternity, 
where they were sure of finding some resource The whole 
business of admission seemed to consist in putting on a blue 
coat, letting the hair grow all over the body, and repairing in 
shoals to G8r8-Govind From that moment they became Syks, 
and were entitled to the protection of the whole body, and looked 
like men freed from all Iheir miseries In this manner this sect 
or fraternity, which was already in vogue, having turned 'out to 
be a sure resource against Oppression, it grew to an immense 
number , especially at this timej when the Government of a 
country involved in troubles was to be managed by a woman , 
and as that sex is destitute of strength of mind, the disorders 
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and troubles continued to iDcrease I^er Ministers coromodly 
availed themselves of her retired life and iramnred circumstances 
to render such an account of their respective departments, each 
in bis own way, as served only to perplex and confound her 
understanding Hence the tenants and farmers became more 
oppressed than ever, and shoals of people flocking to the Syks, 
these people grew exceedingly numerous, and commenced 
talking high to the OfBccrs of Government The nobility and 
pnnapal men of the conntry, who looked at these desertions 
with both amaxement and disdain, made it a point to stand aloof 
whiltt the eunuchs the freed men of the seraglio, and a vanety 
of homely bom vile men, took possession of all the aflfairs 
Things were In such a state when the young Mir mSmen 
departed his life and then the Government fell into the hands 
of Qhoadja mSsa ohrai, his brother In law Bnt as Becan-qhan 
who had acted as Prime Minister under the deceased Viceroy 
wanted to render himself master of the Government and he had 
been intriguing with that view the Governess who '[\as informed 
of hts intentions and was already incensed against blm, com 
manded hu attendance within the seraglio or sanctuary , and as 
Peodji^ soon as he was within the gate, she got him surrounded by a 
number of stout women, who put bini to the cudgel so severely 
that he expired under the operation A short time bad elapsed 
since this event, when 0hoad)a-abdollah-<3han son to Abdol 
semed-qhaD that andent victonous Viceroyof Labor having found 
means to sene and confine the GovemeBS contrived IQccwlac to 
obtain from the Abdali king the patents of the two Governments 
But Feraman qhan who had brought those patents to Labor, 
having commenced acting with authority, and plundered and 
mined nombers of people, the new Viceroy who did not like his 
presence, and was also teased by the troops who became clamor 
ous for tbclr arrears, found It was out of his power to satisfy 
theJr demand so that to save his life and honor he fled from 
Labor to the disgrace of all Government. In such a confusion 
of all order, the Governess found means to re-assume the com 
mand and having been in a little time put under confinement 
by Qhoadja mlrxa-qban, who had been one of the pnnapal Com 
manders In her husband s army, the troubles at last subsided 
and a compromise took place between her and that officer 
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All these troubles and commotions having been faithfully 
reported to the new Vezir, Mir-Sheab-cddin, now styled Umad-el- 
mulk, he conceived the design of recovering the provinces of 
Pendjab and MSltan from the dependante of the Abdali-king 
Without imparting his scheme to any one, he set out with 
Alemghir, the Emperor of his appointing, and encamped at Badely, 
at some distance from the city. He intended also to bring 
to order and to reduce to submission the officers of the corps 
marked with the letter Sin^ who, availing themselves of the need 
the Vezir had stood of their service in his disputes with Ab81- 
mansSr-qhan, had extorted from his hands all the Districts of 
the Qhalissah-office, and all the best demesne lands about the 
city, as a security for their pay and arrears , they had besides 
assumed airs of importance, and proved unruly and refractory. 
With this view he sent for my father, and after appointing him 
Fodjdar of Ser-hend. Taneser, and Pani-poot, with some other 
districts of the Qhalissah, he advanced to the latter town. As 
the negotiation for recovering these lands from the officers of 
theBngade Stn^ had been carried on by Kishen-chund, a Gentoo, 
Radja Nagurmull a Hindoo, who became exceedingly jealous 
of him, sent for the principal Officers, all men highly discontent- 
ed, and he informed them that Sdyd Hedaiet-aaly-qban, that is, 
niy honoured father, who commanded in the Districts snatched 
from their hands, was a man of property, from whom, by a 
proper application to the Vezir, they might easily get an advance 
of two lacs of rupees upon the rents of those Districts, a sum 
that would go a great way in discharging their arrears , and 
that in ease he should not consent to that advance, he undertook 
to find a man that would pay it down, on condition of his being 
put in possession of those Districts. The Officers accustomed 
this longwhile to speak in an imperious style, and inconsolable 
at their being deprived of such productive Districts, swore to 
stand by each other, and the next day they sent their agents 
to the Vezir with the proposals Meanwhile, my father, who 
had been informed of the turn which this affair had taken, and 
was unwilling to accept the condition, sent his resignation by 
the channel of the above Kishen-chund, whom he followed soon 
after to the Vezir’s quarters. That Minister, after having pass- 
ed 3- couple of hours in |fiving a public audience, in which he 
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transacted business mth my father, with Self eddin raahmed 
qban, with Nedjib-qhan, and with Nagur mall, and some others, 
was getting op to retire to bis private appartraents, when he 
was stopped by the Bngade agents, who by Nagur mall s 
management had joined together in informing him that the 
Brigade Sttt wanted a large sam of money In part of their arrears 
The V«ir, without seeming embarrassed, answered that he had 
no objections bnt that the corps must be reviewed first The 
agents sensible that no penmen would dare to form difficulties 
In a day of review consented and they only requested that 
some MSlsuddies (340) might be appointed to review tbelr corps 
The Veiir on hearing these words, Inmed towards Nedjib-qhan, 
and directed him to review the Bngade to which that Officer 
couienting, he immediately sent orders to his son Zabeta^qban 
to pitch up a tent m an open spot, and to review the Brigade 
The agents, surprised found that the time was come for some 
great discover) it being anderstood that theuo twotOfficen \\cre 
not men to be either tampered with or overaivtd hemg themselves 
Officers of high character, and at the head of several thousand 
horse Straight they dispatched a messenger to their con 
stitaentJ for the purpose of advising them to be upon their guard 
The others finding tliat they would be ruined by such a review, 
conceived that there was no other expedient for escaping a discov 
ery, than that of exciting a sedition and a mutiny in come 
quence they exdled their roost ferocious men to take the lead 
Meanwhile the Vexlr was refired to his private apartments 
having with turn only three or four persons, as Nedjib-qhan, 
Radja Nagur mull, and Kisben-chund A little after, Nedjib-qban 
went away My father waited without anxious to render his 
resignation acceptable, and to get rid of so disagreeable an 
afiair when at once twenty or thirty troopers of the Bngade 
Sin came to the curtain of the private apartment, and exclaimed 
against their Officers, complaining of their being reduced, for 
want of both arrears and pay, to a starving conditions- Soon 
after, these men were joined by some more the appearance of 
which caused the harcams or messengers at the gate to write a 
note and to sent it In by an ennuch. The Veiir after having read 
it, got up m the undress In which he then stood and was going 


(240) IdSuoddks are pes tBen la ««reraJ offices 
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out. My fathei stopped him short, and represented that it was not 
proper for him to go out I shall ca tainly go^ answered the Vezir , 
/ loant to speak to thcin and appease the tumult My father 
said nothing, but finding him resolved to go out, he joined him 
The Vezir raised the curtain, spoke to them, and informed them, 
that they would be paid as soon as then corps should he revieiu- 
cd By this time those troopers had gathered to the amount of 
two hundred men , and trusting to their numbers, they had sur- 
rounded the Vezir, and ^\ere speaking insolently to him My 
father mi\ed with the crowd, and represented to them that the 
man they were insulting, w'as their resource in a day of need, 
and their Lord, the person that would hear their complaints if 
they had but the patience to speak quietly The remonstrance 
did not avail. The men had come too well tutored to listen to 
any reason. One of them having torn away a button of jewel 
which the Vezir had at his Nima (241) , the others as if by signal, 
tore away his clothes to pieces , and his turbant fell of at the 
same time Bare-headed as he w'as (242), they drew’ him on foot 
along the streets and lanes, and carried him to their camp 
Meanwhile the Vezir’s troops, amazed at what they saw’, were at 
a loss what to do As the Vezir’s last hour was not come yet, 
the Officers of the mutinous Brigade came into the tent, excused 
what had past, and desired him to put on the clothes wdneh his 
servants had brought after him The Vezir incensed, listened, 
to no advice, and addressing them w'lth all the foul language 
he could muster, he cried out. “ You rascally pimps, (and this 
W'as his expression) tf you intend to kill me, kill then, and 
” make haste , for you will ceitatnly be killed yourselves to a 
man , else, if you intend no killing, what do you mean by 
“ all this insolence ? ” Whilst he was speaking, a message 
came from the Emperor to the seditious It was delivered in 


(241) The Nima IS in itself a Djama or Gown, to all intents and purposes , 
but as it does not fold as the other, upon the breast, it serves as a waistcoat, and 
IS therefore reputed an undress Both the Djama and Nima consist only of 
cotton linen 

(242) An European with his hat under his arm, would stare on being informed, 
that to be bare-headed is a high disgtaCe, all over the East, as far as the Ganges, 
The bankrupts, the day they stop paynlent, sit bare-headed in their counting houses, 
^Vlth a lamp burning before them at noon day 

S. M. VOL. III.— 44. 
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Turkish (343) to this purport Instead of confining the Vest r 
you ought to hrtng him to me / am the proper person 
and tf you -want only your arrears / take them upon myself' 
The Vci\r -who amongst several other languages, understood the 
Turkish very well becoming still more angry broke out in fury, 
Jdo messages no messages to these rascals do you rascals 
puske haste go on totih what you intend ' The Officer** 
without minding Ms language supplicated him to accept their 
submission and to mount an elephant which was brought for 
that purpose The Venr mounted when one of these Officers 
whose name was Hassen qhan, the Decanian getting up behind 
in the Qhawass (344) took up the fly driver with one hand and 
the sun screen with the other and continued waiting on him 
until the Veiir landed in hia lodgings , and so soon as the Vezlr 
had alighted he llke\vl8e alighted from behind, and went away 
The Vexir being landed took his seat upon bis Mesned where 
crowds came to make their bow In a Moment be asked where 
was Hassen qhan and being told be was gone he sent after him 
and got him brought back mth his elephant On his being 
come, the \ciir got upon the same elephant and sent a general 
order throughout the army to kill and plunder the men of the 
Bngade Stn^ wherever they might be found In an instant, those 
numerous hungry Robillahs of Nedjib-qhan, who as well as the 
other troops w'ajted only for the order fell upon them and made 
them disappear from the camp — men horses tents, and all The 
troops continued plundering and massacring the whole night 
Some few who threw tbemselves instantly upon their naked 
horses and fled escaped ahve the rest were all put to the sword 
Nor could a single man of them be heard of afterwards 

(*43) The Tarlciib wfalcb b Uve lai 3 go«g« of Govemtoent all over 

I’d*!** 1 * onl/ 1 coriojjtjr In HiodoiUn where the Penlan It the laagTU^ of Goren 
nreot iHrulhelest the Pnoccf of the Timor fimJlj mahe It a point to ipeik It as do 
mo»t of tbdr Minlfttra. Hera, the tDcaaai^ beiof addressed to a Ori^de composed 
almost liitireJy of Eusbeg Torks, or Tatars wms whh gnat propriety deUrered In 
Um Tirrkbh laegrufe. 

(*44) Wo hare beet) obliged to coin a coapio of wordi hero in order to tramUtt 
wlthoot a long drcirmloentlon, two Hledostajil expresrloiu The HlodostanJ Ideas 
dlCTers M) widely from the Earopeae nidoDs, that those »bo would not care to bo 
Archl cup-bearen to the Emperor of Germany or glre the shift to the King of 
VrMce,a d would think themselves polluted by giving him water to wash his 
banils wjlh pndc in sluing In the QharveM that b, I mounting befalad a coach 



A*? soon as this execution was over, the Ve7n w-ho had 
taken umbrage at the Emperor’s supinencss on this occasion, 
returned to tlie cil}, where ha\ing recruited his troops and stores, 
and left the Emperor in the hands of some trusty friend of his 
ow’n, he look with him the Imperial Prince Aaly-goher, (now 
reigning under the name of Shah-Alem,) and marched tow-ards 
Labor, resoKed to re-annex those countries to the Empire of 
Hindobtan This Mini^'ler, wdio was naturally impetuous and 
fond of dispatch, and had also a knack at sow'ing troubles and 
raising disturbances, set out with a numerous arm}, in wdiich he 
had taken care to ha\e all the Grandees of the Court, as well as 
the Prince \aly-goher, and he seemed to be only hunting by 
the way, but yet w'as shortening his distance every day, and 
meanwhile he had managed in such a manner, as to have gamed 
over to his part} the famous Adina-beg-qhan He was alread} 
armed at Lodiana, whithin fifty cosses of Lahoi, when being 
thoroughh satisfied with that man’s fidelity, he by his advice 
sent to Labor a body of troops, under the command of Seyd 
Djemil-cddin, who w-as likewise entrusted with a letter and a 
message to the Begum, relict of Mir-mannS, his uncle He lequest- 
ed she might \ouchsafe to send him her daughter a Princess 
betrothed to him long ago The Begum, pleased wuth the re- 
quest, sent her daughter wnth great pomp and magnificence, 
gave her a suitable dowry in jewels and money, and got her 
accompanied b} a full household of eunuchs, tents, and every 
requisite for a voyage The Verir on his side sent his own 
uncle at the head of a large body of horse, and a cortege of 

or nearly so, and in handling the fly-driver, &c For the person sitting in the Qhav- 
vass, IS ahvajs second to him that sits in the fore part of the Haodah, he is his 
iJivan, and the fl)-driver, or Moor-chull, is the characteristic insignia of his office, 
and were the Emperor to come in Bengal, and the English Company, as Divans of 
that country, to be represented by one man, the Qhavvass and Moor-chull would 
become the latter’s right and duty The Moor-chull is made m the form of a long 
broom, composed of Peacock’s feathers, artfully put up, and resting in a long 
handle studded with jewels The Qhavvass is the third or fourth part of the Haodah, 
from which it is always parted by a board, and has just room enough to afford a 
scanty space to one single man, so that the elephants mentioned in the Jew books 
and in the Greek histones of the times of Cosro, must have been animals of another 
breed The biggest elephant, we have seen m India, (and we have seen some 
thousands) could not afford room to more than four fighting men, and that too 
very scantily. 


THE SEIR 


348 

principal Officers to receive her at a distance and they brought 
her to camp, where a full household and a proper set of tents 
had been provided for her reception, and where she was visited 
by her husband’s aunt The Princess’s mother being by this 
time perfectly well pleased with her match, and quite easy in 
her mind the Vezir dispatched Ybad-ollah qban the Cashmirlan, 
a trusty Commander of his with a number of good troops, together 
with Sejd Djemil-cddra himself who had orders to join by the way 
tome cavalry of Adina beg qhan's The distance was of forty 
or fifty cosses (345) (a hundred and twenty miles) , and all this 
b?ing gone over la one day and night, without hardly stopping 
to take breath at day break they got within Labor and going 
to the Palace where the old Princes n’as yet asleep, and un 
suspicions of what was managed, they sent eunuchs to wake her, 
and putting her In a close chair they carried her to their camp, 
without Labor from whence, after taking one day to refresh 
they returned to the Venr, encamped at Lodiana This Minister 
no sooner saw her alight, than he paid her a respcctfol vibit and 
asked her forgiveness and after giving the Government of 
Labor and MSltao to Adtoa beg>qhan nnder a dear rent of 
thirty lacs a year he returned towards the Capital seemingly 
happy and sstisded with the success of bis journey Bat the old 
Princess was extremely angry and uneasy all the way, giving 
abusive langviage to her guards, and making nothing of crying 
aloud both to them and to their master, " That the indecent and 
" unjust manner with which she had been used would end In an 
' infinity of troubles that would at laat rum his family, and the 
' Capital itself , that the families of the highest nobilJty, involved 
“ in one common min with the poorest cituens, would experience 
' merciless pillaging and rapes and disgraces innumerable that 
" the Empire as well as the Capital, would be overset and rained, 
'and know (would she add cr) mg with all her might) that all 
“this Is not far off You shall see the Abdali king In this Capital 
“mthin six or seven months Look he is comingl All the 
“noblo families ancient or modern will be iniolved In one 
'common massacre no Sheb, no S€yd, will be spared, all all 
'slaughtered I And, in fact matters came to pabs just as the 
old woman had said 


SlriDgt prt- 
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(#^3) Tho jhortot cof>e b tiro G«coi*tricaI miles 
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The Abdali-kmg, informed of the Vezir's insolence, and of 
the liberties he had taken with Mir-inannS’s relict, Hew to Labor 
Mith the \Mngs of re'icntment and celerity , but Adina-beg-qhan, 
who did not think himself a match for him, fled for shelter to the 
desert tract of Hansi, where he took up bis residence in a fortress 
of diflicult access, cspeciall) for want of w'ater The Ve^ir, on the 
other hand, conceiving fears for his owm life, brought his new' 
consort to Mir-mannS’s wudow', entrusted her person to her pro- 
tection, and by dint of entreaties and submissions, made his 
peace w'lth her For the Abdali-king, who was flying on the 
wings of resentment and rapidity, w'as already at tw'enty cosses 
from the Capital of the Empire , and the Ve/ir disconcerted by 
so much expedition, saw no other party left to him, but that of 
submission, and going to the Abdali camp, he presented himself 
before that Monarch The latter at first reprimanded him severely; 
but his cause being pleaded both by Mir-mann8’s Begum, and by 
Shah Vcli-qhan, the Abdali Vezir, wdio had been gained, the 
Monarch readily forgave him, and afterwards continued him in his 
office of Vezir Nevertheless, on the seventh of the first Djemadi, 
of the year 1 170, being a Friday, he quitted his encampment 
and entered the Citadel of Shah-djehan-abad, w'here he had an 
interview wuth the Emperor Alemghir the Second From that day 
his people fell a plundering and sacking so mercilessly, and they 
went on dragging aw'ay people’s wives and daughter^ wuth so 
much cruelty, that numbers overborne by the delicacy of their 
feelings, rather than to fall in such abominable hands, made away 
with themseh es(246) , and God only knows the number and 


(24G) To men accustomed to the milduess of the European Governments, 
the Turkish one appears barbarous It is nevertheless a mild one, when compared 
to the Government experienced by the Persians these eighty years Making a 
garden of men, as they term it that is, burying a couple of hundred of living men 
in the ground, some in an inverted position, with only their thighs and legs out, and 
some with only their heads and arms, all the while exposed to a raging sun, is no 
new, no uncommon practice Shutting women m bags, and then beating them with 
sticks, or pricking them with awls, at stated times, until their fathers or husbands, 
fled into Turkey or into India, should send up such a sum of money, is a very 
common expedient But Persians themselves are a civilised people, when com- 
pared to the Afghans of Candahar In no part of the world is human nature so 
abominably outraged — Their method of carrying away a male pnsoner is this, 
although not even themselves would use it to carry an ox or an ass. They bore a 
hole m his shoulder, under the clavicula bone so remarkable in it, and passing a 
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quality of all the nolenccB exercised for a month together In that 
iH fated city The late Vexir Camer-eddin qhan s Palace and ser 
aglio were nfled of every thing and few houses of the nobility 
and better sort escaped a complete ruin and pollution It was in 
the middle of to much violence and misery that the \bdali king 
betook himself to an alliance of his family with that of Babr He 
mamed his son, Timur Shah to a daughter of Yz eddm brother 
to the reigning Emperor But after having leisurely plundered 
that rich city for thirty da}5 together he sent Djehan qhnn a 
Commander of charicter to chastis e S8f 8di>mull the Dj att and 
he folloned h imself the next da) This nas the fifth time the 
Ab'dali klng^ad^omeliito rilodostan The Vezlr Umad el raulk 
having of his onn motion accompanied Djehan qhan and proved 
of very great service to that General received the Abdall 
king's approbation and applause but mention having been 
made by bis Ministers of a present which that Monarch ex 
pected Umad-el mulk answered that If they would give him 

thoni' or rvpe tbroogh It, mjJce tbd eod of U futtotbdr Middlai, tben mo^ 
sad trot ava; If tbe pritooer etooot follow at Ibe nt» of 30 or 40, jo or 6o 
mlks t dif b« U icBtaotlf killed. Anty pbTsldua of tbe fint nte do boj oo 
yottognto of eren twenty cio e«c*p« Uiooi tod when dUpatw sriie tboot a 
prize the wbole (j pAcided by csttlox dxrwii tbo pKz*. Tbe wocneo aboied by 
them fa an abominable manaor Sod from tbom aj>d alwayt pre/errod a well to an 
Affhao. Glrli of twelve and foorteeo hare become DamajTia.geable In tbdr dia 
boTIci] baada. And we have aeen a lady who ntber than aaboilt to anch an enw 
bnee fon^t tbe Algi^ reaolntely although aoarmed. He lifted hla sabre and 
was gedng to cut bef down when sbe praianted her ano loaded with one of those 
enocmonshmcdols, lorented by neceatity of fwe ^ewadi orirlU /goU andiectlTed 
tbe strobe Dpon tbe gold, wblbt sbe struck tbe man wltb tbe otbar bracelet and 
made blm bleed aeotber stroke, asotber parade and another heavy blon a third 
and tbe poor woman faUgoedt wounded, end spent, was going to fall Nothing 
but a miracle coold eive her and a miracle was> lo fact wrought Instantly At tbe 
moment ol tbe third stroke, a PersUo, one of the Cmxtibash guards hasten ng 
his pace, cried out nsmt 0/ God m*si wurci/ui / and with one blow made 

the Afghan s bead fly o5 from his shouldera. Tbe poor woman, wbo had never 
been out of her house, and bad neror at a foot upoo a street, marched on without 
knowing whither she went, arrd In the orenlog, aba was lucky enough to £nd her 
husband and Eumlly at fnQ twelve coesas frocn that fatal street We have spoke 
to tbe lady sbe Is at Lucknow a CatranI by clan, Sm un» dhet ewa/s An Af 
than s method of deanng bImseU, Is a rery plain one as tbe common soldiers wear 
Doth ag but fetts and go on wHb them for fire years together He lights np a fire 
Unddles over H, and keeps bb body and abominable clothes 1 a aeml'drcular motion 
from right to Idt, and from left to right Nor are their Oflieers mnch cleaner Their 
beoxdi and eye>bro«s rwanri with vermin as well as tbelr soldiers 
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OMt of llu' Tiiinirnn Prmro'-, with an nrnn of Ahrlalics, and full 
power to carry it whcrc\cr lie should tliinlc proper, especially in 
thcronntr_\ o^ \nlcr-hid 'that i*-, the tract betwixt the (wo rivers 
of Ditimna and Ganq;n) he would undertake to bring an 
ininien^'C ''Um intfi tin Rnval 'rreasury The proposal being 
agreed to two Imperial Princes were sent for from the Capital, 
and jnil into his hand^' f he one was 1 b daict-baqhsh, son to 
Abinglnr th< second , and the other, his son-in-law*, Mir/a-babr, 
“•on to 111- brother. r-eddin ; and to these was joined a body of 
M'dalit,^ under the command of Djan-bar-qhan , 

\\\ ha\c already ob-erved that Umad-cl-mulk had conceiv- 
‘d a \iolcnt n\ersion against '\bSl-mans 8 r-()han and hi? family, 
whieh last lie had resob cd to tear up by the root A\ ailing him- 
s( If of the Abdali-king's co\ etoiisncss. he, under pretence of 
raising immr use contributions in the countr) of Antor-bid, or 
Do-nb{247), marched westward wulhanarni) of DSrrani-Abdalics, 
but with not one of the necessaries for making a campaign. 
Being arrived in the neighbourhood of Feroh-abad, he w'as met 
b^ Mimed-fjhan-bangash, who after paying his respects to both 
the Imperial Princes and the Ve/ir, presented them all three 
with a complete equipage, consisting of tents, elephants, horses, 
c.imels, and every other necessary, and moreover added a body 
of Afghans to the Vo/ir’s army The latter being now' at his ease 
and reinforced by a good body of troops, crossed the Ganga, 
and took the road of A 8 d. This invasion, how’ever, did not dis- 
may or intimidate Shudjah-cd-dow'lah, who came out of his 
Capital with a w'ell appointed army and encamped at Sandi- 
pai, the last place of his dominions, where some skirmishes 
took place betwixt the runners of the tw'o vanguards Saad- 
ollah-qhan, who was son to the late ^aly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah, 
hd\ ing offered his mediation, an agreement took place, under 
stipulation of a sum of five lacs of rupees, partly in hand, and 
partly jiayablc by instalments This negotiation, in w'hich Saad- 
ollah-qhan exerted himself zealously for his friend, Shudjah-ed- 
dowlah, and proved of great service to both parties, totally dis- 
appointed Umad-el-mulk, who hoped for great broils and a 
battle, and w'as obliged to repass the Ganga, and to encamp at 
Feroh-abad again, in expectation of what the Abdali-king would 


C 


{247) Di-potamia would be the translation of that compound word 




do with the Djatts It was the seventh of Sbewal, in the 
year 1170 

The King had marched to Belem gur, a fortress of his^ at 
fifteen cosses from Shoh-djehan abad, and having taien it in 
three days by dint of cannon ball and bombs he put to the 
sword every man in the garrison Proceeding from thence to 
Mahtra, which is a famous place ol worship for the Hindoos, 
he gave his Van to Djehan-qhaiT, recommending dispatch to 
that General The latter spurred hJs horse, and arriving un 
expectedly in a holiday ho ruined effectually that nch city his 
soldiers plundenng burning and destroying everything they 
met, and carrying into captivity vast numbers of the consorts 
and children of the best families amongst the wretched atirens , 
an cxecntion that struck such a terror throughout the country 
that all the Inhabitants quitted their babitatiou, and retired 
wuhin their fortress and strongholds Meanwhile the Abdah 
kiQg advanced as far as Acbar abad, but here be found some 
resutauce Mirxa seif^oila beg, who commanded from a long 
senes of years in the Citadel of that cit> refused to submit and 
fired his cannoo to so good a purpose, that no Abdalt chose 
to abide its reaclL Djehanjjh^p, meowbile was bos/ in 
taking one after another the Djatt f ortress, \^e n at oncg a 
mortali^ broke out amongst the Abdalies which swept their_ 
peo£le in such vMt nmnbers as disabled their King from prose 
cuUnghls designs Submitling therefore to bis dcatluy, he recjailed 
his troops from the Djatt country and commenced his march to 
his own dominions Being arrived at the Reservoir of Macsood 
abad which is on the same line with Shab>djehan>abad, he was 
>*ialted by Alemghir the second who wished him a prosperous 
return, and much complained of Umad el muJk The Abdali king 
paid a regmd to his grievances by conferring the office of “ Prince 
of Pnnees on Nedjib qhan now Ncdjjb.ed dflulah, then pre 
sent and bj recommending to his care the Emperor and his famllj 
And this naturally bnogs to our recollection that after the 
confinement of Ahmed shah, and the accession of Alemghir the 
second, dissensions had, arisen very high between Umad-cl mulk 
the Veilr, on one hand, and the two relicts of Mahmed shah on 
the other These were Maleca lemani daughter to Feroh sjmr and 
Saliaba tnalml, both related to and both consorts of Mahmed shah 
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That Prince had from this second consort a daughter of great 
beauty, who had been the darling of her father’s heart These 
two Princesses, mindful of having seen the honour of the 
Empire trodden under by the Marhattas, and fired with indig- 
nation at finding themselves, m every matter, at the mercy of 
Umad-eUmulk, resolved to quit a country where every thing went 
to wreck , and they sent a message to the Abdali-king, claim- 
ing his protection, as being both so nearly related to Mahmed- 
shah and to him. The Abdali-king, who thought himself much 
honoured by such a request, and hoped to be applauded by 
posterity, sent for the daughter which he himself married, and 
he gave the two other Empresses a separate encampment m 
his camp , after which he marched to Labor His son, TimSr- 
shah, coming to join him in his way, he appointed the young 
Prince Governor of Pendjab, MSltan and Tatta, gave him 
Djehan-qhan for Commandant of the troops, and turning towards 
his own dominions, he arrived by continued marches at CabSl, 
and then at Candahar, where Ave shall leave him for a while, m 
order to take breath, and to afford ourselves time to cast a look 
at the affairs of iDecan 

o 

Moosher-Bussy commanded the body of French that had 
taken service with Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan-Muzaafer-djung, 
and had attached himself to Nizam-el-mulk’b family This Officer The French 
availed himself so w^ell of the credit which his post gave him, 
that he became extremely pow^erful throughout the Decan When 
he came to obtain the countries of Sicacol and Radj-benderi, &c , 
for his Djaghir, his influence rose so high, that every affair 
passed through his hands, and he governed with an absolute 
sAvay(248) , he was decorated wnth the surname of Seif-el-mulk, 

(24SJ If any one- has seen M de Bussy, and Colonel Clive, or Governor 
Hastings, in the heighth of their power and influence, he may have taken from 
those two or three individuals a pretty good idea of the different geniuses of the 
French and English nations M de Bussy always wore (in 1750 and 1755) em- 
broidered clothes or brocade, mth an embroidered hat, and, in days of ceremon}', 
embroidered shoes of black velvet He was seen in an immense tent, full sufficient 
for six hundred men of about thirty feet in elevation At one end of this tent he 
sat on an arm-chair, embroidered with his King’s arms, placed upon an elevation, 
which last was covered by a crimson carpet of embroidered velvet At his right 
and left, but upon back chairs only, sat a dozen of his Officers, o\er against him, 
his French guard, on horse-back, and behind these, his Turkish guards His table, 
always in plate, was ser\ed with three, often with four services To this French 
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or " Sword of the State, ’ and the tttle of Umdut el mullc, or the 
" Greatest of the Kingdom ’ This General bad given so great 
a sway In all his affairs, pnblic or pnvate, to HSider-djung, a 
nobleman of those countnes, that the latter came in fact to 
govern the six Soobahdarica of Decan But the English struck 
with this flow of prosperity amongst the French resolved to come 
in for a share of the good things and conquests of India , and 
with that View they joined Mahracd aaly-qhan, son to Anvar 
eddln qhan of Gopa ma8, under whose name they possessed 
themselves of some Distncts of the Province of ArcaL MSsher 
Bus^, meanwhile, taking umbrage at Roc8n-ed dOwlah's ad 
miniatration got him dismissed from his office of Pnme Minister 
which he obtained for Shah nevaz-qban, a nobleman with whom 
he had connections This Minister in the four years which his 
administration lasted, governed with so much vigour and pm 
dence, that the Marbattas never thought of qaittlng their frontiers 
It IS be that drew from inaction and obscurity the two Princes, 
Mir Nuam-aaly and Mir Mahammed sbenf, younger brothers to 
Selabet^djong, two young men who hitherto bad both lived In 
their elder's Palace This was in the year 1169 Mir Nisam 
aaly (who now governs the Decan as Sovereign ) ivas decorated 
with the suruame of the second Asef dja, and sent to govern the 
Barar and Mir Miiabrcf after having been successively decorat 
ed with the titles of Gbudjali el raulk and Burban el mulk, or the 


magnlSeence, b« added tU the parade ud pageant of Hlodooatuj ma nan and 
cmtotia a nomerotia aet of tanta pUb-qbana ; alwajn on elephant hlmaelf, 
ware all hii OScera. He vaa preceded by cbopdan on bora^back, asd bjr a aet of 
moalcuai slnglag hb feata of cblraliy with alwaja two hsad^opdan rachlng hU 
aalogiam. Colonel Clire alwap wore hla reglmenlala la tbs Beld, waa alwayi on 
bone boefc and oerer rode lo a palaiM^am ) be had a plectlfnl table but nowaja 
dcQcat and never more than two eerrlcea. He tued to marcb mostlj ah the bead 
of the coIunfD with bU AM-de-campi or waa banting at the right and left He 
never wore rilta, bot Jn town. Gorarnor Haatlngs tlwaji wore 1 plain coat of 
Eagl »h broad cloth liur never anything like lace or embroidery Hb whole 
reti ne, a dozen of hone>gaards j ho had two cbopdan, alwaya ready to prononnee 
hU enlogiojT) bat, however without his ever so mach aj axapectlng tbelr talent 
foil taelre yean togetharj and he departed for Europe, wltho t to mnch as 
knowioq' those men as o ^torr His torode, a platn cbair of mahoga y with plenty 
of cb throne* Inthahall bis Ubie tomedm * neglected} hi det *p*nng and 
alujys abitemlous bis addreas and deportment, very distant from pride and stHl 
more so, from familiarity 
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" \’alorou‘' and Imjietuous of the State/’ was sent lo go\ern the 
Kingdom of Bidjapoor , and both brotlier^^ departed to their 
respccti\c stations But in the \ery next }cai the olTice of first 
Minister was taken from Shah-ncva7-qhan, and bestowed on 
Mir Mushref, who came from Bidjapoor to receue it How'e^er 
he did not enjoy it , for his brother, Ni/am-aaly, having marched 
to Aoreng-abad w ith a good army, requested his younger brother 
lo take some repose, and assuming at the same time his office 
of Prime Minister, he became the centre of all afTairs, and even 
changed his younger brother’s title into that wdiich had Jbeen 
formerly the title of their common father 

It was in this same year that Baladji-rao, the Marliatta, 
ad\anced upon the frontiers of Aoreng-abad, wuth intr^ntion to 
avail himself of the rising broils, so as to have a pretence for 
quarreling But the conjunctures upon wdiich Jie had reckoned 
had already ceased , and Ni/am-aaly, having left his apparent 
Lord, Selabet-djung, to defend the city of Aoreng-abad, came 
out himself with his brother, Mir-mushref, and ad\anced upon 
Baladji-rao, w'hom he lead beating, as far as Sund-gur, which is 
at thirty cosses from Aoreng-abad , but there he thought proper 
to come to an accommodation in which he consented to give 
Baladji-rko throughout all Decan, a Djaghir of thirty-seven lacs 
of rupees After this he returned Lo Aoreng-abad But MSshur 
Bussy, w'ho commanded an independent body of troops, having 
taken umbrage at this absolute authority assumed by Nizam- 
aaly, conceived the design of breaking his rising pow’er (although 
in fact he only accelerated the ruin of Nizam-el-mulk’s family), 
as he conceived that so long as Nizam-aaly should be at the head 
of so great a force, the influence of the French w'ould become 
only a secondary object By the means of some underhand 
management, conducted by Haider-djung, who, as w'e have said, 
was everything in his affairs, he debauched from Nizam-aaly’s 
service his best Officers, and amongst others Hibrahim-qhan, 
the Gardi (249), an Officer of character, attached this longwhile 

(249) Hibrahim-qhan-gardi was a very thin black man, much pitted with the 
small-pox, who had m times of yore ran with a stick in his hand before Mr de 
Bury’s palenkin, Major of the place at Pondicherry As he spoke a little Portuguese, 
the Major put him amongst the Sepahies whom he was raising, and whose language 
he could not understand Hlbrahim rose in time to be a Commedan,. or Commandant, 
that is, to have a couple of thousand Sepahies, and a Couple of hundred horscj 
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to that young Prince whom he served uitl» n bod> of Ins own 
troops. He debauched m the same manner some other Com 
raandcrs and troops which he took in his oivn service making 
good from his owm treasury eight lacs of rupees, which were due 
to them by Nizam aaly upon their arrears By such an artful 
management he reduced the young Prince to the condithDn of ft 
bird which has lost its feathers He nt the same time laid hold 
of Shah nevax-qhan, and got him confined Being now satisfied 
on those two important articles he conceived a third scheme 
which was that of confining Nizam aaly m the fortress of Gol 
condah, under pretence of carrying him to Halder-abad and 
gtvmg him the Government of that Province which removal 
once effected he conceived that he should remain master of the 
Government to alt intents and purposes This scheme was laid 
with great secrecy but Nizam aaly having by dint of penetra 
tion guessed the whole of Its dnft he resolved to be beforehand 
with MSshur Bussy by killing his Minwter Halder-djung Hav 
Ing imparted his design to a few trusty persons be fixed on the 
third of Ramazan m the year 1171 for its execution That very 
day Halder-djong was coming to Niracn-aaJy s quarters for some 
Tnjobltu ia business and having observed some movements that did not 
please him, he wanted to go back, when he was set upon in 
stantly and had his throat cut 10 a moment NUam-aaly after 
stnking such a blow threw himself upon a horse, and fairly 
made his escape the whole French arm} with their artillery, in 
order of battle, standing astonished and dismayed as if they had 
been an army of statues and pictures set upright in a plain 
This was a daring intrepid action that equalled any thing done 
by Rustem or Ispent yar (350) and where it seemed that 

coder blj cottunind. He »ooo bcc«n>« Iod£p«ndest of hit berwfftclckn, u did Is time 
ill the commiadaotk id ibg French aerrlcp who allored them a Daubei' of 
hoTM lod foot or>dcr their comnuod at nndered them prood. The French are tha 
Girt who raised Sepihlei ia I dia, that U, who moiketi aod bayoneti to the 
ctrantr7.mQjkcte«ri hot wboerer ihoold coodado from tht ttamo that the/ rrero 
anything coftjfnrable to the Eo^Uih Sepabies of oar da/t would commit ao eoonaoos 
mUtake. TTie French could aeithar chan^ their drear or cloth them anJfonnlj’ or 
keep their amu la mder or panith them or proreirt tbdr firing awaj thifr ammo 
nition at the new moo or pay them tfaesrudres, or bring them coder the least 
reitral t or dIaetpUne They were a rd>bl with ftnmina# turbantj and Immense 
t owsers with matkets jo ill u od, that oot one in twenty was In order 
^ (350) Two Umenu faerooa of tbo ancient Petslaii History — Sft Hf Skmnaatai 

cn Htnic I m nre<in /itxt iketumnd disiUks 
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Mtio'-hnr-nii''^) in'i all hi^ Othr^r' nf tlicii In 

ihi c*Mifu''t(r? o>iu' Ilaiutr diun**' pi npi** ra!' to Slnli-nt \n/- 
'jjii In'- vnsi Mr. \?nln'.ni lii-(p >i^ url piJ i hnn hath todratli, 
to^ctl’cr V, ith atsf-ith ‘r iM'drnia fd i >i i*ip‘. mi*' I'lllrd \inm- 
< i‘ '1 h< U (iniU Im nn; i, S d du t dpnrf, Mir Mti^hrcf, 

aiu’ Mf' I'-lr r-Ba'.-'V n turned to IIahI' r-.th.wl As to Xir.am-a.ily, 
I" toid, to th. roa I o! H'^rlj inpNr, f-nind ni< itis to roi'atn Ins 
olu ^cr\aiu, 1 Ithralitin-ijii m-yardi , nm> after tint .iclion, !i<' 
iM.nrrlitd \uth lii.n in lln!ril\, u!ur< lh< \ put unde r roninbution 
th' n< li nu of thi <onntr\. and n.jon'jsi otln r^ M ilitne d-nn\ ar- 
qhan tin BFrh.an-pSri in 'Flits noMfiinn lu<l arted as incdnlor 
in tiu' treat) whuli Ind ofu o tal'ii plart hi'luiiMi the Marhalta 
(jctu rrl Satu radji*m lihar, .ind tin \*ii;tre>\. I Iossem.a.d\'-f|lian , 
In whuh tl i, lallt r had cniisr nt< <1 to pa\ the Marhafl.is, a ChoSt, 
or n Irihute 1 his n(di!<*nian iiu < used to hnd htinsclf so toi ment- 
cd for moot) Mid fatcuell to his oun i ^ isf.jtici*, iiuJ was htiriud 
in tlu G-irde-n of Shah*) ssa, ,\(i\ Djund-allah I'lu sc contnhu- 
lionc ha\ini; jnil it in Xtrain-aai\ s powti to raist i i^ood hod) 
of troops, h(‘ tnarchefi from nSrh.mpSr and look up his quarters 
at Bissttn, a prinrip.''l town of ihc dependencies of Barar 
Tlure he had man) dispuio* and scweral engagements with the 
Muensdar, or Marh.nta t'Mvernor of that I^roMiiCf who was 
Diano dn, son to Ragho-dii-hhossclah. with whom he at last con- 
< 'iidi’d an agri eiiKiit \ftirlhii. lie marched to ll.uder-ahad, 
w here great disputt s and dissensionb arose between iIk' three 
brothers At last it was agreed that Selabet-djung and Ni/am- 
aal) bhould remain and live together, hut tliat Mir Mushref 
should immediately proceed to his Go\ eminent of Bidjapoor 

Whilst tin brothers w’cre disputing amongst Lhomsoivcs, 
Srda-slnS, a relation of tin Marhalta I3.dadji-r.io, intrigued so 
well with the Governor of Ahmed-nagur, tliat this fortiess, once 
the Cainlal of the Kings of Nizatn-shah’s family, — that fortress 
wlncii had cost so much time and trouble to Abdol-rahiin-qhan, 
the General of the Imperial Prince Soltan-danial, and wdnch 
since Soltan-acoar-shah’s reign, had always been in the pos- 
session of Its particular Governors, was surrendered in a day, 
and became annexed to the Marhalta Empire. This city and 
fortress had been built in the year nine .hundred by Ahined- 
nizam-shah, King of Bidjapoor, wdio gavm it Ins own name He 
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condition that the Veilr obtained his request from the Emperor 
But the ungrateful young Lord, forgetting the education he had 
received m that Minister's house where he had learned several 
languages acquired a taste for poetry and had become a learned 
man as well as a good soldier henceforward turned his back on 
bis benefactor , and unmindful of the many obligations he owed 
to that family and the constant support he had received from it, 
he ]Oined Intjaam ed-dfiwlah, and the Emperor with his mother, 
In the conspiracy of oversellmg the Vexir and demolishing hu 
power Nor was it long before the Minister liad Information of 
this conspiracy for in a few days the Emperor sent him word, 
to desire his leaving to His Majesty the disposal of the artillery 
and of the bathing place that is the private apartments, and he 
recommended to him a better discharge of his doty as a Vexir 
For the latter, sensible that a breach had now taken place between 
himself and bis master abstained henceforward from going to 
Court and the Emperor mtiraidated at this, commenced caress 
Ing him anew and he even went to see him id which visit he 
excused what had passed and seemed to have regained tui 
heart Bat as the reconciliation on either side vveot no farther 
than the lips and it nos evidently defective In Inith and imcent), 
months after months were spent in fruitless negotiations to the 
very beginning of the year ii66 and even the first six months 
oT that year were taken up in negolntious and hkeuise in giving 
birth to some events which we are to mention 

The Vexir was at a loss how to act. To levy war against 
the Emperor seemed both improper and odious and on the other 
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hand he apprehended that the conspiracy aimed at his life as 
well as ’ll his power and mfluence The truth is that he had 
neither that fund of policy, nor that blase of daringneas re 
qulsite for an enterprise of such a high nature , he had not that 
disregard to scruples necessary to a man that had conceived 
such high flown projects nor that suffncbs of mind that enables 


him to overlook all obstacles and to set at nought ail consider 
atjODS, he wanted also a sufficient extent of genius to take an 
adequate view of the strength of his parly, and he had too high 
an opinion of that of bis enemies In fact, such u'as the opinion 
entertained of his power in the beginning of the troubles and so 
inconsiderable appeared In comparison both lutyiam^d ddwiah, 
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and that child of Mir-sheab-eddin that, had he only opened 
his mouth, there were many Commanders m his service, who 
on a single order of his would have gone, seized, and bound 
those two Lords in their very lodgings , nor had either of them 
dared to offer the least resistance in such a case Destiny blind- 
ed the Vezir’s eyes, and shut up his ears effectually And the 
Emperor sensible of his irresolution, wrote him a note at mid- 
night, the purport of uhich had been agreed to in a Council 
between those t\\o Lords and the Court eunuchs It Avas in the 
Emperor’s own hand The Emperor ha\ingsent for the Deputy- 
Grandmaster of the artillery, who, as such, had the command 
of the Citadel of Shali-djehan-abad on the Vezir’s part, bid him 
carry the note himself, and added to it a long message upon 
severed subjects The foolish. ejiLused- hi.niself on the im-^ " 

propriety of quitting ’nit, ^lost , but the Emperor insisted, adding 
that it Avas for a matter of impoitance Avhich admitted of no 
delay The man had the simplicity to take up the note, and to 
carry it directly As soon as he A\as out of the gate, the Em- 
peror ordered all the gates to be shut up, and admittance to be 
denied the man for the future At the same time the garrison 
placed by the Vezir, and Avhich AA'as all composed of his oAvn 
troops, Avas driven out of the Citadel Avilh much ill usage All 
the Vezir’s friends and officers AA^eie likcAVise forbidden admit- 
tance Moreover, the cannon on one of the towers, Avhich com- 
manded the Vezir's Palace, was turned against it, and every 
preparative AAas made for contention and Avar The Vezir Avho 
conceived that contending AVith an armed hand against the 
Emperor AA-^ould redound to bis dishonour, render his person 
odious, and bring upon him the imputation both of rebellion 
and ingratitude, submitted to his fate, and only asked leave to 
repair to his Governments beyond the Djumnah (235) ; and this 
being denied, he took his OAvn party, came out of toAA n Avithout 
leave, encamped at about two or three cosses distance, and 
resolved to go to his Governments Avithout leave indeed, but, if 
possible, without battle or bloodshed This lesolution was no 
sooner know, than his enemies resolved to attack and fight 
him, and even to haA’^e his life 

(235) Hah-abad and Aood are, with respeet to Delhi, both beyond the 
Djuinna 
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are all zealous Sunnies and having' set up a standard as if their 
religion had been in danger he published that the Vezlr was a 
Shyiah, and a Rafxy, or blasphemer (236), and he invited all the 
Mussnlmen to join against one that had blasphemed the sue 
ccsiors and waged war ag^nst them He added that this was a 
sacred war and that, as such it conferred the merits of martyrdom 
on whoever should perish m iL On this publication, thousands 
and tboasands of armed men flocked towards the standard, and 
nothing was heard hot cries of four snccessors, and four friends 
and whoever was met with in the streets, and suspected to he a 
Sh^ah, or even a well wisher of the Veiir's was sure of being 
stripped and beaten t Tve even were WWed The ho'\iSt o( the 
lateMahmed Isaac qhan inhabited by his two brothers Mirra aaly 
qban and Salar djung was plundered and sacked as was that of 
IsmaSl beg qhan, a principal Commander In the Veiir’a army 
whose house was knono to be replenished mtb precious arms, 
money jewels, and neb furniture to the amount of several corors 
In short, ui^an of character who was kuonn to be either in the 
Veiir’s army or in bis interest escaped unhurt Tlie houses of 
every one of them were plundered and sacked nor did any part 
escape devastation but the women 5 apartinenL To punish these 
excesses, S8r8 d] t^ll, the Djatt attacked, by the Vezir s order, 
( ^^Lpart^of the city called old Dellil and lyh jchj s t\ en ne befan d 
stfll^more populous than Shah djehan-abad itself and he pl unde r 
ed and sacked U so thoroughly that an Infinity of people Jogt 
their consorts and chfldren and were totally mined beside* 
numbers that iverc massacreJ A ranltltnde of all sorts had taken 
refuge in the house and quarter of Shah bassult bod and sue 
ccssor to shah mahroed djaafer on the expectation that his holy 
character being exceedingly respected bj every one and b) the 
Vczir amongit others who lived on teriD’^ of friendship and 
intimacy with him uould prove a safeguard to hts house and 


(ajO) Th« SbyUhi, soC uUafwd frith r JoctlDg the three Lord*, whom we bare 
heen medUofilDf toQM dme luioel/ AbS-beJer Orarr md Oiouin (aJthoejb 
the/ did really to cc eed, sod carried th« Muamlmin rums from the Loire Id France 
to tbe {□ lodb^ load them frith aboa* and lorectlref althoa^h (hey have 

b««D tbe Prophet** protecton, aad hid mad* him their aon^olatr Heaee ** 
•egrmon, they are called BlaapbcfBcrs or Raladblts by the Saoali,— Tbe 
Emperor of Hladostaa bcl f reputed a riccewr to there laccenon If blrtuelf 
ftyled a QhiUL 
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qiinftcr It) the ijoin ral p!umi<.t ant) inA‘'‘'rv<, n , Init they wcic 
nij'-la^cn, and tlu‘'’C dtMud fl ponplc tindt rwcnl (Ik un)iap[)v 
fair a*: liir tiJht rs Xn re 'pert, no rc\;a!tl was p.nd to Jt,— hul 
It‘t jn*'^ in •'ilrnct, ovrr all horror^, — for pa^'l is wlial is 

pa<i. — O God pr<siT\t u-', pus t\( nil i)»c Imamitos from such 
(la\5 as tlusc(.’3/) \ftcr si\ inondis’ sKu^Iitt r nml ruin, both 
pnrtu s bf'catnt lut tl tif vmh a hfi, and bnlli ‘•cunud desirous of 
a pearr I he lanperor and his Minsters sent the first messatje , 
\nd the Wnr, v.ho uis lirtd of tlic imint nso ( vpt nses hr dail\ 
inciirretl. and who au^pircd no jjood from all these troubles, 
gave his eons# ni l'it\ » ini-rti-<lr>v\ lab served as mediator in tlu 
terms of the agrt t nu nl , and this was, that the two Goarrn- 
mt nls of II di- Ind and i shoidi) he left to the X'erir. Tlu sc 
terms }n\iijg ag.#fd to, tlu latter m the hLgmning of the 

vtar J 167, set out I# r those rounttu *•, ami left the lu Id to ^flr- 
sh( ab-eddin 

/ This daring )oung man had, during the war with the Venn, 
called to h)s as-sjstauct from Malta, the Marhalta General 
Hokar-mallMi under promise of a high pay, hut he arrived / 
after th c I'ud sjun of the peace Xewcrlheless, as tlic Minister > 
was Jugal) ex.asprratt d against the Djalts for tlicir connections ^ 
with th# 7ir. and the assistance the) had given him, and as 
on th#' Ollier liand, he was found of nunaining m power, lie a\ ailed 
himself <»f the aiiital of the Marh.ilta troops to f ill upon the' 
Djntl SSGIdj-mull The latter who ihouglit himself o\ er-jnatched 
in the field, took shclti r in certain strong fortresses of his, 
known under tlu names of Dig, Comir, and Buhret-poor, where 
he was immediately beseiged , and as it is impossible to take 
such forlressc"s without battering cannon, Mir-sheab-eddin who 
feared lest matters should draw' to a length, sent to the Emperor 
to request some hea\y artillery. The person lie sent was 
Akybel-mahmood-qhan, a Cashmirian, who was everything in 
that Minister’s house, but, liowever, a wicked dangerous man, 

(237) Had not the author been a most bigotted Shyiah, he would not have 
spoiled that fine exclamation by restricting that benevolent wish of his to the Imamites 
only, that is, to the Shyiahs The text has the word MQvimimn, which signifies the 
faithful, and which Shyiahs assume to themselves exclusively to all other Mussulmen, 
The exclaimation, besides ils inhunran partiality, is inconsequent , it being the 
Sunnies who actually had lost their consorts and their lives by the violence of the 
Shyiahs, whereas the latter had lost only some property by the Sunnies 
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seditions and factious to a high degree This request did not please 
Intyzam-ed dfiwlab, the Veiir, who was an honest well meaning 
man He knew tliat as soon as those fortresses sho uld have_ been 
taken, both the mast er an d the^nvoy would not fai l to return to 
the dty, anTto avail them selves of_ their prevalence to torment 
indiscnminatoly both friends and foes He ^^refore a^usd^the 
Emperor to refuse the _artil^ry The Cashmirian apprised of 
that '‘formed himself a party amongst the Mansoobdars or 
MiUtar) Officers of the Crown and the people dependent on the 
artdiery and partly by threats and by promises of plunder as 
well as by a vanety of other means be engaged them to jom bis 
party m taking Intyiam td-d6wUh out of the way Having 
fixed a day for this purpose he assembled a moltitude of people, 
nad made an attack upon that Minister s bouse but being 
n pulsed he quitted the dty, and putting himself at the head of 
several bodies of banditties that joined together, he fell a plunder 
ing all those Oistncts that depended on the Qhalissa-office at 
the head of which presided that oobiemaD as well as all those 
in the environs of the Capital which be knew to be held as 
Djaghirs b) the several Lords of the Court 

W h lis t he was busted in that maoner, SSrSdi muJl^ besieg e d 
1 ^ his fort ress sent up several req uests both to the Empero r 
and to Intyiam-ed-dflwlab his Minister, repr esen ting "That if 
' t hey buff ered Mir sbeab-eddin and bis MaiiaU^ with 

his schemes a time would come when be ^uJd tu rn bis e yes 
upon the throne itself as well as upon the Vexirship, and 
would attempt to overturn the Government, so as to new model 
It to his own mind That be therefore submitted it to the 
‘ Impenal wisdom whether m such a state of things It would 
not be proper for Hfs Majesty to come out with his Minister 
and ami} and under pretence of bnngmg into order the 
Districts of the Imperial demesnes, and, hunting on the way, 
‘ to advance as far as Sekenderah where it would be easy to 
* send for Abool mansSr qhan, a man who in such a case would 
not fail to join In crushing Mir sheab-eddln and the Marbattas ' 
This advice having been approved by both the Emperor and the 
Minister the Monarch set out on a hunting party, and took with 
him the ladies of his sanctuary as well as his Ministers all the 
Lords of the Court as well as hJs army and artillery in the 
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course of his hunting he, from plain to plain, advanced as far as 
three or four cosses beyond Sekenderah But he was averse 
from tlie party of applying to Ab81-mans8r-qhan , nor was it 
better relished by either his mother, or the Vezir, Intyzam-ed- 
dowlah, who after Djavid-qhan’s death, had leagued with that 
Empress. I n complying with this p ar t of SSrSdj-mull’s advic e, 
the y seemed to act with dilatoriness and reluctanc e All these 
counsels and this irresolution having been reported to Mir- 
sheab-eddin, who was exceedingly alert and intent upon his 
own schemes, he re-called Akybet-mahm8d, and sent him to 
the Empeior’s camp, as if to give him advice that some thousajods 
of disbande d Marha tta horse, having made their appearance m 
his neighbourhood, had suddenly disappeared without it being 
known where they would shew themselves again The envoy 
having said so much, returned to his master The slothful 
Emperor paid no great attention to the message, and the negli- 
gent Vezir, whose particular business it was to watch over the 
army, and to insure the honour of the Imperial household, as 
well as the safety of the Imperial person, quietly went into his 
tent, and fell to his afternoon’s nap, after having heard the 
message. But the Marhatta General, Holcar Malhar, was no^so 
sleepy Highly incensed against the~Emperor and his Minister 
for t heir denial of some heavy cannon, he had lef t his son, Ghandi- ^ 
rao, to keep the Dja tts in a we, and had set out hi mself wit h a A 
view to distress the Imperial camp with respect to water and 
forage, and by that means to find some opportunity to lay hold 
of the cannon, or at least to strike some good blow , he also wished 
to have no sharer in this expedition, and to be left to himself 
Without giving any intimation of his design to any one, not 
even to Mir-sheab-eddm, he set out in the beginning of the 
night, passed the D]umna at the ford of Mahtra, and was close 
to the Imperial army, before any one knew of his having so 
much as left his camp , and, first of all, he fired some rockets 
to feel the pulse of the enemy At sight of these, it was conclud- 
ed in the Imperial camp that MahmSd was burning some village 
in the environs, and the matter appearing of no consequence, 
no one concerned himself in examining more narrowly into the 
matter, when at the latter part of the night, it was found that 
Holcar himself was at hand On this intelligence the Emperor 


S M VOL HI —-43 



THE sEiR 


338 

and his Ministers, both eqoiJly cowards and unexperienced, lost 
their presence of mmd, and were equally incapable of flying 
with recollection, or of making a stand The Emperor with his 
mother, and Semiam-ed-dOwlah with the Vciir, got npon their 
elephants, wrapped and muffled up as If they had been women, 
and without so much as assembling their officers, or saying a word 
to any one, they fled with all their might towards the Capital, 
leaving their consorts, daughters, and families at the disposal of 
the enemy It being rtunoored, half an hour after that they 
were gone, the whole army, officers, and soldiers disbanded, 
andrfled with arms and some baggage as far as Sekenderah 
At day break the Marhattas pursned them thither, and plundered 
and stripped every one of them, after having already plundered 
the. Imperial camp, with the Imperial tents, and furniture 
Malecka zemani daughter to Feroh seyur, and consort to 
Mahmed shah, with other Pnncesses of the Imperial ffimily, as 
well as a vast number of ladies of the highest distioctioD fell 
into Holcar a hands That General treated them with the highest 
respect and even abstained from touching either theJrpersons or 
even those jewels aitb whidi they were covered, to an immense 
amount and this absUoence of bis is an Indubitable fact , but it is 
no less certain that an indelible disgrace befell the honour of the 
Imperial bouse of Timor that day aod that those sublime gates, 
on the threshold of which Kings and Sovereigns, together with 
all mankind had been accustomed to rub their foreheads in 
token of respect became from henceforward an object of derision 
aod a standing mark for the kicks of the vilest men But such 
are God s dispensations let us submit to them 

Whilst this sceae ^vas _acttpg At Si»ken defahj^Mir»flh eab 
ed dln was still ocCTpled \vfth the ^loctade but he n o soone r 
heard of tSlT agalr than ho quitted the field , _ and came to Ae 
aty, leaving jiSrSdj mull at full liberty to rid him self of the 
miseries he had been undergoing for the Marha^ General 
was by This tT me gone^bme and Djehi-apa, the second General, 
had 8^ out for Narnol A few days after this departure, Mir 
sheab-eddln bad found means to gain over to his party both 
Semsam-ed-dOwIah and ail the Commanders, and allthe ungratcfnl 
Colonels that were attached to the service of the Imperial artll 
lery He then put himself at the head of a body of Hludostauies 
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and Marhattas, and going to the Vezir Intyzam-ed-dowlah’s 
Palace, he of his own authority dismissed him from his office, 
which he took for himself, procuring at the same time the office 
of “ Lord of Lords” for his friend, Semsam-ed-dowlah The 
next morning he went to the Palace to put on his Qhylaat, and 
at noon he seized both the Emperor Ahmed-shah and his mother, 
Oodem-bhai, whom he ordered to be kept in confinement It was 
the tenth Shaaban of the year 1167 Immediately after this, he 
sent for Aziz-eddm, son to the late Muez-eddjn-djehandar-shah, 
and having proclaimed him Emperor, under the surname or title 
of Aalem-ghir-sani, or Aalem-ghir the second, he installed hull on 
the throne Seven days after, he ordered Oodem-bhai to be 
blinded, by having a red hot needle drawn across her eyes, and he 
accused her of being thecause and contnverof all the troubles , he 
then served the Emperor, her son, m the same manner Probably 
none of these direful events had happened, had the Emperor 
condescended to apply to Ab 81 -raans 8 r.qhan, who was then at 
hand, although in his Government 

That Viceroy, on his arrival in what he called his own 
ground, stopped at Mehdi-ghat, where he built himself a lodging, 
reviewed and completed his army, and attached 'himself to its 
discipline , preparing at the same time all kinds of stores, and 
seeming to mind nothing but whatever could strengthen and 
increase his power He seemed intent on some project, wheri 
at once, without any previous ailment, a furuncle was perceived 
at his foot , and this having soon degenerated into a cancer, 
which baffled all the art of the physicians and chirurgeons, the 
evil in a little time rose to a heighth , and on the seventeenth 
of Zilhidj in the same year, he departed this life, and winged 
his flight towards the regions of eternity His body, according 
to his ovn df'sire, was carried to the Monument of the King of 
Braves{238), and buried there He was succeeded by his son, 
Mirza-djelal-eddin-haidyr,surnamed the Shud]ah-ed-dowlah(23g) 
The young Prince continued in the management of the helm that 
same Ismail-beg-qhan, who had been his father’s principal General 
and trustiest Minister, and all the Officers, Commanders, 

(238) Aaly, called by the Shyahs Shah-t~merdan, is the King of Braves His 
tomb IS at Cosah, betwixt Basrah and Bagdad 

(239) The Valorous of the Empire 
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Governors, and Grandees or Nobles, promoted by his father, 
remained In possession of the offices and pensions they enjoyed 
But in a bttlo time, Ismall-beg-qhan Ukcwl«e departed hia life, 
and Temkin qhan, an ennuch of his household, snecoeded him 
IP hlj office of Pnme Minister It ^vas at this same time that 
Saadat qhan died at A8d bangla He Is the same man who 
bore the title of Zolficar djung also and had cut so strange a 
figure m the expedition against Adjmir But as Shudjah ed 
dfiwiah cats so capital a figure in our history, the reader probably 
may be pleased with hearing some particulars of thatPnnces 
cbaJacter 

Shudjah ed-dflwlah In hit own temper was slothful negligent 
and careless but so valorous that, witli that single quality of 
his he found means to contain the Zemindars and the other 
refractory people with which hU domialona abounded so that 
his Government was always respected He was exceedingly 
fond of the company of women withoat being attached to any, 
and addicted to every land of pleasure without exception save 
however that of dnoUog wine Nevertheless there appeared 
no impudence in his character, and no contempt of decorum In 
his behaviour He had such an abondent fond of goodness 
liberahty and benignity, as made him connive at trespasses 
against bis Interest and rendered him ever ready to forgive the 
guilty He governed quietly bis dominions for three or four 
years, when the Abdali king at the instigation of Mir sheab 
eddiD now styled Umad el mulk, Invaded Hindostan, and march 
ed directly to Shab-djeban abad This was in the year 1170 
That Minister's Intention was to join an army of Abdalles to an 
army of Rohlllahs and Bangasb Afghans who being Inveterate 
and sworn enemies of Shudjah ed dOwIahs father and family 
would be glad to embrace any soheme for entirely demolishing 
and ruining that rising power This league however did not 
intimidate Shudjah-cd dfiwlah Without being dismayed by the 
threatened storm he stood his ground so well that he was left 
to himself, as we shall relate as soon as we shall have dispatch 
ed some matters relative to the Western parts of Hindostan 

Wc have left Mir mannS nearly absolute Viceroy of both 
M81lan and Pendjab He resided at Labor where having 
mounted his horse to take an airing he went out of the city. 
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and put his horse on a gallop, when he was suddenly seized by 
a fit of apoplexy, which ended at once in a palsy that stopped 
him short ; so that all he could do was to continue his voyage 
into eternity This event is recounted in a different manner 
by a person in his service, who was very familiar with him He 
says that Mir-mann8 was encamped, and that he took horse to 
look at the troops of one of his Commanders, encamped within 
a short distance^ where he sat down to a dinner The enter- 
tainment proving sumptuous, and consisting of a great variety 
of precious dishes, he tasted of everj^ one In the evening, he 
got upon his horse to go home, and put it to a gallop 5 afld he 
was actually galloping when finding something that pained him 
within, he alighted, stretched himself upon the ground, and in a 
few moments expired The Abdali-king hearing of this sudden 
death, conferred the Government on Mir-m8men, son to the 
deceased, and as he was yet a child, he recommended him to 
his mother together with the whole country It must be observ- 
ed that the deceased Governor, keeping always a great army 
on foot, and being engaged besides in a variety of heavy ex- 
penses, which the revenues of the country could not support, 
he had betaken himself to the expedient of oppressing and 
squeezing the body of farmers, as well as the people in general 
But his credit was so strong at Court, that there was no carrying 
any complaint against him , and on the other hand, it being a 
standing rule amongst the Syks to support each other at all 
events, numbers of people who could find no redress any where 
and were driven to so much despair as to cry famine, famine, 
about the streets, very naturally recurred to that fraternity, 
where they were sure of finding some resource. The whole 
business of admission seemed to consist in putting on a blue 
coat, letting the hair grow all over the body, and repairing in 
shoals to G8r8-Govind From that moment they became Syks, 
and were entitled to the protection of the whole body, and looked 
like men freed from all their miseries In this manner this sect 
or fraternity, which was already in vogue, having turned out to 

f 

be a sure resource against 6ppression, it grew to an immense 
number , especially at this timej when the Government of a 
country involved in troubles was to be managed by a woman , 
and as that sex is destitute of strength of mind, the disorders 
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and troubles continued to increase I^er Ministers commonly 
availed themselves of her retired life and immured circumstances, 
to render such an account of their respectne departments each 
m his own way, as served only to perplex “^nd confound her 
understanding Hence the tenants and farmers became more 
oppressed than ever, and shoals of people flocking to the Syks, 
these people grew exceedingly numerous, and commenced 
talking high to the Officera of Government The nobility and 
pnncipal men of the country who looked at these desertions 
with both ajnaxement and disdain made it a point to stand aloof 
whilst the eunuchs the freed men of the seraglio and a variety 
of homely bom vile men took possession of all the affairs. 
Things were In such a state when the young Mir mSmen 
departed his life and then the Government fell into the hands 
of Qhoadja mSsa-ohrai, his brother in law But as Becan qhan 
who had acted as Prime Minister under the deceased Vlcerov 
wanted to render himself master of the Government, and he had 
been intngulog with that view the Governess who was informed 
of his iQtentious and was already incensed against him, com 
manded bis attendance within the seraglio or sanctuary and as 
soon as he was within the gate she got him surrounded by a 
number of stout women, who put bun to the cudgel so severely 
that he expired under the operation A short time had elapsed 
since this event, when Qboadja abdollab-qhan son to Abdol 
semed-qhan that anaentvictonons Viceroy of Labor having fonnd 
means to seize and confine the Governess contrived likewise to 
obtam from the Abdali Idng, the patents of the two Governments 
But Feraman qhan who had brought those patents to Labor, 
having commenced acting with authority and plundered and 
ruined numbers of people, the new Viceroy who did not like hli 
presence and was also teased by the troops who became cLimor 
oos for their arrears, found it was out of his power to satisfy 
their demand so that to save his life and honor he fled from 
Labor to the disgrace of all Government. In such a confusion 
of all order, the Governess found means to re-assume the com 
mand and having been in a little time put under confinement 
by Qhoadja mlrza-qhan, who had been one of the pnnapal Com 
manders In her husband s army, the troubles at last subsided 
and a compromise look place between her and that oIBcer 
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All these troubles and commotions having been faithfully 
reported to the new Vezir, Mir-Sheab-eddin, now styled Umad-el- 
mulk, he conceived the design of recovering the provinces of 
Pendjab and MSltan from the dependance of the Abdali-king 
Without imparting his scheme to any one, he set out with 
Alemghir, the Emperor of his appointing, and encamped at Badely, 
at some distance from the city He intended also to bring 
to order and to reduce to submission the officers of the corps 
marked with the letter Stn^ who, availing themselves of the need 
the Vezir had stood of their service in his disputes with Ab81- 
mans8r-qhan, had extorted from his hands all the Districts of 
the Qhalissah-office, and all the best demesne lands about the 

C> 

city, as a security for their pay and arrears , they had besides 
assumed airs of importance, and proved unruly and refractory. 
With this view he sent for my father, and after appointing him 
Fodjdar of Ser-hend. Taneser, and Pani-poot, with some other 
districts of the Qhalissah, he advanced to the latter town As 
the negotiation for recovering these lands from the officers of 
the Brigade Stn^ had been carried on by Kishen-chund, a Gentoo , 
Radja Nagurmull a Hindoo, who became exceedingly jealous 
of him, sent for the principal Officers, all men highly discontent- 
ed, and he informed them that Sdyd Hedaiet-aaly-qhan, that is, 
my honoured father, who commanded in the Districts snatched 
from their hands, was a man of property, from whom, by a 
proper application to the Vezir, they might easily get an advance 
of two lacs of rupees upon the rents of those Districts, a sum 
that would go a great way in discharging their arrears , and 
that in ease he should not consent to that advance, he undertook 
to find a man that would pay it down, on condition of his being 
put in possession of those Districts The Officers accustomed 
this longvvhile to speak in an imperious style, and inconsolable 
at their being deprived of such productive Districts, swore to 
stand by each other, and the next day they sent their agents 
to the Vezir with the proposals. Meanwhile, my father, who 
had been informed of the turn which this affair had taken, and 
was unwilling to accept the condition, sent his resignation by 
the channel of the above Kishen-chund, whom he followed soon 
after to the Vezir’s quarters. That Minister, after having pass- 
ed a- couple of hours in giving a public audience, in which he 
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trans^ed bmineas mth my father, with Self eddin mahmed 
qbaii, with Nedjlb-qhan, and with Nagnr mnll, and aorae others, 
was getbng up to retire to his private appaitments, when he 
was stopped by the Brigade agents, who by Nagur ninll s 
management bad joined together in informing him that the 
Brigade Stn wanted a targe sum of money in part of their arrears 
The Vciir, without seeming embarrassed, answered that he had 
no objections but that the corps must be reviewed first The 
agents sensible that no penmen would dare to form difficulties 
In a day of re\iew consented and they only requested that 
somb MBlsuddies (340) might be appointed to review their corps 
The Veiir on bearing these words lamed toivards Nedjlb-qhan 
and directed him to review the Bngadc to which that Officer 
coDsenbng, he immediately sent orders to his son, Zabeta qhan, 
to pitch up a tent in an open spot and to review the Brigade 
The agents surprised found that the time was come for some 
great discovery it being understood that these two Officers were 
not men to be either tampered with or overawed being themselves 
Officers of high character and at the bead of severaJ thousand 
horse Straight they dispatched a messenger to their con 
sbtuents for the purpose of advUlng them to be upon their guard 
The others finding tliat they would bo mined by such a review 
conceii cd that there was no other expedient for escaping a discov 
ery than that of exating a sedition and a mutiny In conse 
quence, they exdted ibdr most ferodous men to take the lead 
Meanwhile the "Vezlr was refired to bis private apartments 
having with him only three or four persons, as Nedjib^ban, 
Radja Nagur mull, and Klshen-chuad A little after, Nedjib-qhon 
went awa} My father waited without, anxious to render his 
resignation acceptable, and to get rid of so disagreeable an 
affair when at once twenty or thirty troopers of the Bngade 
SiH came to the curtain of the private apartment, and exclaimed 
against their Officers, complaining of their being reduced, for 
want of both arrears and pay, to a starving conditions. Soon 
after, these men were joined by some more the appearance of 
uhicb caused the harcaras or messengers at the gate to write a 
note, and to sent U In by an cnnuch- The Vcair after having read 
U got up m the undress in which he then stood and was going 
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out M} father stopped him short, and represented that it was not 
proper lor him to go out I shall cci tainlygo, answered the Vezir , 
/ 7 vant to speak to them and appease the tumult. My father 
said nothing, but finding him resolved to go out, he joined him 
The Vezir raised the curtain, spoke to them, and informed them, 
that they would be paid as soon as fheu' corps should be revieiu- 
cd B}' this time those troopers had gathered to the amount of 
two hundred men , and trusting to their numbers, they had sur- 
rounded the Vezir, and were speaking insolently to him My 
father mis.ed with the crowd, and represented to them that the 
man they were insulting, was their resource in a day of need, 
and thtir Lord, the person that w’ould hear their complaints if 
they had but the patience to speak quietly The remonstrance 
did not avail. The men had come too w^ell tutored to listen to 
any reason One of them having torn aw'ay a button of jew'el 
which the Vezir had at his Nima (241 ) , the others as if by signal, 
tore aw'ay his clothes to pieces, and his turbant fell of at the 
same time Bare-headed as he was (242), tliey drew’ him on foot 
along the streets and lanes, and carried him to their camp. 
Meanwhile the Vezir’s troops, amazed at what they saw, w’ere at 
a loss what to do As the Vezir’s last hour was not come yet, 
the Officers of the mutinous Brigade came into the tent, excused 
what had past, and desired him to put on the clothes wdiich his 
servants had brought after him. The Vezir incensed, listened, 
to no advice, and addressing them with all the foul language 
he could muster, he cried out “ You rascally pimps, (and this 
w’as his expression) if you intend to kill me, kill then, and 
” make haste , for you will ceitainly be killed yourselves to a 
“ man , else, if you intend no killing, what do you mean by 
“ all this insolence ? ” Whilst he was speaking, a message 
came from the Emperor to the seditious It was delivered in 


(241) The Nima IS in itself a Djama or Gown, to all intents and purposes , 
but as it does not fold as the other, upon the breast, it serves as a waistcoat, and 
IS therefore reputed an undress Both the Djama and Nima consist only of 
cotton linen 

(242) An European with his hat under his arm, would stare on being informed^ 
that to be bare-headed is a high disgface, all over the East, as far as the Ganges, 
The bankrupts, the day they stop payment, sit bare-headed in their counting houses, 
with a lamp burning before them at noon day. 

S. M. VOL, III.— 44. 
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Turkish (243), to this purport “ instead of confining the Vestr 
you ought to bring him to me / am the proper person 
and if you want only your arrears I take them upon myself'* 
The Vc2ir who amongst several other languages understood the 
Turkish very well, becoming still more angry broke out in fuiy 
No messages no messages to these rascals do ^ ou rascals 
make haste go on mth what ^ou intend’ The Officers 
without minding his language supplicated him to accept their 
submission and to mount an elephant which was brooght for 
th^t purpose The Veiir mounted when one of these Officers 
whose name was Hassen qhan, the Decanian, getting ap behind 
Id the Qhawass (244) took up the fly driver with one hand, and 
the sun screen with the other and continued waiting on him 
until the Vexif landed in his lodgings and so soon as the Verir 
had alighted he likewise alighted from behind and went away 
The Veiir being landed took his seat upon his Mesned where 
crowds came to make their bow In a Moment be asked where 
was Hassen qhan and being told he was gone he sent after him, 
and got him brought back with his elephant On his being 
come the \ezir got upon the tame elephant, and sent a general 
order throughout the army to kill and plunder the men of the 
Brigade Sin wherever they might be found In an instant those 
numerous hungry Robillahs of Nedjib-qhan, who as well as the 
other troops waited only for the order fell upon them, and made 
them disappear from the camp — men horses tents, and all The 
troops continued plundenng and massacring the whole night 
Some few who threw themselves instantly upon their naked 
horses and fled escaped alive the rest were all put to the sword 
Nor could a single man of them be heard of afterwards 

(243) Tho Tnrkiili liDfoage wblcli Is tbo linpiigo of Goverotnant all orer 
Penia, b onl/a carlotlcir I Hindostao wfeero tie Penlaii If the langutg® of Goreo- 
tneat oorerlhelen the Pnocoa of tbo Timor fazoUj nuke It a poiot to *p«alr It as do 
moat of their Miniitatv Here, the luesage being addressed to a Bri^de, compoted 
almost lotird/ of Eosbef Torks, or Tatars was with great proprietj daQwed In 
the Tnrkbb langos^ 

(*44) hare been ohUged tocoio a coupio of word here, ]□ order to translate 
wlthoot a long drcaraloCuUoo two Hindestan! esprcaslona. The Hlodostanl idea* 
tUfTer* so widol/ from the Coropean nationaj that these who woeJd not care to be 
Archi'Cep.bcarers to the Emperor of GenoaDj or glr* the shift to the King of 
France, nJ woqIc] think tbemsehres polluted by girlDg him water to wash bU 
brtJsaiih pndc In uttmg In the OhaTvais, that b, In mounting behind a coach 
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^oon as this execution was over, the Ve/ii who had 
taken umbrage at the Emperor’s supinencss on tins occasion, 
returned to the city, where ha\ing recruited his troops and stores, 
and left the Emperor in the hands of some trusty friend of his 
own, he took uHh him the Imperial Prince Aaly-goher, (now 
reigning under the name of Shah-Alem,) and maiched towards 
Labor, resoKed to re-anne\ those countries to the Empire of 
Hindostan This Minister, who was naturally impetuous and 
fond of dispatch, and had also a knack at sowing troubles and 
raising disturbances, set out with a numerous army, in which he 
had taken caic to ha\c all the Grandees of the Court, as w^ell as 
the Prince Aaly-goher, and he seemed to be only hunting by 
the way, but }ct was shortening his distance every day , and 
meanwhile he had managed in such a manner, as to have gained 
over to his part) the famous Adina-beg-qhan He was alread) 
armed at Lodiana, whithin fifty cosses of Labor, when being 
thoroughl} satisfied with that man’s fidelity, he by his advice 
sent to Labor a body of troops, under the command of Seyd 
Djemil-eddin, who was likewise entrusted wdtli a letter and a 
message to the Begum, relict of Mir-mannS, his uncle He request- 
ed she might vouchsafe to send him her daughter a Princess 
betrothed to him long ago The Begum, pleased wuth the re- 
quest, sent her daughter with great pomp and magnificence, 
gave her a suitable dowry in jewels and money, and got her 
accompanied b) a full household of eunuchs, tents, and every 
requisite for a voyage The Vezir on his side sent his own 
uncle at the head of a large body of horse, and a cortege of 

or nearly so, and in handling the fly-dnver, &c For the person sitting in the Qha\- 
vass, IS always second to him that sits in the fore part of the Haodah , he is his 
bivan, and the fl>-driver, or Moor-chull, is the characteristic insignia of his ofllce , 
and were the Emperor to come in Bengal, and the English Company, as Divans of 
that country, to be represented by one man, the Qhavvass and Moor-chull would 
become the latter’s right and duty The Moor-chull is made in the form of a long 
broom, composed of Peacock’s feathers, artfully put up, and resting in a long 
handle studded with jewels The Qhavvass is the third or fourth part of the Haodah, 
from which it is always parted by a board, and has just room enough to afford a 
scanty space to one single man, so that the elephants mentioned in the Jew books 
and in the Greek histones of the times of Cosro, must have been animals of another 
breed The biggest elephant, we have seen in India, (and we have seen some 
thousands) could not afford room to more than four fighting men, and that too 
very scantily. 
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principal Officers to receive her at a distance , and they brought 
her to camp, where a full honsehold and a proper set of tents 
had been provided for her reception, and where she was visited 
by her husband’s aunt The Princess’s mother being by this 
time perfectly well pleased with her match, and quite easy m 
her mind, the Vezir dispatched Ybad-ollah qhan, the Cashmlrlan, 
a trusty Commander ofhis, ivlth a number of good troops, together 
with Se^d Djerail eddm himself, who had orders to join by the way 
some cavalry of Adina beg qbao’s The distince wss of forty 
or fifty cosses (345) (a hundred and twenty miles) and all this 
bf ing gone over In one day and night, without hardly stopping 
to take breath at day-break they got within Labor and going 
to the Palace where the old Pnnees was yet asleep, and un 
suspicious of what was managed, they sent ounnehs to wake her 
and putting her In a close chair they carried her to tbelr camp, 
without ILahor, from whence, after taHng one day to refresh 
they retnmed to the Vezir encamped at Lodiana This Minister 
no sooner saw her alight than be paid her a respectful viblt and 
asked her forgiveness and after giving the Government of 
Labor and M8IU0 to Adioa beg-qhan coder a clear rent of 
thirty lacs a year he returned towards the Capital seemingly 
happy and satisfied with the success of bis journey But the old 
Pnneess \ya8 extremely angry and uneasy all the way, giving 
abusive language to her guards, and making nothing of crying 
aloud both to them and to their roaster, “That the indecent and 
“ unjust manner with which she had been used, wonld end in an 
* infinity of troubles that would at last mm his family, and the 
' Capital itself that the families of the bigheat nobility, involved 
‘ m one common mm with the poorest citizens, would experience 
“merciless pillaging and rapes and disgraces innumerable that 
‘ the Empire as well as the Capital, wonld be overset and mined, 
“and know (would she add crymg with all her might,) that all 
“this is not far off You shall see the Abdali king in this Capital 
“within six or se\en months Look he is coming! All the 
"noble families ancient or modern, will be involved in one 
' common massacre no Sbeh no Sfiyd, will be spared, all, all 
slaughtered f And, in fact matters came to pass just as the 
old woman bad salcL 
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The Abdah-king, informed of the Vezir’s insolence, and of 
the liberties he had taken with Mir-inann8’s relict, flew to Labor 
with the wings of resentment and celerity , but Adina-beg-qhan, 
who did not think himself a match for him, fled for shelter to the 
desert tract of Hansi, where he took up his residence in a fortress 
of difficult access, especially for want of water The Vezir, on the 
other hand, conceiving fears for his own life, brought his new 
consort to Mir-mann8’s widow, entrusted her person to her pro- 
tection, and by dint of entreaties and submissions, made his 
peace with her For the Abdali-king, who was flying on the 
wings of resentment and rapidity, was already at twenty cosses 
from the Capital of the Empire , and the Vezir disconcerted by 
so much expedition, saw no other party left to him, but that of 
submission, and going to the Abdali camp, he presented himself 
before that Monarch The latter at first reprimanded him severely; 
but his cause being pleaded both by Mir-mann8’s Begum, and by 
Shah Veli-qhan, the Abdali Vezir, who had been gained, the 
Monarch readily forgave him, and afterwards continued him in his 
office of Vezir. Nevertheless, on the seventh of the first Djemadi, 
of the year 1 170, being a Friday, he quitted his encampment 
and entered the Citadel of Shah-djehan-abad, where he had an 
interview with the Emperor Alemghir the Second From that day 
his people fell a plundering and sacking so mercilessly, and they 
went on dragging aw'ay people’s wives and daughters with so 
much cruelty, that numbers overborne by the delicacy of their 
feelings, rather than to fall m such abominable hands, made away 
with themseh es(246) , and God only knows the number and 


(246) To men accustomed to the mildness of the European Governments, 
the Turkish one appears barbarous It is nevertheless a mild one, when compared 
to the Government experienced by the Persians these eighty years Making a 
garden of men, as they term it that is, burying a couple of hundred of living men 
in the ground, some in an inverted position, with only their thighs and legs out, and 
some with only their heads and arms, all the while exposed to a raging sun, is no 
new, no uncommon practice Shutting women in bags, and then beating them with 
sticks, or pricking them with awls, at stated times, until their fathers or husbands, 
fled into Turkey or into India, should send up such a sum of money, is a very 
common expedient But Persians themselves are a civilised people, when com- 
pared to the Afghans of Candahar In no part of the world is human nature so 
abominably outraged — Their method of carrying away a male pnsoner is this, 
although not even themselves would use it to carry an ox or an ass. They bore a 
hole ip his shoulder, under the clavicula bone so remarkable in it, and passing a 
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quality of all the violences exercwed for a month together in that 
ill fated city The late Vetir Camer-eddin qhan’s Palace and ser 
agllo wore rifled of every thing , and few houses of the nobility 
and belter sort escaped a complete rum and pollution It was in 
the middle of no much violence and misery, that the Abdah king 
betook himself to an alliance of his family ivith that of Babr He 
marned his son, Timur Shah, to a daughter of Yi eddm, brother 
to the reigning Emperor But after having leisurely plundered 
that rich city for thirty days together he sent Djcban-qh'in a 
Commander of charicter to chastise S8r Sdi mull the Djatt , and 
he followed h imself the next da) This i\as the fifth time the 
Al:^irklng~had come into Miudostan The Vezir Umad cl mulk, 
having of his own motion accompanied Djehan qhan and proved 
of very great service to that General, received the Abdall 
king’s approbation and applause but mention having been 
made by his Ministers of a present which that Monarch ex 
pected Umad-el mulk ansnered that 11 they would give him 

tlioa; or ropa th^^ gb ft, auibe tba eod of It ficst to tbtlr uddle, »ad tJ»es 
tod trot twaj tf tba prifoaar ciAoot folio* at tba rmta of jo or 40 50 or 60 
mUaa a dtjr be fa (astaoU^ Ullad. Anty pbjrfdaoj of tbe firyt rata tw bo^ 00 
Toaogmao, of tren tveotj cao eooape them} ted *bao dlaputea arba aboat a 
piixa, tba wbola b padfiod, bf cottliig down the priaa. Tbe women aboiod bjr 
them 1 q aa abocnloable ounoar fled frofs tbem and alwa^ preferred a well, to an 
Afghan Glrla of twalra tad foortaao bare becosw umnarriageabla Is tbdf dxa 
boTIcal baod*. And w« hare aeeo a ladj who ntbertban anbinJt to neb as em* 
brace, foagbt tb* Afghan maolotelj altboogb onsnned. He lifted hU nbre and 
was going to cot ber down when ab* preaaoted her arm loaded vhb one of those 
enormoo* bracelets ioreated bjsacesaltj d twv ftcmndt weight cf gold asd reccired 
tbe stroke Qpoo tba gold, wh]bt abo atnick tbe man with tbe otbar bracelet, and 
rude him bleed inotber stroke aootber parade, and lootbef hcarj blow ( a third 
and the poor woman fatfgned wounded, and spent, wu going to fall NotblDg 
but a miracle could are ber and a mliacie was, In fact wrought Initaatlj At tbe 
moment of tbe third stroke, a PeraUn oaa of tbe Cuzalbaab guards haiteaiog 
his pace, cried out < In i)u nam^ f G«d m«ti witrdfml / and whb one blow made 
tbe Afghan s head flj' ofl from his sbouldara. The poor woutan, wbo had nerer 
beeo out of ber house, and bad oarer at a foot upon a street, ma tubed on without 
knowing wbitber she went, and In tbe erasing, sbe was luckj euougfa to And bar 
husband tod famllf at full tireire cossas from that fatal Areet. We hart spoke 
to tbe lidj ) sbe b at Lucknow a Catranl \xj (das. Sm mno ditto emuts An Af 
gbao ■ method of cleanug hImsaU U a rerj plain one as the common solditrs wear 
twthiQg but felta, and go 0 wHh tbam for Are /ears together Ho lights op a fir# 
straddles orer ft, aud keeps hb bod/ and abominable clothas lu a aeml'drcular motion 
from rlgbt to left, and from left to right Nor are their OfliceTi much cleaner Tbrir 
beards and eje-brows srrann with rermin, «a wtU as thair soldiers 
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one of the Tiimirian Princes, with an army of Abdalies, and full 
power to cany it wherever he should think proper, especially in 
the country of Anter-bid, (that i^, the tract betwixt the tuo rivers 
of Djumna and Ganga) he would undertake to bring an 
immense sum into the Royal Treasur}^ The proposal being 
agreed to, two Imperial Princes w'cre sent for from the Capital, 
and pul into his hands The one w'as Hedaiet-baqhsh, son to 
Alcmghir the second , and the other, his son-in-law, Mirza-babr, 
son to his brother, Yz-eddin , and to these wxas joined a body of 
Abdalies under the command of Djan-baz-qhan , 

We have already observed that Umad-el-mulk had conceiv- 
ed a Molent aversion against Ab8i-mans8r-qhan and his family, 
which last he had resohed to tear up by the root Availing him- 
'jf If of the Abdali-king’s covetousness, he, under pretence of 
raising immense contributions in the country of Anter-bid, or 
Do-ab(247), marched w'estw'ard with an army of DSrrani-Abdalies, 
but wuth not one of the necessaries for making a campaign. 
Being arrived in the neighbourhood of Feroh-abad, he was met 
by Ahmed-qhan-bangash, who after paying his respects to both 
the Imperial Princes and the Vezir, presented them all three 
wuth a complete equipage, consisting of tents, elephants, horses, 
camels, and every other necessary, and moreover added a body 
of Afghans to the Vezir’s army The latter being now at his ease 
and reinforced by a good body of troops, crossed the Ganga, 
and took the road of A8d This invasion, however, did not dis- 
may or intimidate Shudjah-ed-dowlah, who came out of his 
Capital wnth a well appointed army and encamped at Sandi- 
pai, the last place of his dominions ; wdiere some skirmishes 
took place betwixt the runners of the two vanguards Saad- 
ollah-qhan, who was son to the late Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah, 
having offered his mediation, an agreement took place, under 
stipulation of a sum of five lacs of rupees, partly in hand, and 
partly payable by instalments This negotiation, in wdiich Saad- 
ollah-qhan exerted himself zealously for his friend, Shudjah-ed- 
dowlah, and proved of great service to both parties, totally dis- 
appointed Umad-el-mulk, who hoped for great broils and a 
battle, and w'as obliged to repass the Ganga, and to encamp at 
Feroh-abad again, in expectation of what the Abdali-king would 


(247) Di-potamia would be the translation of that compound word 
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do \vith the Djatts It was the seventh of Shewal, in the 
year 1170 

The King had marched to Belem gur, a fortress of bis, at 
fifteen cosscs from Shali-djehan-abad, and having taken it in 
three days by dint of cannon ball and bombs, he put to the 
sword every man in the garrison Proceeding from thence to 
Mabtra, which IS a famous place oT worship for the Hindoos, 
he gave his Van to Djehan-^haiT, recommending dispatch to 
that General TTie latter spurred his horse, and aitiving un 
expectedly m a holiday, he ruined effectually that nch city his 
soldiers plundenng, burning, and destroying everything they 
met, and carrying into captivity vast numbers of the consorts 
and children of the best families amongst the wretched atizens 
an execution that struck such a terror throughout the country 
that all the inbabitants qmtted their habitation, and retired 
within their fortress and strongholds Meanwhile the Abdali 
king advanced as far as Ad>ar abad, but here he found some 
resistance. Mirxa self olla beg, who commanded from a long 
senes of years in the Citadel of that city refused to submit, and 
fired his cannon to so good a purpose, that no Abdah chose 
to abide its reach Di ehan-qbap . menwbile, was busy in 
tak ing on e afte r another t he Djatt for tress, w ^en at once a 
mortality broke out_^amongst the Abdalies which swep t their 
people In such v^t numbers as disabled tbeir King from prose 
cuUnghlsdcsigna Submitting therefore to bis destiny, he recalled 
his troops from the Djatt country, and commenced his march to 
hii own dominions Being arrived at the Reservoir of Alacsood 
abad, which is on the same line with Sbab-djehan-abad he was 
visited by Alemghir the second who wished him a prosperous 
return and much complained of Umad el mulk The Abdali king 
paid a regard to his grievances by conferring the office of ‘ Pnnee 
of Princes on Ncdjib-qhan now Nedjib-ed-d 5 nlah, then pre 
sent andb) recommending to his care the Emperor and his family 

And this naturally brings to our recollection that after the 
confinement of Ahmed shah, and the accession of Alemghir the 
second dissensions had, arisen very high between Umad^cl mulk 
the Vczlr, on one hand, and the two relicts of Mahmed shah ou 
the other These were MaJeca xemani daughter to Feroh syur and 
Saliaba mahal, both related loandboih consorts of Mahmed shah 
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That Prince had from this second consort a daughter of great 
beauty, who had been the darling of her father’s heart These 
two Princesses, mindful of having seen the honour of the 
Empire trodden under by the Marhattas, and fired with indig- 
nation at finding themselves, in every matter, at the'mercy of 
Umad-el-mulk, resolved to quit a country where every thing went 
to wreck , and they sent a message to the Abdali-king, claim- 
ing his protection, as being both so nearly related to Mahmed- 
shah and to him The Abdali-king, who thought himself much 
honoured by such a request, and hoped to be applauded by 
posterity, sent for the daughter which he himself married, and 
he gave the two other Empresses a separate encampment m 
his camp , after which he marched to Labor His son, TimSr- 
shah, coming to join him in his way, he appointed the young 
Prince Governor of Pendjab, MSltan and Tatta, gave him 
Djehan-qhan for Commandant of the troops, and turning towards 
his own dominions, he arrived by continued marches at CabSl, 
and then at Candahar, where we shall leave him for a while, in 
order to take breath, and to afford ourselves time to cast a look 
at the affairs ofiDecan 

Moosher-Buss}' commanded the body of French that had 
taken service with Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan-Muzaafer-djung, 
and had attached himself to Nizam-el-mulk’s family This Officer The French 
availed himself so well of the credit which his post gave him, fu^'n^Decan 
that he became extremely pow'erful throughout the Decan When 
he came to obtain the countries of Sicacol and Radj-benderi, &c , 
for his Djaghir, his influence rose so high, that every affair 
passed through his hands, and he governed with an absolute 
sway(248) , he was decorated wath the surname of Seif-el-mulk, 

(248) If any one has seen M de Bussy, and Colonel Chve, or Governor 
Hastings, in the heighth of their power and influence, he may have taken from 
those two or three individuals a pretty good idea of the different geniuses of the 
French and English nations M de Bussy always wore (in 1750 and 1755) em- 
broidered clothes or brocade, with an embroidered hat, and, in days of ceremony, 
embroidered shoes of black velvet He was seen in an immense tent, full sufficient 
for SIX hundred men of about thirty feet in elevation At one end of this tent he 
sat on an arm-chair, embroidered with his King’s arms, placed upon an elevation, 
which last was covered by a crimson carpet of embroidered velvet At his right 
and left, but upon back chairs only, sat a dozen of his Officers, over against him, 
his French guard, on horse-back, and behind these, his Turkish guards His table, 
always in plate, was served with three, often with four services To this French 
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or “ Sword of the State," and the title of Umdut el mulk, or the 
" Greatest of the Kingdom " This General had given so great 
a away In all his affairs, public or private, to Hiider djung, a 
nobleman of those countnes, that the latter came in fact to 
govern the six Soobahdaries of Decan But the English struck 
with this 6ow of prosperity amongst the French, resolved to come 
in for a share of the good things and conquests of India and 
with that >iew they joined Mahmcd aaly-qhan, eon to Anvar 
eddin qban of Gopa ma8, under whose name they possessed 
themselves of some Districts of the Province of ArcaL MSsher 
Bus^, meanwhile taking umbrage at RocSn ed-ddwlah’s ad 
ministration, got him dismissed from his office of Prune Minister, 
which he obtained for Shah nevai-qhan, a nobleman with whom 
he had connections This Minister, in the four years which his 
administration lasted, governed with so mnch vigour and pra 
dence that the Marhattas never thought of quitting their frontiers 
It IS he that drew from Inaction and obscurity the two Princes, 
Mir Nuam-aaly and Mir Mahammed sbenf, younger brothers to 
Selabet djuug, two young men who hitherto bad both lived in 
their elder's Palace This was id the year 1169 Mir Nuam 
aaly (who now governs the Dccan as Sovereign ) ivas decorated 
with the suruame of the second Asef-dja and sent to govern the 
Barar and Mir Mushref after having been successively decorat 
ed with the titles of Shudjah el mulk, and BurhaO'-el mullc, or the 


mifolSceoce, he 4]! the ptnde ud pi^caot of Hlodocstiaj mannen and 

customs a oamerons set of teota a plsh-qhafla alinja oa elephant himself, ai 
were all his Officers. He wta preceded bj chopdart on boTse>back, and bj a set of 
□raaScUoa slnglog hb feats of chlraliy with alvaji two bead^opdara racHiof bb 
enloglain. Cok)Dtl Cllre olwaja wore hla reglmentali In the field, was alwaja on 
horse back ■"'1 nerer rode lo a palanquin be had a pleatlfal tibia, bat nowajrt 
delicate, and never more Uud two services. He used to march mostlj at* the bead 
of the colonfD with hb Aid.de.canips or was hontlDf at the rigbt and left He 
nerer wore silks, but Jn town, Goremor HaaUngi alwajj wore ■ plain coat of 
Eagliih bfoadndoth abd" nerer BQjtblD( like lace or enibrold «7 Hb whole 
retinae a dcaen of horse*giiarda ho bad two cbopdara, alwaji readj to pronounce 
bit enJoglutn bat, howerer without hla erer ao mnch aa auapecting than talent, 
for full twelve ypars togethar^ and be departed for Europe, without so ranch aa 
knowlD-* thoa< men as onrtgra* Hta ibroM^ a plain chair of mabojpn/ with plenty 
of a ch thrones )n the hall hb table aometimea neglected j hH d.et sparing, and 
always abatemlouj hla address and deportment, very dbtut from pride and atl]! 
motd to, from famiUirity 
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“ ^^llorOll'' and linpcluou'; of the State,” \v.is ''Cnt to g()\orn the 
Kingdom of Ridjapoor , and bolli brother'' dt parted to tlieir 
rcspcctuc ''lations But in the \cry next Ncai tiu' office of firbt 
Minister was taken from Shah-nc\a7-cjhan, and bestowed on 
Mir hfushref, who came from Bidjapoor to rccene it Howexer 
he did not en)0) it , for his brother, Ni/am-aaly, having marched 
to Aoreng-.ibad w ilh a good armx , requested his younger brother 
to take some rejjose, and nssuming at the ■^amc time Ins office 
of Prime Minister, he became the centre of all affairs, and c\en 
changed his }Oungcr brother’s title into that which had Jjeen 
formerly the title of their common father 

It was in tins same )car that Baladji-rao, the Marhatta, 
adxanccd upon the frontiers of Aoreng-abad, wuth int»*ntion to 
a\ ail himself of the rising broiK, ‘'O as to have .i pretence for 
quarreling Rut the conjunctures upon wdneh Jie had reckoned 
had alread} ceased, and Ni/am-aal), baxing left his apparent 
Lord, Selabct-djung, to defend the city of Aoreng-abad, came 
out himself with his brother, Mir-mushref, and adxanced upon 
Baladji-rao, whom he lead beating, as far as Sund-gur, winch is 
at thirty cosses from Aoreng-abad , but there he thought proper 
to come to an accommodation in which he consented to give 
Baladji-rao throughout all Dccan, a Djaghir of thirty-seven lats 
of rupees After this he returned to Aoreng-abad But MSshur 
Bussy, w'ho commanded an independent body of troops, having 
taken umbrage at this absolute authority assumed by Nizam- 
aaly, conceived the design of breaking his rising power (although 
in fact lie only accelerated the ruin of Nizam-el-mulk's family), 
as he conceived that so long as Nizam-aaly should be at the head 
of so great a force, the influence of the French w'ould become 
only a secondary object By the means of some underhand 
management, conducted by Haider-djung, wdio, as w^e have said, 
was everything in his affairs, he debauched from Nizam-aaly’s 
service his best Officers, and amongst others Hibrahim-qhan, 
the Gardi (2.19), an Officer of character, attached this longvvhile 

(249) Hibrahim-qhan-gardi was a very thin black man, much pitted with the 
small-pox, who had in times of yore ran with a stick in his hand before Mr de 
Bury’s palenkin, Ma]or of the place at Pondicherry As he spoke a little Portuguese, 
the Major put him amongst the Sepahies whom ho was raising, and whose language 
he could not understand Hlbrahim rose in time to be a Commedan,.or Coilimandant, 
that IS, to have a couple of thousand Sepahies, and a Couple of hundred horsey 



3S6 


THE SfeiR 


'roublut !o 
>crc>a aod 
Mlillg >cdoD 
f NiMm 


to that >oung Pnncc, whom he served with a body of his own 
troops. He debauched in the same manner some other Com 
manders and troops which he took in his own service making 
good from his own treasury eight lacs of rupees, which were due 
to them by Nizam aaly upon tlicu* arrears By such an artful 
management he reduced the young Pnncc to tlie condition of a 
bird which has lost its feathers He at the same time iaid hold 
of Shah nevaz qhan, and got him confined Being now satisfied 
on those two important articles he conceived a third scheme, 
which wai that of confining Niram-aaly m the fortress of Gol 
coodab under pretence of carrying him to HaTdcr-abad and 
giving hini the Government of that Province which removal 
once effected, he conceived that he abonld remain master of the 
Government to all intents and purposes This scheme was laid 
with great secrecy , bat Nuam-aaly having by dint of penetra 
tion guessed the whole of Its drift, he resolved to be beforehand 
with MSshar Bussy, by killing his Minister Haider djung Hav 
log imparted his design to a few trusty persons he fixed on the 
third of Ramazan, m the year 1 171 for its execution That very 
day Haider djang was coming to Niiam aaJy s quarters for some 
business and having observed some movements that did not 
please him, he wanted to go back, when be was set upon in 
stantly and had his throat cut In a moment. Nuam-aaly after 
sinking such a blow, threw bimself upon a horse, and fairly 
made bis escape, the whole French army with their artillery, in 
order of battle, standing astonished and dismayed as if they had 
been an army of statues and pictures set upriglit in a plain 
This was a danng intrepid action that equalled any thing done 
by Rustem or ispent yar (250) and where rt seemed that 

andcr bis coiomaDd He »ooa became lodependenl of his beoefadors, asdJd ia time 
all the commaodacts in tba French aerrlce, who allowed them sttch a oomber of 
hone and foot ander their command as rendered them proud. The French are the 
first who raised Sepahies In India that who gave muskets and bajmnets to the 
coontiy mosketeen btit wboerer should coocluda from the namo that the/ were 
anything comparable to the Eugllsh Sepables of our days wtraJd commit au aoonnocs 
mistake. The French could neitber change their dress or cloth them uniformly or 
keep tbdr arms in Order of punish them, or prerent their firing swty thstr smma 
nltion at the new moo or pay them themselres, or bring them under the laast 
reitnU t or dbclplioe. They were a rJiblo with immanie tuibants and immense 
trowsers with muskets so ill used, that not one Jn twenty was la order 

(350) Two famoot hero es of the ancient FNnlan History tkt SiiMnoMak, 
an Henk f tnlan Potm /rts^r tkcutand ditiicki 
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Mooshur-Bus^^ ant] all lus Ofllceri' nerc out of (licir senses In 
this confusion some of H.uder cljung’s people ran to Sliali-ncva/- 
qhan, and Ins <.011. Mir Abdol-nebi-qhan. andput them both todeatb, 
together with another nobleman of consequv nee, called Amin- 
ed-dowlah 'Phe tumult being oxer, Sclabct djung, Mir Mushref, 
and Mooslnir-Buss} , returned to Ilaider-nliad As to Ni/am-aaly, 
he look to the road of BSrlnnpSr, found means to regain his 
old serxanl, Hibrahim-qlnn-gardi , and after that action, he 
marched with him in that cilx , wlicro tiie) pul under contribution 
the rich men of the countr), and amongst others Mahmed-anvTir- 
qhan, the BSrhan-pSrian This nobleman had acted as mediator 
111 the treat) which had once taken place between the Marhatta 
General, Sancradji-malhar, and tlie Vicero), Ilossein-aaly-qhan ; 
by which the latter had const tiled to pa) the Marhaltas, a ChoSt, 
or a tribute This nobleman incensed to find himself so torment- 
ed for mone) , said farewell to his own existence, and was buried 
in the Garden of Shah-)ssa, aluis Djund-allah These contribu- 
tions haxing put it in Ni/am-aaly’s power to raise a good body 
of troops, he marched from BSrhanpSr, and took up his quarters 
at Bassem, a principal tow n of the dependencies of Barar 
There he had many disputes and sex'cral engagements with the 
Mucasdar, or Marhatta Governor of that Province, who was 
Djano dji, son to Ragho-dji-bhosselah, wnlb xvhom he at last con- 
cluded an agreement After this he marched to Haider-abad, 
x\ here great disputes and dissensions arose between the three 
brothers At last it xx'as agreed that Selabet-djung and Nizam- 
aaly should remain and live together , but that Mir Mushref 
should immediately proceed to his Government of Bidjapoor 

Whilst the brothers w'ere disputing amongst themselves, 
Seda-shi8, a relation of the Marhatta Baladji-rao, intrigued so 
well with the Governor of Ahmed-nagur, that this fortress, once 
the Capital of the Kings of Nizam-shah’s family, — that fortress 
which had cost so much time and trouble to Abdol-rahim-qhan, 
the General of the Imperial Prince Soltan-danial, and which 
since Soltan-acbar-shah’s reign, had always been in the pos- 
session of Its particular Governors, w'as surrendered in a day, 
and became annexed to the Marhatta Empire This city and 
fortress had been built in the year nine .hundred by Ahmed- 
njzam-shah, King of Bidjajioor, who gax'^e it his own name He 
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built the city la tno years, and it afforded a fine prospecL Two 
j ears after, having found a proper opportunity, he built the 
fortress, likervise, making up the walls with clay and stone, and 
it continued in the hands of his successors, when in the year 
1090 it fell in the hands of the Emperors of the House of Babr 
in whose power it remained until it passed to the Marhalta 
Empire, in the year 1173 

It was about this time that broils having arisen between the 
English and French the latter abandoned Selabet djung s service, 
arid returned to the centre of their dominions PSlcherry From 
that moment Selahet-djung s preponderance seemed to verge to 
its rum, and his national enemies having conceived high flown 
designs, they aimed not onl} at reduemg bis person to nothing 
but likewise at snatching from Nixam el rnulk^s family all the 
dominions of Oecan They even engaged Hibrahim qhan gardt 
to take service with them , a man from the dregs of the people, 
who having served for a length of time under the French and 
learned their way of managing their cannon and musketry was 
actually at the bead of a body of such musketeers, and such an 
artillery of his own, that made him courted by all parties. He 
■kvas DOW gone to P8aab m company with Seda sy8 but it 
was not for any length of time. Fbe twenty second of the month 
of Djemady m the same year he came out of P8nah in con 
junction with the Marhatta army which encountered the two 
brothers, Selabet -djuog and Nuani-aalj, in the terntory of 8dghir 
Unfortunately for them they had but seven thousand horse mtb 
them at that moment having parted from their mam some hours 
ago The Marhattas had slaty thousand cavalry The two 
brothers %vanted to march forwards in order to effect a junction 
with those of their troops that had remained at Dehaver but 
this was opposed by the Marhattas who, although they have no 
other way of fighting than that of repeated skirmishes and no 
other industry than that of distressing the enemy for want of 
forage victuaL, water and other neccssanes, nevertheless 
availed tliemselves of so marked a superionty on their side and 
made nothing of engaging nearer, and of coming to band blows 
\nth their long swords and short spears So that the Hindoo- 
stanies bad no other resource, but that of marching slowly in a 
body surrounded by their cannon But even this resource failed 
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them Their artillery was heavy and unmanageable, whereas the 
Marhattas had now in the Sepahies of Hibrahim-qhan a body of 
musketry always ready to oppose the enemy’s march, and in 
his cannon, which was much lighter and better mounted, an 
expeditious artillery, which advanced and wheeled round just as 
the managers pleased The two brothers laboured likewise 
under a further disadvantage As their troops marched in a body 
together, the enemy’s cannon never failed to send amongst them 
some balls that always did some havock , whereas the Marhattas 
marching in small dispersed troops, were seldoni struck by any 
cannon, or if struck, received but little damage , and when up’on 
a halt they were attacked by the Hindoostanies, they always 
found in the quickness of Hibrahim-gardie’s fire, a sure resource 
for repelling the enemy In consequence of all these disadvan- 
tages the two brothers lost in their retreat a number of men. 
Nevertheless, the sixth day of march, they found an opportunity of 
coming to hand-blows with the enemy, especially with Hibrahim- 
qhan’s people , and falling amongst them, sword in hand, they 
made a great slaughter, and took eleven colours from the 
latter, and in this manner they continued their march, as far as 
the Fortress of Haosah, which is only at ten cosses from Dehaver. 
The Marhattas conceiving that, if once a junction was effected 
betueen the two brothers, they would prove an undermatch, 
resolved to make a last effort to prevent it With forty-thousand 
horse they attacked Selabet-djung’s van, which , consisted of no 
more than three thousand, and after a sharp action, they de- 
stroyed It totally This check, by humbling the family of Nizam- 
el-mulk, prepaied its ruin^ and the two brothers, finding that a 
junction was impossible, thought only of an accommodation, 
and it was concluded in such terms, as proved only the seed of 
future mischiefs and disputes The Marhattas by this peace 
obtained, under the name of Djaghir, the cession of a country 
of sptty lacs a year It consisted of the territory of Aoreng- 
abad, (that city excepted,) and the Districts of Houily, Hursool, 
and Setrah The remainder was made up iMth the Provinces 
of Beder and Bidjapoor, as well as with the Fortresses of DoSlet- 
abad, Assir, and Bidjapoor, places of consequence, that had 
been anciently the Capitals of so many powerful Kingdoms, and 
had cost so much blood and treasure, These latter lands served 
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for demesnes to the h\o brothers; and had hitherto afforded 
appanages and a plentifol subsistence to a number of mansob- 
dars, and Officers, and noblemen of high rank, who being now 
deprived of such a certain livelihood, were reduced as low as their 
Sovereigns and Lords, the Prince of Princes of the bouse of 
Nizam el mulk Nor did anything remain to this family, but the 
Province of Haider-abad, with some Districts of that ofBararand 
BidjapSr, and a small portion of that of Bedcr and eventhlsdld 
not remain to them without being saddled with a di&8t (351], a 
slight tribute imposed by the victors, which did not amount to 
1 quarter of the real revenue but which they never fail to ira 
prove and to nurse up as soon as tbey^have committed the. 
young plant to the ground NevertheJess, in spite of so many 
disgraces the project of the enemies of that illustrious family 
did not take place, and It conUnned to enjoy dommion and 
sovereignty In Decan But as we have just been mentioning the 
name of the three fortresses, as having been the Capitals of so 
many powerful Kingdoms, we imagine that some account of 
them may prove acceptable to our readers 

Ram de8 Radja of Dd8let>abad, then called D68gar, having 
been vanquished by SoUan alS eddln qhlidji redeemed his life 
by presenting that Prince with an immense sum of money (353), 
and with a variety of costly presents and curious staffs It was 
m the year six hundred and ninty five of the Hedjrah But In 
the year seven hundred and seven, the Radja having been again 
vanquished and subdued by Meleck CafSr, an Habeshinian slave 
which the conqueror had left in those parts as his Nalb or 
Deputy, the Gentoo Pnnee thought proper to follow him to Delhi 
where he was kindly received by Soltan alS eddin-qhlidjl, who 


(351} Oao-qoirter of tba rereooc of tfao cooatiy 

(353) Tber* li 311 ImSta Frarerb tbit rans la these wordi i — Tkisi»» R*djah i 
hffus4 art you afraid ^ wanting for PforU r 

Indfj In fact b the sink of all Uw treasures of the world, and to aarly as the 
times of the Romans it reedred two aUhons sterling a yaar from them and it bss 
condaned erer sxnce to swattow nil the sihrer and gold of tha world j but all those 
tieasnres sre boried la the groond Iti Hrr«ra] Prioces sorastlmes at peace for 
sereni geoersUons togetber and Urlag tneaawhlle bka to many hermits, bad 00 
opportu mei of ipendi g their raranaes, and they therefore kept them In boards 
and risks toch ss those found by Sootta mahm 9 d.SebSk tq^hln the first Mossol 
man cooqneror that peaet ist ed into India hoards that wonld be past belief were 
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honoured him uith a sun-screen, or umbrella (253), and the title 
of Ra3’-r<.i)an, or Counsellor of Counsellors, after uhich he 
returned satisfied to Do 81 et-abad, his Capital, and from that 
moment he never thought of revolting against him, or of disput- 
ing the orders sent him from Court. After his death, he was 
succeeded b) his son , but the Deputy Go\ ernor, Melee caf8r, who 
did not live upon such good terms with the son as he had done 
w’lth the father, continued to make conquests on the young Prince, 
and to deprive him of more territories, as far as the Carnatic 
He even sent complaints against him to Court, and obtained 
!ea\e to strip him inlircl) of his dominions, and to annex them 
to the Empire of the Qhlidji Emperors (254) The Deputy Gov- 
ernor having obtained this consent, in the 3 ear seven hundre d 
andcle\en, marched to De8gur, seized on the Gentoo Prince, put 
him to death, and took possession of that fortress, w'hich from 
tliat day has remained in the hands of the Emperors of Hindo- 
stan. But the Empire having passed, some centuries after, from 
the Patans of the tribe of Qhlidji to the Moghuls of the House of 
Timur, the Emperor Shah-djehan, one of the most victorious of 
Princes wdiich this last famil} has ever produced, sent one of 
his Generals, who bore the title of “Lord of Lords,” wuth orders 
to reco\er the fortress from the Kings of Decan, who w'ere then 
the descendants of Nizam-shah , and it remained from that time 
under the power of the House of Timur, being governed by a 
succession of Governors, independent of the Viceroys of the 
province Under tlie Hindoo Princes it had not that deep fossd 
it has now , nor was it surrounded by a third enclosure, as it is 
in our days , nor was it so strong as the Mussulman Princes have 
since made it, and it is Sultan-mahmed, son to Toghiyc-shah, 
who changed its name into that of Do 81 et-abad He surrounded 

not the assertion corroborated by those immense riches found by Alexander in 
several parts of the Persian dominions, and lately by HaTder-aaly-qhan, in Synng- 
patam, that Capital of only a small Kingdom 

(253) We have observed, at the ceremony of Ahmed-shah's inauguration, that 
the umbrella is an insignia of Sovereignty 

(254) The Qhlidjies as well as the LoSdies, were particular races of the Patans 
that were settled in Hindostan long before Timur's amval , nor were those Patans 
any others than the Siah-poshes (the man in blue), that gave him so much trouble 
in the mountains north of India , nor were those Patans anything else but the 
Afghans of our days 
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it With a v\TiIl of squared stone, adorned it wth noble buildings, 
and h^even had a mind to make it hia residence and the Capitol 
of his dominions For that purpose he unpeopTed part of Delhi, 
and transported its inhabitants to D681et-adad, but his scheme, 
did not prosper It is computed that this fortress fell into the 
hands of the Marhaltas, four hondred and sixty years after that 
period 

As to the Fortress of Bldjapoor, it has been built by Y8$8f 
adel shah, founder of a famil) of Kings who always bore the 
same name It \ra8 at first raised with mad , but id the year 900, 
lie sqrroundcd it with a wall of stone and mortar, and left it to 
his descendants, in whose hands it continued until It was taken 
from Sekander adel shah, the last of that family, by the victorious 
arms of Aoreng sib, in the year 1097 ^ bands of the 

Marbattas about two hondred and sixty seven years after Its 
building The Governor surrendered it without saying a word, 
bat SSyd Nedjef aaly qhan Governor of the Fortress of AssIr, 
^fao received a like order from Selabet djung refosed to surrender 
his fortress and he supported a siege of a whole year, when 
being reduced to extremity for want of victnaJi be sorrendered 
it to the Marhattas npon terms. It was on the lath of the second 
Reby, in the year 1174. 

This Fortress of Asslr is one of those built by Assa-ahlr, who 
gave it bis own name, which word in process of bme, has been 
curtaDed by the suppression of three letters, into that of Assir 
His name was really Assa, to which in compliance with the 
custom of India, they added that of his clan which was that of 
Ahlr, a tribe that employ themselves solely on dairy business 
and in attending black cattle This Assa was a 2^mJndar of an 
illastnous family of Qhandess, which had dwelt on that mountain 
as well as commanded in that District for seven hundred years 
together, and they had raised n fort of rough stone and mud to 
secure their herds and their riches It came to Assa m that 
condition But as he was much richer and ranch more powerful 
than hi3 predecessors, he threw down the old walls, and raised 
a regular fortification of stone and hrae which became very 
strong was conspicuous from afar and came at last to be called 
by the name of Aiaa shir’s Fortress It was snatched from his 
bands by Nossur qhan farooky, who in the year eight hundred 
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and one assumed the Crown, and set up a new Monarchy in the 
ProMnce of Qhandess, where he commanded as Governor But 
this fortress being nearly impregnable by open force, he made 
use of the following stratagem He sent word to Assa to 
request his giving an asylum to his children, consorts, and family, 
as the Radja of Buglana, and the Radja of Antoor had joined 
together, and w^ere coming upon him (Nassyr-qhan) at the head 
of a great army , tw'o Princes whom he would readily encounter, 
as soon as his mind should be easy wnth respect to his family 
The Gentoo consented, and gave orders at the gate accordingly 
The day appointed, a number of covered cliairs entered the fort 
They were full of Nassyr-qhan’s women, wdio had orders to treat 
Assa’s w’omen wdth the utmost civility, and with many presents, 
whenever they should come to pay them a visit They came in 
fact, and returned to their homes, perfectly satisfied wuth their 
guests The next day, an equal number of covered chairs came 
in, and were admitted , but they contained tw'o hundred of the 
bravest men of Nassyr-qhan’s army The Radja hearing that 
these only w’cre the Governor’s consorts and daughteis, wdiere- 
as the former w'ere but his concubines, got up from his Palace, 
with his children, and w^ent forw'ard to welcome the new comers, 
and to introduce them to their new lodgings , and he was re- 
turning home, after having fulfilled that office, when the men 
in the mahafas, having assembled together, fell upon him, and 
put him to the sword, with his children and retinue The rest 
of the garrison, frightened by this execution, asked for quarter, 
and were permitted to retire out of the fortress Nassyr-qhan, 
informed of this, hastened thither with a body of troops with 
which he put a garrison into it , and it has remained since that 
day in the possession of his descendants, until the reign of 
Sultan-Acbar-shah, Emperor of Hindostan , when in the year 
loog, it was taken from the last of them, Bahadyr, son to Radja- 
aaly-qhan, and entrusted successively to a number of Governors, 
independent of the Province It was computed that about four 
hundred and sixty years had elapsed betwixt Nassyr-qhan, and 
the surrendering of this fortress to the Marhattas It was in this 
same year, 1174, that the English having taken from the French 
the Fortress and Port of PSlcherry, after a long siege, ruined 
from the foundation both its fortifications and buildings By a 
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consequence of the same event the Provinces of SIracol, Radj 
bendcry, and some others that had been given In Djagfair to the 
French and which it \vas thought would never be recovered 
from their hands, fell down of themselves at this time and 
returned to their former owners 

But this event considerable as it was proved of small con 
sequence, when compared to those that had at the same time 
taken place in the Capital We have already said something of 
Nedjib-qhan tlic RohiKah, who was a man of genius and valour 
and wc have mentioned that having been, on account of the high 
character he bore invited over by the Veiir Umad el mulk, 
whilst he was waging war with Ab 81 mansSr-qhan he came soon 
to be greatly esteemed, so as to rise to the highest mfloence 
and dignities and it was out of regard to that high character of 
his, still more than for his being an Afghan and a countryman 
that the Abdaly Monarch had thought proper to recommend 
him to the high dignity of ' Pnnoe of Pnnees ' Whilst this 
high dignity was bestowing at Delhi, the Veiir Umad^l mulk 
was waiting at Ferob>abad the issue of the Abdali king’s ex 
pedition but be 00 sooner heard that be was returned to Can 
dahar than thinking bts honour concerned in not falling short 
of that Monarch he bestowed that high office on Ahmed-qban 
bangash just as the Monarch bad bestowed it on Nedjib-qhan 
After that he returned to Shah djeban abad In his way thither 
he effected a junction vnth Ragonat rto a velatvon of Baladjv 
rSo s as well as with the Marhatta General Malhar holcar and 
marched to that Capital which he took and having besieged 
the Citadel nothing was seen for fortj five days together but 
cannon balls and rockets and both the Emperor Alcmghir and 
Ncdjib-cd dfiwlah Ncdjib-qban his Minister, were going 

to fait in his hands when the latter sent a mighty bribe to Malhar, 
who from that moment assumed the character of mediator and 
proposed an accommodation Rleanwhile having brought Nedjib 
cd dBwlah from the Citadel with both bis family furniture and 
effects he lodged him close to his own quarters After which he 
conveyed him to his owm country vvhich 15 on the other side of 
the Djumna, and consists of the Districts of Soharenpoor, Cband 
jHDor the whole territory of Barr and some other lands like 
Bci>dya, and Nedinn \fltr this departure, Umad el mulk, who 
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styled him'^elf the Vezir, took possession of the administration of 
what i\as still called the Empire, placed his own creatures in 
it, and remained the sole disposer of affair*? But long before 
the Vezir’s arrival at the Capital, his intentions were so far mis- 
trusted by the Emperor Alemghir and his Minister, Nedjib-ed- 
dowlah, that they had thought proper to send the Imperial Prince 
out of tovn This was Aaly-goher, who bore the same title 
with his father They gave him in appanage the Districts of 
Hansi, Djudjar, Cher-radery, and some others that yet depended 
on the Qhalissa, and they recommended to his care, to seem 
busy only in settling the revenue of those Districts, and in bring- 
ing them into order , but meanwhile to take possession of as 
many more Districts as he could, in his right of presumptive 
heir of the Empire, and virtual owner of that whole country 
They added, that he ought to employ those revenues iij acquiring 
friends, raising a good army, and keeping himself in readiness 
to come to his father’s assistance, whenever the Vezir Umad- 
el-mulk should return to the Capital, and avail himself of the 
two Imperial Princes in his power to excite troubles, and to give 
vent to his own mischievous disposition Whilst Aaly-goher 
was preparing himself to go abroad, the Empress Zinet-mahal, 
second consort to the reigning Emperor, who on the decease 
of Aaly-goher’s mother had conceived for him a motherly affec- 
tion, Avilling to render him a farewell service, sent for my father, 
at the gate of the seraglio, with the Emperor’s consent, and 
there she appeared veiled in his presence , and after having 
strongl) recommended Aaly-goher’s education as well as his 
person to his paternal care, she took the young Prince’s hands 
and put them in my father’s right hand The young Prince, 
after this tender scene, went out, and took up his residence at 
tlie seat and garden of Tal-cat8rah, where he commenced as- 
sembling forces, most of the braves residing in the city making 
it a point to enlist under him One of these was Mir-djaafer, 
the Hindostani, who had with him a number of men that bore a 
character both for bravery and fidelity Ozm-aaly-qhan was 
another nobleman of the same family, with the late Hussein- 
aaly-qhan, and like him devoted to the service of an Imperial 
Prince, as we shall some day mention, if it pleases God But 
as by this time the Vezir Umad-el-mulk had with the assistance 
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of his Marhattaa, made himself master of the Emperor'b person 
he forced the latter to send an order of recall to the Shah zadah 
or Impcnal Prince, and not satisSed ^rith that he supported 
the letter by a General of his own, Sfiif cddln aaly qhan, the 
Cashmirian, at the head of ten thousand horse and by a precise 
order to bring the Prince back by every means in his power— 
b} persuJision, promises, intreatles, threats, and open force 
The Prince, sensible of his helpless sitnation turned towards 
the Capital and he was setting out for it, when he was dis- 
suaded by one of the Commanders that had come over with 
Holcar raalhar to the Vezir’s assulancc, and had enabled him to 
drive away Nedjib ed dSwlab and to make himself master of the 
Emperor's person This was Atel rflo, who although lutending 
to follow the others into Decan was yet encamped In the ter 
ritory of the Capital This Commander meeting the Shah ladah 
in his return thither dissuaded him from going to the dty, where 
he represented the many dangers to which he would Infallibly 
be exposed from the Vezirs omnipotence fears, and cruelty 
and he proposed his ratbe^ coobnning abroad, and taking pos- 
session of the temtones round the Capital in which- case be 
would serve the Prince with his person and troops The htter 
who wanted no better and who augnred well of such a proffer 
quitted the road he held and joining Atel rfio he crossed the 
Djurnna, and took possession of some Distnets in the neighbour 
hood The Veiir bearing of such a change, sent a secret message 
to Atel r^o and under promue of a great present he irronght 
30 great an alterabon in bis mind that the Marhatta commenced 
adnslng the Prince to retom to the Capital and at the same 
time parted company with him The Prince obliged to snbmit 
to circumstances returned to the city and took up his abode 
in Aaly merdan-qhan s Palace whatever instances the Veiir 
made for his residing within the Citadel He had but a small 
number of friends ivith him and but a small number of troops, as 
all those of the latter description, who had dwellings m the dty, 
had retired to their homes The Vezir sensible of this, sent 
him ^ me sage requesting hia being pleased to dismiss all his 
troops as the treasnrj Could not afford to pay for them else, he 
advised that they should be sent to the Districts of the Prince s 
appanage as the only means to keep those Disfncts under 
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order, and a'J tlie only mctliod to pay those people the arrears 
which they claimed The Prince who saw the drift of the 
message, but had no choice left, picked up a small number, 
whom he desired to reside with him, and he sent the rest to the 
territories pointed out 

The Prince being disarmed by this manoeuvre, the Vezir re- 
mained inactive for a fortnight , wdien one day, on pretence of 
going to visit Shah^nizam-eddin's Monument, he assembled vast 
number of armed men at his Palace gale, and at once sent ten 
or twelve thousand of them to Aal) -merdan-qhan's Palace, wuth 
orders to besiege it, and to confine the Sluh-zadah's person 
The troops having in a short time bored holes through the walls, 
penetrated w ithin the outer courts, whilst others w'cre getting 
upon the terraces, and began firing so briskly that they soon 
killed the greatest part of those w'ho had shew'ed themselves from 
within Mir-djafer-aaly and Ozm-aaly-qhan, who saw' all this, 
and w'ere ready armed, as w’ell as the Prince, observed to him, 
“Tliat It w'as better to make a fortie upon the enemy, and to 
“ fight them manfully, as the consequence w'ould be either to 
" perish bravely like men of honour and character, or to effect 
“ an escape That in the first case, they w ould jump at once into 
'* eternity, w'lth their heads encircled by the Tulip garlands of 
“martyrdom, and in the second, they would get rid of their 
“pursuers, and recover their liberty “ The Prince consented. 
He had only a few men wuth him, but these were determined and 
resolute Mounting their horses, they advanced to the back part 
of the house, where there w'as a certain breach in the wall which 
looked on the river, and falling unexpectedly upon the enemies, 
sabre in hand, they in a moment cut their passage through them, 
strewing the ground with their dead. The Prince slew tw'O men 
with his own hands, and he behaved throughout the w'hole action 
with so much personal prowess and heroical conduct, that the 
Cahremans and Heroes of old times would have bit the finger 
of astonishment, had they been witness of Ins valiance The 
enemies ashamed to see their prey ready to escape, crowded after 
them, and pursued hotly In this extremity that intrepid troop 
used to turn about, rush upon their pursuers, put the foremost 
to flight, kill some of them, and then continue their route as 
before , and it was by such continual exertions that they cut their 
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A\ay towards Ate) rilo, the Marhatta, who was encamped at T]Ia 
raahnoo That General informed of what passed within sight 
of his encampment, came out with a body of cavalry, and having 
received the Prince with every mark of respect he brought him 
within his camp and as that Commander had been some time 
ago a strenuous adviser of the Prince's repairing to the Capital 
so as In fact to oblige him to return thither, and had moreover 
parted company With him, he now exerted himself in making an 
apology for being in some measure the cause of the Prince's 
danger After that he did every thing in his power to sooth 
his mind he then pitched a number of tents for him and several 
more for his men with others apart for his wounded, of whom 
he took great care assisting with necessaries both these and the 
others During that trying retreat the enemy pressed so liard, 
that ever) one saw that the Prince was going to falMn their 
hands or to be slain In that critical moment that would have 
appalled a Rustem and a Sam (355) the illustrious SSyd, Ozm 
aaly-qhan with that daring courage hereditary in his family 
and that heroical valour which came to him from the founder of 
bis race Aaly the King of braves turned about to the Prince, 
and said Prince thou art destined to be one day a resource to 
an Infinity of people and tby life Is therefore more precious 
“ to-day than ours Run then forwards and gain some distance 
and I will undertake meanwhile to stop the enemy, until thou 
“ shalt have distanced him ’ He said and with a daringness the 
more admirable, because of his youth he turned about and fell 
amongst the pursuers with such fury, that the sphere of heaven 
stopped short to look at so much prowess and when that young 
hero fell at last spent with the fatigue of the slaughter Its eyes 
were seen to drop tears fn great abundance (356) Atel rflo 
bavmg seen his guests refreshed and recovered, made a return j 
upon himself and reflected that his masters In Decan might find 
fault with him for so openly espousing the interests of Umad el ^ 
mulk’s enemies He therefore thought proper to afford no more 1 
a handle against himself, and bo escorted the Prince as far as | 

(855) Two fimoui Heroes the aodent Persisa Hlstorj • 

(956) It sppetrs from a relatloa of th*t retreat bj a dtfferect hind thst those j 
■lx H er p es , slreedj speut with ftti^ne, end Cslndof with heat were eiiddcnlj 
refre^ed bj a sHeht shower of rsin 
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Feroh-abad, a place different from Bangashe’s Capital There 
he was received by M8ssa-qhan, the BallSch (257), Zemindar of 
that country, and son to Cam-car-qhan, who expressed great 
respect for the Prince’s person, pitied his situation, and made 
him a present of three lacs of rupees Atel-rao h iving seen his 
Royal guest in a place of safety, took his leave, and returned 
The Prince quitting M8ssa-qhan’s country, achanced by C8ndj- 
p8ra to SoharenpSr where he found Nedjib-ed-dowlah The 
latter entertained the Prince for eight months together, and 
neglected nothing of what could conduce to alleviate his sorrows , 
but a great Revolution having at that time taken place in Bengal, 
wheie Mir-djaafer-qhan had possessed himself of that country by 
the assistance of the English, he advised the Prince to avail him- 
self of that opportunity to shew his person in those regions, and 
to try whether he could not take possession of them By these 
insinuations he freed himself honorably from a guest that was 
likely to attract upon his person and country the whole weight 
of Umad-el-mullk’s resentment Having, therefore, presented 
the Prince with as large a sum of money as he could afford, he 
took his leave The Prince having listened to that advice, left 
at MehranpSr both my father and Munnir-ed-dowlah, with 
orders to assemble troops, and to prepare some artillery and 
ammunition , and taking his leave of them, he marched by 
Moorad-abad and Bereily with intention to repair to the country 
ol A8d In his wa} thither he was entertained by Saad-ollah- 
qhan, son to Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah, who exerted in pleas- 
ing and assisting him It was the ninth of the first Djemady in 
the year 1 171, when he arrived at Mohan, a town at seven cosses 
distance from Lucknow Shudjah-ed-dowlah informed of the 
Princess circumstances and arrival, advanced to that town, paid 
him his obeisance, presented him with a Nuzur of one hundred 
and one Eshrefes (258), and behaved himself in everything with 
the utmost obsequiousness and respect , the moment after he 
supplicated the Prince to accept a small present from him It 
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(257) The BallSches are a ferocious people, inhabiting the south-east parts of 
Persia, with the contiguous frontier of India They have spread in the latter 
country since Nadyr-shah’s reign, and there is a quarter at Lucknow that bears 
their name 

(258} The value of two Guineas each , 
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consisted in one lac of mpees in ready money, a table or qhoan 
covered with jewels, several such tables cohered with precious 
stuffs, a set of tents, utensils for all kind of offices, and a quantity 
of arms. To these, he added two elephants with their covered and 
shaded Amhanes, and a Taht revan or moviog throne, with ten 
baggage-carts The Prince having cast a glance at that offering 
of Sbudjab ed dflwlabs invited him to a closot(259), where he 
remained two hours >vltb him, after which he dismissed him, 
making him a present of the Torbant he wore with his own 
Serpitch and his owm Palelc^ From thence the Prince marched 
to Ilah-abad where having attached Mahmed c81y qhan to his 
cause, they marched together to Axlm^abad as we have mentioned 
at length in our account of the affairs of Bengal Whether 
Sbudjah ed dflwJah would have followed the Prince, Is not clear 
but at any rate he had at that time much business of hja own 
We have already mentioned that the Venr Ab8I mansSr 
qhan, having got himself joined bj a body of Marhattas had 
ruined the power of the Afghan Ahmed btngasb and had given 
the country of Antervid a/tat the DO abah to those people for 
the purpose of insuring their pay and arrears The Marhaitas 
having extended their ravages throughout that countr} had cast 
their eyes on the neighbouring province of A8d, and were biting 
the finger of regret for not hiving ) rt attacked and seiaied that 
fine region, as well as the rest of the Rohillah country And they 
were yet brooding on their grief when Umad el mulk, vvho was 
• *t personally incensed against Nedjib-ed-<16wlah, conceived the 
jmRo- design of ruining him Intlrcly but as lo spite of tho Abdalt 
idngfs countenance, he had found means to dnve bun from the 
BO be expected that without being 
■Ota BO apparently concerned in the matter himself he would as easily 
drive him from his principality by committing him with the 
Marhattas his intention being to serve Shudjah-ed-d3wlah in 
the stme manner as soon as he had finished Nedjib-ed d6wlah. 
Such a scheme having been soon guessed at brought about an 
union of concerns between those two Princes, equally threatened 

(359) The *ipre»»]cm he mide use of tb«t moment, xod which hu remalDed 
u et/fjuetto ©T« »fler wij that of Bh 4 i.namb, bnjtber-NtTTib brother Depoty or 
Llcwtciiint for the word Narrab U only the ploral of the Arabic wwd Nalb 
ahhon^ tt la tned Id India as a ainxular 
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nd here we must admire that Providence which overset that well 
oncerted scheme by bringing friendship and union out of the 
haos of aversion and mutual mistrust, and could render the 
Ughans, those inveterate enemies of Ab 81 -mans 8 r-qhan and his 
amily, so many faithful assistcrs, and so many zealous well- 
vishers of Shudjah-ed-dowlah’s prosperity It is true the latter 
lad cultivated a friendship with Nedjib-ed-dowlah, and with the 
everal Princes of Aaly-mahmed-Rohillah’s family , but now the 
ommon hatred against the Vezir, Umad-el-mulk, and the common 
Iread of an addition of power to the Marhattas, had drawn closer 
he bands of union between those Princes, so as to verify the 
amous sentence 

" Even an enemy will promote thine welfare, if it so pleases God " 

But now a general rumour had spread everywhere that Data- 
india, nephew' to Djingo-dji, had in the first month of the year 
171 marched from Decan at the head of a pow'erful army, com- 
nanded by renow'ned Generals, and with a firm resolution to finish 
he conquest' of Hindostan, and after having spent that year in 
trengthening liis former conquest, he intended to invade the 
ountry of the Rohillahs, as w'ellas the dominions of Shudjah-ed- 
ow'lah No wonder, therefore, if the latter joined their councils 
Dgether, and prepared in concert for their common defence The 
/larhatta General’s scheme was to cross the Ganga at a certain 
3rd in the winter season, and to fall at once upon the Rohilcund ; 
fter which he intended to proceed to the conquest of the A8d , 
nd it was with an intent to favour such an invasion, that Umad- 
1-mulk, who was at the bottom of all this mighty scheme, and the 
eal inciter of the Marhatla motions, had sent out from the Capital 
ieanwhile the Marhatta General crossed the Djumnah, and fell 
t once upon Nedjib-ed-dowlah’s country. This Prince unable 
3 stand the contest in the field, retired to Sukartal, a difficult The Marhat- 
ost on the Ganga, where the passage of that river may be easily 
efended, and where he intrenched himself, resolved to stand resolution to 
is ground to the last. The Marhatta General encamped close Hindostan. 

3 him , and for four months together, which the rainy season 
isted, no other thunder was heard but that of continual dis- 
harges of cannon, rockets, and musketry, and no other lightning 
een but that of famished flaming sabres, and blood-thirsty 
pears , so that the earth seemed to hold a conversation with 
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the heaveDs(26o) Meanwhile the Rohillah Princes such as 
Hafyz rahraet qhm, and DSndy qhan ind Saad oliah-qhan took 
care to represent to Shndjah ed dSulah, That the Marhattas 
“ waited only for the end of the rainy season and the sub 
' sidmg of the Ganga to cross thnt river nt some ford and fall 
upon the Rohllcnnd which the) would either subdue or ruin 
‘ intirel) m which case It wis past doubt that they would turn 
' their bteps towards the country of A8d That such an event 
“ must be prevented (or that to defend a country, when the 
enemy is already at your doors, is not the business in question 
" remedy must be sent before the evil is arrived March then 
added they, *' to our assistance, set out immediately and make 


haste to join us ’ 

Those losmoations could not fail to make a deep impression 
on the mind of Shudjah ed dOwIah who felt hou critical lus 
situation was and he resolved to be beforehand with the enemy 
It was then the height of the rainy season and the roads, on 
account of the incessant rain and the swelling of all the rivulets 
and brooks, had become so miry as to be impassable Nevertbe 
!e«8 be set out from Lucknow and advanced as far as Shah-abad, 
where he was stopped by the swelling of the Ganga, and the 
inundation of the country which had rendered it impossible to 
approach nearer to the camp at Sukartal, so as to effect a junc 
tlon The Marhatta General hearing of Shndjah ed dOwIah’s 
approach ordered one of bispnndpal Commanders called Govind 
pandelt to cro'JS the Ganga with twenty thousand horse and 
foot, and to ruin the whole Robilcund This Officer having ad 
vanced as high as T hac8r-d8am(26i) a spot that touches the 
foot of the northern mountains forded the Ganga at that place, 

{760) Tbe nlo^ KKroo to India b a uaaon of a grsat datl of tbuoder and 
Ugbtnlnj It beglo* la May aodlMtkfoQT or fiv months at whicb time tha rain 
pooii fomctlmrs \«fj heavllv The qaanUty of rain UuU filb In Ben|^ may bo 
Dlnttj'tno iorhe beside* si* inchei dm which U twlca ajmnchti In Italy and 
four UoKs much ss i England. 

(361) T hatfr-dSara iignlBea the Lord fc Pal*agite or temple and tbs title 
1 » also ftlretj ly the tempi# of Djaf-eon t or Jagrenat, ail orer Bengal and India 
Pci»albb h trea k here and tbe aa(bor*s words afford a geographical projuraption 
ol tb# probability -cd tbla reinarb that moaotain said to be cut In th# form of a 
cow under whkh ihfl Ganga Is lald to pass In order to enter the plains of Hlndo- 
fcUn. Harden Is tbo.town dota to that passage and th# ford at that place U 
ulled T-s.handy»gaU 
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and spread throughout the Rohilcund, where he burned thirteen 
hundred villages from Chandpoor down to AmrSa , after that, 
he fidl upon Haf) z-rahmel, Doondy-qhan, and Saad-ollah-qhan, 
the Roliillah Princes, who were preparing to march to Ned]ib-ed- 
dowlah’s assistance, and put them to flight The Afghans, sur- 
prised at tlie suddenness of the irruption, and incapable to with- 
stand so great a force, retreated as far as the foot of the mountains 
of CamaS, v here Ihe'^ intronciied themselves in a diflicult post , but 
Shudjah-ed-dowlah no sooner heard of this disaster, than he 
decamped from his po^t on the beginning of the first Reby, in 
the vear 1173, and marching with the utmost rapidity, he arrived 
at Cliandpoor over against the place where Nedjib-ed-dowlah was 
intrenched It was high time The besieged Prince, finding 
himself abandoned by his countrymen wlio were fled amongst the 
fastnesses of the CamaS, had despaired of being freed from his 
forlorn situation, and as he had already despaired of his life, he 
thought only how to sell it to the highest bidder, wdien his spirits 
were recruited at once b)* Shudjah-ed-dowlah’s approach The 
latter had already discovered some of the runners of the Marhatta 
army , but nothing more had happened, as he advanced toHolavah, 
wdiich is at five cosses farther than Chandpoor, There he heard 
that some of his sutlers had been set upon and plundered by the 
enemy On the first intelligence of this, he detached the two 
Commanders that were then at hand, wuth orders to chastise 
the Marhaltas These were An8b-ghir-ghossam, and Amra8-ghir 
ghossain, two Fakirs in his service, both of great character 
After their departure, he got them followed by Mirza-nedjef- 
qhan, at the head of five thousand horse, and by Mir Bakyr- 
qhan-temeni, with four thousand more, all Moghuls. All these 
had orders to leave the plunderers to their own works, and to push 
for Govind-pandett’s head-quarters These Officers, all eager 
for action, commenced by skirmishing, and the engagement 
growing warmer, they ‘=.trewed the ground with Marhatta bodies 
An8b-ghir the Ghossain made a great massacre amongst them, 
and took a hundred prisoners, and a vast booty in horses and 
cattle The Marhatta General finding himself so severely handed 
fled from the field of battle, and with all the difficulties imagina- 
ble he found his w^ay again to the ford, where he had some- 
time ago crossed the Ganga But his confusion and that" of his 
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follow era \7a3 SO great, that he mistook the part, and lost vast 
numbers of hjs people who were swallowed up by the Ganga 
that insatiable crocodile of the sweet flood The next morning, 
Shudjah ed dSwlah, a/ter having ordered his music to pla> iii token 
of victory, marched forward, and the report of it havung spread 
every^vhere reached also the Afghans who had been hitherto 
lurking in the brambles at the foot of the Cam38 It made them 
mo\e from tbcir holes, and jom Shudjah-ed dfiwia- The two 
armies after this junction marched on to Sukar tal, where 
Nedjib-ed-d6wlah was besieged, and thc^ delivered him from 
the miseries he was undergoing Nevertheless the Afghans m 
Umidated by the power of the Marhattas thought proper to send 
proposals for an accommodation both to Data sindia and to 
Djingo These two Generals on the other hand, who had heard 
of the Abdali Monarch s coming and thought of providmg for 
their owm safety by advancing as far as Labor to stop the enemy 
In Pendjab, were glad to bear the proposals Data smdia sign 
ed an agreement which was sworn to on both sides after wbteh 
he withdrew his troops and advanced towards Labor Shudjah 
ed>d6wlah on his side retomed to Lucknow where be made 
his entry the twenty ninth of the hrst Djemady in the year 1173 
Whilst Slndiah was besieging Nedjib-ed-dOwlah at Shukar 
/ tal, by the Vexir Umad-el mulk^s instigation, he wrote to the 
httffr to cotse to his ss9X9t3B€c. Tbst iweJred btso 
on one hand by an Emperor whom he knew to be a well wisher 
to Ncdjib-ed dOwlah and to hold a correspondence with the 
Abdali king, and on the other by an uncle whom he mistrusted 
full as much although be actually kept him m confinement, took 
his party without any scruple He resolved first of all to make 
himself easy on those two accounts and then only to depart 
and first he ordered Intyzam ed dfiwiab, his uncle to be put to 
death, and three days after he provided also for the Emperor 
Having properl) tutored Mebdy ally qhan the Cashmirian he 
sent him to that Prince That artful man went, and turned so 

jiif well the EmptroPs mind that he engaged him to go out and 

5i^^o*2d P^> ^ ''^sit to a certain Fakyr of uncommon sanctity and charac 
ter who performed miracles and was said to be lately landed at 
Flroz shah s Mausoleum That imbecile Prince, entrapped by 
the diaboheal suggestions and artifices of that infernal man, 
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took it into Ins head to pay incognito a visit to so extraordinary 
a personage Being armed at the spot, he was shewn a door 
before which hung a curtain But he had a sword in his hand(262). 
The Cashmirian having taken it with one hand, lifted up the 
curtain with the other, and the Emperor entered the room, 
wliich the Cashmirian immediately shut up, by making the door 
fast from ^Mthout. and then dropped the curtain Yzzeddin's 
son, Mirza-babr, who was also son-in law to the Emperor, no 
sooner saw these strange motions, than he drew his sabre, and 
wounded one or two men But he was instantly overpowered 
and seized , and being put into a co\ered Paleky, he was sent 
to the apartment where the Princes of the blood are usually 
kept confined (263) Meanwhile the four men concealed within 
the room, fell upon the defenceless Emperor with their poniards, 
and having dispatched him in an instant, they threw his body 
out, and left it stretched upon the strand of the Djumna There 
he was soon stripped of his clothes, save only-Jiis drawers, in 
which condition he remained eighteen hours After which time 
the Cashmirian above sent some people, who took up the body 
and carried it to the Emperor HSmayon's Mausoleum, where 
they committed it to the earth. 

Whilst that mournful tragedy was acting at one part of the 
Palace, another very different scene was pa-'Sing on the other 
That very day Muhi-el-senna, son to Cam-bash, and grandson to 
Aoreng-zib, w^as raised to the throne under the title of Shah- 
djehan, or “Emperor of the \vorld and the Vezir after these 
executions left the Cashmirian to watch over the ^new Prince, 
and marched against Nedjib-ed-dowlah, actually besieged at 
Sukartal On his w^ay thither, he learned that a peace had been 
concluded to the satisfaction of both parties, and being informed 
at the same time'i;hat the Abdali-king was advancing by Ipng 
marches, he thought proper to secure his person by getting out 
of his way , and taking shelter in SSrSdj-muH’s country, heresolved 



(262) This sword, which is longer and twice as broad as the common small 
swords of Europe, is always in a velvet scabbard, and held upright by the hilt, as a 
walking cane It has been a mark of Sovereign power, and is still an insigne of 
authority, always used by persons constituted in high offices 

(263) Selimgur-Castle, — a fortification which communicates with the Citadel 
of Delhi by a gate, so as to be a continuation of it 
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to unit there the c\ont of the quarrel between the Abdalies and 
the MarhattaSc and to see what new revolution it might bring 
. about Anxious about the event, he retired within one of the 
j strongest of SSrSdj mull s fortresses 

We have heretofore mentioned that the Abdall Idng after 
having plundered Delhi, ind put everv thing to the sivord at 
Mahtra had niarched batk in the )ear 1170 and returned to 
CabSI and Candahar his Capital leaving lus son Timur shah m 
the G ivernmenl of MSIlan and Labor, with the General Djelian 
qhan for his ad\ iser The latter sensible of his owm inexperience 
in Government and revenue mailers and convnnced how much 
Adina beg-qhan must be skilled in those subjects, and of how mui h 
local knowledge he must be possessed resolved to avail him 
self of that man s abilities and he wrote him several civil letters 
eodeavounnglosooth his mind at last he sent him to the patent as 
well as the Qhylaat of the province of Do abah Adma beg qhan, 
softened b} this distinction, soon brought the province to a proper 
order and the Pnnee and General convinced now of his abilities 
invited him over to Labor where they intended to avail them 
selves of hu experience Bat this invitation was not relished 
by tlie other He mistrusted ihelr proffers and had objections 
to their neighbourhood so that he retired again towards the 
monntains AndDjehan qbao bearing of this desertion, appoint 
ed M8rad qhan to command in the Do abab directing B8Iend>qhan 
and Ser-efraz qhan two general Officers to support him with a 
Trouble* in body of troops Adloa beg qhan opposed the Syks to this new 
power a set of men that had already grown numerous and power 
fulinthe times of the late Mir mannS but who had since greatly 
benefitted by the lessons and the protection they had been for a 
long time receiving from their tutor Adma beg qhan Incited 
by his exortatlons those Fakirs or Mendicants became soldiers 
took up arms and being joined by a body of Adma beg qhan s 
troops they fell upon MSrad qhan and gave him a battle in 
which B81end-qhan being slam and M8rad qhan with Ser 
efrax-qhan defeated these two Gonerals fled to Labor and 
reported their case to Djehan qhan After this flight the Syks 
ruined and desolated the whole Provnnee of the DO-abab, chiefly 
at the instigation of Adma beg-qhan At this very time there 
%vos encamped in the territory of Shah djehan-abad a large 
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army of Marhatlns, under the command of Rngonat-rno, and 
Sinm'-hir-hahad) r, (two hrolncrs of Baladji-rao) as well as under 
that of Holrar-inalhar, and ‘’Orne oilier Commanders of character. 
\il iht *<0 tiri il of a ramp life, and panting for action, waited w'lth 
impatience for some occmsiou to signali/e tlicmselvcs , when 
they received sr\ora! letters from Adina-heg-qhan, wdneh re- 
quested their coming to his a'-'^istance I'hc Marhattas who 
alwa\s wish for action, and are alu i\s upon the w’atcii for sucli 
opportunities, and always upon the mo\e, marched immediately 
to Labor Meeting by the wa\ \bd 81 -senu d-cjhan, a General 
appointed b\ tlu Abdaln s to the command of Scr-hend, they 
gave liim a bloody defeat, and look him prisom r I'rom thence 
lhe\ advanced so rapidlv to Lahoi, th.il in a feu d.ays (heir run- 
ners met those of Djehan-qhan’s atul ha<l some skirmishes to- 
gether. It was in Shaaban. 1171 of the Ilcdjrah Dji ban qhan 
observing that the small number of his troops w ould be ov cr- 
powered in a campaign by such skirmishers ns the iMarhatlas, 
thought proper to retreat and to evacuate the touuLrv H< took 
the young Prince Timur-shah with him, and adv ancing hv long and 
continual marches, he arriv cd on the banks of the Atuc (264), which 
he immediately crossed, having behind those treasures, and that 
furniture and artillery that had been amassing for ages together 
The Marhattas pursued him as far as the river Chulum, and then 
returned, extending meanwdiile their conquests and jurisdiction 
all over MSltan, as far as Gha7i-qhan’s valley, and as far as the 
rivers Chennar and Pehn But as the rainy season was approach- 
ing, they appointed Adina-beg-qhan Governor-General of the 
country, under a yearly tribute of seventy-five lacs, clear of all 
charges, and then returned towards Shah-djehan-abad From 
thence, after a short slay, both Ragonat-rao and Shimshir-baha- 
dyr marched on towards the Deean , but DjingS was left in tlie 
neighbourhood of Delhi, with orders to subdue the several Radjas 
of Adjmir The whole scheme seemed well arranged , but by 
one of those unexpected dispensations of Providence, Adina-beg- 
qhan departed his life some months after, at the beginning of 
the year 1172 , when Djingo conferred the Government of -Sei- 
hend on Sadyc-beg-qhan, who had been one of the trustiest men 
in the deceased Gov'ernor’s service, and that of the Doabah on 

(264) Indus Look at the Note S 2 , Section / 
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that Governor's widon, appointing at the same time a Marbatta 
called Saba, to the supreme Government of Labor, 'alAcb the 
new Commandant took care to extend by fresh conquests as far 
as (he shores of the great river Atuc Meanwhile Nedjib ed 
dGwIa^ as well as all tlie Rohilla Princes, intimidated by these 
continual progress of the Marhattas, concluded that tlieir own 
persons and domioions must one da) In the coufbo of things be 
neceasarilj swallowed up by that overbearing power which ^vap 
constantly supported by the Venr Umad-el mulk s influence and 
intrigues They therefore renewed their supplications to the 
King of the Durrannies, and besought him to march forth to their 
assistance That Prince already shocked to see how little cere 
mony the Marhattas had made with his son Timur shah and 
with his Governor, Djebao qhan and incensed besides at the 
ingratitude of CJmed el mulk and at the perpetual cruelties, 
lie exercised everywhere resolved to comply with the request 
Convinced, therefore that his arrival was ardently expected in 
Hmdostan he displayed his> victorious standards and turned 
them towards that country 

That Pnnee setting out from Candabar, crossed the river 
Atuc m the beginning of the year 1173 and his vanguard meet 
mg with Sabas vanguard an engagement ensued, m which the 
Marhattas being worsted, fled to Labor But that General hear 
ing that the Abdalios were advancing by long marches and think 
ing bib troops an uodermateb to such men, ht judged it expedient 
to decamp with his whole force and to retreat towards Delhi, 
and fua retreat was imitated by both Sadyc beg-qhan hiinsdf, 
and by Adma beg qban s widow who both thought proper to 
retire to the mountaios The Abdaly king meanwhile had 
taken bis route by the mountains of t)jarab8 where having 
received a noble present in money from the Radja of that 
country, he idvanccil towards Delhi and this was the sixth 
expedition he had made in Hindoslan This happened at the 
very time when Data aindlah was treating with Nedjib cd 
dOwlah and Shudjah-cd dbwlab about a peace and this was 
soon concinded But the two pai ties could not yet trust each 
other, and were npon the move on both sides when news 
reached the Marhatta camp that the Abdilics after havnng sub- 
dued the country of MSItan and Labor, were marching to Delhi 
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At this intelhgcnco Data-sindiah abandoned the negotiation with 
Shudja-ed-dowlah and that whole confideracy ; and turning his 
thoughts ton aids the Abdahes he advanced against them at 
the head of eighty thousand horse, all old troops As to Umad- 
el-mulk who had moved to Data-sindiah’s assistance, he no 
sooner was informed of the Abdahes coming, than fearful of his 
being likely to be called to an account for his ingratitude and 
cruelties, as well as trembling for his own safety, he parted com- 
pany with Data-sindiah, and took shelter in the hilly country of 
the Djattas, resolved not to move until the horizon should appeal 
denied The Radja shewed him the utmost regard, and assigned 
his residence in one of the best fortresses of his dominions 

Meanwdiile the Abdah w’as advancing with ardoui from 
Labor , but observing b) the w-ay that the country of Doabah 
had been so eaten up by the Marhattas in their many ex- 
peditions through it, that there remained neither gram nor 
forage for himself, he altered his route, and crossing the Djum- 
nah, he marched into the Anterbid country, which we have 
already mentioned to be that tract of ground spreading betwixt 
the great rivers of Ganga and Djumnah And as these tw'o 
rivers take their sources in the mountains of CamaS, in the north 
of India, and after having parted company, join again at Ilah- 
abad , the Anterbid country of course commences at the foot of 
those mountains, and ends at the confluence of those two rivers 
On the King’s crossing the Djumnah to march into the Anter- 
bid, the Afghan Princes, Saad-olla-qhan, Ahmed-qhan-bangash, 
Nedjib-ed-dowlah, Hafyz-rahmet, and Dondi-qhan, whose domi- 
nions he mostly betwixt those two rivers, joined together, and 
went in a body to pay their respects to that Monarch The 
latter ordered his vanguard to march by another road, and to 
fall upon Data sindiah’s troops , who thinking he had to deal 
only with the runners of that army, commenced skirmishing, 
and went on in that manner, until he was pushed back b)^ the 
Abdahes as far as the territory of Shah-djehan-abad, where they 
slopped at Badely, at w'hich place the King having again re- 
crossed the D] umnah, joined his vanguard, and immediately 
commanded a general attack A furious battle commenced 
Nothing but slaughter wms to be seen , and Data-sindiah soon 
became sensible that after having often fought for victory, he 
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^•as now to fight for hia life He drew away his nephew, Djlngo 
from that scene of destruction, and gave him a small escort, 
with orders to advance Into Decan in all speed, and to inform 
the Ministry of Satara of the state of things Meanwhile the 
engagement becoming so clo^e as to render horses of no use, 
he alighted unth the greatest part of his troops, and fought on 
foot. The Abdahes continued pressing on all sides and with 
tbelr rockets and heavy muskets soon came to pour an intolerable 
fire upon those thronged multitudes and as they gave no 
quarter, the -v, hole of that mighty army of Marhattas together 
with their General Data sindlah and every Commander, with 
out exception perLshed In that blood) battle and the whole was 
devoured by the inflamed sabre This battle was fought at 
Badel), in the second month Djemady, of the year 1173 a date 
which the Poet Mir ghSlam aaly the Belgramite, has ingenious 
ly conserved in these verses of his 

TIm OamoMdof btvln|: glvas tb« whold UarbitU host 

For food to hu ofiAmod derooriag Mhro, 

7*b« Poet hu that coosarred the c.bm)ogTajD of thb date 1 

The rktory becune the lot of the illoetrioiu 

The whole Marhatta army having disappeared from the 
field of battle together with Data sindiab its General, the 
Durrani king sent people after Djingo, but the latter had, the 
very day of the battle marched fifteen 008503(265) and was 
arrived at Allah verd/s Sera quite spent from whence he the 
next day continued his route to Namol Meanwhile intelligence 
came to the Abdali camp thxt the Vlarhatta, Holcar malhar, was 
at Sekendorah with an arm) This General hearing of the de- 
struction of their grand army marched with ‘he utmost expedition 
into the strong country of SSrSdj mull the Djattj. to whom he 
proposed to join him "a^d t6 nght together the Durrani king 
The Gentoo Pnnee answered that he would not undertake to 
oppose such troops as the Abdaiies in the field but that if he 
was attacked he would retire to a fortress, and there defend 
himself in the best manner he could It happened that the Af 
ghan Princes whq had come to the Durrani camp were then 
bus) m carrying a convoy of treasure and grain to that army but 
hearing of the Marhattas being 90 near they had the prudence 


(•S5) Thlrtj-foar mile*. 
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to send back, and beyond the Ganga, a^; much of their con- 
voy as they could with propriety But the rest was overtaken 
by Holcar’s troops, who soon took possession of it and plundered 
it thoroughly The King surprised to hear of this boldness of 
the hlarhattas, sent Shah Pesend-qhan and Shah Calende-qhan, 
two of his Generals, wnlh a body of fifteen thousand horse to 
chastise Holcai-malhai These tw'O Abdalies marched with so 
much expedition, that in one day and night they measured 
seventy cosses (one hundred and sixty miles), and arrived in the 
evening at Delhi, where having refreshed themselves the whole 
next day, they crossed the Diumnah at the beginning of the night, 
and having marched tw^enty cosses more that night, they at day- 
break arrived at Sekenderah, wdiere they fell at once upon Holkar- 
malhar The latter had just time to throw himself, naked as he 
w'as, upon a mare, and to get aw'ay with about five hundred 
more in the same condition as himself. The rest, Officers and 
soldiers, wuthout excepting a man, w'ere put to the sword, and 
intirely exterminated, a few prisoners only excepted Their 
\vhole camp, together with their late booty, fell into the hands 
of the victors 

Meanwhile the King, w’ho had moved from his camp the 
very day he had detached his two Generals after the Marhattas, 
arrived at Shah-djehan-abad , and as the rain) season was at 
hand, and the territory of that Capital fiad been eaten up by 
the eternal inroads of those freebooters, he thought proper to 
cross the Djumnah, and to take up his winter quarters at Seken- 
derah, twenty cosses from Delhi, a position the more eligible, 
as Sekenderah is in the country of Anterbid, w^here most of the 
Afghan Princes had'^heir dominions From thence he detached 
Nedjib-ed-dow'lah to Lucknow, with orders to persuade Shudjah- 
ed-dowlah to join the victorious army, and to pay him a visit, as 
he wished to see him Shudjah-ed-dowlah, who had already that 
intention, advanced to meet him as far as MehdypSr, whilst 
Nedjib-ed-dowlah on his side marched from Atava to Cannodj 
A treaty w^as concluded, proper a'ssurances given, and Shudjah- 
ed-d5wlah, having appointed his son, Mirza-amani, (now^ Assef- 
ed-dowlah) to act as his. Deputy in his absence, put himself at 
the head of ten thousand horse, and marched to the Abdalie’s 
camp, in company with Nedjib-ed-dowlah It was at the end of 
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Zilcaadah, of tlie year 1173 As soon as he was near, Eshref el 
anvar, snrnaraed Shah-c8ly qhan(366), Veiir to the Abdaly king, 
came oat to meet lilm, and after a small pause, he carried him 
to visit the tent of audience The King having commanded his 
son, TimSr shah, to embrace the Indian Prince received him with 
the utmost favour and disUnction(267) At the end of the visit 
Shudjah-ed dSwlah reqnestcd lea\e for his music and kettle 
drums to play in the Abdallcs camp The King answered mild 
)y that it uas unprecedented and contrary to rales It may 
be so for other mt4Stc replied Shudjah ed ddwlah but mine 
ts the gift of the Emperor of Hindostan and not of your 
Majesty s nor am I your subject but only your hearty xrell 
vnsher Thfs bold answer had its effect The King consented 
and u became a custom for Shudjah ed dOwlah’s mastc to stnke 
up as soon as that of the King s had done playing 

Whilst all this was happening In the Anterbid the Court of 
Satara had received intelligence of Data sindiab s death and of 
the destruction of his whole army as well as of that of Holcar 
Ne\er did a Mlniatr) shew more firmness Without betraying 
the least dismay It was resolved to send another army, command 
ed by Seda 3)8 alias BabftS nephew to Baladji rSo and bj 
DjlngS himself This army was to be composed of picked men 
as was the former, and proved sUll more numerous and it wan 
likewise to be supported by a numerous artillery, mounted and 
served in the European manner under the command of Hibra 
him qhan gardi The whole was to be under the orders of Vas- 
vass rSo, Commander In Chief the intention being to revenge 
their former bloody defeat to recover the honour of the national 
character in the world, and to put an end tb the Empire of the 
family of Babr by raising to the throne of Hindostan Vasvass 
rflo himself a Royal Prince of the Marhatta blood Seda sy8 
having put himself at the head of that mighty host arrived after 
long marches and much vaunting in the Province of Acbar abad 
where S8r8d] mall thought proper to pay him a visit by Holcar 
(265) The Ki ga »oWler or sliro — for tbe word C 81 1 Tarkljh idmhs both 
tboM slgolflcitioaj ilthoa^h U raUicr locli es to the 9 r t, 

(367) It la obiCTT*ble that SliadJ*-ed-d6wl h wm not ircrired a aa '«qo I 
for tha Monarch would bava been oblljnd to *Und np and to erabrace him ; ooftber 
aaarabject for there l> no mention of an/ Naror bring prMcntad bnt as an In^ 
depetidcnt t^rinco of Inferior rank( and therefore ho got him embraced b/ hU ton 
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mallur’s mediation The Marhatta General, to do him more 
honour, marched out of hit camp, and met him at one cosse dis- 
tance , and the next day Umad-ei-mulk himself joined him at 
Mdhlra In a consultation held at that spot, it was resolved to 
rendei themselves masters of the Djumnah, by bringing Shah- 
djehan-abad in their power This article being settled, the Mar- 
hatta General marched immedialely, and entered Shah-djehan- 
abad, at the end of the year 1173 YacSb-aal^^-qhan-behmenzi, 
a brother of Shah Veh-qhan, commanded in the Citadel with a 
small garrison of Abdahes The Marhattas informed of the 
smallness of that force, gave an escalade at the Assed Tower 
ahd the Qhyzri Gate, whilst they made a false attack on the 
opposite side at the Delhi Gate At both places a few Abdahes 
and Moghuls made their appearance, and killed many people 
with their large muskets The Marhatta General, who had taken 
his quaiters in Saad-ollali qlian's Palace, commenced another 
attack from thence, under cover of the hall of audience, encourag- 
ed thereto by (he scanty defence he could perceive at the wall, 
and the little artillery he observed at Selimgur Castle, from 
whence they now and then fired a large cannon in the air Ani- 
mated by these appearances, the Marhattas advanced to the 
Qhyzri Gate, and were endeavouring to break it open, but m vain 
The gate was covered with sheets of brass, and set thick with iron 
nails that jutted out to the length of more than a foot(268) , nor 
could they make any impression there in four hours time Mean- 
while about five hundred men, finding not one man upon the Assed 
Tover, got upon the top of it, and being in this manner within 
the Citadel, they advanced to the Imperial Hall of Audience, from 
whence they carried whole bundles of booty Avhich they thre\A 
down the wall to their friends below, wuthout having once thought 
of setting the gate open from wuthin , nor did the troops Avith- 
out mind anything of the matter, being intent onlj on receiving 
and securing the plunder Whilst these people were occupied 
in this manner, a dozen of Abdahes and Moghuls, coming out of 
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(368) It must be observed that gates in India, being always covered by some 
work, cannot be broke but by a petard, a machine which the natnes know nothing 
of or by pushing against them elephants barded with iron , or b}' setting fire to 
them Hence the propriety of those long nails, jutting out from a bottom of brasj 
rile nails arc one ineh square at the bottom 
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Selirngliur, fired upon those men tint were plundenng the Hall 
of Audience, nnny of whom they killed and falling upon the 
rest, sword in hand, thc> drove them out of the Palace The 
Marliattas having taken fnght, got npon the top of the tower 
again and jumping down had a great number of men maimed 
and wounded , but mean^\rhile they gave up a fortress in which 
they bad fairly found entrance The Marhatta Generals in 
formed of this whole affair, surrounded the Citadel by an in 
trenchment, from whence they commenced firing on all that 
appeared upon the wall As to Umad cl uiulk and SSrSdj mull 
wh o both had only confo rnied to the tim es in co mfng so far with 
the Marhatta^ thij tho ught p roper to remain inactive specta 
tors^oTthisjo^e In thlT^te of things SedasyS Tpplicd' to 
Hibrahim^han gardl who had a European artilferv, mounted 
and served in the European manner and whom he had brought 
from Decan for such sorU of services Hibrahlm qhan placed 
Ttio Mtrtvst- three pieces of cannon on the bank of the Djumnah and made 
uUJreDeibL such a bri'.k fire Upon the buildings Within tin. Citadel that m 
a little time he was found 10 have done much havou in the pavi 
Hons on the Assed Tower and the Octagon T^wer as well as 
on those parts of the Iropenal Palace called Divan qhabs Reng 
mahal Moti mahal (369) and Royal Tower But the wall itself 
suffered no impression and the musket firing business went 
on as usual on both sides The Governor finding that his am 
munition \vaa running short proposed to surrender the Citadel 
00 condition of his having leave to march out ivith safety of 
life honour and baggage and this being accepted by the Mar 
hatta Generals who wished no better the Governor came out 
with his little garrison and took up his quarters in Aalv raerdan 
qlian 5 Palace where having r<, 3 ted ashile \\^ crossed tin, 
Djuranah in boats and went to join his master \nd thus the 
Imperial Citadel the residence of the HindosUnee Emperors, with 
the Imperial apartments and the whole of the Imperial Seraglio 
fell into the hands of the Marhatta Seda sy8 Such wa4 the fate 
allotted to it by the All knowing Disposer of c\ents' The 
General appointed Tar8 sliaognr a Brahman to co nmaixi in that 
fortress and he ga\e him a sufficient garrison Tins Brahman 

RejJ^ malia) inabil —The priv to hill faadlcixst^ — 

Ibo palotod •pvtmnt,— tba peatl apartmenU 
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had been sent several times to Shudjah-ed-dowlah, on the part 
of the Marhattas, with proposals of peace, and as often had 
been refused This particular I was told of by the Poet Mir- 
ghSlam-aaly, the Belgramite, who assured me that Shudjah-ed- 
dowlah at last answered the envoy in these terms “ That the 
^'Marhattas, and especially their Brahmans ( 2 >/o), having 
'^acquired so much power in Decan^ had become overbearing, and 
''withal so covetous^ that they could not bear that any one but 
" themselves should enjoy any character in the woild, or a 
. "corner of land that might afford him a subsistence , that 
their faithlessness and eternal disregard to treaties, had 
"tired the patience of mankind, and that the time was now 
“ coming to punish them for their eternal injustices, and their 
“ daily violations of the most sacred ties amongst mankind 
" That it was to save their honour, their families, and their 
'^subsistences, that the people of Hindostan had applied to the 
" Abdaly-king for protection and assistance , and that the 
“ latter had come for that sole purpose, and in the full hope 
“ that to injiict a condign chastisement upon the Marhattas 
" would prove but a small affair , to talk, therefore^ of peace 
"now to him looked quite preposterous ” The Marhattas, re- 
ceiving no better answer, prepared for battle T hey w ere at tliis 
time Abandoned by their ally, S8r8dj-mull, the DjaU, who wa s 
shocked^ see their shameless capacity, an d remo rsele ss im- 
pudence He quitted tli^r T^p wit hout leave and^re tired . to 
his Fortress o f Belem- gur What had so much shocked the 
Djatt Prince was this — They ITad^strlpped the Imperial Hall of 
Aud mncF'of its wainsc oting, which wasof silver, el egantly enatu ;. 
elled, and had sent it to the” ^int , and without any re spec t 
for things, held sacred by all mank ind, they had laid their sacri- 
legious hands upon the gold and silver vessels consecrated to 
the Fse^df the monument of the Setcred foot, and of the ma i^o- 
leum of Saint Nizam-e^^n , nor did they spaxg . Ma hmgohgJialll^ 

(270) This distinction made by Shujah-ed-d6wlah was grounded on this 
particular that the original, but yet only the nominal Sovereign, of the Marhatta 
Empire is a RadjpSt that resides at Satara, and is styled the Sah8-radja , whereas 
the real, or if you will, the acting Emperor, who is of the Brahmanical or Sacredotal 
tribe, resides at PSnah, at two short da>s north-w’est of Satara, and is often staled 
his nana, or maternal uncle, although he goes in general bj the name of his Pish-ra, 
or Precursor, th it is, his agent 
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ma usolen m, winch they stripped of its incensory (371) candel 
abrcR lamps, and otner utensils, all of solid gold, and of ex 
quisite workma nship , all of which ivere torn awaj and sent 
to the Mint n 

ATtS- having done all this havoc the Marhatta General 
resolved to decamp The Do^ib occupied by an army, did not 
afford him an) prospect of subsistence and everj'thing in the 
territory of the Capital was eaten up and consumed He was 
urged doubtless bv the necessity of assembling and enjoying 
all the merits of those pious and raentonous actions which he 
had performed in that unfortunate Capital by stnppini? It of its 
sacred ornaments and by plundering the noblUtvand people of 
what little they had saved from the hands of former ravogtrs. 
Resolved to quit that neighbourhood he deposed and confined 
that pageant of an Emperor, Shah djehan, and placed m his sicad 
Mina djuvan baqht (373) son to Aaly goher, the fugitive Prince 
who was then enduring distresses and waging war in Bengal 
The Veilrsbip he conferred on Sbudjab ed diirvlah, plumJug hJiu 
self upon what he thought a piece of policy v ery liLely to embroil 
the latter with the Abdal) king Tins done he confirmed Tar8 
shungar in the Government of the Citadel and marched with bis 
whole army to Cuodj p8rfl, where the two Zemindars of that 
tract Abdol semed qinn the Abdalj and Nedjabet qhan, the 
Rohillah were encamped with commission to provide convoys 
for the Abd*!!! king's army This Abdol semed qhan is the same 
who fell in the hands of the Marhaltas when commanding nt 
Ser hend and had found means to escape he commanded then in 
the mad fort It was 10 the second Rebi of the year 1174 Seda 
eyS being arrived before that fort surrounded Immediatel) 
As his European artillery enabled him to do a great deal of 
execution in a little time Hibrahim qhan gardi soon made a 
breach and an assault being given both Abdol semed-qban and 
C8t8b-qhan were slain and the place was thoroughly plundered 

r* (a7i)Tbetezt tbe irard» Ood-<Ufl • Tcoel for btmilDf agmll* irood, wUch 
lut U a rvdrKPQS wood, that «elb for twloo ib weight la ailrer It la ohserrabla 
that io the tomb and raolt opcood abont bj CaptaJo Adana, at 

Goor ImmenM Capita] of Bengal he fotmd aocb another rsaae] at the foot of 
a Royal body perfectly well pmerred for four haodrod yeaia, with two rejaeli 
for beetle or ptaon, and aorne anna and lamps, Sec. 

(272) Tbeie two woidi rignl^ of mjvmih/ml/MitM* 
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and '^ackrd. The Abdali-kin£» hearing of tins piece of cruelty 
done almost within his siglit, was equally surpiised and incensed ; 
an alteration was obscr\ed in his colour Resolved to chastise the 
Marhatlas, he decamped, and although the rani) season w-as not 
at an end, and the Djumnah did not yet afford any ford, neverthe- 
less he marched, and under Shudjah-ed-dowdah’s guidance he 
ad\anccd to the passage of Baqhshaiel, which is close under the 
walls of Shah-djehan-abad , and ad\ancing on horseback in the 
water, he was followed by his whole cavalry, some fording the 
ri\ei, and others swimming o\er His nunurous army took the 
hint, and found means to follow with all their baggage. Seda-syS, 
surprised at his daringness, and at the quickness of the Abdalies, 
conccncd that instead of hglUing tlicm at CSndj-pSra, as had 
been Ins intention, it would be better to reconnoitre for two or 
three da}s together, in order to encamp at a commodious post 
near to PanipSt At this time he had no less than forty tliousand 
effective horse, all old soldiers and picked men , but tins w'as only 
the arm) uncier Ins own particular comm.md, for there w^ere three 
other armies, severally commanded by Molcar-malhar, Shiinshir- 
bahad)r, and the Prince of the blood, Vasvass-rao, wdnch last 
was also the Commander-in-Chief. All these were exceedingly 
assuming, and so proud of their past \ictories, as to make no 
account of any troops but those immediately under their own 
command , and every one of them seemed to reach with his fore- 
head to the cupola of the third heaven We must also mention 
Hibralnm-qhan-gardi, who commanded tw'elve thousand Sepahies, 
armed w ith flint-muskets, besides some artillery mounted and 
served in the Euiopean manner, he belonged in particular to 
Seda-syS But what is singular, wuth all these numerous troops 
and with all their boasting, as soon as Seda-syS’s troops began 
to feel the pulse of the Abdalies, in a few skirmishes, they con- 
ceived themselves to be an undermatch for them , and, contrary 
to the Marhatta custom, and to their usual method of warfare, 
their Generalissimo retired beyond PanipSt, where he surrounded 
his army wath his baggage, round w'hich he planted his cannon ; 
and this was so very numerous that his iiitrenchment might have 
borne the appellation of a wall that vomited fire and flames Not 
satisfied with that, he added another intrenchment, made up of 
the earth of a fosse which he ordered to be dug up immediately. 
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And it tras iiardly ftnuhed, when the victorious array of the 
Abdftlics came up, and spread e\er) where round the Morhatta 
intrcnchment so that*evcr3 day there t\as some engagement in 
whicli cannon tvith muskets and rockets, and arrows with sabres 
and spears, were continually brought to action, and continually 
held conversation together, and every da) produced a deal of 
bloodshed But the worst of it was that the Abdalies eternally 
roaming round the Marhatta Intrencbment, did not suffer a corn 
of grain or a blade of grass to find its way thither insomuch 
that nothing being brought to the Marliatta camp, this nation 
experienced for the first time the horrors of want, and learned 
from experience what it was that the world called dlbtress and 
famine For c\cry q[ their camp^was blocked up and be 
sieged, sav'c their rear, which was open towards Labor, and 
this too, the Abdalies found means to infest, having taken two 
or three convoys that were coming from thence The Abdali 
king seeing that the enemies chose rather to suffer the hard 
ships of distress than to quit their intrenchment, resolved to 
give a general assault It wtis the twenty-eighth of the second 
Rebi In the year 1174. Djehan qban and Shah pesend-qhau, 
with Nedjib-ed dSwleh, were to lead the van Shudjah ed 
dbwlah and Ahraed-qhan bangash, with the other three Robilla 
Pnnees, were to head the raam and the King himself, with his 
Veiir, Veb-qhan, sumamed Eshref-el-anvar brought up the corps 
de reserve The MarbaUas on seeing this disposition came out 
of their Intrenchment and took their post a little farther at full 
one arrows throw m the plain TTie combat became furious at 
once, and a continual slaughter took place between the two 
parties, from midda) as far as the evening ao that there remain 
ed but one hour of sun abine when the Rcbillabs under Nedjib 
cd dSnlah broke through a furious storm of muskets and 
rockets and penetrated 00 foot vnthiii the intrenchment, where 
they commenced fighting with hand blows In this action feel 
vent rSo nephew to Seda syS and his nght arm in everytfuog 
being struck by a musket ball fell dead from his horse and 
the engagement would have been final, had not the night fallen 
upon the combatants, ind by throvnng her sable veil between 
them put it out of their power to distinguish the friend from 
the foe The Rohillahs after distinguishing themselves in so 
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glorious a manner, came out of the intrenchment, and returned 
to tlicir camp It was after this furious engagement that intel- 
ligence came that Govind-pandett, a Marhatta General, at the 
head of ten or twehc thousand horse, was coming from Alava, 
\\ith a large con\o\ of treasure and pro\isions , that he was 
alread} at Sliah-dcra. in the highroad over against Shah-djehan- 
abad, and that his intention was, /irsl of all. to plunder Mahtra, 
and some other dependencies of Nedjib-cl-dowlah. and then to 
cross the Djumnah at C8ndj-pSra, from whence he expected to 
join Scda-s\S's army The King informed of all these parti- 
culars, dispatched .\lai qhan, and the son of the late Abdol- 
semed-qhan, with li\c thousand horse, in hopes of their inter- 
cepting the convo}rt The two Generals departed immediately, 
and crossing the Djumnah at the Ford of Agra and Bacshaiet 
they ad\anced to Shah-dera, ^^he^e liaving put to the sword 
TarS-shungur, the Go\crnor, with Ins whole garrison, they pro- 
ceeded to Ghazi-eddin-nagur, a town at six cosses only from 
the Capital, and there also they put to the sword a body of Mar- 
hattas stationed on purpose to meet the convoy Continuing 
their march with the utmost rapidity, they arrived at the very 
spot nherc Govind-pandett was just arrived, and falling upon 
him at once, they destroyed him and Ins whole army After 
this rapid execution they cut his head, and taking possession 
of the convoy, they returned to the Abdaly camp This Govind- 
pandett IS the same man, who, having been detached from the 
camp at Sukur-tal, had crossed the Ganga, and ruined so much 
country, and had fled back again, after having received a severe 
cheek from Shudjah-ed-dowdah. This massacre happened the 
29th of the second Djemady, in the year 1174 

Meainvhile the blockade of the Marhatta camp continued, 
and the besieged commenced to suffer from the immondices of 
all sorts, in which it necessarily abounded The smell became 
insupportable , famine was already fell , numbers of poor people 
were daily swept aivay, totally famished ; and a mortality also, 
the constant result of famine and uncleanness, w'as committing 
its ravages Hundreds of people dropped down every day. In 
this extremity the besieged Generals consulted together, and it 
was unanimously agreed to, “ That as the army was consuming 
“ itself with famine and mortality, it was better, whilst their 
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“ bodily strength waa yet unimpaired to march out and fight the 
' enemy, be the e>ent what it would " With this resolution 
they marched out It was on a Thursday, tlie suth of the second 
Djemad), in the year 1174 of the Hedjrah Hibrahim qhan 
gardi marihed at the head with his artillery, the rest of the army 
followed in order, and advanced with a slow pace towards the 
Abdah-camp, where the troops were mounted and ready but 
where they had orders to let the Marhattas advance farther withm 
the plain They advanced in effect filling the air with cnes of 
Han Har, and their Moghul cavalry advanced to a skirmish with 
the enemy but they were terribly handled by the Abdali van, 
commanded by Shudjah-ed dOwlab by Nedjib-ed dOwIah, and by 
manyother illustrious Commanders v\ Lose flaming sabres bad long 
thirsted after their prey These having called to their assistance 
the Di\dne Disposer of victories advanced upon the enemy whose 
Moghul skirmishers and Marhatta light ca\ airy unable to bear 
a well directed fire made by the Rohillabs armed with heavy 
muskets were thrown into confusion and forced to retreat wdthin 
the intrenchmcnt here the ruDawa>s mixing ivith the troops 
btationed there communicated their disorder, and carried them 
away m their flight Seda syS and Vasvass rfio, wiUiout taking 
much notice of the disorderio camp advanced to the charge, with 
drawn sabres, and spears couched and falling upon Shudjah-ed 
dfiwlah and Nedjib-ed dOwIab a warm engagement ensued m 
whjch tire air was GUed and the Abdah army deafened iWth 
their war cry of //am (273) The two Hindostauj Princes 
advanced to the encounter supported bj the Abdali king In 
person, who fonght at the bead of bis troops, and exhibited 
amaxing proofs of personal prowess Under the eyes of such a 
General, every one exerted himbclf to the utmi/sl A funous en 
gagement took place and for full two hours there arose such a 
cloud of dust that none of the combatants could distinguish the 
earth from the heavens From mid day to four odoi.k nothing 
could be heard or seen but a furious slaughter which was going 


(»73) We vre told that these wordi ilfolfy mnd MaA* Dm the Great SaJot 
or the firat mao, Might oot these words amount to a general co fetrio In the 
month of loldlers going to the ebargef For ft !■ obaemble that the Gentoos, who 
alwajs bathe or puri^ themiclres In the nioml g, nerer fad terefal times to repeat 
the w or d Harm which algnlBes both / Aaw /n/ and / haw tJmud 
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on at an incredible rale Al that lime only, Liie dust having 
subMdcd a luilc, a wliolc lield vViis discovered interspersed with 
an inlmile number of Marliatlas, who had all set out in company 
for the legion of Xotliingness. Tlie} were led tlmher by Vas- 
vavs-rao, ihe heir of the Marhatla Empire, a Prince yet in the 
bloom of \oulh and bcaulv, who fell by a miisket-ball, and Seda- 
syS, llu principal General, w ilh his bravest Officers, closed the 
rear of that departed arm) Tlie corps de reserve w'as brought up 
b) Djingo, the brave D|ingol wlio that they said farewell to his 
CMslence flu re‘.t of ilu Geneials followed promiscuously, 
With all ihtir Officers and soldiers, and it was in that order 
that this departed army at once presented itself on the frontiers 
of eternii). llihralnm-qhan-gardi was taken prisoner, and 
for a while suffered to enjoy the pleasure of having escaped 
the general ma^^sacre, when an order came for his being behead- 
ed, and that man who had made so much noise in the world, 
plunged at once into the abyss of eternity (274). The field of 
batth looked like a tract sown with tulips, and as far as the sight 
could eviend, nothing could be discovered but bodies stretched 
at the foot of bodies, as if they had been asleep, or marshalled 
by .0 ( After the battle, two and twenty thousand women, 
oirb, and children of both sexc*?, some of them persons of dis- 
tinction and related to tin most illustrious of the slain, were dis- 
tributed amongst the victorious, who plundered an incredibje 
quantity of money, jewels, and fine stuffs, nor is there coming at 
any computation of the mighty sum. The whole of that numer- 
ous aitillery, with two hundred thousand oven and cows, fifty 
thousand horses, fiv/i hundred large elephants, and an infinity of 
camels and mules, fell into the hands of the victorious. The 
date of this mighty victory has been conserved in the chronogram 
of the following quartrain, by the care of the illustrious Poet 
Mir-gSlam-aaly, of Belgram, the same who composed the chro- 
nogram on the victory over of Data-sindhia. It is as follows — 

“The valiant King has put to the sword Seda-syS, as he has already done Data 

“He has finished his campaign, as he has commenced it, by a memorable victory, 

‘ And the querulous reed of the Poet has again sung 
" “ The D8rrani-king has again gained the victory 1 ” 

(274) It was to punish him as an apostate, who although a Mussulman himself, 
fought against Mussulman in an army of infidels 
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Some thousands of Marhattaa, who had escaped the sword, 
and were rambling about without any Commanders, \Tere attack 
ed by the peasants, who, incited not only by that cowardly dis- 
position nhich Is Innate mth theirnle nature, but also by the 
remembrance of what they had sufTered from those freebooters, 
did not spare them, but began plundering, stripping and klllmg 
as man) as the) could come at Shlmslilr bahadyr, half 
brother to Baladjl rfio by a dance woman, was b) the assist 
ance of a body of plunderers ferried over the stream that 
parts this world from eternitj and (his being the last of thi 
Commanders of ch-)racter ^mong the }ihrhsttas /t ma) bt -laJd 
that not one of them escaped with life Amongst the inferinr 
Officers, onl) Pctll mahadji sindtah and Holcar malhar fount! 
means to gel off the latter, after an infinit) of adventures 
contrived to reach Malva, from whence he proceeded to P8nah 
to be the harbinger of disastroos tidings. Baladji r3o amazed 
at so sharaefoj and bloody a defeat would not survive iL He 
pined awa) with sorrow and discontent, aid m five months and 
a few da) s after he went to join his son and brother Some 
days before thl<« battle a certain saint of theirs called Sad d§8, 
but snrnamed Dudjutt, who resided at Aomg abad went m 
haste to join his prototype as if to shew his followers then in 
the field, the way to the regions of hell 

It ought to be remarked, that Baladji rao, some days 
before his death bad directed that the shares, usually allowed 
to the washerman the wilter the barber, the carpenter, the 
plough smith and some others upon the crop raised m each 
village should be seued for his use which in so extensive an 
Empire, amounted to no inconsidenble sum But- Providence, 
that watchful mother of the injured did not suffer hun to enjoy 
the fruits of his covetousness for he died at a time when this 
regulation had not extended to the distant parts of his dominions 
O I ;« powerful thit injorc tbe tnnoceat, 

How loDf U JOB refcQ likelj to lut f 

The Abdali king, after so Important a victory gave some 
repose to his army, and then marched into the territory of 
Delhi where he spent a few days, and where he bestowed the 
Empire of Hlndostan on Shah aalaro a/tas Aaly goher the 
office of Vezir, on Shndjah cd d6wlah and the dignlt) of Pnnee 
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PnnrP'^ or \iv1]i!).p(1m1 (>\\ Inh F lo rrrotnmriKlctl iheir to pacli 
of] cr, pxliortrd thorn In urton nnd <on<.or'l, and ordered that 
Xedph-* d-douiali should reside in Shah-dichan-abad to lake 
rirt of Mirra-(Jiiuand) <!at\ poison, with inpinctions to send as 
soon av pos'.thh lor Mi h-anlcin, Ins fallici , u ho was tlicn wag- 
inc; war in Rergal lb hkiwisc son! for Siuidjali-cd-dowdali, 
and n < oniinomh d him 'o b< sul)nii«-i\o to Sh.ih-aalom, wdiom 
hr was to In ing .n ( ind withal! ins might After tins 

iniunotnm. In madt him i pM'^'Oiit of Ins own aims, with a horse 
tnd .1 sup; ill fjinlul and dismiss* d him to his principalit\ 

J he Mnnar* h afit r liuing di^patelifd some other Inismesp, 
which (h nnu fi him m far as tin* sixtecnlli of Shnaban, quitted 
ih( g'rdensoi Shah h-ni.ii , in the en\irons of Delhi, and sr t 
out for Tandahar in loniimial marches. lea\iMg b\ tlie w'a} a 
DeputN -( to\ ernor at I^ahor It w.m in the \ ear 1174 

After Ins departure Shudjali-ed-dowlah set out for A8d in 
the bless* d month of Rama/an, and lie was advancing by con- 
tinual marches, when tin re happened an event that deserves to 
be mentioned One of his friends, called Scid Saleh, surnamed 
the Veridic, wlio was thm with him, used to recount to me that, 
as Shudiah-ed-dow lah was advancing to join the Abdali-king, he 
mi l, about the low n of Soc.iiularali a detachment of a kind of 
men dilTcrenl from the Marhallas, (these last having made their 
appf'arance onI\ three or four months after) and had an engage- 
ment with them, but my friend having occasion to pass that 
way sometime after, he found the plain covered w'lth bodies 
half eaten or rotten, amongst w'hich he W'as surprised to see a 
bod\ wdiich seemed to be betwixt twenty-five and thirty It had 
on a large pan of jivliiskcrs, a beard close shaved, with a clean 
Inngreca upon its bark, and shew'cd a freshness of complexion 
fjuitp exempt fiom any putrefaction My friend was then with 
Mollah, or Doctor Abbass, the Mazenderanian, and three or 

four others, who were as much amazed as himself Nine 

/ 

months after, when Shudjah-ed-dowdah w^as returning to his do- 
minions after having taken leave of the Abdali-king, the army 
chanced to pass again over that same field, at which time my 
friend had an opportunity of looking over that plain again, w'here 
amongst a quantity of bones w'lth which he was amazed to see 
again that same young man, with his clothes on, and the body 

s M VOL. in. — 50 


The \ icton- 
ous Abdali- 
monarch re- 
tires to domi 
nions 


Singuhr 
appearance 
of a young 
man, slam 


j94 


THE S EiR 


as entire as c\er, without its haMng lost either beard or whiskers 
Mollah Abbass, astonished at what he sfl," » exclaimed that this 

young man 8urel> must have, been a S6)d (275), and sending 
for some pioneers, as the army was so near, he ordered a fosse 
to be made for him Some of the by slanders, who had wind 
ing sheets (-7G) In their bags wanted to strip the >oung man, 
and to put a wndinj, sheet about him 3ut this was objected 
to b) the Mollah who observed that the body must be left an 
stripped, as the clothes it had on were Its proper winding sheet 
This being agreed to the) all joined in prayers, and then com 
milled it to the earth 

“ Who could that ID »h daplhsof the lea^ 

A comelUn h >uld br fo d rlo^ to A heap of pobblea * 

To return to our namtlxe Shudjah ed dflwlah without 
tarrying at Lucknow came out and marched down to S8yd p8r 
dose to Benares as we have already mentioned in a former 
volume whilst Shah aaletn himself wras quilling the neighbourhood 

(375) Tb« good Uollah WAS a partUlohserm or BOobs«rm italL Then aro 
tbooMnda of foch epou in fodiA (which bd { impre^oAtod ftrocfljr vttit salt 
petr« a d other aJta will prcMiro a bodj freah, Aud w« hm lecD t Prerieh 
druokArd, da( Qp bj chiace, qoUe niddjr tad bloe after beiog btrried foil eloetj 

dA;r* 

(376) Tbere b >o much differeoca betwixt the Enropeao lodthe Persian 

fwtioDS (which last i ccoeral gi e the tbn to the Rlodoetaoles), that those men 
that Are so prorldeot with their wiodlog sboetj as to CAiry them to camp ndrar 
think of makiag a will tod bj nnsch the greatest part of them dla iDtestate Hew- 
erer ererj kind oi certton will not do for a Pemxn or an Indlsii, eai/ in b t dr 
camsUneex. It most be a piece of etnff that has been rubbed, oot to the Prophet s 
tomb, or to that of Hessen hie grandsons (which ore both at Slediaa’ b t to 
Hussein s tomb which is at KerbeUb near Bagdad he, and oot his father nor 
brother nor giwnd-father being the Idol of the natloo for ^al/ Is ool/ the r (jod. 
Some of theee keffens or winding sheets are written all OTcr with the whole Coru 
hi characters of sandaMost mixed with water a d cost from two or three bandred, 
to a thousand, and twr> thousand rupees and we protest, upon honor that we know 
manj a man that has defrinded bb credltore to procure such a kcffeti, and more 
than one rlrtuoui rrutro who on getting up from a serwre Illness, has become 
complaha t over and orer In orde to p nrure such a passport, and on finding It at 
a higher price than she had thought prostituted her rlrgi daughter Into the bargehi, 
to make up the Decessarj sunt for such an omnlpotant purchase. ^ At last, Madame 
said her astouiahed ruitor my stars bare worked your cooeent — after four years 
“soUdtaUon I have the happiness -to tee you. ** not rofoico so much, ilr ^ re- 
plied the lady Accursed bo she that would hare Ustened to your j but 

"for the Uloesa I hare bad, and th absolute necessity of prorldlng for roy salr** 
“tloo — [ may die - and here her tears Interrupted her rolce. 
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of Azim-nh.id to come to the siinc (own. There Shudjah-cd- 
dow I di having p.iid hi^^ respects to (he Prince, took him to 
DjoSsv.over agdnst Ilah-ab.ad. when' ho threw a bridge of 
boats u])on the Gang.i. and crossed ov t r with him on the fifth 
ZilhidJ of that same \{‘ar , after nlnch ho encamped at Ilah-abad, 
which he made tin* c« ntre of his victorious standards From 
tin nee he advanced to DiadjS. where he took up his winter 
quarters In a few days he turned awei) all tlic Marhatta col- 
It^rtors and established throughout the whole '\ntcrbid Shah- 
aalcm’s government , after w hu h, as soon as the rainv season 
was over, he decamped on the sixth of ihi second Rebi, in the 
vear 1175, and marched to Calpy after having appointed his 
favourite Minister. Beni-bahndyr, for his Deputy all ovrr his 
dominions From Caljiy, which he took out of the hands of the 
Marhattas, ho carried the Emperor bev ond the Djumnali, where 
he took some rest at the fort of Djr'hansi, and as the Marhatta 
Governor icfused to surrender, he was forced to it. aftt r his fort 
had been battered for some time Hitherto Shudjrdi-ed-dowlali 
had acted as a Vczir, but he h.id not yet received the investiture 
of »hat high ofTicc This ceremony took place on the tvventy- 
lirst of that month, at which time he received fiom the Emperor 
a qh}laai of seven pieces, with four plates of jew'cls and gems, 
and these were followed by a chaplet of pearls wdiich was throvvn 
over his neck, whilst he w'as presented with LIk casket of Vezir, 
which was of gold, studded with jewels Three days aftei, his son, 
Mirza-amani, was honoured with the superintendence of the 
GhSsl-qhana, or of the priv^ate apartment Nor is it our intention 
to say nothing more of tins Prince , but it becomes necessary at 
piesent, that we should attend for a wdiile to the affaiis of Decan 
We have c?lready mentioned that Baladji-rao having pined 
aw'ay in despiar for the destruction of his armies, had gone 
to join his brother and his eldest son The Crown, therefore, 
devolved to Ins youngest son. MadS-rao, then a child, as did the 
management of affairs, to his bi other, Ragonat-rao This happen- 
ed at the end of the year 1174 The next year his neighbour, 
Nizam-aaly-qhan, now surnamed the second Nizam-el-mulk, ex- 
pecting to make his profit of that minority, put himself with his 
brother, Selabet-djung, at the head of a numerous army, and for 
some secret reasons which hav'^e not transpired, he set out fiom the 
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rorfrej5 of Dcder, «i/(,re he had hctn (or ^oinefiujc encamped, and 
niardicd (ilrctlly to Xoreng abad But lie u'as pretciited 
Ragonat r 5 o \vho taking ihe^oung MadS no uith lum quitted 
BSnali at the liead of a numeroas arni) and marched to Shah 
gur, uherc the tuo armies canic in sight of each other , and 
inucli skirmishing look place for j>cvtral da}^ when \uam 
aal) leaving Ins hea\^ baggage and other impedcnjents at 
Aoreng abad set out with a hrm iiitenticm to push for PSnah 
It was the 33rd of that month, in the same ^ear The Mar 
battos threw themselves in his wa) but he led them beating 
over and over as far as within seven cosses distance from that 
Capital There was in his vvaj a town called TStca, upon the 
shore of the Gangs of Decanlijj) a place that contained a 
Gentoo temple extremely revered and where the Marhattas 
had raised man) noble buildings Tliesc he levelled with the 
ground, breaking the Idol itself to piecc*^, and he w-as going to 
Mfve P8na in the isame manner when a defection appeared in his 
arm) For Afrr moghoi surnamed \iss)r el mufk sixth son 
of Ntxam el malk a having conceived some disgust against his 
brothers joined lus cooceros with Radjah Kam cbonder a Com 
mander of importance m Nizam aal) b army and both departed 
and joined the Marhattas This ofilc r was shocked at the little 
r^ard shewn to the Gentoo temple and thought his conscience 
concerned Tins defection happened the iwent) seventh of the 
firstDjemady of the ) ear 1 174 The Gentoo Commander carried 
his whole brigade with him and it was a numerous one After 
this junction matterb altered considcrabl) and tlie Marhattas 
who bad the worst all along this campaign non spread them 
selves round the Mussulman army 011 the very next day and 
commenced a funous cauoonaJe This kinef of warfare not 
pleasing the valorOus and tlio zealous in Niram-aaly b arm) Ihc) 
advanced bej ond their own artillery and proceeded to hand 
blows when mixing with those men that fought at a distance 
the) stretched vast nurobers of them in the field of battle 

(377) Tim (bad that word al^Ces only Rlror m tl« old HlndS 

tujpuge) la alio catted GodarerL It at Radjo>eflderi and emptia* rt«tf tn 

the Bjj of Beng 1 by lereni moulhj th« pnnapat of which are that o^ N^aapoor 
arxt that of Indjtra n. It may be obaerred, tbal the Crtfieric trord Gcng that 
whtefa has been jiveo a Greek termlnadoo to CVrn/wr The Godarerl a« *3 
the Kriahiu are ta mneh rcYrtcd in Decan. a* the Gang ^ a In Ucn^ial 
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aniongbt which ^^ere seveial relatioiii. of botii MadhS-rao and 
Ragonat-rao, uhich latlei fought on foot tliat day The Mar- 
hattas, sensible now that they were an undermatch for their 
enemies, thought pioper to letreat, and to encamp at a distance, 
in order to consult together They found that all their efforts 
liad hitherto availed nothing, and that the enemy was now at 
se\cn cosses from PSnah, which, he intench'd to set on fire , and 
if that comes to pass, said thev, what arc we fighting for? 
They were also much affected by a deputation of the inhabi- 
tants of PSnah, who asked them, whether they intenert to see 
then habiiations on /ire, and to deliver their childien and 
families to the Musiuhnen ^ The Marhattas greatly affected by 
this remonstrance, as W( II as by then own situation, sent Am- 
bassadois to Nizam-aaly^ to treat of an accomodation Nizam- 
aaly consented, and sold them a peace for several Districts, which 
they ceded to him from the ProMiices of Aoreng-abad and 
Bedei, to the amount of l\venty-seven lacs a )eai This treaty 
took place the sixth of tlie second Djemady, lust one year after 
the Abdalies had gained that memorable victory over the Mar- 
hattas Nizam-aaly, after so advantageous a peace, marched 
back to his Capital, and by the way he turned towards Ram- 
chunder’s country to punish him for his desertion That whole 
tract w^s given up for plunder to the army, and it was completely 
ravaged and ruined The rainy season setting in at this time, 
(and this was about the fourteenth of Zilhidj, in the year 1175) 
he took up Ins winter quarters at Beder, and that same da}' he 
confined in the citadel his brother, Selabet-djung a confine- 
ment in which he lived fifteen months , after which death came 
to his relief, and having delivered him from the confinement of 
his prison, it carried his soul to the spacious plains„of eternity 
where it let it loose His body was buried in a corner of the 
Mausoleum of Shah-mahmed-ra81tani Whilst Nizam-aaly was 
at Beder, he received from Aal) -goher, now styled Shah-ualem 
the Qhylaat of the Government of the whole Decan, vacant by 
the demise of Selabet-djung, the Lord of the Kingdoms This 
Qhylaat he put on with the usual ceremonies ; after which he 
appointed Radja, Pertavent, a Hedjur-bedi-brahman, Avho Avas 
citizen of the town of Sangmir, to be his Prime Minister, and 
the diiretoi of cveiy affair of State m his dominions 
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Whilst Nirain aah was putting on his Qhvlaat Ragonat 
rtnd Madh8 rfio were going to pa<s the rain\ seabon at P8nah 
where dissentions soon arose bMivten them to such a h/gb degree 
tliat Madh8 rao a Ministers determined lo seize Raj onat's person 
oil the first opportunit) It was in the year 1176 But the 
latter receiving timely notice of tins SLlieme thought proper to 
provide for his safety He set out from PSnah with a small 
number of followers, and took to the road of Nassuc There 
tH iten d oni ^va'» at that time at Aoreng abad a noble personage b) name 
en^ffemeou Mahmed niSrad qhan bahadyr, who had been sent thither by 
Nlzam-aaly to negotiate with the two parties and to pacify that 
tbe Msrfistu nation This nobleman heanog that Ragonat rio had quitted 
node Rai:o* PSnah in distress marched out of the citv and met him upon 

nat rio (|jg road very near Nassuc. This was i lucki event for the 

fugitive whose mind %vas full of fears and anxiet) for having 

ad\anccd before hi people to meet MSrad qhan he saluted him 

as a weUome friend and the Marllalta Grandees concluding 
from this btfp of MSrad qhan •* tliat Ragonat 1 So s cause was 
supported by Niiain aaly they flocked to him with their troops 
ID such nambers as soon to give hi& retinue the appearance of 
omething like a military force Ragonat rSo being thus rein 
forced advanced from Aoreng-abad lo Ahmed nugur whilst 
Madh8-r5o on his side, was quitting PSnah with a body of trooiis, 
and pushing for his enemy and having soon overtaken him nn 
engagement took place in which 5fadh8 rSo the nephew was 
worsted by Ragonat rfto the uncle The next day he came to 
sec him and made use of many excubes Whilst they were con 
femng together Nixam-aaly who had marched with intention 
to bupport RagSnat r3o amved but he found the quarrel already 
made up It was it v place railed HedercanSr where the 
Marhatta Prince advanced lo meet him and w here they embraced 
each other after which they Interchanged several entertain 
ments. RagSnvt r3o to at knowledge the readiness with which 
Nizam-aaly had marched to hib assistance made him a present 
of hcveral Districts to the amount of fifty lacs a year to which 
he added tl>e Fortress of Dfl8Iet-abad The patents of these two 
grants were drawn up in due form and put in his hands But 
this whole affair having been managed by MSrad qhan alone it 
gave so much jealousv to Radja Pertavent the Prime Minister, 
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that he resol\ed to break a treat} which seemed to eclipse him 
Without waiting till Nizam-aaly's people should have taken 
possession of the Fortiess, or settled ColleiJors and Governois 
all over the ceded Districts, he turned his master’s mind in such 
a manner, that he proposed to arrest Rag8nat-rao, and to sub- 
sliUite in his stead another Marliatta Prince, called Djano-dji, 
son to Rag8-dji-bosslah, who was then Mucasdar or hereditary 
Collector of the Province of Barar, and whom he brought to camp 
under promise of putting him at the head of the regency at 
PSnah But whilst Nizam-aaly was regulating another man’s 
house, he experienced dissensions in his on n His brother, Mirza- 
mogul deserted from his family, in order to throw himself in 
the arms of the Maihattas, but having soon discovered that his 
new friends were much more inclined to quarrel amongst them- 
selves than to pay any attention to either his person or interest, 
he took a disgust at his situation, and came back to his brother, 
who received him kindly. < 

Meanwhile the first treaty having been broke in so unexpect- 
ed a manner, Nizam-aaly marched with a numerous army 
against Rag8nat-rao, who being unwilling to try his forces in a 
pitched battle, wheeled round, and commenced plundering and 
lavaging the country, a practice from which there is no wean- 
ing a Marliatta With thuty thousand horse, he advanced to 
the very suburbs of Aoreng-abad, and asked of the inhabitants 
of that city an immense contribution But Mutemen-el-mulk, 
Governor of' the Province, availed himself so well of the small 
force and small artiller}'^, which he had at hand , he distributed 
the burghers so well upon the towers and walls of the city, 
and made so good an use of the activity of the Himmet-qhan- 
bahadyr, Cutval of the Police , that Rag8nat-rao was kept in 
play with negotiations and messages, until Nizam-aaly might be 
at hand Nevertheless, the Marhatta, who was apprised of the 
state of the place, lesolved to storm it On the twentieth of 
Shaaban, in the year 1 177, his people advanced at day-break to 
the foot of the wall, and applied to it a number of scaling lad- 
ders, as well as some of the loftiest elephants, by which expe- 
dient they got upon the wall , and tearing some boards from about 
the gates, they wanted to make use of them as a bridge to get 
down from the towers But Himmet-qhan and Mirza-bakyr-qhan 
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“ bodilj strength ;va8 yet unimpaired to march out and fight the 
“ enemy, bo the c\ent what it would'' WiUj this resolution 
the} marched out It was on a Thursday, the sixth of the second 
Djemady, in the year 1 174 of the Hedjrah Hibrahini-qhan 
gardi marched at the head with his artillery, the rest of the army 
followed in order, and advanced with a slow pace tou’ards the 
Abdali-camp, where the troops were mounted and rcadv but 
where they had orders to let the Marhattas ad\'nnce farther wthin 
the plain They advanced in t/Tcct, filling the air with cries of 
Han Har, and their Moghul cavalry ad\anced to a skirmish with 
the enemy, but they were terribly Iiandlcd by the Abdali van, 
commanded by Shudjah-cd dOulah by Nedjlb-ed dSw-lab, and by 
many other illustrious Commanders w hose flaming sabres liad long 
thirsted after tlieir prey These having called to their assistance 
the Divine Disposer of victories advanced upon the enemy whose 
Moghul skirmishers and Marbatla light cavalry unable to bear 
a well direrted fire made by the Rohillahs armed with heavy 
muskets were thrown into confusion and forced to retreat witliin 
the intrenchment here the runaways mixing with the troops 
stationed there communicated their disorder and carried them 
away m their flight Seda syS and Vasvass rdo, without taking 
much notice of the disorder In camp advanced to the charge, with 
drawn sabres and spears couched and falling upon Shudjah ed 
dSwIah and Nedjib-ed dhwlab a warm engagement ensued m 
which the air vrzs filled and the Abdali army deafened with 
their war cry of Harrt Har (373) The two Hindostan} Pnnees 
advanced to the encounter supported by the Abdali king in 
person, who fooght at the head of his troops, and exhibited 
amaiing proofs of personal prowess Under the eyes of such a 
General, every one exerted bimbclf to the ntmest A furious en 
gagement took place and for full two hours there arose such a 
cloud of dust that none of the combatants could distinguish the 
earth from the heavens From niid daj to four o clock nothing 
could be heard or seep, bat a funous slaughter which was going 


(* 73 ) We«r« told that the>e worda alanlfy trotf aod Mtha. Aw#, the Graat Saint 
or the firrt BUn Might Dot theae irorda aniotiDt to a geoenl conteaslon lo the 
month of loldJera going to the charge P For It la obaerrable that the Ga nt 0 01, who 
tlway* bathe or poH^ themaolrca In the morsl g orrer fail aeTaraJ times to repeat 
kha word H^ra which aigniSu both fktnt htJ tod / Aa#r sinMtd 
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on at an incredible rate At that time only, the dust having 
subsided a litlle, a whole held w'as discovered interspersed with 
an infinile number of Marliattas, who liad all set out in company 
for the region of Nothingness They w'ere led thilher by Vas- 
va-^s-rao, the heir of the Marhatla Empire, a Prince yet in the 
bloom of }oulh and beauty, who fell by a musket-ball, and Seda- 
syS, tin principal Gencial, until his braiest Officers, closed the 
rear of that departed army The corps de reserve was brought up 
b} Djingo, the bra\e Djingo 1 who that they said farewell to his 
CMstence The rest of the Generals followed promiscuously, 
with all their Officers and soldiers, and it was in that order 
that this departed army at once presented itself on the frontiers 
of eternity Hibrahim-qhan-gardi w^as taken prisoner, and 
for a while suffered to enjoy the pleasure of having escaped 
the general massacre, w’hen an order came for his being behead- 
ed, and that man wdio had made so much noise in the w^orld, 
plunged at once into the abyss of eternity ( 274 ). The field of 
battle looked like a tract sown wnth tulips, and as far as the sight 
could extend, nothing could be discovered but bodies stretched 
at the foot of bodies, as if they had been asleep, or marshalled 
by art After the battle, two and twenty thousand w^omen, 
oirP, and children of both sexes, some of tin m persons of dis- 
tinction and related to tiu most illustrious of the slain, were dis- 
tributed amongst the vi( torious, who plundered an incredible 
quantity of money, jewels, and fine stuffs, nor is there coming at 
any computation of the mighty sum The whole of that numer- 
ous aitillery, w'lth tw'O hundred thousand oxen and cows, fifty 
thousand horses, fivoC hundred large elephants, and an infinity of 
camels and mules, fell into the hands of the victorious. The 
date of this mighty victory has been conserved in the chronogram 
of the following quartrain, by the care of the illustrious Poet 
Mir-g81am-aaly, of Belgram, the same w'ho composed the chro- 
nogram on the victory over of Data-sindhia It is as follows — 

“The valiant Kingfhas put to the sword Seda-sy8, as he has already done Data 
" He has finished his campaign, as he has commenced it, by a memorable victory, 

‘ And the querulous reed of the Poet has again sung 
"The D8rrani-king has again gained the victory 1 ” 

(274) It was to punish him as an apostate, who although a Mussulman himself, 
fought against Mussulman in an army of infidels 
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Some thousands of Marhattas, who had escaped the suord, 
and ^cre rambling about without any Commanders, were attack 
cd by the peasants, who, incited not only by that cowardly dis- 
po'iitlon which is Innate with their vile nature, but also by the 
remembrance of what they had suffered from those freebooters 
did not spare them, but began plundering, stripping, and klllmg 
as man) as the) could come at Shlmshir bahadyr, half 
brother to Baladji rfio by a dance woman, was b) the assist 
ance of i body of plunderers ferned over the stream thit 
parts this world from eternity and this being the last of thi 
Commanders of chnracter among the Marhattas it ma) be ‘lald 
that not one of them escaped ^v^th life Amongst the inferior 
Officers onl) Petll mahadji sindiah and Holcar malhar found 
means to get off the latter after an infinity of adventures 
contrived to reach Malva, from whence he proceeded to PSnah 
to be the harbinger of disastrous tidings. Baladji rSo amaied 
at so sharaefnj and bloody a defeat, would not survive it He 
pined awa) with sorrow and discontent and in five mouths and 
a few da) 8 after he went to join his son and brother Some 
da)a before this battle a certain saint of theirs, called Sad dS8 
but suraamed Dudjutt who resided at Aomg abad, went in 
hvste to join his prototype, as if to shew his followers, then in 
the field the way to the regions of hell 

It ought to be remarked that Baladji rio, some days 
before his death, had directed that the shares, usually allowed 
to the washerman the writer, the barber, the carpenter, the 
plough-smith and some others upon the crop raised in each 
village should be seued for his use, whlcl^ in so extensive an 
Empire amounted to no inconsiderable sum But. Providence, 
that wmtchfal mother of the injured did not suffer him to enjoy 
the fruits of his covetousness for he died at a time when this 
regulation had not extended to the distant parts of hi% dominions 
O 1 je powerful tbat lajnre tb« lanocaat, 

How long U jour relfo Ukcl/ to lut F 

The Abdali king after so important a victory gave some 
repose to his army and then marched into the territory of 
Delhi where he spent a few days and where he bestowed the 
Empire of Hindostan on Shah-aalam a/tas Aaly goher the 
office of Veilr, on Sbudjah-ed dOwlah and the dignity of Prince 
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nf Princes on Nfodjib-fd-dow lah FFe recommended them to each 
other, e\Iioi ted them to union and loiuord, and ordered that 
Xediib-ed-dow lah sliould reside in Shah-djehan-abad to talce 
rare of Mirra-djin nn-li.ujhl’s pci'^on, uith injunctions to send as 
soon as possible for Sh h-aalem, his fathei, who was then wag- 
ing \\ar in FBcngal Id* hlccuise senl for Sliudjali-ed-dowlah, 
ind rerommendod him to be submi‘5si\e to Sliah-aalem, whom 
he ms to hung n\(r and ns‘,ist witli all ins might After this 
injunction, lie m.oic linn .a piesent of his own aims, with a horse 
•ind a ‘'Upc rb (|h\laat. aiul disnii‘'S( d him (o his principality 
The Monarch, .ifter ha\ing dispatched some othei business, 
whirli deiained him as fni ns the si\te<mth of Shaaban, quitted 
the gardens ot Shaleh-mn.in the einirons of 13 elhi, and set 
out for Candahar b\ eoniinual marches, lca\ing by the way a 
Deput) -Gov ernor at F^nhor Ft was in the v ear 1174 

After his departure Shudjah-ed-dowlah set out for A8d in 
tlie blessc d month of Ramazan, and he vv^as adv'anring by con- 
tinual marches, when there happened an event that deserves to 
be mentioned One of his friends, called Seid Saleh, surnamed 
the Veridic, who was then with him, used to recount to me that, 
as Shudjah-cd-dow lah was advancing to join the'Abdali-king, he 
met, about the lowm of Secanclarah. a detachment of a kind of 
men dilTcrent from the Marhattas, (these last having made then 
appearance onlv three or four months after) and had an engage- 
ment with them , but my friend having occasion to pass that 
way sometime after, he found the plain covered with bodies 
half eaten or rotten, amongst which he was surprised to see a 
body which seemed to be betwixt tvventy-fiv^e and thirty Ft had 
on a large pair of jVvhiskers, a beard close shaved, with a clean 
h.angreca upon Us back, and shewed a fieshness of complexion 
quite exempt fiom any putrefaction My friend was then with 
Mollah, or Doctor Abbass, the Mazenderanian, and three or 

four others, who were as much amazed as himself Nine 

/ 

months after, when Shudjah-ed-dowdah was returning to his do- 
minions after having taken leave of the Abdali-king, the army 
chanced to pass again ov^er that same field, at which time my 
friend had an opportunity of looking over that plain again, where 
amongst a quantity of bones with which he was amazed to see 
again that same young man, with his clothes on, and the body 

4 
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as entire as c\er, uithout its having lost either beard or uhUkers 
Mollah Abbass, astonished at what he saw, exclaimed that this 
)oung man surely must have been a S6}d (275), and sending 
for some pioneers as the army was so near, he ordered a fosse 
to lie mide for him Some of the bj slanders, who had wind 
ing sheets (276) In their bigs w'anted to strip the }oung man 
ind to put a winding sheet about him But this w'as objected 
to b} the Mollah, who obscr\ed that the body most be left an 
stripped as the clothes it had on were Its proper ivinding sheet 
TTiis bt ing agreed to they al/ joined in praj ers, and then com 
muted It to the earth 

U'ho coald that in tlw d*pths of tie 
A corzielh kboufd bi* fnqnd lo a faMp of pebbles * 

To return to our narnti\e Shndjah ed dflwiah without 
tarrjdng at Lucknow came out and marched down to SCyd p8r 
close to Benares as we haic already mentioned m a former 
volume whilst Shah aalem himself was quitting the neighbourhood 

(975) The|[Ood Mollih WM a partiaJobaenref orsoobiexTtr atiU. Tbn* are 
tiotmoda of neb «pcU lo fodia (wUcb befa^ i/spre^Mted ftroo^tj wtlti aall 
p«tre and other taJu irill preaarre a bodj frt^i, aud ve hare >eee a Fmeb 
druekard, dag up bj cbaace qolta niddj aed blae after being buied fall idnetj 

(376) There b *0 tnoeb difference betwixt the Earopeao ami the Peralan 
notions, (ivhich Last In general gi e the Ibo to the HJodostanlea), that those men 
that are 10 provident mU) tbdr wiodlDg sheet* as to carry them to camp never 
iblok of maklag a viU and by oreeb the greatest part of them d • Inlestale Hew 
cT*r every kind of cotton will not do for a Persian or an Indian, easy m bis dr 
~timstaocei. It must be a piece of staff that has bean robbed, oot to the P ophet 
tomb or to that of Katsen, bb grandsons (which are both at Medhiai bat to 
Hossein s tomb which b at Kerbelab near Bagdad he, and not Us father nor 
brother nor grand father bdogthe Idol of the nation { for ^aly Is only tba r GocL 
Some of these ksffans or winding afaeets are written all over with the whole Corao 
fn ebaracten of sandal-doat mixed with water and cost from two or Cbree boodred, 
to a thonsand, and two thonsaod mpccs and we protest, Dpon honor that we know 
many a man that has defrauded bis creditors to procure srtch a keffeo, and more 
than one vlrtuoQS matron who on gett g np from a severe Illness, has become 
complaisant over and over In order to proeme such a passport, and on finding It at 
a higher price than she had thooght prostihrted ber slijfln daughter Into tba bargain, 
to make up the necessary som fixsacta an omniprteot purchase. •'At last Madame 
said her astonished suitor my star* have worked your coaaaet^^fter foor year* 

** soHdtation I have the happiness -to s« yon. “ t^o oot rajoka so moch, sir ” re- 
plied the lady Accureed be she that woaM have listened to yoar messigM bnt 
“for tbe lllnea I have had and the abeolnta necessity of prorldlng for my talva* 
“Uon — f may die - and here her teen Interrupted bsr voice 



of Arun.ahnd to cotnc to the to\Mi. There Shudjah-cd- 
dowlah hnxing paid lu^ rc-^pects to the Prince, took him to 
n)nSs\,o\er ngunst Ilah-ab.id, ivher( he threw .i bridge of 
boii^- upon tijc Crang.i, and crossed o\ ( i with him on the fifth 
Zilhidj of that same \c.ir , after nlueh ho encamped at flah-abad, 
which he made the centre of liis victorious standards From 
llu iite he ad\anccd to Diadj8. where he look up his w'lnter 
quartc'rs In a few da\s he turned away all the Marhalta col- 
lectors. and established ihioiighout the whole \nlcrbid Shah- 
a.alcm’:) go\crnmenl , afti r w hu h, as soon as the rainy season 
was over, he decamped on tin* sixth ot the sciond Rebi, in the 
_\car 1175, and marched to Calp\, after having appointed his 
fa\ount< ^^lnl^ler Rcni-babadyr, for Ins Deputy all over his 
dominions Fiom Talpv, which he look mil of the hands of the 
Marhattas, ho carrii'd the Fmperor bevond the Djiimnah, where 
lie took some rest .it the fort of Djeliansi, am) as the Marhatta 
Govcinor lefused to surrender, he was forced to it. aft< r his fort 
had been l)atttrcd for some lime Hillurto Slmdj.di-ed-dowdah 
bad acted as a Vc/ir, but he bad not )el received the investiture 
of ‘bat high ofTice '1 liis ccremon) took pi ice on the twenty- 
first of that month, at winch time he received from the Emperor 
a qhylaal of seven pieces, with four plates of jewels and gems, 
and tilt so w’cre follow'ed by a chaplet of pearls wdnch was thrown 
over Ins neck, whilst he was presented with the casket of Vczir, 
which was of gold, studded with jewels Three days after, his son, 
Mir/a-amani, wxas hoiiouretl with the superintendence of the 
GhSsl-qhana, or of the private apaitmcnl Nor is it our intention 
to say nothing more of this Prince ; hut it becomes necessary at 
present, that we should Httcnd for a wdnle to the affairs of Decan 
We have .rdready mentioned that Baladji-rao having pined 
awav' in despiar for the destruction of his armies, had gone 
to join Ins brother and his eldest son The Crown, therefore, 
devolved to Ins youngest son. Mad8-rao, then a child, as did the 
management of affairs, to his hi other, Ragonat-rao This happen- 
ed at the end of the year 1174 The next year his neighbour, 
Nizam-aaly-qhan, now surnamed the second Ni/am-el-mulk, ex- 
pecting to make his profit of that minority, put himself with his 
brother, Selabet-djung, at the head of a numerous army; and for 
some secret reasons which hav^e not transpired, he set out fioin the 
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rortress o! Bcdcr, where he had hc< n for winctnue cneaniped and 
inarclicd dlrcetly to Vorenp abad But lie wns pre^cllled b) 
Ra^onat rilo who taking iht )oung MadS-rlo with him quitted 
I^Snah at tiic head of a numerous arni), and ninrched to S/iah 
gur, where the two armies came m sight of each other and 
much skirmisliiiig took place for buMral da><, when Nizam 
aal) Iea\dng lub heav} i»aggige and other inipedenioots at 
\oreng abad set out with a 6rm mtentiou to push for P8nah 
Jt was the 23rd of that month, la the same ) ear The Afar 
battas threw themseh'cs in his wn> but he led them, beating 
over and o\er as far as ttdthln seven cosses distance from that 
Capital There >\'as in his way a town called TStca upon the 
shore of the Ganga of Decanfa;;), a place that contained a 
Gentoo temple extremely revered and where the Afarhattas 
had raised man) noble buildings These he Ie\e]led with the 
ground, breaking the Idol itself to piece and he was going to 
tiCr\e P8na in the same manner when a defection appeared in his 
arm) For Mir moghol surnamed N'tis)r el mulk suth son 
of Nizam el muik s having conceived some disgust against his 
brothers joined his concerns with Radjah Kam ebunder a Com 
mander of importance m Nizam aal) s army and both departed 
and joined the Vfarhattas This ofHc r was shocked at the fiUle 
regard shewn to the Gentoo temple and thought bis conscience 
concerned This defection happened the Ivvent) seventh of the 
first Djeraady of the year 1 174 The Gentoo Commander carried 
hfb whole brigade wd(h him and it was a acifnerous one After 
this junction matters altered coosldcrabl) and the Marhaltas 
who liad the worst all along this campaign now spread them 
selves round the Mussulman army on the \cr) next day and 
commenced a funous cannonade This kiinf of warfare not 
pleasing the v^ilorBus tnd the zealous in Niram-aaly a arm) they 
advanced be)Ond their own arliller) and proceeded to band 
blows when mining with those men that fooght at a diut inci 
the) slretthed vast numbers of them in the field of battle 

(277) Thu Gangi (^od that woni *fpil£w oolj RItw id tiw ofd HfwtS 
If ngnagii) U aljo c^lcd God4TBrl. It pU5«J *t Radjmenden and emptiw tt«tf hi 
the Bay of Beoj 1 by Mvrral mouthi the prindpaJ of which •re that erf Nampoor 
arvd that erf lodjiram ft may bo obserred, that tbr Creoenc wwd >t tlut 

which has been jlvoo a Greek tennl atton to G*nr^i The Godareri ai «U 
the KrHhiu u iDCKb rcmcti lo Docati, * the Oanje b In Ucnfal 
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aniongbt which were seveial relations of both MadhS-rao and 
Ragonat-rao, wdnch lattei fought on foot that day The Mar- 
haltas, sensible now that they w'ere an underinatch foi their 
enemies, thought jjioper to letreat, and to encamp at a distance, 
in order to consult together They found that all their efforts 
iiad hitherto availed nothing, and that the enemy was now at 
se\en cosses from P8nah, which, he intendi d to set on fire , and 
if that comes to pass, said they, what arc we fighting for ? 
They weie also much affected by a deputation of the inhabi- 
tants of PSnah, who a-ked them, lohether they inteued to see 
ihcu habitations on /??*<?, and to deliver their childien and 
families to the Mussuhnen ^ The Marhattas greatly affected by 
this remonstrance, as well as by then own situation, sent Am- 
bassadors to Nizam-aaly 7 to treat of an accomodation Nizam- 
aaly consented, and sold them a peace for several Districts, which 
they ceded to him from the ProMnees of Aoreng-abad and 
Bedei, to the amount of tw'enty-seven lacs a } eai This treaty 
took place the sixth of the second Djemady, ]ust one year after 
the Abdalies had gained that memorable victory over the Mar- 
hattas Nizam-aaly, after so advantageous a peace, marched 
back to his Capital, and by the way he turned tow'ards Ram- 
chunder’s country to punish him for his desertion That whole 
tract ttS.s given up for plunder to the army, and it w^as completely 
^ ravaged and ruined The rainy season setting in at this time, 
(and tljis wds about the fourteenth of Zilhidj, in the year 1175) 
he took up his winter quarters at Beder, and that same daj' he 
confined in the citadel his brother, Selabet-djung a confine- 
ment in which he lived fifteen months , after which death came 
to his relief, and having delivered him from the confinement of 
his prison, it carried his soul to the spacious plains^of eternity 
where it let it loose His body was buried in a corner of the 
[- Mausoleum of Shah-mahmed-m81tani Whilst Nizam-aaly was 
! at Beder, he received from Aal)-goher, now styled Shah-aalem 
the Qhylaat of the Government of the whole Decan, vacant by 
the demise of Selabet-djung, the Lord of the Kingdoms This 
Qhylaat he put on with the usual ceremonies ; after which he 
appointed Radja, Pertavent, a Hedjur-bedi-brahman, wdio was 
, citizen of the town of Sangimr, to be his Prime Minister, and 
. the diicetoi of cvety affair of State in his dominions 
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Whilst Nirain aaly was putting on his Qhylaat Ragonat 
and MadhS r'lo were going to pa^s the ram\ season at P8nah 
here dissentions soon aros^* between them to such a high degree 
tliat MadhS rao s Ministers determinrd to seize Raponat’s person 
on the first opportunity It ua< in the year 1176 Bat the 
latter receivliig timely notice of this scheme, thought proper to 
provide for his safety He set out from PSnah with a small 
number of followers and look to the road of Nassuc There 
was at that time at Aoreng abad a noble personage by name 
Mahnird mSrad qhan bahadyr who had been hcnt thither by 
Nlzam-aaly to negotiate wnth the two parties and to pacify that 
nation This noblemin heanng that Ragonat rSo had quilted 
P8nah in distress marched out of the cit\ and met him upon 
the road very near Nassuc This was n lucki event for the 
fugitive whoso mind was full of fears and aiijcicty for having 
aiKanccd before bl people to meet M8rad qban, he saluted him 
a> a welcome friend and the Marllatta Grandees concluding 
from thU sttp of M8rad qhan s that Ragonat iflos cause was 
supported by Niram aaly they flocked to him with their troops 
in such numbers assoonlogive Ms retinue the appearance 0/ 
omethlng like a military force Ragonat-rSo being thus rein 
forced advanced from Aoreng^bad to Ahmed nugur whilst 
MadhS rio on his side was quitting PSnah with a body of troops 
and pushing for bis cnemv and having soon o>ertaken him an 
engagement took place in which Madh8-r4o the nephew was 
worsted by Ragonat rfto the uncle The next day he came to 
sec him and made use of many excuses WTiilst they were con 
fernng together Nuam-aaly who had marched with intention 
to bupport RagSnat rflo amved bathe found the quarrel already 
made up It was il n place called BedcrcanSr where tlie 
Marhatta Prince advanced to meet him and where they embraced 
each other after which they Interchanged severel entertain 
menta RagSnat rSo to acknowledge the readitresb with which 
Nlzam-aaly had marched to hib abbistance made him a present 
of hcv'eral Districts to the aniount of fifty lacs a year to which 
he added the Fortress of D58let-abad The patents of these two 
grants were dra\vn up m due form and put in bit hands But 
this whole affair having been managed by M8rad qban alone it 
gave so much jeolousv to Radja Pertavent the Pnnie Minb>(cr 
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that he resohcd to break a treat} which seemed to eclipse liini 
Without waiting till Nizam-aaly’s people should have taken 
possession of the Fortress, or settled Collectors and Go\ernois 
all o\er the ceded Dlstrlct^, he turned his master’s mind in such 
a manner, that he proposed to arrest Rag8nat-rao, and to sub- 
stitute in his stead another Marhatta Prince, called Djano-dji, 
son to RagS-dji-bossJah, who was then Mucasdar or hereditary 
Collector of the Province of Barar, and whom he brought to camp 
under promise of putting him at the head of the regency at 
PSnah But whilst Nizam -aaly was regulating another man’s 
house, he experienced dissensions in his own His brother, Mirza- 
mogul deserted from his family, in order to throw himself in 
the arms of the Maihattas, but having soon discovered that his 
new friends were much more inclined to quarrel amongst them- 
selves than to pay any attention to either his person or interest, 
he took a disgust at his situation, and came back to his brother, 
who received him kindly t 

Meanwhile the first treaty having been broke in so unexpect- 
ed a manner, Nizam-aaly marched with a numerous army 
against Rag8nat-rao, who being unwilling to try his forces in a 
pitched battle, wheeled round, and commenced plundering and 
invaging the country, a practice from which there is no wean- 
ing a Marhatta With thirty thousand horse, he advanced to 
the very suburbs of Aoreng-abad, and asked of the inhabitants 
of that city an immense contribution But Mutemen-el-mulk, 
Governor of tlie Province, availed himself so ivell of the small 
force and small artillery, which he had at hand , he distributed 
the burghers so well upon the towers and walls of the city, 
and made so good an use of the activity of the Himmet-qhan- 
bahadyr, Cutval of the Police , that Rag8nat-rao was kept in 
play with negotiations and messages, until Nizam-aaly might be 
at hand Nevertheless, the Marhatta, who was apprised of the 
state of the place, lesolved to storm it On the twentieth of 
Shaaban, in the year 1 177, his people advanced at day-break to 
the foot of the wall, and applied to it a number of scaling lad- 
ders, as well as some of the loftiest elephants, by which expe- 
dient they got upon the wall , and tearing some boards from about 
the gates, they wanted to make use of them as a bridge to get 
down from tim tower"? But Himmet-qhan and Mirza-bakyr-qhan 
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mausoleam, wliicJi they stripped of its incensory (371), candel 

abres, lamps, and other utensils, all ^ solid gold, and of ex 
quisitc workmansliip , all of uhlch were torn away and sent 
to the Mint 

After having done all this havoc the Marha tta General 
resolved to decamp The Dolb occupied by an army did not 
afford him anj prospect of subsistence, and everything in the 
territory of the Capital was eaten op and consumed He wa 5 
urged doubtless bv the necessity of assembling and enjojdng 
all the ments of those pious and meritorious actions nhich he 
bad performed in that unfortunate Capital by stripping It of its 
sacred ornaments and by plundering the nobility and people of 
wbat little they had saved from the hands of former ra\agvrs> 
Resolved to quit that neighbourhood, he deposed and confined 
that pageant of an Emperor, Shah djehan, and placed in his stead 
Minta djuvao baqht (37a), son to AaJy goher, the fugitive Prince, 
who was then enduring distresses and waging war in Bengal 
The Vesirship he conferred on Shudjah ed dfiulah, pluming him 
self upon vv hat he thought a piece of policy v cry likely to embroil 
the latter with the Abdaly king This done he confirmed TorS 
shungar in the Goveromcot of the Citadel and marched with bis 
whole army to Cundj pSra where the two Zemindars of that 
tract Abdol semed qinn the Abdall and Nedjtbet qhan, U>e 
Rohillah were encamped with commission to provide convoys 
for the Abdall king sarmj This Abdol semed qhan is the same 
who fell in the liands of the Mnrhaltas when commanding at 
Ser hend and had found means to escape he commanded then in 
the mud fort It was in the second Rebi of the year 1174^ Sedil 
8 j 8 being arrived before that fort surrounded Immediately 
As his European artillery enabled him to do a great deal of 
execution in a little time Hibrahlm qhan gardi soon made a 
breach and an assault being given both Abdol semed-qhan and 
C8t8b-qhan were slam and the place was thoroughly plundered 

1371) The text has the w<rds Ood-d*a ■ veae] for bomin^ tfxlU wood, whldi 
b»t la « mlnooi wood that eelle for twk» it* welfbt In iUrer It 1 j ob*drr*bIo 
th*t Id the tomb end ranlf opened about the ye«r iT^d, b/ Captain Adams, at 
Gout that Immense CapHal of Buofal he foond each another at the foot cd 

a Rojal body perfectly well presarrod for foor hnnd ed yean, with two TtaseJi 
for beetle or pann and tom* arms and lamps &e. 

(973) Tbe» two words rifnl^ of 
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and sacked. The Abdali-king hearing of this piece of cruelty 
done almost within his sight, was equally surprised and incensed , 
an alteration was observed in Ins colour Resolved to chastise the 
Marhattas, he decamped, and although the rainy season was not 
at an end, and the Djumnah did not yet afford any ford, neverthe- 
less he marched, and under Shudjah-ed-dowlah’s guidance he 
ad\anced to the passage of Baqhshaiel, which is close under the 
walls of Shah-djehan-abad , and advancing on horseback in the 
w'ater, he w^as follow^ed by his w'hole cavalry, some fording the 
n\ei, and others swumming over His numerous army took the 
hint, and found means to follow wuth all their baggage. Seda-sy8, 
surprised at his daringness, and at the quickness of the Abdalies, 
conceived that instead of fighting them at CSndj-p8ra, as had 
been his intention, it would be better to reconnoitre for two or 
three days together, in order to encamp at a commodious post 
near to PanipSt At this time he had no less than forty thousand 
effective horse, all old soldiers and picked men , but this was only 
the army under his owm particular command, for there were three 
other armies, severally commanded by Holcar-inalhar, Shimshir- 
bahadyr, and the Prince of the blood, Vasvass-rao, w'hich last 
w'as also the Commander-in-Chief All these w'ere exceedingly 
assuming, and so proud of their past victories, as to make no 
account of any troops but those immediately under tlieir own 
command , and every one of them seemed to reach wnth his fore- 
head to the cupola of the third heaven We must also mention 
Hibrahim-qhan-gardi, who commanded twelve thousand Sepahies, 
armed with flint-muskets, besides some artillery mounted and 
served in the European manner, he belonged in particular to 
Seda-sy8 But what is singular, with all these numerous troops 
and with all their boastitng, as soon as Seda-sy8’s troops began 
to feel the pulse of the Abdalies, in a few skirmishes, they con- 
ceived themselves to be an undermatch for them , and, contrary 
to the Marhatta custom, and to their usual method of warfare, 
their Generalissimo retired beyond Panip8t, where he surrounded 
his army wuth his baggage, round w'hich he planted his cannon , 
and this was so very numerous that his intrenchnient might have 
borne the appellation of a wall that vomited fire and flames Not 
satisfied with that, he added another intrenchment, made up of 
the earth of a fosse which he ordered to be dug up immediately. 
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And it uas liardly finistiedi when the victorious arm} of the 
Abdaljcs came up, and spread everywhere round the MarhatU 
inlrcnchment , so that'cvciy day there was some engagement in 
whicli cannon ^vith muskets and rockets, and arrows with sabres 
and spears, were continually brought to action, and continually 
held conversation together , and every da) produced* deal of 
bloodshed But the worst of it was that the Abdalies, eternally 
roaming round the Marhalta intrenchment, did not suffer a corn 
of grain or a blade of grass to find its way thither insomuch 
that nothing being brought to the Marhatta camp, this nation 
experienced for the first time Ihf* horrors of want, and learned 
from experience what It was that the world called distress and 
famine For every part of their camp^was blocked up and bo 
sieged, sav'e their rear, which w’as open towards Labor, and 
this too, the Abdalies found means to infest, having taken two 
or three convoys that were coming from thence The Abdali 
king seeing that the enemies chose rather to suffer the bard 
ships of distress than to quit their intrenchment, resolved to 
giv'e a general assault It w'as the twenty>eigbtb of the second 
Rebi In the year 1174 Djehan^qban and Shah peseod>qban, 
with Nedjib ed dfiwiab, were to lead the van Sbudjah cd 
ddwlsh and Ahmed^qban bangasb, with the other three Robilla 
Princes were to head the mam and the King himself, with his 
Vezir, Veli-qhan, surnaraed Esbref-el-anvar brought up the corps 
de reserve The Marbattas on seeing this disposition came out 
ol their iotrenchraent and took their post a little iarther at lull 
one arrow 3 throw in the plain The combat became furious at 
once, and a continual slaughter took place between the tw’o 
parties, from midda) as far as the evening so that there remain 
ed but one hour of son shine when the Rsbillahs, under Nodjib 
cd dOwIah broke through a furious storm of muskets and 
rocket*, and penetrated on foot vnthiu the intrenchment, where 
they commenced fighting ^vith hand blows In this action bel 
vent rSo, nephew to Seda syS and his right arm in everything 
being struck by a musket ball fell dead from his horse and 
the engagement would have been final bad not the night fallen 
upon the combatants and by throwing her sable veil between 
them put It out of their power to distinguish the friend from 
the foe Tlie Rohillahs after disUngnislung themselves in so 
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glorious a mannerj came out of the intrenchment, and returned 
to their camp It was after this furious engagement that intel- 
ligence came that Govind-pandett, a Marhatta General, at the 
head of ten or twelve thousand horse, was coming from Atava, 
witii a large con^oy of treasure and provisions , that he was 
alread} at Shal.-dera, in the highroad over against Shah-djehan- 
abad, and that his intention w'as, first of all, to plunder Mahtra. 
and some other dependencies of Nedjib-ed-dow^lah. and then to 
cross the Djumnah at C8ndj-pSra, from whence he expected to 
join Seda-syS’s army. The King informed of all these parti- 
culars, dispatched Atai-qhan, and the son of the late Abdol- 
semed-qhan, wuth five thousand horse, in hopes of their inter- 
cepting the convoy# The two Generals departed immediately, 
and crossing the Djumnah at the Ford of Agra and Bacshaiet 
they advanced to Shah-dera, where having put to the sword 
Tar8-shungur, the Governor, wuth his wdiole garrison, they pro- 
L ceded to Ghazi-eddin-nagur, a town at six cosses only from 
the Capital, and there also they put to the sw'ord a body of Mar- 
hattas stationed on purpose to meet the convoy Continuing 
their march ivith the utmost rapidity, they arrived at the very 
spot where Govind-pandett was just arrived, and falling upon 
him at once, they destroyed him and his whole army After 
this rapid execution they cut his head, and taking possession 
of the convoy, they returned to the Abdaly camp This Govind- 
pandett IS the same man, who, having been detached from the 
camp at Sukur-tal, had crossed the Ganga, and ruined so much 
country, and had fled back again, after having received a severe 
check fiom Shudjah-ed-dowlah This massacre happened the 
29th of the second Djemady, in the year 1174 

Meanwhile tine blockade of the Marhatta camp continued, 
and the besieged commenced to suffer from the immondices of 
all sorts, in which it necessarily abounded The smell became 
insupportable , famine w^as already felt , numbers of poor people 
were daily swept aw^ay, totally famished ; and a mortality also, 
the constant result of famine and uncleanness, w'as committing 
its ravages Hundreds of people dropped down every day. In 
this extremity the besieged Generals consulted together, and it 
was unanimously agreed to, “ That as the army was consuming 
“ itself with famine and mortality, it was better, whilst their 
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' bodil} strength ^va» yet unimpaired to march out and fight the 
' enemy, be the c\cnt what It would " With this resolution 
thej marched out It was on a Thursday, the sutth of the second 
Djemad), in the year H74 of the Hedjrali Hibrahiru qhan 
gardi marched at the head with his artlffcry , the rest of the army 
followed in order, and advanced with a slo\\ pace tow’ards the 
Abdali-camp, where the troops were mounted and read} but 
where they had orders to let the Marhaitasadx’ance farther mthin 
the plain They advanced lo effect, filling the air with cnes of 
Han Har, and their Moghul cavalry advanced lo a skirmish with 
the enemy but they were terribly handled by the Abdali \'an, 
commanded bj Shudjah ed ddwiah byNedjlt>->ed dfiwlab and by 
man} other illustnous Commanders w hose flaming sabres had long 
thirsted after their prey These having called to their assistance 
the Dl\ine Disposer of victories advanced upon the enemy whose 
Moghul sklrmisherB and Marhatta iight cavalry unable lo bear 
a well directed fire made by the Rohlllahs armed with heavy 
muskets were tliroun into confusion and forced lo retreat within 
the intrendiQient here the niDawa}s mixuig ^vltl) the troops 
stationed there communicated tbeir disorder, and carried them 
away in their flight Seda sy8 and Vasvass rfio without taking 
much notice of the disorder In camp advanced to the charge with 
drawn sabres and spears couched and falling upon Shudjah-ed 
dSwIah and Nedjib-ed d 5 w!ab a %varm engagement ensued in 
which the air was filled and the 4 bdall army deafened wdth 
their war cry of Hsrrt Har (373) The two Hindostany Pnnees 
advanced to the encounter supported by the Abdali king In 
person, who fought at the bead of bis troops and exhibited 
amazing proofs of personal prowess Under the eyes of such a 
General, every one exerted bimself lo the utmtst A furious ec 
gagement took place and for full two hours there arose such a 
cloud of dast that none of the combatants could dzstingmsh the 
earth from the heavens From mid da} to four o dock nothing 
could be heard, or seen but a furious slaughter which was going 


(*73) We are toU thzt th«M words slpdfj C*d and MaJi* Df** the Greit Saint 
or the first nuiu Might oot these werda ■motint to a generel coiife»loo In the 
month trf loldien going to the chajgv t For it b obsctrable that the CJeotoos, who 
ahnji bath* or pnrify tbemaelm in the morning orrer fail serera] tlnJH to repeat 
the word which i{gDlfi «3 both f kmwt and / itfe titwd 



M U r A Q H ]l R I N . 


39 f 

oti at an I’U'rtilihIc rate. Al timt lin^c onl\ , the dust having 
sulfided a little, a whole field was dibCo\ercd interspersed with 
an inlinile number of Marhalins, who had all stl out in company 
for the legion of Xothingness The) were led thiihcr by Vas- 
\a''S-r.io. the heir of the M.irhalta Empire, a Prince }et in the 
bio un of \outh and beautv, who ft II by a imiskct-bail, and Seda- 
S}S, th( principal Gt in ral, with his brat csl Officers, closed the 
rear of that departed arm) The corps dc rescr\ e was brought up 
b) Diingo, the bra\e Diingo' who that they said farewell to his 
existence 1 In* rest of the Gem rah follow'cd promiscuous!), 
with all their Officers and soldiers, and it was in that order 
that this departed atm\ at onto presented itself on the frontiers 
of eiernit) Hihrahim-qhan-gardi was taken prisoner, and 
for a w hile suffered to enjo) the pleasure of having escaped 
the general massacre, when an order came for his being behead- 
ed, and that man wlio had made so much noise in the w'orld, 
plunged at once into the abyss of eternity (274). The field of 
battle looked like a tract sown w'lth tulips, and as far as the sight 
could extend, nothing could be discovered but bodies stretched 
ai the foot of bodies, as if they had been asleep, or marshalled 
by art After the battle, tw'O and tw^enty thousand women, 
oirh, and children of both sexes, some of tin m persons of dis- 
tinction and related to tlu most illustrious of the slain, w'ere dis- 
tributed amongst the vi( lorious, who plundered an incredible 
quantity of mono), jewels, and fine stufTs, nor is there coming at 
any computation of the mighty sum The whole of that numer- 
ous nitillery, with two hundred thousand oxen and cows, fifty 
thousand horses, fi^/^ hundred large elephants, and an infinity of 
camels and mules, fell into the hands of the victorious. The 
date of this mighty victory has been conserved in the chronogram 
of the following quartrain, by the care of the illustrious Poet 
Mir-gSlam-aaly, of Belgram, the same who composed the chro- 
nogram on the victory over of Data-sindhia It is as follows — 

“The valiant King has put to the sword Seda-sy8, as he has already done Data 

“ He has finished his campaign, as he has commenced it, by a memorable victory, 

‘ And the querulous reed of the Poet has again sung 
^ " The D8rrani-king has again gamed the victory 1 ” 

(274) It was to punish him as an apostate, who although a Mussulman himself, 
fought against Mussulmen in an army of infidels 
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Some thousands of Marhattas, who bad escaped the s\\ord, 
and were rambling about without any Commanders, were attack 
cd by the peasants, ^\ho, incited not only by that cowardly dis- 
position ^\hicl» is innate with their \ilc nature, but olso by the 
remembrance of wdiat they had snlTcred from those freebooters, 
did not spare them, but began plundering, stripping and killing 
as manj as they could come at Shimshir bahadyr, half 
brother to Baladji r3o by a dance woman u as by the assist 
ance of n body of plunderers femed over the stream that 
parts this world from etemit) and thU being the last of thr 
Commanders of clnricter among the Marhaltas it ma) he said 
that not one of them escaped with life Amongst the inferior 
Officer'* onl) Petll mahadji sindtah and Holcar raalhar found 
means to get off the latter after an infinit) of adventures 
contrived to reach Malva, from whence he proceeded to PSnah 
to be the harbinger of disastrous tidings. Baladji rfio amazed 
at so ehamefoj and bloody a defeat would not survive it He 
pined awa} with sorrow and dlsconteot, aad m five mouths aud 
a feu da^s after he went to join his son and brother Some 
days tKsfore this battle a certain saint of theirs, called Sad-dSS 
but surnamed Dudjutt who resided at Aomg abad uent in 
haste to join his prototype as if to shew bis follouers then in 
the field, the way to the regions of hell 

It ought to be remarked that Biladji rfio, some days 
before his death had directed that the shares, usually allowed 
to the u'asherman the writer, the barber the carpenter, the 
plough smith and some others upon the crop raised m each 
\lllage should be seized for his use which in so extensive an 
Empire, amounted to no inconsiderable sum But. Providence, 
that watchful mother of the injured did not suffer him to enjoy 
the fruits of hia covetousness for he died at a time when this 
regulation had not e-atended to the distant parts of hii dominions 
O I /e powerful thAt Injure the lonocest, 

How loDj; Is ^rour relgo Qkd/ to Ust F 

The Abdali king after so important a victory gave some 
repose to hu army, and then marched mto the territory of 
Delhi where he spent a few days and where he bestowed the 
Empire of Hlndostan on Shah-aalam alias Aaly goher the 
office of Veilr, on Sbudjah ed-d6wlah , and the dignity of Pnnee 
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of Princes on Nedjib-ed-dowlah He recommended them to each 
other, exhorted them to union and concord, and ordered that 
Nedjib-ed-do\\lah should leside in Shah-djehan-abad to take 
care of Alirza-djuvan-baqht’s person, with injunctions to send as 
soon as possible for Sh. h-aalem, his father, who was then wag- 
ing \Aar in Bengal He likewise sent for Shudjah-ed-dowlah, 
and recommended him to be submissive to Shah-aalem, whom 
he was to bung o\cr and assist with all his might After this 
injunction, he made him a picsent of his own arms, with a horse 
and a superb qhvlaat. and dismissed him to his principality 
The Monarch, after having dispatched* some other business, 
which detained him as far as the sixteenth of Shaaban, quitted 
the gardens of Shaleh-mar, in the environs of Delhi, and set 
out for Candahai b\ continual marches, lea\ing by the w'ay a 
Deput)^-Governor at Labor It was in the year 1174 

After his departure Shudjah-ed-dowlah set out for A8d in 
the blessed month of Ramazan, and he was advancing by con- 
tinual inarches, when there happened an event that deserves to 
be mentioned One of his friends, called Sfeid Saleh, surnamed 
the Veridic, wdio was then wuth him, used to recount to me that, 
as Shudjah-ed-dowlah w'as advancing to join the'Abdali-king, he 
met, about the towm of Secandarah, a detachment of a kind of 
men different from the Marhattas, (these last having made their 
appearance onl)' three or four months after) and had an engage- 
ment wnth them , but my friend having occasion to pass that 
W’ay sometime after, he found the plain covered wuth bodies 
half eaten or rotten, amongst which he was surprised to see a 
body which seemed to be betwixt twenty-five and thirty It had 
on a large pan of jwhiskers, a beard close shaved, with a clean 
hangreca upon ils back, and shewed a fieshness of complexion 
quite exempt fiom any putrefaction My friend was then w'lth 
Mollah, or Doctor Abbass, the Mazenderanian, and three or 

four others, who were as much amazed as himself Nine 

/ 

months after, when Shudjah-ed-dowdah w’as returning to his do- 
minions after having taken leave of the Abdali-kmg, the army 
chanced to pass again over that same field, at which time my 
friend had an opportunity of looking over that plain again, w'here 
amongst a quantity of bones with which he was amazed to see 
again that same young man, with his clothes on, and the body 

M VOL in. — 50 
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ns entire as c\er, \Mthout its lia\ing lost cither beard or whiskers 
Mollah Abbas^, astonished at nliat he sAn, exclaimed that this 
>oungman surd) mast have been a Sfijd (27s), and sending 
for some pioneers, as the arm) nas so near, he ordered n fosse 
to 1)0 imdc for lilm Some of the by slanders, who hid wind 
Ing sheets (^76) in their bigs wanted to strip the yonng man, 
nnd to pul 1 uindin^, sheet about him But this was objected 
to b) the Mollah who obsened that the body most be left un 
stripped as the clothes it had on nere its proper ninding sheeL 
This biing agreed to ti»ej all joined in prayers, and tlien com 
rnitted It to the earth 

WTio could ihjt in fbf d^pfhi of the 
^ A comelUn khouM be found to n bMp of pebblee • 

To return to our narriti\e Shndjah ed dCwlah without 
tarrying at Lucknow came out and marched down to S8yd p8r 
close to Benares as we ha\c already mentioned in a former 
volume whilst Shah aaiem himself ^vasqaltting the neighbourhood 


(37$) The food MoIUb wo • p«rtUJob«errer or BooMerrer elaJ] Thera ire 
thenaadi of neb tpoU la Indie, (which belof Imprefuted itrODflj vith alt 
petre lud other alu will pmorr e a bodf froh, iud we btr* sod e PieBeb 
draakard, dag op bj cbiace qa t« raddjr sod bio* diet being boried fall oloetj 

(376; There t* so tnueh difference betwixt tbe EoropoaD aw) the Penlan 
aotlooa, (which Uxt la general giro the lb to tbe BiodoeUDlee), that those men 
that are to provident wKb their w ndlng sheeli, u to any them to camp never 
think of making a will and by much the greatest part of them die intestate. Hew> 
ever evei7 kind of cotton will r>ot do (or a Persian or bd Indian, easT* in bit or 
comctances. It must be a piece of stuff that has been robbed, not to the Prophet a 
tomb or to that of Hsssen his grandsons (which nre both at M*d(aa< bat to 
Hussein s tomb which is at Kerbolah near Bagdad he, and not hls father nor 
brother nor grand father being the Idol of the netloa for Aalj Is only their God. 
Some of these keffens or windi g sheets are written eil over with the whole Corao 
In characters of madd-doMt mixed with water and cost from two of three haodrad, 
to a thousand, and two thousand rupees and we protest, upon honor that we know 


maoj a man that his defrauded bis creditors to procure such a beff«i, and more 
than oce vlrtuoui mitro who on gsttbg op from a severs illneta, has become 
complaiss t over and over In order to procure such a passport, and on finding It at 


a higher price than ^0 had thought prostit ted her virgin daughter Into tbe bargain 
to make up tbe necessary sam for such an omolpoteut purchase. “At last Madame 
•aid her astonished suitor my stars bive worked your consent— after four yein" 


“ solldtstJoo I have the hsppinoai-to see yon. “ not rejolcn eo mtrch, sir re- 
plied tbe ltdy Accursed bo she thst would hero listened to your roewsges but 
for the Illness I have bad, and tbe absolute necessity of pcorldlng for my aafra- 


“fjcni I may die — sod hare her taars Interrupted her voice 




' Nrim-nh.’va \o coinr ?n tlir nr {ou n IhcrrSInicIjalj-cd- 
r.m’ .h pnul [o tj„' IVmrt,. tunk him (o 

o\f r at oixl lh!i.ihul vvh< i« hr {hr<\v a bridge of 
bon: t.p-ni ;hf f-Aiig Mid ( rr'>‘,« ri 4i\« t with him on ihr hflh 
/ilh;Oi r; ;lnt -Mtur \» it , aJti t uhiiii hrmnampid nl II ih-ahad, 
uhu'(i h» madt tin <'rmrr of in *- \ h lonou'' s[ nulard'- From 
IhiJii* hr -ohanred lo Diadp'^ uhrrr In Imk up Ins uintrr 
rju »'lf T' In a frv\ ila\ *> In turmd au i\ all the M irhalln col- 
h rtor*- it.d c t.ih!i>-hr/I tiuouulunu tlu‘ uhoir Xnlcrhid ^hah- 
gmcrnmrnl , aflt I u im h. a*- soon as the ramv srason 
\\.-< o\rr, hr d< campl'd oil tin si\ih id tlu --t t I'lnd Kchi, m the 
\r4r 1175, aiui niartht'd (o ( alp\ afur ha\ ing .ippoiiUcd his 
fi\o,jr;N Mni 5 *>;t r, I>i.ni-h ihailv r, foi hi** I)tput\ all o\rr his 
I'omirtn I Froui f'alpv, r hirh he look out of the hands of the 
'dariirttas !v. carrn d thr 1 mprror bt'voml llu njumnah. wlurt 
he took 'somr r<“-t al tlu fort nf Dj* hansi. snd as the Marh.ilt.i 
Governor icfuM’d to surrender h< was forccft to it .ift* r hit fort 
had been batl< red for so nr lime llitlu rto Shudj di-ed-dowlah 
h.ol acted as a W /ir, but lu bail not \< t rrceued Ibr iincstiture 
of 'bat lugh oflire Plus eoremon) look pi icc on the twentN- 
lirst of that monlb. at \slucb lime be recent d from the I'anpcror 
a qinlau of se\en pieces, with four plates of jewels and gems, 
and tin se were* followed by a chaplet of pearls whicli waas throvvn 
u\er his nccK. whilst he was presentt'd will) tin casket of Ve/ir, 
whicl) was of gold studded with )< wois I hrec cla\s aftt r, his son, 
Mir/a-amani, waas honoure<i with the sujjcrinlcndenec of tlie 
GhSsl-qhana, or of the prnatt .iparlmc nl Nor is it our intention 
lo sa\ nothing more of this Prince, but it brcorncs nci cssary at 
present, that wc should attend for a wdijlr to the affairs of Decan 
\Vc ha\c .dready menlionctl that Baladp-rao heaving pined 
aw'aa in despiar for the drstruclion of his armies, had gone 
lo join his brother and his eldest son The Crown, therefore, 
flevolved to his youngest son, Mad8-rao, llien a child, as did the 
management of alfairs, lo his bi other, Ragonat-rao 'I his happen- 
ed at the end of the year 1174 The next year his neighbour, 
Nizam-aaly-qhan, now surnamed the second Nuam-cl-mulk, ex- 
pecting to make his profit of that minority, put himself with his 
brother, Selabet-djung, at the head of a numerous army, and for 
some secret reasons which have not tianspired, he set out fiom the 
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Whilst Niram naly xv»b putting on his Qhylaat, Ragonat 
nnd MidhS rfio ^\erc goin^, to pa« the rain\ season at PSnab 
uhere disscntions soon aros** b^tutcn them to such a lngh degree 
tliat MadhS rjo s AfinJslers determm< d to si ize R aponat's person 
on the first opportunity It w'as in the year 1176 Bat the 
iatlcr receiving timely notice of this scheme, thought proper to 
provide for his safet) He set out from PSnah with a small 
number of followers, and took to the road of Nassuc There 
wa** at that time at Aoreng abad a noble personage b) name 
Mahmed mSrad qhan baha<!jT who had been sent thither bv 
Nizam-aaly to negotiate wnth the two |>arties and to pacify that 
nation This nobleman hearing that Ragonat rSo had quitted 
PSnah in distress, marched out of the cit\ and met him upon 
the road very near Nassuc TTils was i luck\ event for the 
fugitive whose mind w'aa full of fears and anxiety for having 
ndsanced before hin people to meet MSrad-qhan, be saluted him 
as a welcome fnend and the Marllalta Grandees concluding 
from this st6p of ^^8rfld-qhan < (liat Ragonat i So s cause was 
supported by Niiani nal) they flocked to him with their troops 
in buch numbers, as soon to give hU retinue the appearance of 
omething like a military force Ragonat rio being thus rein 
forced advanced from Aoreng-abad to Ahmed nngur whilst 
MadhS rSo on his side, wras quitting PSnah with a body of Iroojis 
awd pushing foi tws enemy and having soon overtaken him an 
engagement took place jn which MadbS rSo the nephew waJ 
>Yor8ted by Ragonat r5o the uncle The next day he came to 
sei him and made use of many excuses Whilst they were con 
ferring together Nizam aal} who had marched with intention 
to support RagSnat rSo amved bathe found the quarrel already 
made up It was nl a place called HedcrcanSr where the 
Mirhatta Prince advanced to meet him and where they embraced 
each other after which the} interclianged severel entertain 
raents. RagSnat r&o to at knowledge the readiness with which 
Nizam-aaly had marcheti to hw aesistanct. made hrm a present 
of several Districts to the aniouot of fifty lacs a year to winch 
he added the Fortress of DfiSkt-abad The patents of these two 
grants were drawn up in due form and put in hu hands But 
this whole affair having been managed by MSrad qhan alone Jt 
gave so much jealousv to Radja Pertavent the Pnme Minister 
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that he resolved to break a lieat} which seemed to eclipse him 
Without waiting till Nizam-aaly’s people should have taken 
possession of the Fortress, or settled Collectors and Governois 
all ov'er the ceded Districts, he turned his master’s mind in such 
a manner, that he proposed to arrest Rag8nat-rao, and to sub- 
stitute in his stead another Marhatta Prince, called Djano-dji, 
son to RagS-dji-bosslah, who was then Mucasdar or hereditary 
Collectoi of the Province of Barar, andwdiom he brought to camp 
under promise of putting him at the head of the regency at 
PSnah But whilst Nizam-aaly was regulating another man’s 
house, he experienced di'^sensions in his own His brother, Mirza- 
niogul deserted from his family, in order to throw himself in 
the arms of the Marhattas, but having soon discovered that his 
new friends were much more inclined to quarrel amongst them- 
selves than to pay any attention to either his person or interest, 
he took a disgust at his situation, and came back to his brother, 
w^ho received him kindly t 

Meanwhile the first treaty having been broke in so unexpect- 
ed a manner, Nizam-aaly marched with a numerous army 
against Rag8nat-rao, who being unwilling to try his forces in a 
pitched battle, wheeled round, and commenced plundering and 
lavaging the country, a practice from which there is no wean- 
ing a Marliatta Witli thirty thousand horse, he advanced to 
the very suburbs of Aoreng-abad, and asked of the inhabitants 
of that city an immense contribution But Mutemen-el-mulk, 
Governor of ’ tlie Province, av'ailed liimself so well of the small 
force and small artillery, which he had at hand , he distributed 
the burghers so well upon the towers and walls of the city, 
and made so good an use of the activity of the Himmet-qhan- 
bahadyr, Cutval of the Police , that Rag8nat-rao was kept in 
play with negotiations and messages, until Nizam-aaly might be 
at hand Nevertheless, the Marhatta, who was apprised of the 
state of the place, lesolved to storm it On the twentieth of 
Shaaban, in the year 1 177, his people advanced at day-break to 
the foot of the vv'all, and applied to it a number of scaling lad- 
ders, as well as some of the loftiest elephants, by which expe- 
dient they got upon the wall , and tearing some boards from about 
the gates, they wanted to make use of them as a bridge to get 
down from the towers But Himmet-qhan and Mirza-bakyr-qhan 
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lm\Ing run tlircrth to tiint part, and exhorted some of the 
bravest citizens that had fo^o^^ed them, to exert theraselvt^ 
in deftndmg their honor and their families this exhortation 
had such a cfTecl that those brave burgliers some of 

whom were so ill armed as to have no other arms than their 
oun slipper^, fell \1gorouMy upon tho^c that had got npon the 
wall and overthriw them down on the other side where the\ all 
perished nor did another attack on an opposite part of the cil) 
succeed better There were likewise numbers of Mark iltns -^lain 
and here likewise thr citizens bravely rlcfended tlielr walU 
ag*iin*5t the escalade In the confusion the dnser of the ele 
phant on which RagSnat rlo rode having been struck 1)\ a 
musket ball and an arrow tlie animal turned its back an<j 
this arrow like a line draivn across parted the comhataota 
TTie attack cea^d at once and RagSnat rSo hanng bad full 
time to bite the finger of shame and disappointment, retorned to 
hU camp The next day on heanng that Nitam aaly’s victor! 
OU3 standards were at hand he decamped and marched into 
the Buglana rhts ivas the sixth day after Aoreng abad had 
been Invested and Nuam aaJy arrived at the verj time when 
the Marhatlas ha I turned towards Barar with Intention to sac 
cage that prov mce But Nitam aaly advancing by long marches 
to BalapSr threw bun elf m their way, and stopped them 
short as bj a wall ElagSnat rSo sensible of this wheeled round 
his rear and giving him the sUp he manhed cloie under the 
walls of Aoreng abad on his wd) to HaTder abad itself a Capital 
as fifteen dajs joumej from the latter dtj Nizam-aaK pursued, 
and advanced on his pursuit as far as the shores of the Ginga of 
Decan nirre hp altered his mind a i 1 Instead of scamp“ring 
after those freebooters he thought it more advantageous to 
tom about and to march straight lo PSnah Being arrived 
beyond Ahmed nogur he informed his Commanders as well as 
his arm\ of his intention and he declared that he meant no less 
than io pay those freebooters in kind by bunung their habita 
tioni and sacking their country He was as good as his word 
and putting his design into execution everywhere he advanced 
within ten cosses of PSnah where he encamped The inhabi 
tants of the Capital had fled with their families, either to the 
stronghold or to ivome difficult mountninoos tmets and the city 
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sucIj t mannrr to enable me to fpeak of it properJy 
Nevertheless, althoug^h little w to be expected from my slender 
abilities, I hope to be able to give a proper account of ft, as scin 
as 1 acquire more particulars and more certain information pn 
the subject lliis much is only come to my knowledge, upon the 
affairs of Decan^ that at this time, that Is fn the year 1 195 of ^ 
Hcdjira (279)1 Nuam oaly-qhan, who richly deserves the title of 
second Assef dja, enjoys now the dominion of most ofti 
ProNinces left him b} his father, and governs with a hrmness I f 
command that does him honor Onl> there U a report that 
the war which rages non between the Fnglish and HaTdcr nal 
in the Province 0/ Arcat, and again betneen the Eng}hb 
the Marhattas in the western parts of Decan, Nfsam aalj is nj 
so neutral os he looks, and that underhand he favorizes tLf 
Indian cause. But this I offer only as a surmise, as the truth >f 
it Is what God only may know 

My memoirs are much more certain with respect to t > 
affairs of Hlodostan, and the Capital of the Empire SSrSej 
mall the Prince Djatt w'bs unniHing to submit toNedjr? 
ed dOwlah whom the Abdah king had appointed guardian of tl r 
young Prince Djavan baqht, as weil as Regent of the Empfr , 
until Shah oalem himself should be arnved from Atim-abai 
Sensible of the weakness of the Empire he resolved to beneft 
by it at any rate, notwithstanding the dreadful chastisement thi t 
had been Inflicted under his very e>ea upon the Marhattai , 
and he opened a negotiation for that purpose with the Governi r 
of the Castle of Acber-abad Without reflecting on the consi 
quence of his action he engaged him under promise of a largt 
sum of money to deliver that Citadel to him. And thus 
Hmdoo and a Djatt became the master of one of the two Capital 
of Hlndostan, that is of a mighty dty where the Babnan Eni 
perors bad been these many ages boardwg up tbcir treasurei 
stores and precious fortune 

(379) '77S0 of thw CbiistlMn Ert , 
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